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Customize Valentine’s Day bouquets with flowers that have specific meanings.

What various flowers can represent

Flowers are popular come Valentine’s
Day, as various blooms can signify love
and affection. Roses are one of the most
popular flowers to gift on Valentine’s
Day, and according to Bankrate, men
and women can expect to spend $41.66
on a dozen roses.
Some gift-givers may want to deviate
from the standard bouquet of roses and
offer flowers that are more in tune with
their recipients’ preferences.
Flowers have long been used to convey certain feelings in many cultures.
Folklore, poetry and mythologies have
played a role in defining the various
meanings associated with certain
blooms.
Understanding the meanings behind
various flowers can help Valentine’s Day
celebrants more accurately express their
feelings toward the special people in
their lives. Read on to learn more about
what certain blooms may symbolize.
• Amaryllis: This flower symbolizes
splendid beauty and can be given to
indicate worth beyond beauty.

• Aster: The popular aster symbolizes
wisdom and devotion.
• Bird of Paradise: The interesting
shape and rarity of these blooms symbolizes joyfulness and magnificence. It
can be an exciting flower, and one that
evokes feelings of anticipation.
• Black-eyed Susan: These vibrant
blooms represent justice and can be ideal for the person who works in the legal
profession.
• Carnation: A less expensive alternative to roses, carnations represent pride
and beauty. Furthermore, the colors of
carnations represent different meanings.
Red symbolizes love, while pink is for
a mother’s love and white represents
innocence and pure love.
• Daisy: Innocence and purity are the
meanings behind the yellow and white
daisy. This can be the perfect pick for
new, young love.
• Freesia: Those wanting to evoke
passionate feelings can choose freesia,
which is also said to mean “joy.”
• Hydrangea: Hydrangeas symbolize

heartfelt emotions and can be used
to express gratitude for being understood. This may be the perfect “making
amends” flower.
• Lilac: Couples seeking tranquility and
passion can turn to lilacs. The calming
lavender hues also can be a welcome
change in floral arrangements.
• Rose: Of course, no Valentine’s flower
roundup would be complete without
roses. Roses represent love and passion,
and, like carnations, their colors symbolize different things. Red roses represent
desire, pink roses suggest happiness and
white roses symbolize worthiness. Avoid
yellow roses, which suggest fading love.
• Zinnia: Zinnias symbolize thoughts of
distant friends and can make a thoughtful friendship arrangement to send to a
faraway comrade.
Flowers are part of many Valentine’s
Day celebrations. By learning the meanings behind different flowers, men and
women can make their feelings better
known.

Top gifts for your valentine
Valentine’s Day is an opportunity to
show the ones you love just how much
you care about them. This is achieved
through various gestures, including giving heartfelt gifts.
Research from Business Insider found
that 51 percent of Americans now celebrate Valentine’s Day. While a recent poll
from Insights West found that although
many Canadians view Valentine’s Day as
overly commercial, 75 percent still plan
on celebrating it. People are still spending big bucks on making Valentine’s Day
special. The National Retail Federation
indicates Americans spent more than
$20.7 billion on the holiday in 2019 and
forecasters predict similar spending in
2020.
Every Valentine’s Day, certain gifts
emerge as the most popular. While
certain gifts are common, there are ways
to make them seem fresh and exciting.
Here are some ideas for Valentine’s Day
gifting.
Flowers
The National Retail Federation estimates that people spend around $2
billion on flowers for gifts. While roses
are much sought after, thinking outside
the bouquet can produce unique results.
Choose different blooms, perhaps a
loved one’s favorite flower or something
regional. Potted plants also will last

longer than cut flowers, giving them
more staying power. Skip bouquets in
favor of table centerpieces, which can be
eye-catching.
Jewelry
Gifting jewelry can be tricky because it

is such a personal gift that must tie into
a sweetheart’s style. It may be tempting
to go with something large and flashy or
full of diamonds, but a better option is
to take inventory of what your loved one
wears on a daily basis and try to mimic
the size and scope in your gift. Other
thoughtful jewelry gifts include understated pendant necklaces or bracelets
engraved with key dates or the names
of their children. Colored gemstones in
lieu of diamonds also may be a striking

choice.
Entertainment
Dinner and a movie is a classic date
night, but on Valentine’s Day restaurants
and theaters may be overcrowded and
only offer limited menus. An alternative
can be to arrange for a gourmet meal to
be delivered and wrap up a new streaming movie/TV device already primed
with a subscription to his or her favorite
streaming service. Then all you need to
do is snuggle on the sofa for a romantic
night in.
Chocolates and candy
Roughly $1.8 billion is spent on candy
each Valentine’s Day, says the National
Retail Federation. A box of chocolates
certainly can fit the bill, but other options abound. Perhaps a sweetheart has
a favorite candy that recalls his or her
childhood or prefers a chocolate maker
from his or her hometown. Purchase
those items to add a bit of nostalgia.
Make the holiday magical by setting up
a candy bar right at home, where your
sweetheart can pick and choose from
candies displayed in eye-catching bowls
and canisters. Another novel idea is to
use candy molds to make your own
sweet treats.
Thoughtful Valentine’s Day gifts can
make the day even more special for
sweethearts.
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The role of technology in agriculture
Modern industry is driven by technology. Advancements in technology have changed how business is
conducted, with some industries undergoing dramatic
changes since the dawn of the 21st century.
While agriculture might not be the first industry people think of when reflecting on the changing nature of
industry, The National Institute of Food and Agriculture
notes that modern farms are vastly different than those
from a few decades ago.
Farmers have long relied on technology to make their
operations as efficient, productive and profitable as
possible. Precision agriculture, which refers to technological advances designed to propel agriculture into
the modern, computerized and information-based
world, is helping the agricultural sector become more
profitable and efficient while also improving safety
and making agriculture more eco-friendly. In addition,
the NIFA notes that the modern agricultural industry
employs technology such as robots, temperature and
moisture sensors, aerial images, and global positioning
systems.
If it sounds complicated, that’s because it is. For exam-

ple, modern sensors can detect soil conditions, potentially producing hundreds of readings per second.
These sensors help farmers know the best possible
time to plant seeds so they can reach their full potential. That improves both the efficiency of modern farms
as well as their output.
The NIFA also notes that agricultural technology has
reduced waste. For instance, thanks to agricultural
technology, farmers no longer have to apply water,
fertilizers and pesticides uniformly across entire fields.
Technology has shown that farmers can simply target
specific areas or even treat individual plants differently.
That saves time and allows farmers to use only minimal
quantities of water, fertilizer and pesticides. In addition,
according to the NIFA, employing agricultural technology in this fashion leads to higher crop productivity and
reduces runoff of chemicals into rivers and groundwater, thereby reducing the farm’s impact on local ecosystems.
Modern farms are technological marvels where various technologies are being employed to produce crops
more efficiently and safely than ever before.

How farmers are using
drones
While the men and women who made their livings as farmers decades ago would no doubt still
recognize certain farm features that have withstood the test of time, they might not understand
the inner workings of the modern farm, particularly in regard to the role technology now plays
within the agricultural sector.
Technology has changed agriculture in myriad

ways. The methods farmers employ to produce
food and improve the efficiency of their operations has changed as technology has evolved.
One of the more noticeable changes is the use of
agricultural drones.
Drones have been around for decades and can
be utilized in ways that can save farmers money
and protect the planet.
• Monitor crops: Drones can help farmers effectively monitor their crops. With a drone flying overhead, farmers can spot and quickly identify issues
affecting their crops before those issues escalate
into something larger.
• Soil analysis: Another potential benefit of agricultural drones highlights their role in analyzing
soil. Agricultural drones utilize complex mapping
functions to gather data about the soil, including
areas where it might be stressed.
• Reduce waste: SenseFly notes that data gathered by drones can help farmers determine the
vigor of their crops at various stages of growth.
Such information can prevent overfertilization and
overwatering, thereby reducing waste and runoff,
benefitting the planet as a result.
• Planning: Drones can be used to collect data on
crop growth and health at various times throughout the growing season. That can help farmers
develop accurate predictions regarding harvest
quality and crop yield, making it easier for them to
plan ahead.
Agricultural drones are one of the many examples
that illustrate how technology has changed and
will continue to change the ways modern farmers
conduct business.
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Great activities to
embrace this spring

And the Bible Says…
God’s Justice: Wrath and Blessings

Spring arrives in the Northern Hemisphere on
March 19, bringing with it visions of more hours of
sunshine, warmer temperatures and ample opportunities to embrace the great outdoors.
Come mid-March, people who live in climates
marked by cold winters have no doubt been anticipating spring fun in the sun for some time. Once
spring arrives, the following make for some great
activities.
Sports
Come spring, various sports fill up afternoon and
weekend schedules. Whether these are professional
sports or youth sports leagues, the games can be
a great way to spend time outdoors in the fresh,
suddenly warmer air.
Visit an orchard
Spring is a season when many berries, such as
strawberries, blackberries, and blueberries, begin
to ripen. Find your local pick-your-own establishment to spend a day having fun (and getting a little
messy) grabbing sweet berries for salads, jams and
pies.
Hit the links
It’s time to dust off the clubs and play the greens
at any of the thousands of golf courses in North
America. The National Golf Federation says the
United States is home to around 15,000 courses.
The warmer temperatures are ideal for practicing
your short game on the putting green or for playing
all 18 holes.
Get the patio ready for entertaining
Clean off patio furniture or start shopping for new
items if you didn’t partake in end-of-season sales.
This is just the start of the outdoor entertaining
season, and it pays to refresh the deck or patio
and invest in some quality furniture to keep guests
comfortable.
Plan a vacation
Many schools go on a hiatus for a week or two
during the spring, prompting otherwise busy families to get away for some R&R. Book early to score
the best deals on hotel rooms and flights.
Prepare gardening equipment
Before long, the grass will need mowing and the
shrubbery will have to be pruned. Ensure that lawn
and garden tools and equipment are in top form
before they are called into action. Stock up on fuel
for gas mowers and sharpen those pruning shears.
Give your bike a tune-up
Take your bike out of storage and give it a onceover. Now is the time to put air in the tires, grease
the chain and make sure that the brakes and other
equipment are working properly. Most bike helmet
manufacturers recommend replacing helmets every
three years, even if you haven’t been in a crash.
That’s because the polystyrene foam can degrade
over time from environmental exposure.
Visit a farm
Many farm animals give birth in the spring. Children may be excited to see piglets, foals, kids, and
all the other adorable young animals draw their first
breaths.
Spring’s arrival presents the perfect opportunity to
reacquaint oneself with the great outdoors.

Friends, every day of our life, we wake up and are
blessed with another day of breath. But what will you
do with it? Do we still believe it is “my life and I can do
whatever I want with it!” or do we consider it “I have
another day to make my life better, and the lives of others I come in contact with better!” How does one make
a life better? How would you define a better life?
I believe the best life would be one that results in
hearing God, our Creator, say “To him who overcomes
I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”
Revelation 3:21. Unfortunately, many will not receive
that opportunity, because of the choices we make
while living on this world. Matthew 7: 21-23 explains,
““Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your
name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’”
As the passage shows, religious people who think they
will enter heaven, don’t because they didn’t meet God’s
criteria. But it is based on our decisions through life. Is
this just? Absolutely! It is God’s justice, for 2 reasons:
1.) We are His creatures for His purpose, Ephesians 1.
2.) Because He created us with free-will to choose our
paths. He then told us the paths we can choose AND
the consequences of the choice we make.
Remember God cannot lie! The consequences are set
by God, as the laws of nature are set by God. When we
choose our paths in life, we are choosing the consequence with it. We can’t choose to live in lawlessness,
or iniquity/sin, and think we will still be invited to
live eternal in Heaven, for the wages of sin is death,
Romans 6:23! God has given man warnings of man’s
actions, sending the prophets, Jesus the Master Teach-
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er, the Apostles, etc. all revealing God’s warnings of the
consequences of sin. At the same time, God’s expectations of man to live according to His Will, was given so
all men can know how to please Him. Herein lies the
choices that must be fulfilled if we are to seek a home

in Heaven for eternity. We must follow His laws, live by
His ways. Jeremiah 10:23 says, “O Lord, I know the way
of man is not in himself;
It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.”
Solomon said in Proverbs 14: 12, “There is a way that
seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”
Laws are to establish justice, based on the lawgiver.
Man’s laws are flawed in that some are unjust when
established, and their purpose is to allow man to be
unjust and live outside the law. God’s laws are perfection and made to allow man to be perfect by God’s Will,
and be just before Him. Live according to His will and
you will please Him and receive all the blessings He has
promised us for obedience and fulfilling His purpose of
creation.
Next week, we will consider this further. Have a good
week and be safe.

Finding balance in a tech-driven world
Tech has made interacting and
collaborating with people from
all corners of the planet as convenient as conversing with a next
door neighbor. Technology also
has changed the face of education,
making it possible for students
from all walks of life to easily access
a wealth of information.
For all of its many attributes, technology has its drawbacks as well.
One of the notable detriments is the
“always on” reality of tech, as well
as the ability to become addicted to
such instant gratification.
According to a report in the Daily
Telegraph, on average people are
online 24 hours a week, twice as
long as 10 years ago. One in five
adults spends as much as 40 hours
a week online. According to Common Sense Media, teens spend an

average of nine hours a day online,
compared to about six hours for
kids between the ages of eight and
12 and 50 minutes for children eight
years old and younger.
Technology also has blurred the
lines that distinguish work and
personal time. Today’s workers can
take work home, work remotely and
even check work emails or put in
some hours while on vacation. Children, too, can pay a price as a result
of engaging with technology.
These tips may help adults and
children regain control and find
balance in a tech-driven world.
• Set strict usage times. According to Net Nanny, a technology
and internet watchdog site, being
plugged into devices directly affects
the brain by keeping it in a state
of constant stimulation. This can

make it difficult for the brain to get
the downtime it needs to recharge.
• Put devices on silent. If you or
your children cannot resist the lure
of devices, set them on silent or put
them out of sight and out of reach
at key times during the day.
• Beef up in-person socialization.
Instead of texting or emailing, speak
with friends, family and coworkers
in person.
• Increase exercise. Time spent
outdoors away from computers or
other devices can be beneficial to
the mind and body.
• Find alternative solutions. Rather
than running an internet search
every time you have a question,
look up answers in a book, travel to
learn about new things, experience
new hobbies, and immerse yourself
in the physical world.

• Direct Mail
• Online
• Mobile

NAME ________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________
CITY _______________ST ____ ZIP ________
PHONE _______________________________
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$40/year in Macon & Shelby Counties.
Adjoining Missouri Counties -- $45/year
Elsewhere -- $60/year
Online -- $25/year
MAIL TO: 115 N. RUBEY, MACON, MO 63552
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How to incorporate more heart-healthy
foods into your diet
Diet and heart health go
hand in hand. The American Heart Association
notes that a healthy diet
and lifestyle are the best
weapons to fight cardiovascular diseases, which
the World Health Organization says kill more
people across the globe
each year than any other
disease.
Men and women do not
need degrees in nutrition
science to create hearthealthy diets for themselves and their families.
In fact, the familiar calls
to “eat your fruits and
vegetables” many adults
recall from childhood
lessons or nights around
the family dinner table
still bear weight today. A
diet that is rich in fruits
and vegetables is a hallmark of a healthy lifestyle.
And supplementing such
a diet with other hearthealthy foods is a great
way to reduce one’s risk
for cardiovascular disease.
Fruits and vegetables
The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services notes that fruits and
vegetables are healthy
whether they’re fresh, frozen, canned, and/or dried.
The AHA advises eating
fruits and vegetables with
every meal and snack,
and that may require a little creativity as you sneak
them into favorite dishes.
For example, the AHA suggests replacing half the
ground meat in recipes
for burgers, meatloaf or
meatballs with cooked

chopped mushrooms.
The mushrooms can be
finely chopped with a
knife or food processor,
and then sautéed in some
olive oil until they’re soft.
They can then be mixed
in with the lean meat, and
the meal can be cooked
as it normally would. At
the breakfast table, add
fruit to a bowl of cereal to
make for a more flavorful
morning meal.
Dairy products
When purchasing dairy
products, the DHHS

recommends sticking to
fat-free or low-fat options. Replace whole milk
with fat-free or 1 percent
milk and buy only fatfree or low-fat cheese.
When snacking, reach for
fat-free or low-fat plain
yogurt or cottage cheese.
You can even add fruit or
vegetables to such snacks
to make snack time even
more heart-healthy.
Proteins
Healthy proteins are
another way people can
promote heart health with
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Dine Your Heart Out
Friday, February 14th
Hours : 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

½ lb Boiled Shrimp $16.99
1 lb Boiled Shrimp $21.99
10 pc Fried Shrimp $19.99

1 pc Whole Fried Fish $15.99
2 pc Whole Fried Fish $19.99

8 ounce Chicken Parmesan $19.99
Ribeye 12 oz $21.99
Surf-N-Turf
-w/8pc Boiled Shrimp $29.99
-w/4pc Fried Shrimp

All Served with Choice of Baked Potato or Smashed Potatoes,
One Trip Salad Bar, Roll, Dessert and Drink

Reservations Available

36 & 3 Café
319 South Chestnut St.
Callao, Missouri 63534
660-768-5440 or 660-676-4602

The Annual Meeting of the
Long Branch Area YMCA
will take place on Monday,
February 17 at 7:30 pm
in the YMCA Meeting
Room. All interested YMCA
members may attend.

3 common DIY
mistakes to avoid
Pride tends to swell when homeowners successfully complete do-it-yourself projects on their homes.
In addition to saving homeowners money, DIY
projects provide a unique way for men and women
to personally connect with their homes. The ability
to look at a finished project and say it’s a result of
your own handiwork can make a home feel more
your own.
As fun and fulfilling as DIY projects can be, they
also can be nerve-wracking and induce anxiety.
When DIY projects falter, fixing them can prove costly, as homeowners typically must call in contractors
to correct their mistakes and get a project back on
track. That results in additional labor and material
costs that might have been avoidable, especially
for homeowners who make an effort to avoid some
common DIY mistakes.

their daily diets. When
choosing proteins at the
grocery store, the AHA
recommends choosing
chicken and fish over red
meats. That’s because
red meats, which include
beef and lamb, have more
saturated fat than chicken
and fish. Saturated fats
increase blood cholesterol levels and can worsen
heart disease, while the
unsaturated fats in fish
like salmon can actually
reduce the risk for cardiovascular issues like
heart failure and ischemic
stroke. When preparing
poultry, remove the skin,
as most of the saturated
fat in poultry is found just
beneath the skin.
Grains
When buying grains,
the DHHS recommends
reading the ingredients
list on the package before
purchasing. Make sure
whole wheat or another
whole grain is the first
item listed in the ingredients list, and choose only
those products that say
100 percent whole grain.
Instead of preparing white
rice as a side dish, serve
brown or wild rice, quinoa
or oats.
A heart-healthy diet is
easy to design and just as
flavorful as less healthy
alternatives.

1. Failure to secure permits
Even though homeowners own their homes, that
does not mean they have carte blanche to do what
they want with them. Many renovation projects
require homeowners to secure permits before
projects can commence. Some may even require
additional permits as the projects advance. If proper permits are not secured, homeowners may be
fined and projects may be nixed, regardless of how
much money homeowners have spent up to that
point. Before beginning a home renovation project,
homeowners should always contact their local permit office to determine if any permits are required.
Bankrate.com notes that permits are often required
for any project larger than painting or wallpapering.
2. Overestimating your abilities
DIY television shows make home renovation
projects look easy, but reality suggests otherwise.
Homeowners with little or no experience renovating
a home may want to take classes before they think
about starting a project on their own. Even online
tutorials tend to make jobs appear easier than they
are. Roofing and plumbing projects tend to be best
left to the professionals, as these projects can be
either dangerous or vulnerable to disaster if not
addressed by trained professionals.
3. Incorrect materials
Whether it’s to save money or a byproduct of
inexperience, DIYers do not
always choose the correct
materials for a job. Experienced contractors have
Garage Doors LLC
ample experience working
with all sorts of materials
"North Central Missouri's #1 Doorman"
and are therefore in a
unique position to recommend the best materials
for any given job. That resource is not available for
DIYers, who must perform
ample research before
beginning a job so the
project involves the most
appropriate materials.
Incorrect materials can be
a sunken cost that derails
a project, but even jobs
completed using incorrect
materials may need to be
redone a lot more quickly
than those that employed
the right materials the first
time.
Many home renovation
projects can be completed
without the help of profesShowroom Hours:
sional contractors., especially when homeowners
8-4:30 Mon-Fri
take steps to avoid some
www.glennsgaragedoorsllc.com of the more common mistakes made by DIYers.

Glenn's

1229 Holman Rd. Moberly, MO
660-263-1655
Residential / Commercial
/ Farm
GARAGE DOORS
GARAGE DOOR OPENERS
GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS &
MAINTENANCE OVERHEAD
TRUCK DOOR REPAIRS

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com
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Pay for 3 weeks and get the 4th week free!

CLASSIFIEDS
KEEP WARM
When the
Snow Flies!

SENIOR HOUSING -Ma-

con Senior Housing Inc. has
1-bedroom apartments available for rent to eligible tenants. Utilities paid. Laundry
facilities. Refrigerator and
range provided. Maintenance
provided. Smoke free apartments. Karen Murr or Vicky
McLeland 660-415-7287 for
more information. This institution is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.
(TFN)
HOUSES FOR RENT: in
Macon, Atlanta, Moberly, La
Plata and Kirksville. $375 to
$1750 /month. 3 bedroom
farm house with 20 acres
near Callao. Commercial
properties also available.
660-341-9081 (tfn)
HOUSES FOR RENT:
Rent to own 1 to 2 bedroom
houses in Clarence. $495
month, newly remodeled,
excellent condition. Call 573469-2080 timmonsjohn68@
yahoo.com (tfn)
FOR RENT very nice twobedroom house in Clarence.
$500 per month with 500
deposit. 660 651-0960

Energy Efficient for
Low Electric Costs

Brookview
Apartments
of LaPlata
Call Manager at 660-3466974
for an application
IIUD Approved Vouchers
Welcome
www.brookviewapts.com
MO RELAY 711

"Brookview is an equal opportunity
provider and employer"

WANT PHOTOS and
Stories about Bevier &
Southern Electrolocation for
Jacksonville Branch. John
Swearingen, Brookfield 660
734-5055

HELP WANTED

Starting Wage $10.00
Open interviews
Monday& Tuesday 9am-10am
• Career Opportunities
• Flexible Hours
• Quality Benefits for
full-time Employees
after one year:
- 2 weeks paid vacation
-Eligible for insurance
APPLY AT:
www.mcdonalds.com/careers

Macon Municipal Utilities is requesting bids for the replacement of a lift station at the Blees Industrial Park and part
of the wastewater collection system. Please contact Mike
Llewellyn, Supervisor in the Underground Facilities department, at (660) 651-4784 with questions. Bid packets
can be reviewed at www.maconutilities.com under News &
Updates. If the accepted bid is over $75,000, this will be a
prevailing wage project according Missouri Department of
Labor & Industrial Relations policies. Bids will be opened at
the MMU Business Office, 106 W. Bourke Street, Macon, MO
63552 at 2:00 pm on Wednesday, March 11, 2020. MMU reserves the right to accept or reject any bids.
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustments will
hold a public hearing at 5:15 p.m. on March 05, 2020, at Macon City Hall, 106 West Bourke Street, Macon, Missouri. The
Board of Adjustments will review the following matters:
1. Request for rear yard variances of 20-feet, side yard variance of 12.5-feet, and front yard variance of 13-feet to allow
for construction of a 50’x120’ commercial warehouse/RV &
Boat storage garage – Holman Properties LLC .

PUBLIC HEARING ADVERTISEMENT
A public hearing will be held on Monday, March 16, 2020 at
5:15 p.m. by the Board of Public Works for the City of Macon,
Missouri on proposed user rates for the Wastewater Collection and Treatment Operations for the purpose of receiving
comments and views from interested parties. The hearing
will be held at City Hall, 106 West Bourke Street, Macon, Missouri 63552. Information relating to wastewater operations
is available for public inspection at the City Hall or at www.
maconutilities.com. Written comments may be submitted
to the Macon Municipal Utilities General Manager Stephanie
Wilson at the above address prior to the date of the hearing.
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on March 05,
2020, at Macon City Hall, 106 West Bourke Street, Macon,
Missouri. The Planning and Zoning will review the following
matter:

Commonly known as 303 West Bourke Street.

The purpose of the public hearing is to acquaint the public
generally as well as all persons who may be affected, and
to hear any remonstrance’s and objections to said requests.
Mary Lou Craigg, City Clerk

Mary Lou Craigg, City Clerk

Hudson Township Special Road District is requesting bids
from quarries for rock, hauled by Hudson Township. Bids
to be effective from MARCH 1, 2020 to MARCH 1, 2021.
Interested bidders should call 660-385-4432 or make
arrangements to pick up required bid specification sheet.
Bids may be left at the road district shop at 2110 Jims
Road, Macon, Mo or mailed to Hudson Township Special
Road District, P.O. Box 312, Macon, Mo. 63552
BIDS WILL BE OPENED MARCH 3, 2020 AT 4:00 p.m. at
the road district shop. Commission reserves the right to
reject any or all bids.
PUBLIC HEARING ADVERTISEMENT
A public hearing will be held on Monday, March 16, 2020 at
5:15 p.m. by the Board of Public Works for the City of Macon,
Missouri on proposed user rates for the Wastewater Collection and Treatment Operations for the purpose of receiving
comments and views from interested parties. The hearing
will be held at City Hall, 106 West Bourke Street, Macon, Missouri 63552. Information relating to wastewater operations
is available for public inspection at the City Hall or at www.
maconutilities.com. Written comments may be submitted
to the Macon Municipal Utilities General Manager Stephanie
Wilson at the above address prior to the date of the hearing.

MISSOURI REAL ESTATE

AUCTION

Located near Shelbina, MO • Shelby County

Jack Hayes Trust

ACRES
40.6
THURS., FEB. 13TH • 11AM
±

Held at the American Legion Hall - Shelbina, MO

• Land will be sold Absolute, No Reserve
• Nearly 100% highly tillable cropland
• Highway frontage with great access and great
location near major highway

LAND COMPANY LLC

Subscribe to the
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today and don’t
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Anthony Peoples - 660.651.6501
Jay Scott Gander - 660.676.1479
Steve Peoples 660-651-6500

Check our Website for Updated Information

www.peopleslandco.com

To be qualified you must have a high school diploma
or GED, including successful completion of an
algebra course. Related materials testing or highway
construction experience strongly preferred.
Employment applications are available on-line at www.
modot.org and must be submitted by February 14, 2020
to be considered for this vacancy.
Drug Free Work Environment ·
Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action
Employer M/F/D/V

TEACHER NEEDED

Immaculate Conception prides itself on the
development of students, who through leadership,
character, and a solid Catholic/Christian education
become integral and participating members of our
community.
Applicants must be willing to work closely with the
pastor. The qualified candidate must be a practicing
Catholic in good standing with the Church, have at
least 3 years teaching experience, and a Master’s
Degree in Education with a Principal’s Certificate
or working toward it. Applicants should file an
application with the Diocese of Jefferson City at www.
diojeffcity.org and send a letter of interest to Fr. Ben
Nwosu – icchurchmacon@gmail.com. Application
deadline is February 10, 2019.

Chariton Valley is accepting bids for the
2020/2021 mowing season.

Please send an e-mail to JoDee Lodder
jlodder@charitonvalley.com to receive a bid package
via e-mail. Or you may pick up a bid package at the
address below.
You may bid any or all locations.
All bids are due at Chariton Valley Headquarters, by
5:00 p.m., March 6, 2020,
or they may be sent via e-mail to
jlodder@charitonvalley.com
Chariton Valley Headquarters
1213 E. Briggs Drive
Macon, MO 63552
Chariton Valley reserves the right to reject
any and all bids.
If you have questions, contact JoDee Lodder
at 660-395-9607.
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The construction technician assists in the inspection of
highway and bridge construction projects by performing
basic construction tests on materials; inspecting concrete
plants and/or grading paving materials; interpreting
construction specifications and construction plans; and
maintaining accurate and detailed records. This position
may also assist with routine layout, staking and surveying
of construction projects. This is a full-time benefit-eligible
position with starting salary at $14.52/hour or $30,192
annually.

Property commonly known as 303 West Bourke Street.
Property legally described as: East 60’ of Lots Fourteen
(14), Fifteen (15), and Sixteen (16) in block Ninety-Six (96)
Old Macon Hudson Addition in the City of Macon, Macon
County, Missouri.

ROCK BID REQUEST

Join a team environment to help the Missouri
transportation system progress! MoDOT is now hiring
quality individuals with a good work ethic and positive
attitude. The equipment technician is a career ladder
position and, depending on the successful candidate’s
qualifications and experience, could be hired at entry
level, intermediate, or senior levels.

Request to rezone property from R-4 Multiple Family
Dwelling District to B-1 Central Business District – Holman
Properties L.L.C.

Property being legally described as: East 60’ of Lots Fourteen (14), Fifteen (15), and Sixteen (16) in Block Ninety-Six
(96) Old Macon Hudson Addition in the City of Macon,
Macon County, Missouri
The purpose of the public hearing is to acquaint the public
generally as well as all persons who may be affected, and
to hear any remonstrance’s and objections to said requests.

NOW HIRING A
CONSTRUCTION TECHNICIAN AT
THE MACON OR TROY PROJECT OFFICE

Immaculate Conception School, located in Macon,
Missouri is seeking a teaching principal for the
2020-2021 school year. Current K-8 enrollment is 60
students.

LEGAL NOTICES
Request for Bids
Replacement of South Blees Lift Station

HELP WANTED

Be Part of the MoDOT Team!

NEW RATES: $12 per week for up to 20 words, 10¢ per word thereafter. Ads in both Home Press and Journal: $20 per week 10¢ per word thereafter

FOR RENT
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5 ways to leave a lasting
legacy
It is customary for people to take inventory of their
lives as they grow older, wondering about their impact
on the world and the people closest to them. A legacy
is often the story of one’s life and the things he or she
did through the years.

The good thing about a legacy is it is never too early to
begin planning. The following are some guidelines that
can help people establish lasting legacies.
• Keep track of your story. Grab a journal and start
jotting down events that occur in your life. Mention particular achievements or notable things that occur from
day to day. Pepper these accounts with stories of your
family and childhood to start establishing an autobiography of sorts.
• Consider your daily actions. Even though people may
imagine it is the grand gestures that are remembered
most, quite often it’s the simplest acts that make the
most impact. Think about the way you treat others
each and every day. Smile at people, compliment others and offer positive advice when it is sought.
• Research investments that are profitable. If the goal
is to make money to leave for future generations, investigate your options. These include assets that can retain their value. According to NewRetirement.com and
Stepping Stone Financial, Inc., vacation homes mean

Obituaries
Myrna Lou Clifton Lyda

Myrna Lou Clifton
Lyda, 86, passed away
Wednesday, January 29,
2020 at her home surrounded by her family.
Myrna was born on January 21, 1934 in the family
home East of Jacksonville,
MO, the 3rd child and
only daughter to Everett
and Jewel Wilson Clifton. She spent most of her
childhood at Enterprise,
South of Clarence, where
her parents owned the general store. She graduated
from Clarence High School in 1952 and soon began
working as a teller at the Clarence State Bank. Myrna
met Lynn Lyda in the spring of 1956 and 2 months later they were married and living in Atlanta. They lived
in Atlanta, Leonard, Clarence, Ralls, TX, then Macon
over the nearly 64 years of their marriage. They raised
and loved 3 children, Lynnette (Paul) Long, Bevier, MO, Kevin (Kim) Lyda, Cheyenne, WY, and Kyle
(Ashley Teter) Lyda, Macon, MO. She was a career
homemaker with craft or sewing projects always in
progress. She also served her family as sports Mom,
grandkid babysitter, and farm cook. She was an accomplished seamstress and later in life, a quilter, constructing and handquilting over 35 quilts. Many of
these will be on display at the visitation.
Many years ago, she and her Mother, Jewel started attending the Missouri State Fair, and none were missed,
including this past summer. They were there opening
morning and rarely came home until the end of the

a lot to families and they also can be a source of future
revenue should they be rented or sold. Speaking with
a financial advisor also can be a sound way to invest
the right way to accumulate assets that can be passed
down as a legacy.
• Name children or other relatives as beneficiaries on
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs). With Roth IRAs,
distributions are tax-free as long as the person who set
up the IRA met the five-year holding period for contributions and conversions. Beneficiaries can have five
years to take out money from the account; otherwise,
they can convert the plan to an Inherited IRA, which

fair. While Jewel enjoyed every moment in the cattle
and horse barns, Myrna was in the Home Ec Building
for every demonstration and quilt show.
In 1975 she was introduced to trout fishing and so
began her long love affair with Bennett Springs State
Park. Very few months went by during trout season
that you couldn’t find her near Whistle Bridge with her
limit of fish.
Myrna was a Charter Member of the Crossroads
Christian Church; being a part of the founding families that formed that Church in the early 70’s.
She is survived by her husband Lynn, her children
and these Grandchildren: Beth Mettes, Leah Springer,
Luke Long, Billy Bryant, Logan Lyda, Andrew Lyda,
Kole Lyda, Brennen Lyda, Lexy and Zayden Barnes.
Great Grandchildren Braidey Mettes, Rilyn Springer,
McKenzie and Samantha Bryant, Maggie and James
Lyda, and Owen Lyda. Nieces and Nephews: Anita Clifton, Alan Clifton, Roy Clifton, Donna Clifton,
Greg Clifton, and Connie Lyda, along with many special friends and fishing buddies.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 2 brothers,
Geryl Lee and Donald Clifton, and a granddaughter,
Everly Lyda.
At Myrna’s specific request, her tired earthly body
was cremated and the ashes will be buried at the family
farm cemetery at a later time.
Visitation will be held at the Crossroads Christian
Church on Saturday, February 1, 2020 from 1-4 p.m.
Please remember her with your support to Tri County Christian School.
Arrangements are under the direction of the Hutton
& McElwain Funeral Home in Macon.

stretches out distributions over their life expectancy,
according to Investopedia, an online financial resource.
• Write a legacy letter. A legacy letter is a way to speak
directly to loved ones and say all those things that you
had wished you told them earlier but maybe didn’t find
the words or perhaps never had the time, according to
Forbes. The letter ensures others know just how much
joy they brought to your life and the pride you had in
knowing them.
Leaving a legacy is something people start to think
about as they grow older, but it’s easy to start planning
a legacy regardless of your age.
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Facts about teen drivers every parent should know
As exciting as driving can be for teens,
it’s often a source of concern for their
parents. Young drivers do not have much
experience behind the wheel. When
coupled with teenagers’ propensity for
engaging in risky behaviors, that inexperience can be a cause for anxiety for their
parents.
• The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention states that motor vehicle
crashes are the leading cause of death
for teens in the United States. In 2017,
2,364 teens between the ages of 16 and
19 were killed in motor vehicle accidents,
and about 300,000 were treated at an
emergency room for injuries suffered in
crashes.
• Desjardins Insurance advises that
young Canadians represent only 13

percent of the licenced driving population
in Canada but account for approximately
20 percent of motor vehicle deaths and
injuries.
• Sixteen-year-old drivers in the United
States have higher crash rates than drivers of any other age, notes the Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin.
• The U.S. Department of Transportation
notes that 229 teens were killed in distraction-affected crashes in 2017.
• The majority of traumatic injuries to
Canadian teens between the ages of 15
and 19 are suffered in car crashes.
• Geico Insurance’s “Teen Driving Statistics” says one in five 16-year-old drivers is
involved in an auto accident within their
first year of driving.
Inadequate instruction may contrib-
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ute to the alarming accident statistics
involving teen drivers. According to
Carcontrol.com, the average 16-year-old
soccer player gets 1,500 hours of coached
practice. Conversely, only 50 hours of
driving experience is required in Ohio for
a driver’s license.
The following strategies can help keep
teen drivers and the roads they traverse
safe.
• Enforce seat belt use, as teens and
young adults tend to have the lowest seat
belt use rates, offers the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
• Encourage teens to slow down while
driving. Insufficient distance between
vehicles and driving over the speed limit
increases the risk of being involved in an
accident.

• Even though alcohol consumption is illegal for people under the age of 21 in the
United States, many teens have admitted
to drinking or riding with others under the
influence. Drinking alcohol slows reaction
time and may loosen inhibitions, which is
dangerous for any driver, and may be especially so for inexperienced teen drivers.
Initiate a parent-teen pact to always ask
for a ride and avoid drunk driving.
• Rally for stricter graduated driver licensing requirements. Many states have a
GDL program with certain restrictions, but
perhaps even more stringent restrictions
can keep teens safer, longer.
With support from parents, lawmakers,
law enforcement, and teens themselves,
teen driving accidents and injuries can be
reduced.
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