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On this day in 1981 Britain’s Prince Charles announces engagement to Lady Diana Spencer. She soon became one of the most famous women on
the planet. Over 750 million people tuned in to watch their fairytale wedding.

Marsh Becomes An
Eagle Scout

The

A Free Publication from The Home Press

ECRWSS

Colt Marsh is the fifteen year old son of Sam and Stephanie
Marsh of New Cambria, MO. Colt is from Boy Scout Troop#99
out of Marceline, Mo. Colt is active also with the Brookfield
Troop 41. Colt recently became an Eagle Scout on November
12,2019. Colt plans to continue his Boy Scout Career and be
active in the Oder of the Arrow.
In order to earn the honor of becoming an Eagle Scout, as
a Life Scout,the Scout must plan, lead and carry out a service project approved by the Boy Scout Council. Colt chose
to help at the Jacksonville Veterans Cemetery. Colt through
many generous donors obtained the materials needed to do
the Jacksonville Veterans Spring landscaping and place a memorial bench to honor a very special family friend who had
gave his service to this great Country of ours. By doing so,
Colt was able to help create a welcoming place for family and
friends to visit as they come to remember and honor our Nation’s heroes who so unselfishly serve this Country. The bench
allows for visitors to have a place to sit and reflect on their
loved ones, and serves as a memorial for a very special man,
near to many hearts, the late SGT. Craig Pettibone.
Colt chose this project because he realized how much many
brave men and women give up
to serve and protect our freedoms here in the United States.
Colt wanted to do something
that would give back to those
who so unselfishly give so much
of themselves. Colt had a great
mentor in his church family,
who he lost as he was preparing his project, SGT. Craig Pettibone, and he wanted to honor
his wife and children, because
SGT. Pettibone had played such
an important Godly mentor in
his life. Another factor in choosing this project was because
in doing this he felt he could
also honor his late Grandpa
Private Harold Marsh, who
also played a siginificant roll in
shaping Colt’s Christian morals.
Colt’s Grandpa was buried at
the Abraham Lincoln National
Cemetery in Illinois.
Colt would like to say a big
“THANK YOU”, to Mr. Jim Nugent and Mr. Randy Wooten at
the Jacksonville Cemetery, who
worked right along side of him
and his family to make this possible. Colt would also like to say
a big “THANK YOU”, to all of
the generous donors who gave
money to complete this project.
It has been a pleasure to serve
through such a great community and with such great people.
None of this would have been
possible without each of you.
Colt learned during his project
that there is many great ways
that each of us could get involved at the Veteran’s Cemetery
to help honor our service men
and women. The next opportunity to serve would be on Memorial Day to help place flags on
the graves. Groups and individuals can also make donations
throughout the year to the Veteran’s assistance league to help
with future projects. Each of us should do what we can to help
honor these men and women. For more details on how you can
help, please contact Mr. Jim Nugent at the Cemetery 1-660-2954237.
In closing, as another Veteran’s day has came and went, Colt

Macon Tigerette
Basketball Update

The Tigerettes would go on the road last Tuesday for a Conference matchup against the Lady Panthers of Centralia. The
two teams would match each other point for point in the opening quarter with the Lady Panthers holding one-point lead,
10-11. In the second quarter the Tigerettes would be led by
Alexis Miller with two 3-pointers and nine points to lead at the
break 24-16. In the third five different Tigerettes would lead a
balanced attack by Macon to lead 41-25. In the fourth the Tigerettes would close out the Lady Panthers would a nice road
victory 54-37. For the Tigerettes, Tierra Wood had 12 points,
Katelyn Hawkins 8 points, Madilyn Frasier 3 points, Shelby
Petre 2 points, Alexis Miller 9 points, Savannah Thompson 10
points and Kathie Richardson 10 points.
Macon would return home on Friday night for Courtwarming and would take the Brookfield Lady Bulldogs as their dance
partners on the hardwood. Alexis Miller would start off the fireworks with 3 early treys to give Macon a 16-10 first quarter lead.
In the second Brookfield would make a rally and would trail the
Tigerettes at the half by a single point 23-22. In the third the
Macon offense would drop in twenty points lead by nine more
points by Miller to lead 43-32. The Tigerettes would use their
defense to close out the Lady Bulldogs holding them to only
four points. Macon would take the victory to a final of 61-36.
For the Tigerettes, Tierra Wood had 4 points, Katelyn Hawkins
12 points, Madilyn Frasier 1 point, Shelby Petre 5 points, Kathie Richardson 4points and Alexis Miller led the way with 35
points.

wants to encourage each of the readers, to think of the many
great freedoms we have, because of men and women who are
willing to serve, to be active in Memorial services, and Veterans
Day Celebrations to honor them and the service they give.
“THANK YOU”, to all veterans for your service and to all
your families who sacrifice so much. We love and appreciate
you.
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THE LINE UP OF USED EQUIPMENT IS HERE FOR SPRING:
Many used tractors & planters available. To view ALL of our used equipment listings
visit crown-power.com or visit your local Crown Power & Equipment store today!

510 Blees Industrial Dr.
Macon, MO 63552
660.395.1066
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The Journal
The Early Years
On October 1, 1921, in a little tworoom farmhouse just southwest of
Callao, Missouri, a sweet little baby
girl was born to a young couple.
Frank and Ruby Cross named their
first and only daughter after their respective mothers: Martha Jane Cross
and Mildred Perrin. Thus became
Miss Milly Jane Cross.

Milly Jane Cross
By Tiann Bilinski

“I never knew my Gramma Cross,”
Jane admitted. “She died before I
was born.” But Jane does remember
Grampa Cross. In fact, she even remembers the day he died, although
she was still very young. “I remember my mama leaving me and going
to find my dad to tell him about it.
Grampa lived at College Mound. He
and Gramma Cross are both buried
there.”
Jane did grow up knowing her
Gramma Perrin. “I don’t remember
any specifics about her, but I remember loving her a lot. She was just very
quiet and unassuming.”
Frank and Ruby’s little farmhouse
was next door to Ruby’s sister, Molie. One year before Jane entered the world, Molie
had a little boy. She named him Charles. So when Jane was born, she had an instant
buddy. The cousins’ close proximity did not last long, but it would eventually come
full circle.
“My mother’s sister, Josie, had gone to Wyoming to homestead land.” In order to
claim a homestead in those days, you had to live on a piece of land for a certain length
of time and build a dwelling house on it. So that is just what “Aunt Jo” and her husband
had done. They built a log cabin. Unfortunately, when Jo’s husband “went to get the
last load of sand to put in the chinks between the logs, the sandbags caved in on him
and killed him,” Jane recalled. “My aunt was out there in that lonely land with nobody
else around. So my mother and daddy took me on the train when I was six months old
to Wyoming. We lived with Aunt Joe until she remarried.”
Jane’s father, Frank, worked on the Custard Battlefield Highway until “we left Aunt
Jo’s.” Then he got a job as a foreman of the nearby Bar-X-Bar Ranch. Jane recalls the
memories with pleasure. “That was a very special time in my life. I was an only child
and lived there with my folks and lots of workmen. They were all so good to me.”
Jane laughed as one particular memory came to mind.
“While we were in Wyoming, my dad would take me horseback riding with him.
One time I slipped away and ran down to the barn where the horses were. I walked in
behind this horse that we always rode on and he kicked at me. I remember how bad
that made me feel ‘cause I thought he was mad at me.” Jane would have been about
three years old at the time. “Nobody else ever knew about that but me,” she said.
After living in Wyoming for three of four years, “my dad wanted to come back to
Missouri. Mother didn’t. She liked Wyoming.” Nevertheless, the little Cross family did
return. Jane remembers, “We moved back down there close to where I had been born
and lived with my grandpa and grandma.”
Jane’s Grandpa Perrin was a very progressive farmer. “He had a big steam engine
that pulled great big plows and things. He farmed down there on the Chariton. My
daddy helped him.”
Another giggle shot out as the vision of the farm triggered more memories for Jane.
“Oh, I’ve got two stories to tell you,” she began, with excitement in her voice.
“My mother made the most wonderful hot rolls. She made them from scratch. So
good. And I could make them too,” she assured, “after I grew up.” The story continued.
“She made some and we had them for lunch. I’d eaten plenty and mom told me ‘now
don’t eat any more of those!’ When she wasn’t looking, I grabbed one of them and bit
a piece out of it. Of course, she had always told me if I bit something I wasn’t supposed
to put it back, so I grabbed it up and bit a piece out of it. Well, she grabbed me up and
Continued on Page 3
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Milly Jane Cross

spanked me.” And with a big laugh,
Jane stated emphatically, “Only
spanking I ever got.”
About that same time, “my grandfather had an old car – it’s old now
but it wasn’t old then. He went to
Callao to work on the car. He left a
little pocket knife – a beautiful little pearl-handled knife – laying on
the running board of the car. I was
up there nosing around and I found
it. I put it in my pocket, went to the
house, and told mother I found it on
the way to school.” That was a sixyear-old version of the truth.
“When we went to town next time,
we drove into the service station.”
Frank, Jane’s father, was asked if he
had seen a little knife laying around
there on the car they had been working on. “There I stood,” Jane said
softly. Next to her father. “Guilty as
charged.”
What happened next though, Jane
will never forget.
“Daddy took me home. He took
me out in the back yard and cut a great long switch. He
sat there talking to me about lying and stealing and how
bad that was. And he whittled on that stick. When he got
through talking to me, the stick was gone.” Jane smiled
at the memory. At the time, “I wished he would just turn
me over his knee and get it done with,” she laughed. But
looking back later, she had a different perspective.
“I thought that was the most darling sweetest thing to
do.” She paused a moment, then added, “That was one of
the most precious lessons I think I ever learned. I really
loved my daddy.”
It was here, just outside of Callao, that Jane started
school. She began attending one of the two Oak Grove
Schools in Macon County.
“My mother started me to school in the fall and that
winter she got real sick after she took me to the Christmas program at the schoolhouse.” Jane’s first school
year ended early. She did not return to school until the
spring. In the meantime, her family had once again
moved to a new home.
“People used to always move on the first of March.
A long time ago, that was moving day.” And in 1928,
that was when Jane’s little family packed up the Model
T Ford with the few possessions they had acquired and
headed north. But not too far.
“We came up here northeast of Atlanta and rented a
farm on a 50/50 basis. 50% of everything went to the
landlord,” Jane explained. That was the rental agreement.
Up in Atlanta, Jane started school again. “That school
was Oak Grove also,” she said. “I had a wonderful teacher there. Miss Goldie Maddox was her name.”
When Jane was younger and still living with her
grandfather, he had bought a Shetland pony for her –
and for her cousin, Charles as well. They loved their ponies.
“I’d always loved horses,” Jane asserted. “So, I got this
pony,” she continued. “He got in the corn crib one night
and he ate too much corn. His toenails turned up – he
was always kind of stiff – but I rode him to grade school
the whole time.” Dan was not only her school transportation but her great friend through it all.
Jane graduated 8th grade from Oak Grove and prepared to attend Atlanta High School. Then came the difficult transition.
“My dad made me sell Dan when I graduated from
grade school,” she said sadly. “I remember I didn’t want
to.” But Jane’s father had his reasons. “Dad thought it
was better to sell him than let him die there where I
would see. He thought he would protect me.” And perhaps he did.
Jane started high school, still riding the seven miles
from home to school... but only until Christmas.
“When it got really cold there was a lady who came to
me and wanted to know if I’d like to stay in town. She
had come from Redman to town on a horse all her days
going to high school.” She understood the trials. “So
she offered me her home.” And Jane accepted. “I went
and stayed with her ‘til spring. Her name was Anna
Lou Farmer - Mrs. Delbert Farmer. She taught school
in Atlanta, in the grade school.” Staying with Delbert
and Anna Lou Farmer was a good option for the winter
months, but it did not come without a price. Luckily,
the price was one Jane was willing to pay. “My job was
to make potatoes and gravy and meat every night for
supper. That was all I ever did,” Jane explained. Jane’s
mother also helped out by sending in a box of food now
and then to the Farmers.
Jane loved high school. And she did well, graduating
Salutatorian of her class and receiving a scholarship to
the Kirksville Teacher’s College.
“I met my husband, William Keel Watson about 1938,”
she recalled. “He kind of wanted to get married after I
got out of high school but I kind of thought I ought to
use my scholarship.” So Jane started schooling at the
Teacher’s College. “I learned a lot about being out in the
world,” she said matter-of-factly, “but I got homesick.”
One year in, Jane decided it was enough. She made the
decision to leave school, get married, and be a farmer’s
wife. “That’s all I wanted
to do,” she said. “To be a
mother. To have a home.”
So in November of 1940
a happy Milly Jane Cross
became a happier Milly
Jane Watson.
“We got married over at
Kidder, Missouri. There
was a preacher over there
that my husband knew
so we went over there
and got married in their
home. Just the two of us.”
The preacher’s wife served
as a witness. It was kind of
like eloping, but not. “Almost,” Jane smiled, “but
everybody knew it so it
wasn’t really.”
Jane’s mother had
bought her a blue crepe
dress for the occasion. “It
was called soldier blue,” a
popular color of the day,
in honor of those who
were fighting in the Sec-
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ond World War.
The young couple honeymooned one night in Brookfield. The following day,
they stopped in Marceline
and Clarence to visit with
Bill’s aunts before returning
home, where they lived with
Bill’s mother until Spring.
“When I got married, it
was right after the depression. That was such a down
time. Everybody was down.
Everything was awful.” In the
years following, Jane came
upon a book that changed
her life. “I ordered [it] from
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale.”
Dr. Peale, a minister at the
Marble Collegiate Church
in New York City, was wellknown for his published
work in 1952, The Power of
Positive Thinking. “Change
your thoughts and you
change your world.”
“That just changed my ideas,” Jane said. “And that’s my
secret to being happy here. Be positive. If you are, you
can be happy wherever you are.” Jane lives a great exam-
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Absolute Land Auction
Wednesday, March 18th
@ 6 p.m.

Farm #1 Address: 32432 State Highway 3 Callao, MO
Directions Farm #1: From Highway 36 and Highway 3 at Callao MO, go south on Highway 3 approximately 3 miles, too far,
watch for signs
Farm #2 Address: 33152 Golden Avenue Callao, MO
Directions Farm # 2: From Highway 36 and Highway 3 at
Callao MO, go south on Highway 3 approximately 3.8 miles,
turn east onto Greyhound, continue on Greyhound to Golden
Avenue, turn south on Golden Avenue approximately 1/4 a
mile to auction, watch for signs
* The auction will be held at Shelmadine Outfitters, 102 Old
Hwy 36 W, Bevier, MO 63532
*Terms and Conditions: 10% down the day of the auction, balance due upon day of closing
*Special Note: Each of these farms will be completely tenant free,
by day of closing. With the exception of the home, it will be free
of the tenant by May 30th. Any and all cattle, cattle equipment
such as portable gates, temporary waters, temporary electric fences, will not be included in either tract. For additional information,
questions, or viewing please contact
Scotty’s Auction Service @ 573-356-4405

Continued on Page 4

Real Estate &
Personal Property Auction

Saturday March 14th, 2020
at 10 a.m.

Directions: 3354 Shelby 205, Clarence, MO, 634367.

From Hwy 36, exit onto Clarence / Hwy 151 heading north .
Follow Hwy 151 approx. 7 miles to gravel road Shelby 205. Hwy
151 will curve East turn north onto Shelby 205 and continue to
auction. Watch for auction signs day of sale.
Land: 100+/- acres located North of Clarence just off of Highway
151, the property will be sold in 2 tracts to include the house and
20+/- acres and 80+/- acres, property has tillable acres, 2 nicely
shaded ponds, great hunting.
*Terms and Conditions 10% down day of the auction, balance due
upon day of closing, for viewing call Scotty @ 573-356-4405
*Property will be sold in two tracts, giving the choice method,
meaning the high bidder can take their choice of 1 or 2 tracts

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Tuesday, March 17th
@ 5 p.m.

MACHINERY AUCTION
Saturday
February 29th, 2020
at 10 a.m.

28251 US Hwy 63, Macon, MO 63552
Seller: Aubrey Britt
Directions: Located at Scotty’s Auction Service, From
Highway 36, go north on Highway 63 for 1.5 miles, look for
the big red barn and auctions signs.
Equipment: 7120 Case IH MFWA 3198 hrs good rubber
clean cab nice tractor, Case IH 7120 2wd with duels 2,000
hrs, 1970 Ford SU gas with a ford Industrial loader 2,372
hours has high/low transmission good rubber and straight
tin comes with a heat houser on it and it will have a windshield, Kinze 2300 8-15 pivot planter very nice planter,
New Holland 411 disc bine, New Holland 463 disc mower,
Grain-O-Vator, New Holland 30 Harvest store blower &
conveyor, New Holland 855 auto-wrap twine tie round
baler, International 510 drill, International 1150 grinder
mixer, 15-inch, 2 bottom Allis Chalmer snap coupler plow,
John Deere quick attach, 100 ga transport tank, 8 row
International Harvestor cultivator, 6 row John Deere rotary
hoe, Danahwe trailer, 3- silage wagons, soil mover, mulcher
Kawnee, International Harvestor field cultivator, Case
3900 disc, 3 pt Danuser post hole digger, Galith Harvestor
unloader, Servis Rhino 8 foot that tilts, angles, and pivots
sideways has new cutting edge heavy-duty blade cat hitch
Vehicle: 2007 Dodge Caliber 157,097 miles runs good,
2006 Infiniti G35X. V6 all-wheel drive
Semi: 2011 Volvo VNL425 needs new batteries and has
some front end fiberglass damage, passenger side headlight
damage currently has 737,173 miles on it

*Terms and Conditions 10% down day of the auction, balance due
upon day of closing, for viewing call Scotty @ 573-356-4405

Real Estate: 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, ranch style
home with oversized one car garage on half-acre on the
edge of town, in a quiet cul de sac, this home has been
remodeled to brand new custom kitchen with Amish made
soft close cabinets brand new stainless appliances, stainless
country sink, complete new floor covering throughout the
entire home, updated bathrooms, shiplap feature walls,
amazing large closet, central and gas heat, built-in 1998
1250 square feet.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Thurs. March 19th, 2020
at 4 p.m.

Directions: located on the corner of Highway A and B, 4 miles
from Higbee, 4 miles from Rudolph Bennett and 8 miles from
Highway 63 * Special Note: Auction will be held at the Lions Club
located at 502 Grand Ave Higbee MO
Land: 47 +/- acres to be sold in 6 tracts, flat to gently rolling
ground, with a small amount of timber available, this property
could be used for agriculture use along with prime building
sites and could be the perfect weekend/hunting getaway.
*Terms and Conditions: 10% down day of the auction, with the
balance due upon closing.
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Obituaries
Betty J. Lewis

Sherrie Kay Perkins

William Reed Stites

Betty J. Lewis, 90, of
Quincy went to be with
her Lord, with her family by her side on Tuesday,
December 24, 2019 at the
Macon Healthcare Center
in Macon, Missouri.
Betty was born on July 1,
1929 in Mendon. She was
daughter of the late John
C. and Helen (Woodworth
) Hamilton.
Betty worked for Motorola for over 25 years, Sunset Nursing Home for over 30
years. She was a member of the Quincy Fraternal Order of the Eagles. She enjoyed outings and concerts
in the park, playing cards and crafting.
Surviving are; one son, Gregory (Brenda) Lewis
of Macon, Mo., one grandson, Paul (Beth) Lewis of
Hannibal, Mo., one great-grandson, Ryan Lewis of
Hannibal, Mo., two brothers, Leland Hamilton of
Quincy and Bill Hamilton of Quincy, three sisters,
Viola Todd of Fairfield, Ester Tosch of Quincy, and
Alva Mae Barnes of Quincy.
She was preceded in death by one grandson, Ryan
Lewis and one brother John T. Hamilton.
Memorial services will be 10:00 A.M. on Friday,
February 7, 2020 at the Union United Methodist
Church in Quincy. Interment will be at a later date in
New Providence Cemetery near Ursa. Visitation will
be from 9:00 A.M. until the time of services at the
church. Memorial contributions may be made to the
family. You are invited to share memories of Betty
and leave condolences at www.hunterfuneralhomes.
com

Sherrie Kay Perkins, age
67, of Macon, MO, passed
away on Thursday, February 13, 2020, at the Boone
Medical Center in Columbia, MO.
Sherrie was born March
16, 1952, in Mexico, MO,
the daughter of Lindell
and Johnnie (Shahan)
Sims. She was united in
marriage to Anthony Perkins on October 14, 1978
in Macon. Sherrie graduated from Macon High
School in 1970. She worked as a laboratory technician at the Blessing Hospital in Quincy, IL before
returning to Macon and working at the Samaritan
Hospital laboratory. After the birth of her son Brandon, Sherrie worked full time with her family at Sims
Jewelry. Sherrie enjoyed reading, gardening, decorating, jewelry and especially spending time with her
granddaughters, Ryan and Tori.
Sherrie is survived by her husband, Anthony, of
the home; two granddaughters, Ryan and Tori; one
brother, Gary Sims and his wife Shirley of Macon,
MO; and several nieces, nephews, in-laws, cousins
and extended family members.
She was preceded in death by her parents, and one
son, Brandon Linn Perkins on May 14, 2004.
Funeral service will be 10:00 am on Monday, February 17, 2020 at Hutton & McElwain Funeral Home
in Macon with Rev. Scott Dalrymple and Bro. Jim
Bolin officiating. Burial will be in Hillcrest Memorial
Gardens, north of Macon. Visitation will be Sunday,
afternoon, from 3:00 to 5:00 at the funeral home. The
family suggests memorials to the American Heart
Association. of services at the church. Memorial contributions may be made to the family. You are invited
to share memories of Betty and leave condolences at
www.hunterfuneralhomes.com

William Reed Stites, age
72 of La Plata, Missouri,
passed away unexpectedly
Friday, February 7, 2020.
Born May 3, 1947 in Lansing, Michigan, the son
of Dr. Joseph Gant Stites
Jr. and Lucy Gray (Cates)
Stites. On January 6, 1996
in La Plata, Missouri, he
was united in marriage
to Carole (Lofblom) Van
Hara who survives.
Also surviving are four daughters, Jaime L. Rader
(Roger) of La Plata, Missouri, Jessica C. Benedict
(Jason Campbell) of Memphis, Missouri, Gina Van
Hara of Kirksville, Missouri, and Sydney E. Stites
(Nick Ford) of Kirksville, Missouri; One son, Mikel J.
Glaspie (Lisa) of La Crosse, Wisconsin; three sisters,
Mary F. Morgan (Michael) of Elk Park, North Carolina, Ruth S. Lutz (Gary) of Columbia, Missouri, and
Lucy S. Baker (Paul) of Long Beach, California; eleven grandchildren and several nieces and nephews.
His parents preceded him in death.
Reed served in the United States Army from 1966
to 1970. He served two tours of duty in Vietnam
where he was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze
Star Medal. After living in Columbia, Missouri and
Kirksville, Missouri he moved to La Plata in 1984.
He owned and operated Stites Interiors for many
years. He was a member of the Baptist Church.
Reed was a good man and a friend to many. He
loved blessing his friends with his cooking, and loved
his family dearly.
A graveside service was held at 12:00 p.m. Tuesday,
February 11, 2020 at the Missouri State Veterans
Cemetery in Jacksonville, Missouri. Visitation was
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at Travis Funeral Chapel
in La Plata, Missouri.
In Lieu of flowers, memorials in memory of William Reed Stites may be made to the Missouri State
Veterans Cemetery in Jacksonville, Missouri. They
may be sent to or left at Travis Funeral Chapel, 125 S.
Church St., La Plata, MO 63549.

Milly Jane Cross
ple of positivity. Her advice for a long and happy life
starts with the choice.
“It’s up to you,” she invoked. “Don’t wait around for
somebody else to make you happy. You get in there and
be happy.” Emphasis on the “be.” It’s not about looking
until you find happy. It’s about just choosing to be happy.
No matter your circumstances. No matter your battle.
“You just gotta be, honey, or you’ll be miserable all
your life.”
Being happy is up to you, whether you believe it or
not.
“The Power of Positive Thinking has been such a good
book for me,” Jane repeated. “I’ve read it twice now and I
could read it again and still find some joy in it.”
Reading is something Jane still does... and enjoys. She
recently finished the biography of Michelle Obama and
a nephew gave her a book about President Truman. “I
don’t know if I’ll ever get that read or not,” she said. It’s
a big book.
Married life brought many blessings for Bill and Jane.
Five of those blessings were in the form of children.
Like her mother before her, Jane first gave birth to a
girl. Jo Carol, named for Jane’s Aunt Jo, was born in the
first month of 1942. A good way to start a family. Jane’s
mother, Ruby, was pleased and happy for her daughter.
In September of the following year, Jane gave birth to
her second child and first son, John William, named for
his father. Ruby was a little nervous about the second
child since she had only had one child herself. But with
satisfaction, she told Jane, ‘well done’ and ‘that’s enough.’
But Jane and Bill both wanted a bigger family and much
to Rwuby’s surprise, they had one.
Rebecca Sue, who was born four years later, was glad
they did not stop at two.
Frank Andrew, named for both his grandfathers,
joined the family less than two years after Becky and the
final child, Charles Robert, was born in 1953.
“I was a farm wife,” Jane expressed. “I never had a job.
I just milked cows and slopped hogs...” And raised kids.
Let’s not forget about that.
“I was so busy with my children when they were growing up that I didn’t participate much in what was going
on in the world.” Her focus was on her family.
Bill was definitely a family man as well. Jane was grateful for that. “He was such a good father,” she shared. “He
just was so good with kids.” A natural. Jane, on the other
hand, claimed no natural ability. Being an only child, she
wasn’t around kids much until she had her own. But that
didn’t stop her from loving her family and her role as a
mother. “We always wanted a big family,” she said with
a twinkle in her eye. “And I’d probably had more if the
machinery hadn’t just wore out.” She laughed. And then
with solemn satisfaction, she agreed, five turned out to
be a pretty good number.
The Later Years
After a long and happy marriage to Bill, tragedy stuck
in 1987.
“We were cleaning out a corn crib,” Jane shared cautiously. “I was inside sweeping up the remains and he
was on the outside loading it up in a pickup. We were
gonna take it to the Amish. He called to me and said
he had a load and not to do anything more, so I came
out. He reached over, turned off the power to the auger that was dumping out the corn, and stepped back.”
Jane paused for a moment, remembering the scene in
her mind. Then she added slowly, “There was an old
lawn mower deck sitting there... and he fell backward
over that... and died. Just. Right. There.” Jane is not really
sure how it all happened. “I think maybe he had a heart
attack,” she concluded.
Earlier that same year, their son, Andy had died and
three years prior, Johnny was the first to go.
Johnny had lived with diabetes and had endured dialysis for many years. He was finally scheduled for surgery,
but the day before the surgery, a strange occurrence took
his life. The clinic where he was having dialysis lost power while he lay on a cot. Without power, the machines
stopped working, thus leaving Johnny vulnerable. Without the sustaining treatment, Johnny succumbed to his
illness.
Andy had served in Vietnam. After returning, he began to show symptomatic signs of big trouble. He was
taken in for a battery of testing and an anomaly was

discovered. Andy’s heart was in his body backward. It
was something the doctors had never seen before. It was
something no one had even ever heard of before. No
one was sure what to do, but everyone was sure Andy
wouldn’t live long. The doctors gave him a diagnosis of
only six months to live. But Andy beat the odds. He lived
11 years before congestive heart failure finally took him
down.
It was definitely hard on the family, but it brought
them closer together. “God knows best,” Jane stated with
confidence. Sometimes a high price paid helps people
realize what’s important. “When we lose something - or
someone - other things similar become of more value to
us,” Jane explained. It makes sense. “You lose one brother, the other brother becomes more important.” You lose
two brothers, you don’t take that third one for granted.
Losing two sons in such a short period of time was
hard on the whole family, but Jane recalled that it was
particularly hard on Bill. “His heart was broken,” she
said. And perhaps in some way... Jane wonders if maybe
that was a part of what led to his own death.
Three years after Bill’s death, Jane married Ancil
Boulton. She had known him for many years. “He was
a good friend of Bill’s.” Ancil’s wife had died the same
year as Bill. Through consoling efforts for both left behind, a new relationship budded. The two were wed at
the Mount Zion Church in Redman with a small gathering of family. Jane’s family grew on that day. Ancil came
with three daughters; Lorna and Norma, the twins,
and Joie Lu. Three more girls and a blessing of nine
great-great-grandchildren.
Jane is happy to have an abundance of family. In addition to those 9 great-great-grandchildren, she also
claims 27 great-grandchildren. “I’m not gonna name
all these great-grandkids,” she said, waving at the many
pictures on her walls. Then with big eyes, she added, “I
CAN name them... but there’s 27 of them. About once a
week I try to go through their families and pray for them
by name so I can remember them.” That’s a lot of names.
And a lot of prayers.
Add to all those, her 9 grandchildren and 8 children
(with the blended family)... and that’s just a lot of love
floating around.
“I do love those kids,” Jane sighed with a soft satisfaction. “They’ve been good to me. One thing I am so
grateful for,” she continued, “is that my family loves each
other. They are close. And I’m so glad that they can get
along with each other.”
After a week of honeymooning in the Lake of the
Ozarks, Ancil and Jane Boulton lived northeast of Macon. “That was where his house was then. We lived there
for the seven years we were together.”
Ancil died of cancer in 1997.
A few years later, “my oldest daughter, Jo Carol and
her husband, Larry, took me back to Wyoming.” Just
like life, it was a trip full of surprises. Some satisfying
achievements and some disappointing struggles.
“I wanted to find the Bar-X-Bar Ranch, but it had been
so long that nobody was left living that knew anything
about it.” That was sad but bearable.
“I did go back to see my Aunt Jo’s things – where she
had homesteaded the land. We found where the schoolhouse was... where Aunt Jo had taught school.” But the
schoolhouse was no longer there. Another disappointment. However, this time, the disappointment was overshadowed by the joy of what was there.
“The name of the school was Spotted Horse,” Jane
explained. “And when we went back, it had this great
big black spotted horse statue standing on its hind legs
where her schoolhouse had been.” A monument to
memory. And a story.
“They had terrible blizzards out there and there was an
understanding between [Aunt Jo] and the parents of the
children she taught. If it got to be a blizzard, they didn’t
try to go home. They just stayed at school all night.”
Aunt Jo was well prepared for such an event. “She had
groceries and potatoes and things there so that she could
make them food. And they would just all stay.”
Being there again was all that Jane needed. And with a
full perspective of it all, she declared, “That was a wonderful trip,”
It was September 2001. Jane remembered the trip
home from Wyoming.
“That was when the twin towers were struck in New
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York,” she said. “We’d been camping that night, in a
campground. It was early one morning and we were
just finishing our breakfast when we heard about it. It
was kind of a shock to us. I do remember what an awful
thing it was.”
Something else Jane also remembers well is the Great
Economic Depression of the 1930s.
“I wouldn’t take anything for what I learned from going through that depression,” she stated very firmly. “My
mother was very good at making something out of nothing. I learned how to use everything - not to be wasteful, especially with food. We were never hungry. We had
plenty to eat and we got along just fine. Everybody was
in the same boat. Everybody was having a hard time. I
just wouldn’t take anything for what I learned through
those years.”
Often, when we are struggling through a hard time,
we sometimes really wish we could not be, but we can
learn from it and grow from it.
“God’s got a way of teaching us things that way and
that’s why I think it’s so precious,” Jane said thoughtfully. God was teaching lessons all along. And then again,
for emphasis, she repeated her gratitude for it all. “I just
value those years so much.”
Jane wasn’t much into following politics or government issues, but during the Great Depression, she took
notice of one thing. The President.
“I just remember President Franklin Roosevelt – what
a wonderful President he was to bring us through the
Depression like he did. And Herbert Hoover. Everybody
thought he was just a bum President but as time goes on
people change their minds about things like that sometimes. A good President is not always just when he’s in
office.”
Jane once watched a television documentary about
the Depression. “One thing they never mentioned,” she
said with surprise, “was chinch bugs. They never mentioned that.” Perhaps many people did not know any-
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Milly Jane Cross

thing about them. Jane was happy to fill in some details.
“The government furnished the people with crude oil
to combat them. You dug a trench around your field and
you put that crude oil in there and then you got a horse
and let him drag a log around in that ditch to kill all the
chinch bugs. But one thing they didn’t take into consideration,” she said with a mischievous little grin, “chinch
bugs can fly.”
On a more personal note, the Depression did hit home
in some ways for Jane.
“That’s when we went to high school.” During the later years of the Depression. “We didn’t even have a senior prom. Nobody had money. People have those fancy dresses now and everything... we didn’t even have [a
dance].” It was tough times. But the school did make an
attempt to celebrate the seniors. “We (the graduating
class) took a trip to Lake of the Ozarks. We went down
there and it rained on us all day long,” she said trying
hard to hold back the laugh. “The only thing we did was
we got out, went in and ate the dinner at a restaurant,
turned around, and come home. That was our Senior
trip.” But that memory still brings a smile to Jane’s face.
“It’s those things that stick with you and makes memories so special.”
Jane has a lot of special memories stored up from the
years of her plentiful life. Memories she loves to share.
“I was a good cook,” she said confidently, “that I was.
I know I was. And oh I loved to cook. But my mother
instilled that in me more or less. She was such a good
cook, making good stuff out of nothing.” Jane recalled
a favorite pastime from her youth. “We used to go pick
blackberries. That was one thing I loved to do with my
mother. Go down in the big old ditches – there wasn’t
any water in them – but you could walk down in them
cause they’d be full of sand. It was a lot of fun. In the
summertime when blackberries were ripe, we did that.”
And she held that memory locked in safely within the
file labeled favorites.
“And then I’d go fishing with my dad.” Another favorite file. “I loved to do that. That was one of the nicest
things. When he’d come ring his bell or something cause
he couldn’t get out in the fields to work - he’d take me
fishing. We’d go down to the little old mud creek - mud
hole is all it was. Once in awhile we’d catch catfish and
mom would fry them. Oh, they were the best fish,” she
said with a big grin.
And then, there were the memories that weren’t necessarily filed in the favorites, but always had a meaning.
One such memory began with the development of appendicitis.
“I was twelve years old,” Jane began. “We had rented
a silo from one of our neighbors and filled it with corn.
I went with my dad over there one morning to get the

corn to feed the cattle. When we came back, I was sick.
I felt so bad. We lived three miles east of the highway
on a dirt road, so dad went over to get the doctor and
brought him out to the house. He examined me and he
said I had appendicitis and I would need to go to the
hospital. Mom sat up all that night and made herself a
dress so she’d have something nice to wear to take me to
the hospital. The next morning, the doctor met us over at
the highway (dad took me over there on the sled) and we
went to the hospital.” The Macon hospital had only been
in operation for about three years at that point.
“Dr. Gronaway was my doctor,” Jane explained. “Mom
went with me and I think she stayed down there. Back
then appendicitis was a big deal. I’ve got a big old scar
across my belly. I was in the hospital for two weeks.
That’s just the way they did it then.” Thankfully, it all
turned out well.
Besides all the special memories Jane holds dear, there
are nowadays two things that still bring her much joy.
One is quilting.
Jane explained how she became involved in quilting.
“I started sewing for other people back before Bill
died. They would leave me the scraps they wouldn’t have
any use for.” Those little scraps, and a mother who taught
Jane not to waste anything, became the catalyst for a new
form of creativity that Jane soon fell in love with.
“I started quilting back in 1975 probably. You kinda
get hooked on it. I did. And I’ve seen that happen with
other people too. They get started, and it just grows on
you.”
It’s been close to 45 years since Jane picked up the new
craft. And she has never put it down. Jane has done some
wonderful things in the world of quilting over the years.
And over the years, quilting has done some wonderful
things in the world of Jane.
“I joined the Methodist church back in 1948 and that’s
been my church ever since. It’s been a very special part
of my family. My kids grew up there. It’s still a very active
country church out by Redman, northeast of Ten Mile.”
The Mt. Zion United Methodist Church has been a big
part of Jane’s life – the early years, and the later years.
“The Lord’s Acre Sale in our church is the last Saturday
in October. This year (2019) I made an Underground
Railroad quilt - each of the blocks representing something - for the Lord’s acre sale.” Jane’s quilt brought in
a very nice donation for the church, for which Jane is
extremely grateful.
“I like to give to my church but I’m not in a position
now to do that, so I was so glad that the quilt did well.”
It’s one way Jane is still able to give. And that brings not
only joy but purpose. “It’s nice to know I’m still good for
something,” she smiled. Now, she just has to “figure out
what to make next time.” But Jane does not mind the
challenge. It gives her something to do.
“Really,” she said, “you need something to keep your
mind occupied. Those nine patches... they’re my lifesavers now.”

There’s another book that Jane has recently started to
enjoy; A Simple Life by Shelly Pagliai.
“It’s a quilting book,” Jane explained. Only better. “She
grew up around the Oak Grove school house that’s down
there by where I lived and she mentions people in the
book that went to school when I did.” Pagliai includes
in her book, parts of her mother’s diary where she talks
about people that Jane once knew. “And it’s got lots of
pictures in it too. It’s just a really interesting book,” Jane
reported.
The other joy in Jane’s life is held within the pages of
her guest book. Jane loves visitors. Family. Friends. Or
Strangers. Each one, greeted with a joyous pleasure, is
asked to sign the guest book in which Gramma Jane,
as she has come to be known, collects a record of the
visits. The guest book which was started on January 1,
2018, has now been retired. With hundreds, perhaps
even thousands of names. “I don’t think I’m gonna count
them,” she said, looking a little nervous at the thought.
But a new guest book was started on the first of this year,
2020. Jane hopes to fill it with many more friends.
Gramma Jane currently lives at the Loch Haven Senior Living Community. She first moved to Loch Haven in 2016. “I didn’t stay here very long – just three or
four months that time,” she claimed. “But then in 2017, I
came again and I’ve been here ever since.” Gramma Jane
moved into the Loch Haven Cottages in February 2017.
There were definitely some perks living in that facility.
“Over there, you can take lots of therapy and a spa bath,”
she announced with delight.
In May 2019, Gramma Jane relocated to her current
room at the Loch Haven Apartments. She really enjoys
her home. And the incredible people who make her a
part of their life every day. “The thing that holds this
place together is the nurses. They’re so close and the
comradery is so special. They work so hard and they’ll
just do anything in the world to make you happy. I love
this place. What a wonderful place to be.”
One of her favorite perks of living here was having her
cousin Charles as her neighbor again. He had moved to
Loch Haven just a couple of years before her. Unfortunately, Charles passed away about a year ago. But the
memories of their visits remain strong in her files of favorites.
Jane is good at living her own advice. “Just make up
your mind that you’re gonna be happy and set about
doing it.” Happy is definitely one word to describe Milly Jane Boulton. She has lived a life full of surprises.
Achievements. And disappointments. Just like everyone else. But when you ask her how her life has been,
she will not lean on tragedy... She will not wallow in the
mud... She will smile. And with the excitement of a child
at heart, she will say “I’ve had a wonderful life! Yes, life
has been glorious!”
May we all find the glory that lasts.
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Marvelous Missouri
Tales of
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Illustrated by: Nicole Hartfelder

Chapter 8: Missouri Then & Now

“Molly, what did you see?” Her dad asked.
“Well,” Molly answered. “First there was the cave, and then I met Elsie,
and she showed me Birdle’s cabin, and I found her diary and then…”
Her dad looked at her, quizzically.
Molly gave him a sheepish grin and said, “I’ll tell you all about
Missouri, Silver Dollar City, Marble and Marvel Cave and bat poop!”
“Come on,” he told her. “Let’s go find the others so you can tell us all
while we wait to ride Fire-In-The-Hole!”
Molly and her dad found her mom and brother, and she told them
the stories she’d just heard from Elsie, until the family boarded the roller
coaster.
As Molly strapped into her seat, she looked around, seeing Silver
Dollar City with new eyes. Molly imagined roller coasters that moved
at these speeds with twists and turns and drops would have been
unimaginable when Birdle and her family moved to Missouri in 1916.
But it was more than that. Molly saw families waiting in line for
the clean, indoor restrooms with flushable toilets. Birdle had used an
outhouse in her backyard!
Other families were walking around enjoying turkey legs and corn
on the cob. Birdle’s family had to work hard to find and manage enough
food to feed their family. Now, it seemed to Molly, there was food
everywhere in Silver Dollar City.

Her family didn’t need to can goods to store in a root cellar to
survive the winter! She saw drinking fountains and remembered
Birdle writing about walking to a spring to fetch water. Back in
St. Louis, her family lived in a three-bedroom, two-story home,
instead of a tiny, one-room cabin.
Things sure are different these days, Molly thought.
It suddenly occurred to Molly, though, that 200 years was a
long time with a lot of history, and she was a part of that history
too. Living as she did in St. Louis, with a laptop and running shoes,
she was just as much a Missourian as Birdle and her sister were,
washing clothes in the spring. Genevieve and Miriam Lynch
running Marvel Cave and Mary Herschend and her sons creating
Silver Dollar City were a part of Missouri history too. It took lots
of different people with lots of different lives to make a state.
Suddenly, the rollercoaster lurched, and Molly and her
family catapulted down the track! She threw her hands up and
screamed along with the rest of the riders as the coaster twisted
and turned down drops and around hair-splitting corners. By the
time it screeched to a stop and her family climbed off, Molly felt
exhilarated. What a day!
“Where to next?” Molly’s mom asked the family.
Molly thought back to where Silver Dollar City all started.
“How about Marvel Cave?” she suggested.
Molly smiled and grabbed her dad’s hand as she and her family
left behind the bright summer sunshine and stepped into the cool
air of the Missouri cave.

Newspaper Connections:
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