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On this day in 1991, 42 are killed in exhibition soccer match in Johannesburg, South Africa. most of the deaths occurred when panicked spectators
were crushed against a fence around the field and trampled by people fleeing the fighting.

Lane Selected to the Missouri La Plata Student Wins
All-State Band
National Horatio Alger
Scholarship
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Congrats to La Plata senior Owen Miller-Fast!
He won the National Horatio Alger scholarship.
It is $25,000 and includes an all-expense paid trip
to Washington, DC to accept the award. Only 106
students in the entire US were awarded this scholarship this year!
The Horatio Alger Association seeks students who
have exhibited determination, integrity, and perseverance
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Warren Lane, a senior at Macon High School, has been selected to the Missouri All-State Band. On December 7, over 1,400
students from across Missouri met at Hickman High School in
Columbia, Missouri, to audition for the honor of participating in
the top honor band in the state. Only 108 students are accepted
into the All-State Band.]]Warren auditioned with Alto and Tenor
saxophones. He received 1st chair Tenor and 3rd chair Alto. He
chose to play Alto.
The All-State Band will meet, rehearse, and perform at the Missouri Music Educators Association Conference on January 2225, 2020, at Tan-Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach, Missouri.
The conductor and clinician for the 2019-2020 Missouri AllState Band is Dr. Kevin Sedatole, Director of Bands, Professor of
Music, and Chair of the Conducting Area at the Michigan State
University College of Music.
The only performance of the All-State Band will be at 1:30 on
January 25, 2020 in the Grand Salon at Tan-Tar-A Resort.

Howe Proud of Students

I am so incredibly proud
of these kids! They got
pledges for reading in 60
minute increments. They
were able to raise $680 for
the Heifer International program. My students
were able to purchase one
heifer, one goat, a beehive,
and a flock of chickens for
families in need across the
globe! Their kind hearts
will help lift families out
of poverty! My heart is
so full. I couldn’t be more
proud of them! Their excitement to help others is
humbling! - Mrs. Howe
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By Ben Nelson
MACON, MO -- The
Macon Police Department has officially
unionized under Laborers Local 42 Law
Enforcement Division.
The division mainly
represents clients in the
Metro Area around St.
Louis, all of St. Charles
County Law Enforcement, and Corporal
and Sgts. in Moberly
and Chillicothe. Bill Stark, Director of Law Enforcement Division at Local 42, stated that this
union provides a Legal Defense Fund for members
that pay dues; which helps cover costs of a lawsuit
(civil and criminal) that could be brought against
an officer acting within the scope of their duties.
Stark stated that they were contacted back in Early
November of this past year in regards to the Macon Police Department wanting to unionize. The
Union covers Corporals, Sgts., Dispatchers, Bailiffs,
etc. within the department. Once the majority of
personnel signed to formally organize, the union
reached out to the City of Macon to begin collective
bargaining negotiations (memorandum of understanding). “The City of Macon has been very cooperative throughout the process,” stated Stark.
Bill Stark went on to say that the biggest reason
the Macon Police Department chose to unionize
is for several reasons: Job security, fair treatment,
and possible internal issues within the department
such as inequities in the current pay system of the
Macon Police Department. Stark emphasized that
job protection is their biggest priority including the
elimination of “At-Will status” which essentially
gives an employer any right to terminate an employee without establishing just-cause. “We don’t
want to scare anyone with the idea that we are only
here to hike up wages,” stated Stark.
In closing, Mr. Stark stated that the union will
champion local programs in the communities that
they are in; “We do sponsorships for local sports
teams, programs, etc. We sponsor the semi-pro
football team in Chillicothe.”
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ATLANTA NEWS
Women’s Council met at Atlanta Christian
Church on January 8 with 15 ladies present. Sharon Pennington read Romans 5:6 The group
sang the chorus of “One Day” and Barb Slaughter
opened the meeting with prayer. Thank you notes
were read from Pat Gwin and Laura Rhoades. A
Mother- Daughter event will be help at the church
on January 18 at 1:30 PM. All ladies are welcome.

THANK YOU!

I wish to thank my family, friends
and neighbors for making my 90th
birthday a very special day. Thanks
to my daughter Pat Noll Hearrold
for all she has done for me, not
only for my birthday but for the
things she has done for me over the
years. Thanks to those who traveled
a good distance. Thanks for all the
cards, gifts & flowers. Thanks to
Mrs. Knapp for the beautiful cake &
thanks to my church family for all
their prayers and support.
-Gloria Noll

Denise Case will be in charge. A snowman craft
and a food craft will be made. Finger foods will be
available.. The Randy Johnson Memorial fund raiser, Christmas In The Park, will probably be held on
a Saturday this year. Someone has volunteered to
pay for the use of the Community Building for the
event. It was announced that volunteers are needed to take turns teaching Children’s Church. There
were 28 youth in 7th-12th grades at the church lock
in on January 3. The youth will be attending Winter
Jam in Kansas City on January 24. Thirty Valentine
cards were signed to send to shut ins and our college
students. The church carry in Valentine’s meal will
be held on February 9 after morning services. The
Nelson Family will be presenting a program following the meal. The community is invited. Lana Bo-

By Marsha Hammons

geart will decorate table for the meal. Our projects
for January are collecting paper products for Ronald McDonald House and wish list items for Ray of
Hope. We will present each project with $50 when
the collected items are delivered. A Mister Mister
Day in February was discussed. Barb Slaughter will
ask Dale Loveland if he can be in charge. We voted
to give a total of 2 joy boxes and adopt 1 family for
Christmas this year. Dawn Moore reported sending 31 greeting cards from the group during the last
month. Prayer requests were given and Linda Phillips led in prayer. Bev Harrington gave a devotion
from “Mornings With Jesus” on Compassion and
cited Luke 7:13. Sharon Pennington served refreshments.

Maddex Stepping Down from Superintendent

SHELBINA, MO -- Shelby County R-lV Superintendent, Tim Maddex, will be stepping away from
the helm of the district to return to the classroom.
“I am excited to be headed back into the classroom
at Shelby County R-IV. While I am not sure what
I will be teaching next year, I know my duties will
include teaching and some administrative work.”
Maddex expressed that
it was his desire to teach
that lead him into the
education profession in
the first place. Coupled
with other factors, he
feels that it’s an appropriate time to return to
his “roots.” Superintendent Maddex cited more
family time and health
complications as factors
that ultimately lead him
to decide in stepping
away from being superintendent. By doing this,
it “will allow me to have
more time with my family as my kids are getting
older. I have also been
having some health issues so I hope to focus
on those as well,” stated
Maddex. In total, Tim
Maddex has been Superintendent for six years at
South Shelby. Some of
his highlighted moments
as Superintendent is the
new Agriculture Shop,

one-to-one Google Chrome Books, and the brand
new elementary facility that is currently under
construction. Superintendent Maddex also guided
the district through the Proposition 1 Redistricting Issue back in the summer of 2018. Superintendent Maddex hosted a public forum about the
issue while also disseminating information from
the State Department of Education to staff and the
greater public. In the end, the district remained
intact after voters overwhelmingly struck down
the measure later that August. Without hesitation,
Maddex stated that one of the greatest privileges of
his career has been working with the “awesome staff
members and teachers” at Shelby County R-lV. For
right now, Maddex is unsure about what the future
holds in regards to possibly returning to administrative work, “We will see what the future holds as
far as administration, but for the time being, I am
focusing on my health and family.”
His last day as Superintendent is June 30th, 2020.
School Board President, Aaron Gaines, stated that
the school board will be deciding on an outside
company at their January board meeting to help
the district choose their next superintendent. “The
Board of Education will be utilizing an outside company to assist in the search and recruitment process
for a new Superintendent. The Board of Education
will be selecting a company to provide these services at their January 8th meeting. Upon selection
the intention is to start the recruitment process immediately as possible,” stated Gaines.
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2020 Extension Council Election to Be Held UNIVERSITY REPORT

This year the Macon County Extension Council elections will again
include online voting in addition to
paper ballots. The election will run
January 20-24, 2020.
Carrie Bergfield- Council Chair- Position I- Agriculture
Michael Chambers- Vice PresidentPosition II- Health
Leigh Ann Grant- Treasurer- Position III- Education
Allie Bennett- Secretary- Position
IV- Business
Kevin Souther- Position V- County
Commissioner- Representative
Russell Kohl- Position VI- Agriculture
Carol Burstert- Position VII- Education
Rachel Chiarottino- Positon VIII4-H Representative
Nikki Wilson- Position IX-Farm
Bureau Representative
Lori Nelson Position X- Agriculture
Steve Coulson Position XI- Education (Park Board Rep)
Tom Wieberg- Position XII- Business
Mark Rash- Position XIII- Agriculture

Online or paper ballot voting is
available. The on-line voting ballots
will be available January 20-24, 2020
at the Macon County Extension Web-

site: https://extension2.missouri.edu/
counties/macon . Please look for the
council election-voting open on the
left hand side of the page. Paper ballots will be available January 20-24,
2020; 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. at the
Macon County Extension Office, 404
N. Missouri St. Suite B. Macon Mo,
63352. The new council will begin its
duties on March 1, 2020, according to
state law.
University of Missouri Extension
offers educational programs in such
categories as agriculture and natural
resources, family and financial education, nutrition, business and industry, community development, youth
development (4-H), and related seminars and workshops. Continuing
Education for law enforcement, fire
and rescue and nursing are offered
through the Law Enforcement Training Institute, Fire and Rescue Training Institute, and the Sinclair School
of Nursing – Extension Nursing Outreach.
The Macon County Extension Council is composed of 12 elected members and up to six appointed members
who represent eligible governmental units, agricultural organizations,
4-H and Future Farmers of America
(FFA) Chapters. The county extension
council works with local University of
Missouri Extension faculty members
in planning and making recommendations for educational programs.
If you need special accommodations
because of a disability, or need ballot
materials in an alternative format,
please contact the Macon County
Extension Office at 660-385-2173 or
beckybillingsley@missouri.edu and
reasonable accommodations will be
made for you.
An equal opportunity/ADA institution

ALR New Year’s Day Ride
On Wednesday, January 1, 2020, several Green Hill’s Chapter 57 American Legion Riders dressed warm and
rode their motorcycles from home to
Chillicothe and the other attendees
came by auto to celebrate the New
Year. Members rode from Clarence,
Novinger, Keytesville, New Cambria,

Brookfield, Ethel and Chillicothe in
the 40+ degree weather! A total of 10
members and five guests met at Murrays for lunch and comradery.
The Riders Chapter will hold their
next regular meeting on Saturday,
March 21st at the Bucklin Post 57 at
9:30 am.

By Tiann Bilinski

Mike Lauer is a freshman at Missouri Western State University in St. Joseph.
“Overall I really enjoy college. The classes aren’t too hard and I feel like I was
well prepared going in.”
Mike is studying physical education
with a teaching certificate. As a first year
freshman, Mike has not yet found a lot of
extra curricular things to participate in.
On weekends, he comes home to Bevier.
“I 100% miss home and they miss me.
I love my home town. Being away from
home is hard to adapt to, I miss all of my
family and friends. However I’m making
new friends there and overall I’m having a
pretty good time.”
In the upcoming semester, Mike is looking forward to attending some college
baseball games.

UNIVERSITY REPORT
By Tiann Bilinski

Anna Miller is a freshman at the University of Missouri in Columbia.
“My college experience has been nothing but enjoyable. Attending the University of Missouri was the best decision I have made. Everyone has been extremely friendly and helpful thus far in my
journey.” Anna has enjoyed the support
she receives at Mizzou. “They really want
you to be successful. I’m just a first-semester freshman and they have provided
many resources and opportunities for potential jobs and are helping me prepare for
life after college.”
Anna also enjoys the many involvement
opportunities campus has to offer. “I
joined a Greek organization and a small
club where I have made some amazing
friends.”
One thing that has not been so enjoyable
for Anna is simply being away from home.
“I have been fortunate enough to stay really busy [and] I haven’t experienced being homesick,” she admitted, “but it [has
been] a huge change from seeing your
friends and family constantly everyday to
not.”
In the upcoming semester, Anna is anxious to become even more involved on
campus with her Greek chapter and her
nursing major.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
To settle the Estate of Thomas Burton, we will be offering the following real estate
located at 419 S. Owensby Street, La Plata, MO on

SUN., FEBRUARY 2ND, 2020 @ 2 P.M.
Real estate consists of older duplex home with one apartment which has newer energy efficient
natural gas furnace, electric stove, refrigerator, & window AC. Both apartments need some TLC.
TERMS: 10 PERCENT DOWN DAY OF SALE W/BALANCE DUE WITHIN
APPROXIMATELY 45 DAYS W/TITLE INSURANCE FURNISHED.
For more information or showing,
contact David Christy @ 660-341-4531 or Jason Wood @ 660-341-7884

OWNER: THOMAS BURTON ESTATE

Christy’s Auction Service

La Plata, MO 63549
660-341-4531
See Websites for Photos: www.dchristyauctions.com
& Christy’s Auction Service on Facebook
Auctioneers:
David Christy – 660-341-4531
Jason Wood – 660-341-7884
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Obituaries
Dixie Stingley Ritterbush
Dixie Stingley Ritterbush, 82, of Fulton, passed
away on Sunday, January 5, 2020, at The Neighborhoods by Tiger Place in Columbia.
Funeral Services will be at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
January 11, at Arnold Funeral Home with Pastor Todd Foreman officiating. Burial will follow
in East Lawn Memorial Park.
Visitation is Saturday from 1 p.m. until services at the funeral home.
Dixie was born on November 16, 1937, in
Mexico, the daughter of Gerald and Eva (Tate)
Rivers. In 1954, she married Harry Joseph
Stingley. Dixie later married Ron Ritterbush on
June 14, 1989.
Dixie took great pleasure watching her children participate in sports in their younger years
and was a supporter of Khoury League. She was
a very proud mom and grandmother of all her
family. Dixie devoted much of her time sewing
items for residents at Missouri Veterans Home.
She enjoyed helping and serving others at the
Handi-Shop.
Dixie loved the casinos. Video poker was her
game. She will be missed by many, including
the casinos, who may now experience a revenue drop.
Survivors include four children, Danny (Barb)
Stingley of Overland Park, KS, Rick (Mary)
Stingley of Kansas City, Chris Stingley Hemenway of Lincoln, IL and Paul (Tricia) Stingley of
Fulton; eight grandchildren, Dr. Cara (Chaz)
Rumage of Olathe, KS, Brianna (Chris) Hart
of Lenexa, KS, Dr. Sarah Stingley of Charlotte,
NC, Ellie Stingley of Kansas City, Daniel Hemenway of Chicago, IL, Gracie Hemenway of
Lincoln, IL, Molly Stingley of Fulton and Ellen
Stingley of Fulton; one sister, Laverne Parker
of Mexico; and one brother, Richard Rivers of
New Orleans, LA.
Dixie was preceded in death by her husband,
Ron Ritterbush, and four brothers, Frank Rivers, Ramon Rivers, Donald Rivers and Darrel
Rivers.
Memorial donations may be made to the Handi-Shop or Mexico Veterans Home. They may
be sent in care of Arnold Funeral Home, 425 S.
Jefferson, Mexico, MO 65265.
Online condolences may be left at www.arnoldfh.com

Death Notices
John Edward Gaughan died January 6, 2020 at the
age of 90. He is survived by his wife, Louise, and
eight children. Funeral services will be at 11:30 am,
Friday, January 10, 2020 at Elliott Funeral Home
in Atlanta, MO, with visitation beginning at 10:30
am. Burial, with full military honors, will be in the
Veteran’s Cemetery at Jacksonville, Missouri.
Janell Marie Reger, 72, of Macon, MO, passed
away January 6, 2020. Janell was born on March 9,
1947. Janell is survived by her husband, Jim; five
children, Richard Lee Reger and his wife Holly,
Earl Robert “Bob” Reger , Mary Elaine Teague, Jerry Dean Reger, and Janell Susan Roth and her husband Lindell . Graveside service will be 2:00 pm,
Friday, January 10, 2020 at the Missouri State Veterans Cemetery in Jacksonville, MO.

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com

THE SHEPHERD CALLS
Praying for Little Stuff

They were doctors, physicians. They sheltered
themselves in a clinic where they all worked together. Getting to see them, even if you were sick, was
a challenge. Friends and supporters defended them
saying they are not aloof. They are just so busy they
must protect themselves from the sick, especially
those who just think they are sick.
Personally, I was never denied entrance when I was
ill; but friends of mine related what seemed horror
stories about it. Since I was always treated fairly, I
never complained; but the system irked me. I do
not want to judge those dedicated doctors. I was
never privy to their schedules or demands. Yet, as
pastor of one of the largest churches in town, I never sheltered myself from persons in need.
Every time I read Psalm 8 (I just read it again this
morning), the inaccessibility of that city’s health
providers bothered me. Loosely translated, the
Psalmist said, “Lord, when I consider the heavens,
the work of Your hands, the moon, the stars . . . I am
amazed that You are even aware of mankind, much
less listen to our pleas.
Think about it. God---who created our universe
containing more stars than you and I can count
and more galaxies than we can number; and that
same God, who continues to create stars and galaxies---welcomes the petitions of His minions. In
other words, He is never too busy for you and me.
A friend of mine told me of a heartache he saw on
the horizon and greatly feared. “Have you prayed
about it?” I asked. God will see you through it. “Oh
no,” he replied, “I can handle this myself. I don’t
bother God with the little stuff.”
The Bible teaches us to talk with God, i.e. to pray
about all things. We Christians love to boast, “Nothing is too big for God.” Indeed, that is true. Perhaps
we should also boast, “Nothing is too small or insignificant for God.”
Those words are very meaningful to me, e.g.
“Lord, help me find my car keys. I am about to be
late.” Truth to tell, my big problems are likely small
to God. If God only listens to my big prayers and
disregards my small ones, I am in deep trouble.

Shelby County
Commission Meets

December 30, 2019
The Shelby County Commission met on Monday,
December 30, 2019 at 8:00 a.m., with Presiding
Commissioner, Glenn Eagan, Commissioners Tom
Shively, Larry Roberts and County Clerk Stephanie
Bender present.
The Commission reviewed and approved the minutes of the December 26, 2019 meeting by a vote of
3-0 with Glenn, Tom and Larry voting yes to approve.
Randy Trivette, Road and Bridge Supervisor, discussed general road work.
911 Supervisor, Lori Miles, met with Commission
about general business.
Commission voted to accept Sharp Excavating,
LLC’s bid for construction only on Russell Day
Bridge.
John C. Jones needs work on the North end of
Road 201.
Harold Echternacht let the Commission know
that road 124 needs some ditch work.
Commission talked with Sheriff Dennis Perrigo
about the SRO.
The Commission adjourned and will meet again
on Thursday, January 02, 2020.
January 2, 2020
The Shelby County Commission met on Thursday, January 2, 2020 at 8:00 a.m., with Presiding
Commissioner Glenn Eagan, Commissioners Tom
Shively, Larry Roberts and County Clerk, Stephanie Bender.
The Commission reviewed and approved the minutes of the December 30, 2019 meeting by a vote of
3-0 with Glenn, Tom and Larry voting yes to approve.
Randy Trivette, Road and Bridge Supervisor, discussed general road work.
Circuit Clerk, Rose Shively, submitted her monthly report.
Commission spoke with Darin Roland from Central Stone about rock bids.
The Commission adjourned and will meet again
on Monday, January 6, 2020.

GO LOCAL!
You’ll find Local Coverage
in the Home Press
Don’t miss a single
issue!
Subscribe to the
Macon County
Home Press
today and don’t
miss YOUR news!
Subscribe today
and get a
Free Internet
Subscription!

AND THE BIBLE SAYS
By Dr. H. Wade Paris

BY Steven Saunders

God of Compassion and Forgiveness
Friends, the God of the Bible and Creator, as we
studied last week is a God of compassion. Compassion is the reason that the master forgave the large
debt of his servant in the parable of the unforgiving
servant in Matthew 18:27. Yet, that servant turned
around and refused to forgive the debt of a fellow
servant. Why? That servant lacked compassion. As
the master said, “Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pit on
you?”, vs. 33. The key to forgiveness is compassion.
If we don’t show compassion toward others, we will
not teach them, help them, or forgive them. And
such an attitude will not be welcomed in the eternal presence of a God who has shown such great
compassion to us. Look at 1 Peter 3:8-9, “ Finally,
be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: 9
not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.”
Yes, this God is a forgiving God and compassionate. He is one who is eager and will to forgive the
trespasses of men. “For thou, Lord, art good, and
ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all
them that call upon thee.” Psalms 86:5. On the one
hand, we understand that God sees all our sins, but
on the other hand we see that he is forgiving: “If
thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who
shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, that
thou mayest be feared.”, Psalms 130:3-4. What a
comfort to the soul burdened with the guilt of sin
Without the promise of forgiveness, we would have
no hope when facing the judgment of a holy and
just God.
If one desires to be forgiven by God, they must
meet the conditions that God has given to obtain
his forgiveness. Peter preached that sinners must
“repent, and let every one of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”,
Acts 2:38, and “repent therefore and be converted,
that your sins be blotted out”, Acts 3:19. An alien
sinner will be forgiven of their sins and become a
Christian when he hears, Romans 10:17, believes,
John 8: 24, repents, Acts 17:30, confess Christ, Romans 10:9-10, and is baptized in water, Acts 22:16.
When a child of God sins, he has the promise of
God’s forgiveness if he repents and confesses that
sin. Simon the sorcerer was commanded to “repent there of this your wickedness, and pray God if
perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven
you”, Acts 8:22. The scriptures promise that “if we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” 1 John 1:9. God’s forgiveness is constantly
available, but his conditions must be met as stated
above.
In Matthew 6:12, we must also forgive others who
have wronged us, as he mentioned in the disciples
example of prayer. If not, God will not forgive us,
vs. 13-15. Ephesians 4:32 says, “and be ye kind one
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”
With this is a restoration of our relationship, just as
it is with God and my sins being forgiven.
Next week, we will consider the “immutability” of
God, for He never changes. Have a good week! If
you would like to hear a lesson from God’s word,
you can check out our livestream in Facebook, at
the Macon Church of Christ page.

OBITUARY POLICY
ALL OBITUARIES ARE PUBLISHED IN THE
NEXT AVAILABLE PAPER.
PLEASE SPECIFY IF YOU HAVE A PREFERENCE.

All obituaries 300 words or less: $25
301 to 400 words: $45
401 to 500 words: $65
500 and up: $85
Please add $10 to include a photo
A Death Notice is offered free as a public
service. A Death Notice includes: Name,
Birth/Death Dates, Immediate family names,
Service Date and Location.
660-395-4663 I news.homepress@gmail.com

NAME:
ADDRESS:
STATE:
ZIP:
PHONE:
1-Year Macon & Shelby County - $40
1-Year Neighboring Counties - $45
1-Year Elsewhere - $60
1-Year Online Only - $25
Mail payment to:
The Home Press
115 N. Rubey, Macon, MO 63552
To pay by Credit Card, please go to
maconhomepress.com
and click SUBSCRIBE
or Call 660-395-4663
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HELP WANTED

Your Macon
County Paper.
Stories and
People You
Care About.
We do our best
to cover all of
the communities
in Macon County
so you will think
of us first!

Clarence Care Center
Has an opening for a
Full time RN or LPN
Day / Evening Shift Every
other Weekend
Contact: JoLyn Maupin,
DON
111 East Street
Clarence, Mo 63437
660-699-2118
EOE

NOTICE OF EMPLOYMENT OPENING
The City of Macon is accepting applications for a Street
Department Laborer. For additional information or to
obtain an employment application, please visit our
website at www.cityofmacon-mo.gov or contact City
Clerk Mary Lou Craigg at the Macon City Office, 106
West Bourke Street, Macon, Missouri, 63552 or
telephone (660)385-6421. Applications will be accepted
until January 31, 2020 at 5:00pm.
The City of Macon is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Macon is accepting sealed bids for
nuisance abatements (property mowing, brush
clearing, and securing buildings) for the 2020
season. Bid specifications may be obtained on our
website at www.cityofmacon-mo.gov or by
contacting Mary Lou Craigg at the City Office
at 106 West Bourke Street, (660) 385-6421.
Bids may be mailed or hand-delivered and must be
received by no later than 3:00 p.m. February 04,
2020. Bids should be clearly marked
“Nuisance Abatement” on the lower right corner of
the envelope face.
The City of Macon reserves the right
to reject any & all bids received.

FOR RENT
SENIOR HOUSING -Macon Senior Housing Inc.
has 1-bedroom apartments available for rent to
eligible tenants. Utilities
paid. Laundry facilities.
Refrigerator and range
provided.
Maintenance
provided.
Smoke free
apartments. Karen Murr
or Vicky McLeland 660415-7287 for more information. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
provider and employer.
(TFN)
HOUSES FOR RENT: in
Macon, Atlanta, Moberly,
La Plata and Kirksville.
$375 to $1750 /month.
3 bedroom farm house
with 20 acres near Callao.
Commercial properties
also available. 660-3419081 (tfn)
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom,
2 car garage, 2 baths, full
basement, in Macon,
available Jan. 1st. 660641-2098 (1/6)
FOR RENT: Extremely nice 2 bedroom house
with garage for rent n Macon. No pets. References
& deposit required. 660346-0934

We’ll Help You Stay

& Get Ready for

Open interviews
Monday& Tuesday 9am-10am

School!
Energy Efficient for
Low Electric Costs

Brookview Apartments
of La Plata
Call Manager at 660-631-0681

for an application

HUD Approved
Vouchers Welcome
www.brookviewapts.com
MO RELAY 711

CLUES DOWN
1. Animal disease
2. Typographical space
3. Sportscaster Chick
4. Italian Island
5. Cooked in a specific style
6. Smelling or tasting unpleasant
7. Name
8. Adult male humans
9. Pitcher Hershiser
10. Pat Conroy novel “The Prince of
__”
11. __ route
12. Protects the goal

• Career Opportunities
• Flexible Hours
• Quality Benefits for
full-time Employees
after one year:
- 2 weeks paid vacation
-Eligible for insurance

“Brookview is an equal opportunity
provider and employer”

FOR SALE

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER

FOR SALE: 20 acres, 2700
sq. ft house, full basement,
40x60 shop with concrete floor, 30x30 horse
barn, mostly pasture hay
ground, 10-Mile area,
Ammon Miller, 27499
Orbit Rd, Anabel, MO,
660-346-0715, $250,000
(1/27)

January 13
is National
Rubber
Ducky Day

Take-a-Break
Puzzle

CLUES ACROSS
1. Listen again
7. Expressed sentiments
13. Membrane
14. Pelvic areas
16. Blood type
17. Vacated
19. Fullback
20. Nissan’s tiny car
22. Be able to
23. Outcast
25. Day laborer
26. Greek prophetess
28. Soluble ribonucleic acid
29. Sirius Satellite Radio
30. Actor Josh
31. A way to clean
33. Left
34. Compensated
36. Member of U.S. Navy
38. Reject
40. Group of notes sounded together
41. Christian holiday
43. European river
44. Female hip hop group
45. Score
47. Moved fast
48. Chronicles (abbr. Biblical)
51. Type of tie
53. Indicates silence
55. Asian people
56. Pearl Jam bassist Jeff
58. Western U.S. time zone
59. “Signs” rockers
60. Confidential informant
61. Lawyer
64. Overdose
65. Football equipment
67. Governments
69. Branch of physics
70. Makes happy

Starting Wage $10.00

APPLY AT:
www.mcdonalds.com/careers

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all qualified voters
of the City of Macon, Missouri, that a
General Municipal Election will be held on
Tuesday, April 07, 2020, for the purpose of
electing the following:
*One Councilman First Ward (2-year term)
*One Councilman Second Ward(2-year term)
*One Councilman Third Ward (2-year term)
*One Councilman Fourth Ward (2-year term)
*Collector (2-year term)
Filing for these positions will be taken
beginning at 8:00am December 17, 2019
and will close at 5:00pm January 21, 2020.
(City Taxes and all municipal user fees must
be paid prior to close of filing). Filings are to
be conducted in the Office of the City Clerk
located at the Macon City Hall, 106 W.
Bourke Street.

13. Furnishings
15. Scraped
18. Apply with quick strokes
21. Blood cell
24. Nose
26. Doleful
27. __ Angeles
30. Fruit tree
32. Smooth brown oval nut
35. Works produced by skill and imagination
37. Satisfaction
38. Reversal
39. Tan-colored horse
42. Tell on
43. Pitcher Latos
46. Fast-flowing part of river
47. Hang ‘em up
49. Rings
50. Lead from one place to another
52. Beginning
54. Reciprocal of a sine
55. Worth
57. Indian hat
59. Cloak
62. Resinous secretion of insects
63. __ Aviv, Israel
66. European Parliament
68. Of I

HOME PRESS
The Macon County

Serving Northeast Missouri Since 1876

NAME ________________________________

PUZZLE ANSWER

ADDRESS _____________________________
CITY _______________ST ____ ZIP ________
PHONE _______________________________
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$40/year in Macon & Shelby Counties.
Adjoining Missouri Counties -- $45/year
Elsewhere -- $60/year
Online -- $30/year
MAIL TO: 115 N. RUBEY, MACON, MO 63552
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Governor Parson Visits La Plata to Announce Grant for Downtown Improvements
will also include removing and replacing deteriorated street pavement
and missing or broken
street curbing. Installing
a 2-Inch Asphalt Overlay and Paint Striping to
include handicap parking, angle parking and no
parking zones.

By Shon Coram
On January 2nd, Governor Parson traveled to La
Plata to meet with La Plata Mayor Louis Bragg to
announce that the City of La Plata had received a
Community Development Block Grant totaling
$495,682 from the Missouri Department of Economic Development. The City of La Plata has been
working to improve the downtown area streets,
including the pavement as well as the storm water
drainage. The City Street Supervisor Kiley Harpster working with David Ausmus and the Howe
Company, LLC. of Macon created a Preliminary
Engineering Report to help show the costs and the
length of the project. The City of La Plata is providing $72,490.00 of the total estimated cost with
in-kind work of $11,050.00, in-cash contribution of
$2,182.00 and $59,258.00 for engineering fees to the
total estimated cost of $568,172.00. The City’s contribution was a big factor with the points needed in
the decision to be awarded the Grant.
This Project will cover approximately 1,200 feet of
Moore Street from Owensby to Brown Street, 800
feet of South Gex Street from Moore to Clark Street
and 800 feet East Sanders from Owensby to Wabash
Street. This project will replace and improve the
existing storm sewer, widen the Moore Street to 26
feet and install new curb and guttering. The work

The Grant was applied
to in April of last year
with the help of Mark
Twain Regional Council
of Government which
completed the application on behalf the City.
The Council helped gather the information and
hold public information hearings on the project.
The Mark Twain Regional Department of Government covers Ralls, Monroe, Macon, Pike, Audrain,
Randolph, Marion and Shelby Counties. The Council provides Grant Administration and Program
Administration for services in the region for such as
the Department of Transportation, DNR and Economic Development. According to Cindy Hultz Executive Director who is credited with being instrumental in receiving the grant, the process can take
between 3 to 5 months to complete. Mayor Bragg
was informed that it would be awarded the Grant,
as an early Christmas Present in December. “They
told us it would probably be September and then we
did not hear anything, then it went to October, Bobbie the City Clark and I were in a meeting in November and they said it should be any day and I just
basically gave up. On December 13th I got a letter
saying we had been approved. We are just so happy,
and then of course in 2020 we are going to get our
bridge our 1.8-Million-dollar bridge replaced, that
was built in 1936, so 2020 is going to be a fantastic
year for La Plata.”

size rural Missouri and how important it is and they
are to the State and the impact they bring on the
Economy. So, I think it’s important that we do what
we can to help these little towns, they don’t get a
chance like this very often, so its pretty neat to come
up here today and celebrate with the Mayor and her
crew and the people of this town. To be able to congratulate them for the hard work they did because
not a lot of the towns got this, so maybe this will
help them prepare for the future and make the town
a little brighter. [Small Towns] are the Heart and
Soul of our State.”
Mayor Bragg added “It’s very exciting for us and it
would not be possible without application process
and I give strong credit to my City Clerk (Bobbie
Jacques) and my Street Superintendent Kiley Harpster and to our Engineer David Ausmus, it was
teamwork. Without that application it would have
never happened and they were the strong forces behind that.”

Governor Parsons traveled to La Plata to help celebrate with the Mayor and her staff the awarding
of the Grant. When asked about La Plata receiving
the Grant “These small towns are just as important
as the big cities are to the state. We want to empha-

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

Your Complete
Communications Provider

Amy Cook-Admin.
Coordinator

Fastest Internet Around!

Amy Elliott
IL/CDS Program Coordinator
Jean Spencer
ILS/Public relations

660.395.9000
800.769.8731

www.cvalley.net

877-684-4542

S & H Handyman
Roofing - Carpentr y - Painting
Decking- Flooring
Power Washing
& much more
Call Jerry or Michelle @ 660.342.0200

CheckMate Window Cleaning

window

Elisha Walter

cleaning

660.591.2115

checkmate-window-cleaning.business.site

Dan Schlipf
Antenna Service, LLC

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
FREE Phone Estimates

WE HAVE A VARIETY OF
OFF-AIR DIGITAL
TV ANTENNAS
& Accessories

29132 Bird Drive
Macon, MO 63552

660-384-4216
schlipfd@cvalley.net

15 Years
Experience

D-G
BUILDERS

FREE
Estimates

Pole Buildings - Horse Barns - Cattle Sheds
Garages - Additions - Roofing & Sliding
Quality- Professional Workmanship
Satisfation & Affordable Rates is our
#1 Priority!

DavID GInGERIch, Macon Mo
660.346.9433

The Journal

JANUARY 13, 2020

The “Green Rush” Arrives in Macon - State Approves Cultivation,
Transportation and Laboratory Applications
By Ben Nelson
MACON, MO -- In November of
2018, Missouri voters, with an overwhelming majority (65% approval),
approved of Constitutional Amendment 2 making the state at the time,
the 31st state in the Union to adopt
some form of medical marijuana program. From this moment forward,
investors, pharmaceutical companies,
and those interested in getting into
the business of growing marijuana for
medicinal purposes set their eyes on
an industry waiting to begin in the
Show-Me-State.
For his entire life, Richard Gunnels
has worked on his family farm with
his dad Stephen and uncle Greg Gunnels, some of which is a century farm
that has been in his family for over
100 years. He graduated from Atlanta
High School in 1987 and would stay
on the family farm to help cultivate
and continue the family tradition
of row cropping; 3300 acres of corn
and soybeans to be exact. To this day,
Gunnels still lives on the family farm
in Elmer, along with his wife Jody and
his two sons Korbin and Gabe.
When the constitutional amendment
in November passed, Mr. Gunnels became increasingly interested in what
the industry could bring to the local
community. “When it passed in November, I just started to think about it.
I felt like this could be something fulfilling in the aspect of my family and
my community. I also was intrigued
in regards to the regulated industry it
would be, protecting our investment
as well as the medicinal side of it; our
work and crop going toward helping
others,” stated Gunnels. After talking
it over with family members and especially his wife, Gunnels started to
reach out to consultants in Denver
that could help him through the license application. Most importantly,
he began reaching out to members
of the Macon Community in establishing a path forward. “It really had
a snowball effect. Each day we were
taking more steps to our goal and before you knew it, we had 30% of our
application completed then 50% of it
completed, and then there we were
the night before the state released the
list of accepted applications. I couldn’t
sleep the night before,” recalled Gunnels. When asked about the initial
start of the journey and establishing connections, Gunnels stated that
Youtube videos, reading articles, and
simply creating a LinkedIn account
quickly put him into contact with
some of the most prominent and experienced individuals and groups in
the industry of medical marijuana.
“Creating friendships and connections all around our state and country
was probably one of the most rewarding parts of this entire process. Everyone for the most part was wanting the
best for us and would offer their help
when we asked for it. It was a team effort,” stated Gunnels.
The application itself was a lengthy
one. Besides the length of the entire
process, for each application submitted for a cultivation facility, applicants
had to pay a $10,000 non-refundable
fee (even if they were later denied after
review by the Missouri Department
of Health and Senior Services). For
a Dispensary Facility, applicants had
to pay a $6,000 non-refundable fee,
Laboratory Testing Facility applicants
had to pay a $5,000 non-refundable
fee, Manufacturing Facility applicants
had to pay a $6,000 non-refundable
fee, and a Transporter applicant had to
pay a $5,000 non-refundable fee. The
application process lasted throughout
the summer of 2019 and was strictly
online through the Missouri DHSS.
Applicants for the Cultivation Facil-

from Macon and of the 60 approved
cultivation applications, is the Northernmost company in Missouri. Additionally, it is among a handful of
rural-approved-facilities in the state.
Most approved facilities were in the
Kansas City and St. Louis region.

ity such as Mr. Gunnels had to submit extensive and thorough business
plans for their facility and company,
plans for site security, how the facility
would impact the surrounding community in a positive way, and provide
any experience with agriculture, horticulture, and healthcare. Applicants
also had to submit obvious personal
information that often comes with
an application process including information about the character and
veracity of the applicant, relative experience of principal ownership and
management, ownership and management plans for the company, blueprints of the proposed facilities, copy
of local zoning requirements with
plans on how the facility(s) will be in
compliance with those requirements,
a certificate of good standing with the
Missouri Secretary of State, etc. “It was
one of the biggest applications I have
ever submitted in my life, but this has
been probably one of the greatest experiences as well. I can’t express how
fortunate we were to have the people
like we did that were helping us. I personally can’t thank my wife enough.
She helped out so much,” stated Gunnels.
Once the applications closed in early fall, the State of Missouri through a
blind scoring process, began to score
the applications which would lead to
the 60 approved cultivation applications that were released December
26th, 2019. Upon notification of approval, companies have 5 days to accept that approval through the State of
Missouri. The state had a blind scorer
who specifically scored the applications without having access to identifying information of the applicants.
“Throughout this entire process, it
has been important to us to be fair
and transparent as we implement all
pieces of this program,” said Lyndall
Fraker, director of the DHSS Section
for Medical Marijuana Regulation.
The process that Missouri has created,
from the application to the scoring,
has received national attention as one
of the foremost and premier systems
established by a state. According to
the Missouri DHSS, over 500 companies sought a cultivation license
with some companies submitted up
to three applications (which was the
max).
Agri-Genesis LLC which was created
by Richard Gunnels, submitted three
cultivation applications in which all
three were approved. It is important
to note that each application represents the license for the company
to have 30,000 square feet of flowering canopy in their facility. Mr. Gunnels has been approved to have the
max amount set by the State, which
is 90,000 square feet of flowering canopy. Richard Gunnels’ Agri-Genesis
LLC had the 3rd, 5th, and 15th highest
scored applications in the entire state
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The vast majority of applications submitted throughout the state were denied. In our subscription area (Macon
and Shelby County) there were two
companies that were denied licenses.
Those that were denied were EFOS
LLC. The proposed cultivation facility submitted to the state under EFOS
LLC. was listed at 211 Old Highway
36 in Clarence, Missouri. Both applications by EFOS LLC. were denied by
the State of Missouri. The other company in our subscription area that was
denied a cultivation license was Misfits Farm LLP. The cultivation facility
of Missouri. “Like I said, we couldn’t application submitted by Misfits Farm
have done it without the community LLP. was listed at 29595 Highway 3 in
and family support that we had. I be- La Plata, Missouri. Their only sublieve our applications scored as high mitted application was denied by the
as they did because of how they were State of Missouri. To access the online
oriented around the local impact that Missouri Business Entity database to
this business will bring to our com- lookup business information of an
munity. I made this about Macon. It LLC or LLP (owner information, adwas unique. I feel a great deal of re- dress, date of establishment, etc.) visit:
sponsibility to give back to this com- https://bsd.sos.mo.gov/businessentimunity now. It’s a privilege and honor ty/besearch.aspx?searchtype=0
to have not just one, but three licenses. It’s not something to be negligent Meanwhile, for Richard Gunnels, his
with or misused,” stated Gunnels.
family, company, and family farm, a
new chapter is beginning.
Moving forward, Gunnels talked
about the plan moving forward. The The Department of Health and Sefacility will be built in the Industrial nior Services has reported that over
Park of the City of Macon at 424 Lake 25,000 people have been approved
Street. Gunnels hopes that the facili- both by physicians and the state of
ty will be up and running by the fall Missouri to receive medicinal marof 2020. When asked about choos- ijuanna in the state of Missouri. Uning Macon for his business, Gunnels der the Missouri Constitution, qualstated, “Looking for a building site, I ifying medical conditions to possess
took into account the environmental cannabis are: “Cancer, Epilepsy, and
impact, security from the local law Glaucoma. Intractable migraines
enforcement for the employees and unresponsive to other treatment. A
the community, and the jobs it would chronic medical condition that causcreate. Macon is an ideal place for any es severe, persistent pain or persistent
new business to locate. Everyone I muscle spasms, including but not limworked with was phenomenal.” Fur- ited to those associated with multiple
thermore, Gunnels expressed that the sclerosis, seizures, Parkinson’s disease,
facility will have a high level of secu- and Tourette’s syndrome. Debilitating
rity (which is required) both in and psychiatric disorders, including, but
around the facility and when trans- not limited to, post-traumatic stress
porting the product. Only approved order, if diagnosed by a state-licensed
personnel will be able to access the fa- psychiatrist. HIV or AIDS. A chroncility, handle the product, and trans- ic medical condition that is normally
port them when needed. The State of treated with prescription medications
Missouri required applicants to pro- that could lead to physical or psychovide a plan for site security in the ap- logical dependence, when a physician
plication.
determines that medical use of marijuana could be effective in treating
Gunnels is awaiting the approval of that condition and would serve as a
a manufacturing license which is set safer alternative to the prescription
to be announced toward the begin- medication. A terminal illness. In the
ning of January 2020. With a cultiva- professional judgment of a physician,
tion license, the company can grow any other chronic, debilitating or
and harvest the crop. Additionally, other medical condition, including,
with a manufacturing license it will but not limited to, hepatitis C, amyallow Agri-Genesis LLC. to manufac- otrophic lateral sclerosis, inflammature the crop into medicinal products tory bowel disease, Crohn’s disease,
(medicine, gummies, etc.) making Huntington’s disease, autism, neusure the appropriate and legal dosages ropathies, sickle cell anemia, agitation
are manufactured into the product. In of Alzheimer’s disease, cachexia, and
regards to employment, Gunnels has wasting syndrome”
stated that all of this will bring dozens
of new jobs to the community; any- Of the submitted and approved
where from 50-60.
transportation and laboratory/testing applications, none were from the
According to the State Auditor’s Of- Macon Area. To view more informafice via the ballot language of the 2018 tion about those that were approved
approved constitutional amendment, and denied for a cultivation license,
the sale of medical marijuana will be transportation license, and laboratotaxed by a rate of 4% and the funds ry-testing license, visit: https://health.
will go to healthcare and services mo.gov/safety/medical-marijuana/
for Missouri’s Veterans. In total, it is index.php
stated to generate additional funds
of approximately 18 million dollars Dispensary and Manufacture Licensfor the state and 6 million dollars es are set to be announced in January
for local governments. Agri-Genesis 2020.
LLC. is the only company approved
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Marvelous Missouri
Tales of

Written by: Carolyn Mueller

Illustrated by: Nicole Hartfelder

Chapter 2: A Marvel (ous) Story

Molly plunked herself down next to Elsie. It did feel nice to sit in the
cool shade. The summer day was starting to heat up.
“So, what is this marvelous cave?” Molly asked her.
The old lady, happy to have an audience, laughed.
“You’re close,” she said. “But it’s not Marvelous Cave, it’s Marvel Cave.
And it’s famous! It’s Missouri’s deepest cave, and, in fact, this here’s how
Silver Dollar City got its start.”
“Oh, really?” Now Molly was curious.
“Course,” Elsie said. “Are you visiting from somewhere?”
“I’m from St. Louis!” Molly answered.
“Well, you’re what we like to call a tourist. Lots of tourists come to
visit Silver Dollar City. Before they built the theme park, this cave was the
tourist attraction! But its history goes even, ahem, deeper,” Elsie chuckled.
Elsie told Molly how the original people to live in Missouri’s Ozarks,
the Osage, first discovered the cave a long, long time ago. Molly shivered
as Elsie described the scary noises these Native Americans heard coming
from within its entrance.
“They never went in it,” she said. “They nicknamed it the Devil’s Den.”
“It sounds scary. How did anyone know it was safe to go inside it?”
“Well,” Elsie said. “In the year 1541 Spanish Explorers were looking
all over for something called the Fountain of Youth. They thought if they
found it, they would live forever!”
“And they thought it was, um, in this cave?” Molly asked dumbstruck.
“Well, they didn’t know where it was,” Elsie said. “They looked all over.

A Year in Review With
Excitement for Tomorrow
By Ben Nelson

Legend has it that they even looked for it right here in this cave. Of
course, no one found the Fountain of Youth here or anywhere. But
eventually the locals learned this cave was no Devil’s Den either.”
Molly listened as Elsie described how hundreds of years later,
more explorers entered the cave in search of riches in the form of
mineral deposits.
In 1869, an expedition led by a St. Louisan named Henry Blow
lowered themselves more than 200 feet into the entrance of the
cave, in search of lead. Molly imagined dangling on a rope and
descending into pitch darkness. They must have been really brave
explorers, she thought. The men searched the cave by lantern light,
in hopes of discovering lead ore, a valuable mineral. When they
surfaced that evening, the fearless spelunkers reported to Henry
Blow that they’d found no lead, but they convinced him that the
cave must be full of marble!
“Wow,” Molly said, imagining a beautiful glistening white cave
filled with beautiful marble.
“That’s when Devil’s Den’s name changed to Marble Cave.”
“Marble?” Molly asked. “I thought you said it was Marvel?”
“Well, that name came later,” Elsie said. “It changed because, as
it turns out, no one ever did find any marble.”
“What did they find?” Molly asked.
“A cave full of bat guano!”
“Guano? What’s that?”
Elsie laughed and looked at Molly with sparkling eyes.
“Bat guano is, well, poop!”

With the New Year well on it’s way,
for the Mayor of Macon Talt Holman, his first full calendar year as
Mayor has come to an end. The
following is a message from Mayor Holman with a glimpse back at
the previous year:
“We are excited to welcome in a
new year and new decade at the
City of Macon and are looking

Newspaper Connections:
Look through your local newspaper for
images and stories about caves. Are there
caves in your area? Are these open to the
public or on private property?

forward to what the future holds
for our City in 2020. Turning to
a new chapter doesn’t go without reflection on the list of accomplishments we have seen
throughout the last year. I am
proud to highlight some of the
great accomplishments of 2019
including infrastructure, asset
purchases, civic club involve-

ment, and community safety
projects. All of these moved us
forward to our goal of making
our city a better, safer, and more
prosperous place to live.
Read more in the next
Home Press on January 15
Available at newsstands and
by subscription

