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On this day in 1890 Ellis Island (NYC) opens as a US immigration depot. Seventeen-year-old Annie Moore, from
County Cork, Ireland was the first immigrant to be processed at the new federal immigration depot

CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE

tutions throughout the United States
are closed. Some organizations are
closed and others are open but offer
limited services. Many stores are
open on New Year’s Eve, but may
close early. Many theaters, clubs and
other entertainment venues have
special programs. It may be necessary to reserve tickets many weeks
in advance.

New Year’s Eve is a major social
holiday for many people in the
United States. Many people hold
parties at home or attend special celebrations to celebrate the upcoming
New Year. In many cities, large scale
public events are held. These often
attract thousands of people.
A particularly striking aspect of the
New Year’s Eve festivities is the ball
drop in Times Square in Manhattan,
New York City. The ball is made
of crystal and electric lights and is
placed on top of a pole, which is 77
feet, or 23 meters, high. At one minute before midnight on December
31, the ball is lowered slowly down
the pole. It comes to rest at the bottom of the pole at exactly midnight.
The event is shown on television
across the United States and around
the world. The event has been held
every year since 1907, except during
World War II.

Across the United States a range of
cities and towns hold their own versions of the ball drop. A variety of
objects are lowered or raised during
the last minute of the year. The objects are usually linked to an aspect
of local history or industry. Examples of objects ‘dropped’ or raised in
this way include a variety of live and
modeled domestic and wild animals, fruit, vegetables, automobiles,
industrial machinery, a giant replica
of a peach (Atlanta, Georgia), an
acorn made of brass and weighing
900 pounds (Raleigh, North Carolina) and ping pong balls (Strasburg,
Pennsylvania).
Public Life
December 31 is not a federal holiday, but it does fall in the holiday
season at the end of the year. It is a
holiday in some states like Kentucky,
Michigan, and Wisconsin. Most
schools and other educational insti-

There may be some congestion to
traffic r diversions around large
scale events. Diversions may be in
effect in the days before New Year’s
Eve so that stands can be built. It is
wise to check the local media if you
wish to drive to or near large scale
events.
About New Year’s Eve
In both the Gregorian calendar,
currently used in the United States,
and the Julian calendar, which
was used until 1752 in the British
colonies, the last day of the year
is December 31. In Europe, the
mid-winter period was traditionally
associated with feasting and parties.
In the early years of the American
colonies and within the United
States, this type of celebration was
often frowned upon, particularly by
religious communities.
Around the start of the 1900s, New
Year’s Eve celebrations in America started to appear. The fi st Ball
drop in Times Square was held in
1907. Around the same time, special
events to welcome the New Year
started to be organized on January
1st.

MSHP Reports Nine Fatalities Over Christmas Holiday;
No Boating Fatalities Or Drownings

Nine people died in traffic c shes
during the 2018 Christmas holiday
weekend. Last year, there were seven
fatalities. The 2018 Christmas counting period ran from 6 p.m., Friday,
December 21, 2018, through 11:59
p.m., Tuesday, December 25, 2018.
The Missouri State Highway Patrol
investigated the following:
2018 Christmas Holiday Traffi
Statistics
Crashes -294
Injuries - -80
Fatalities -6
DWI -106
The remaining three fatalities are
the result of a two-vehicle traffi
crash in Blue Springs, MO. The Blue
Springs Police Department is investigating.
[Note: During the 2017 Christmas
counting period, the Patrol investigated 491 traffic c shes, which
included 125 injuries and five of
the seven fatalities. Troopers also
arrested 92 people for driving while
impaired over last year’s Christmas
holiday. There were no boating

crashes. No one drowned over the
2017 Christmas counting period.]

Th ee fatalities occurred in the
Troop A, Lee’s Summit, area; two of
the fatalities occurred in each of the
Troop C, Weldon Spring, and Troop
H, St. Joseph, areas; and one fatality occurred in each of the Troop
D, Springfi ld, and Troop I, Rolla,
areas.
One traffic c sh fatality occurred
on Friday, December 21, 2018. Brett
L. Bruenn, 17, of La Russell, MO,
died when the driver of the vehicle
in which he was a passenger went
off he left side f the roadway and
overturned. Bruenn was not wearing a seat belt and was ejected in
the crash. The crash occurred in
Jasper County on Missouri Route U
north of Sarcoxie, MO. The driver
of the vehicle was wearing a seat
belt and was not injured. A second
passenger was wearing a seat belt
and sustained minor injuries in the
crash. Jasper County Deputy Coroner Mike Woodward pronounced
Bruenn dead at the scene.
Five people died in traffic c shes

on Saturday, December 22, 2018.
Correna S. Masters, 57, of Kearney,
MO, died when the vehicle in which
she was a passenger traveled off he
east side of the roadway, drove down
an embankment, and crashed into
the north bank of Shoal Creek. The
vehicle came to rest on its wheels in
the creek. Masters was not wearing a
seat belt at the time of the crash. The
driver was not wearing a seat belt
and sustained serious injuries. The
crash occurred in Clinton County
on Interstate 35 northbound at the
48.8-mile marker south of Cameron,
MO. Clinton County Coroner Lee
Hanks pronounced Masters dead
at the scene of the crash. Clinton
County Sheriff ’s Office nd Cameron Fire and Rescue personnel also
responded to the scene.

Preston T. Strittmatter, 44, of Villa
Ridge, MO, died when the vehicle
he was driving failed to negotiate an
approaching curve and crossed the
center of the roadway. The right side
of Strittmatter’s vehicle struck the
front of a second vehicle. Strittmatter was not wearing a seat belt at the
time of the crash. The driver of the
second vehicle and two passengers

Continued on Page 3A
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Support of the Bipartisan Legislation for the
U.S.Cadet Nurse Corps Service Recognition Act

The U S Cadet Nurse Corps was established in
1943 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to help
with extreme shortage of nurses during WWII.
By 1945, Cadet Nurses we’re providing 80% of
nursing care in hospitals throughout the United
States.
To this day, 75 years later, the Cadet Nurses are
the only uniformed Corp Members in WWII to
not be offi ally recognized as Veterans. Please
help by contacting your Representative , Senate
and Governor.

As a concerned citizen I am seeking the involvement of all US Citizens in contacting their US
Congressman or US Senator about supporting
legislation to provide limited veterans benefit
to the qualifi d members who served in the US
Cadet Nurse Corps during World War II.
Please call your current US Representative and
ask them to support H.R. 7258. The general
switchboard of your elected US House member
is: 202 224 3121. Call this phone number and
the operator can route you to your Representative. You can also go to www.house.gov on your
computer to fi d and email your Representative.
Call the general switchboard of your US Senator
at: 202 224 3121 and have the operator route your
call to your Senator and ask them to support the
Senate version of this Bill S. 3729. You can also

contact your Senator at www.senate.gov to leave
an email seeking their support for this Bill.
Missouri US Senator-elect Josh Hawley does
not have contact info yet. When he is sworn in
on 3 Jan 2019 he will be provided with a mailing
address, website info and phone numbers for his
offi .
Call Missouri US Senator Roy Blunt; PH 202
224 5721 or at one of his regional offices i
Missouri. Go to: www.blunt.senate.gov then
complete the contact form with your comments
requesting he support S.3729.
Call Missouri US Representative Sam Graves;
PH 202 225 7041 or his regional office in issouri. Go to: https://graves.house.gov then complete
the contact form with your comments requesting
he support H.R. 7258.
Th s is a copy of the US Senate version of the
Bill. Their ID Number is S. 3729, offered on 6
Dec 2018
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/
s3729/text
Th s is a copy of the US House version of the
Bill. Their ID Number is H.R. 7258, offered on
11 Dec 2018
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/
hr7258/text

Edith Harrington , 95, of Macon is still hoping
for recognition 75 years later. Edith is holding her
summer uniform and wearing her cap. Her winter
uniform is on model.

ROGER MARSH, MACON, MISSOURI
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A passenger in Gault’s vehicle was wearing a seat
belt; he sustained serious injuries. The crash occurred in Livingston County on Missouri Highway 190 west of Chillicothe, MO. Livingston Coroner Scott Lindley pronounced Gault dead at the
scene. Livingston County Sheriff ’s Department
personnel also responded to the scene.
Lee E. Schickendanz, 44, of Colorado Springs,
CO, died when the vehicle he was driving traveled off the left side of the roadway, traveled
down an embankment, overturned, and caught
fire. It is unknown whether Schickendanz was
wearing a seat belt. The crash occurred in Franklin County on Missouri Route VV near Missouri
Highway 100. Dr. Falch pronounced Schickendanz deceased at Mercy Hospital in St. Louis, MO.
There were no fatality crashes on Christmas Day,
December 25, 2018.

were all wearing their seat belts; all sustained
minor injuries. The crash occurred in Franklin
County on St. Louis Rock Road east of Lakeshore
Drive. Dr. Scarato pronounced Strittmatter deceased at Mercy Hospital in Washington, MO.

struck a tree. Roman was not wearing a seat belt.
The crash occurred in Dent County on Missouri
Highway H west of Salem, MO. Dent County
Coroner Gina White pronounced Roman dead at
the scene.

The remaining three fatalities occurred as the
result of a two-vehicle crash in the Blue Springs,
MO, area. The crash is being investigated by the
Blue Springs Police Department. The Patrol’s Major Crash Investigation Team 1 is assisting.

Two people died in traffic crashes on Monday,
December 24, 2018. Edward R. Gault, 80, of
Kansas City, KS, died when the vehicle he was
driving crested a hill at a high rate of speed,
became airborne, then traveled off the north side
of the roadway. The vehicle continued down a
ditch, struck and embankment, became airborne
a second time, then overturned onto its top off
the north side of Missouri Highway 190. Gault
was wearing his seat belt at the time of the crash.

One person died in a traffic crash on Sunday,
December 23, 2018. Thomas L. San Roman, 70,
of Lenox, MO, died when the vehicle he was driving traveled off the right side of the roadway and

Missouri Farm Bureau Survey Finds
Farmers Optimistic Heading into 2019

By Eric Bohl

Missouri Farm Bureau recently took the temperature of the farm economy through its
third-annual FARMometer. Over 1,200 attendees
at MOFB’s Annual Meeting at Tan-Tar-A in early
December were asked to complete a questionnaire on agriculture-related topics. The questions
have been identical each year of the survey.
MOFB’s 2018 Annual Meeting theme was “Gratitude.” President Blake Hurst’s annual address
noted that farmers remain thankful and optimistic no matter how challenging the year. And
indeed 2018 was a very bumpy year in the farm
economy. Despite low commodity prices, trade
disputes, drought, poorly-timed rains and countless other difficulties, the FARMometer survey
results show that President Hurst’s words remain
accurate in Missouri.
Missouri farmers are remarkably optimistic
about their prospects for success in 2019. Over
74 percent of FARMometer respondents said they
feel optimistic about their farming operation for
next year. This measure dropped only two percent from last year’s survey, an almost negligible
change. About six percent have a negative outlook, and 19 percent were neutral.
For the third year in a row farmers said commodity and livestock prices were the biggest challenge in their farm operations. Input costs were
the second-greatest concern out of the FARMometer’s 11 choices, rising from third place last year.
Challenges securing adequate and affordable land
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rose to third position, on a steady rise from sixth
in the initial survey. Financial pressures clearly
remain foremost on farmers’ minds as we enter
our sixth straight year of low commodity prices.
Missouri’s long tradition of civically-engaged
farmers held strong in this year’s survey. Farmers
were almost unanimous in their belief that it is
important to be active in farm and commodity
organizations. Ninety-eight percent of respondents agreed that this is important. Almost 96
percent believe it is important to form relationships with elected officials. These numbers have
also remained very stable over the survey’s first
three years.
Farmers’ spirit of gratitude and optimism was
perfectly captured in the survey’s final question.
Despite growing challenges and falling income,
about 95 percent of respondents said they would
recommend that their children follow in their
footsteps as a farmer or rancher. Even as times
have grown progressively more difficult in recent
years, this number has been steadily on the rise.
The inaugural survey in 2016 found that 91 percent would recommend their own career to their
children, growing to 93 percent last year.

The only 100 percent survivable traffic crash is
the one that never happens. Make sure everyone
in the vehicle is properly restrained in a seat belt
or child restraint. Every day as we travel on Missouri’s roadways, we trust that every driver on the
road is going to obey the speed limit, pay attention, and drive sober. “Don’t Violate The Trust.”
Follow the Missouri State Highway Patrol on
Twitter @MSHPTrooperGHQ
Note: The fatality statistics in this news release
could change if late deaths occur, or if other
departments report fatal traffic crashes after this
news release was sent to the media.

January OATS Schedule
We will be closed January 1st in Observance of
New Years and January 21st in Observance of
Martin Luther King Day
OATS transportation is available to anyone
regardless of age, income, disability, race, gender,
religion, or national origin. Macon Chamber of
Commerce/OATS provides public transportation
for residents of Macon Monday–Friday,
9:00 a.m.–4:00p.m
To schedule a ride, call 660-385-2811 (9:00a.m.3:00p.m.) or 800-654-6287 (if no answer at first
number)
From Macon County to:
Columbia
January 7th
Kirksville
January 8th
Macon
January 14th, 15th
Moberly
January 22nd

To schedule a ride for Contract Trips, simply call
the volunteer OATS contact Norma Benson (660)
385-7734.
*County Committee Meeting: January 14th,
Northeast Regional Office, 10:00 a.m.
****All OATS meetings are open to the public!
To Columbia on the WEEKLY EXPRESS
Monday thru Friday: Service along Hwy 63 from
Lancaster to Kirksville to Macon to Moberly
to Columbia. The bus will deviate five miles off
of Hwy 63 to pick riders up. If you live beyond
Recent positive developments on the trade front, the five miles you will meet the bus at a pick up
a revised Clean Water Rule, a newly-enacted farm point.
bill and some promising announcements for rural To Schedule a ride for the above routes, call 800broadband development give rural Missourians
654-6287.
plenty of reason to be hopeful. With the new year To schedule a ride for Contract Trips call Norma
upon us, Missouri’s farmers will continue to give Benson 660-385-7734
thanks and plan for better times ahead.
“Anyone can ride! OATS, Inc. Is not just for
seniors, but for Rural Missourians regardless of
age or income that are in need of transportation.
Individuals, organizations, groups, or agencies
may contract with OATS for transportation services. Special Agreements may extend for as little
as one hour or for one year with an option for renewal. If you or your group need transportation
services beyond what is scheduled in the county,
OATS might be able to accommodate you.

Turning 65? Medicare Questions?
We Have Medicare Answers!
Help is only a phone call away
Chris Nelson - Renee Rudkin
Kim Souther - Kallie Baker
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2018 Tri-State Cross Country Coaches Girls All-Area Team

Written by Jared Schmidt - Tri State Cross Country Coaches Committee Member

Runner of the Year - Katelyn Robbins, Sr. - Liberty
When things don’t go the way you had planned, you
have two choices: give up, or put in your best effort and
try to reverse your fortunes. 2017 was not the year that
Katelyn Robbins had envisioned while on the cross
country course. As a Junior, Robbins was sidelined for
most of the middle of the season with an injury that
kept her from running. To complicate things further,
Robbins became Ill a few days before the Elmwood
Sectional meet and finished a very disappointing 58th
place, running 20:35, missing her 3rd straight trip to
the IHSA State Meet and an opportunity to earn another All-State Medal. In a season that most consider an important recruiting season, Robbins resume
suffered and the Eagles #1 runner hopes of landing a
college offer hung in the balance. To complicate things
more, Robbins had another medical issue at the IHSA
State Track meet where she was forced to walk across
the finish line of the 3200m and finished a disappointing 14th after having a solid Spring season overall.
Fast forward to the Summer of 2018. Anyone with
hopes of having a strong Fall season is putting in the
miles necessary to flourish, Robbins included, only to
be sidelined yet again by a stress fracture in her lower
leg. “The stress fracture was definitely not something
we saw coming, or hoped for. In the time when you
need to be running, Katelyn was forced to take time
off. We didn’t know how she would bounce back, so
we were forced to change almost everything about her
training” said Liberty Coach Jared Schmidt. Coach
and athlete met at the start of cross country season
after Robbins had finally be allowed to start running
again, but only minimally, and laid out a plan of attack. Robbins would run when the doctors had agreed
to allow her to, and cross train on a bike as much as
possible when she couldn’t run. “She biked over two
hours a day sometimes. Other days she would get in
her run and jump on the bike for an additional hour.
She did everything she could possibly do and more to
try and get back in racing shape. Her dedication was
unmatched” said Schmidt.
Robbins sat at the first part of the 2018 Fall to gain
fitness before returning to racing at the Travel Meet
hosted by QND. Due to weather, that meet was shortened to 2 miles, but it provided the perfect opportunity
for Katelyn to test her fitness on a challenging course.
The result was a victory in 12:32 and she was ready to
attack the rest of the season...and attack she did. Robbins continued to gain fitness throughout the remainder of the season while using races as barometers for
where she was. She finished the 2018 season with finishes of no lower than 4th in any meet she competed
in. She was 4th at the SJO Spartan Classic, and 2nd at
the QHS Tom Oakley Invitational. Robbins then won
the Liberty Invitational and the West Central Conference Meet running 18:44 to set herself up for the post
season. Katelyn raced her way to her 1st cross country
Regional championship at Liberty winning in a time
of 18:29 and then placed 2nd overall in 17:50 to tie her
person best time at the Elmwood Sectional losing only
to reigning IHSA Individual State Champion Emma
Argo of Eureka. Robbins then capped her redemption
season by setting a new person best time of 17:29 at the
IHSA Class 1A State Championship in Peoria to place
4th overall, earning her the best finish by any female in
Liberty school history. Her 4th place finish also made
Robbins the most decorated cross country runner in
Liberty history and solidified her return to running

after overcoming all of her setbacks in 2017 and 2018.
Since the end of cross country season, Robbins has
verbally committed to run collegiate track and cross
country at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, IL
in the Fall of 2019. For her efforts on the course in the
Fall of 2018, Katelyn Robbins has been named this
year’s Tri-State Cross Country Coaches Girls Runner
of the Year.
First Team All- Area - (Alphabetical Order)
Carrie Balzer, So., Liberty - Balzer returns as an
All-Area 1st teamer from 2017. She continued her successes in 2018 with top 10 finishes at every local Invitational. She placed 7th at both the QND Running
Raider and QHS Tom Oakley Invitational’s. She was
5th at the Liberty Invite and 4th overall at the WCC
Conference meet to earn another All-Conference honor. Balzer ended 2018 with an 8th place finish at the
Liberty Regional and 40th overall at the Elmwood Sectional running 19:48.
Grace Buschling, Fr., Clark County - The Clark County Freshman burst onto the scene this year in a big way.
Along with many top 5 finishes throughout the season,
she saved some of her best races for the end of the season. She was the CCC Conference Champion before
placing 3rd at the Bowling Green District meet. In her
first State meet appearance she placed 3rd overall at the
Missouri State Championships.
Camy Grote, So., Bowling Green - Grote has the distinct pleasure of being a 2 time All-Area 1st teamer, and
a 2 time All-State performer after a 2018 season that
earned her a 15th place finish at the MO State Championships. She also racked up top finishes of 3rd at the
EMO Conference meet and 6th at the Bowling Green
District meet. With the graduation of Senior leader
Kate Klott, look for Grote to move into the number 1
runner role heading into next season.
Zarra Humphrey, Sr., West Hancock - Finding her
way onto her 3rd All-Area 1st team is no surprise for
the West Hancock senior. A consistent name among
the top of every local meet Humphrey placed 9th at
QND, 4th at QHS, and 3rd at Liberty. She then went on
to place 3rd at the WCC Conference meet and 5th at
the Macomb regional before finishing her high school
XC career with a 21st place finish in 19:10 at the Elmwood Sectional. Humphrey will now shift her focus
to the track where she hopes to finish her career as a
multiple time all-stater.
Kate Klott, Sr., Bowling Green - The most decorated
runner in Bowling Green girls history, Klott added to
her already lengthy resume in her final year. Strong
consideration could be made for her as the runner of
the year with her results from 2018. She was runner-up
at the EMO Conference meet and 4th at the Bowling
Green District meet before finishing runner-up at the
Missouri State Meet capping an amazing four year allstate run. Klott ends her BG career with all-state XC
finishes of 14th, 14th, 4th, and 2nd. An overall resume
that can hardly be matched for consistency.
Lydia Kurfman, Sr., QHS - The reigning Tri-State
Runner of the Year did plenty in 2018 to put herself in
the discussion again. She won the WB6 opener meet
to open the season before also winning the QND Running Raider and QHS Tom Oakley Invites. Kurfman
finished 4th at the 3A Edwardsville Regional and 19th
at the QHS Sectional meet to earn her 3rd straight trip
to the IHSA State Meet where she finished 90th running 18:07. Kurfman signed her National Letter of Intent to run for Division 1 University of Memphis starting in the Fall of 2019.
Megan McMillen, Fr., Bowling Green - A vital part to

Bowling Green’s runner-up team finish at the Missouri State Championships, McMillen looks to step into
a big role next season after placing herself among the
areas best in 2018. EMO All-Conference honors where
she placed 4th overall started a post season run that
included 8th place at the Bowling Green District Meet
before earning her 1st all-state performance where she
placed 20th overall at the Missouri State Championship helping lead the lady bobcats to their highest team
finish ever.
Claudia Nichols, Jr., Hannibal - For the 3rd year in a
row, Nichols finds herself among the areas best on the
1st team. The leader of the Pirates program, Nichols
didn’t change that in 2018. She placed 8th overall at
the QHS Tom Oakley Invitational where she ran 20:34
against many of the area’s best. Nichols did not have
the post-season she would have liked in 2018, but look
for her to bounce back in 2019 to finish her high school
XC career with a 4th straight 1st team appearance!
Maya Stovall, Sr., Macomb - The 2016 Tri-State Runner of the Year put together quite the resume again in
2018. Along with winning the Macomb Invitational,
Stovall rattled off a handful of top 5 finishes throughout the season before heading into the post season. She
was the WCC Runner-up before winning the Macomb
Regional in 18:29. She placed 5th overall at the Elmwood Sectional to earn another trip to the IHSA State
Championship, where she capped a stellar high school
career with a 6th place finish running 17:29 to finish
with a new Macomb HS school record.
Delaney Straus, Fr., Marion County - One of three
freshmen to make the 1st team list, Straus made her
presence known early and often in 2018. Straus earned
4th overall at the Running Raider Invite and 5th overall
at QHS while racing the area’s best. In 2018 Straus won
five different event championships before placing 3rd
overall at the Missouri Class 1 State Meet where she
ran 20:25 for 5k.
All-Area Honorable Mention Bowling Green- Megan Kniess, Jr., Sylvia Wagner, Jr.
Clark County- Madison Kauth, Jr., Sierra Stewart, So.
Liberty- Larissa Neisen, Fr.
Macomb- Olivia Bishop, So., Khyliegh Diggs, Fr., Halle Evans, Jr.
Marion County- Olivia Wood, Fr.
Mark Twain- Zoe Miller, So.
Mendon- Sierra Miller, Sr.
Palmyra- Lauren Reid, So., Lydia Szarka, So.
QHS- Anna Schuering, Fr., Valerie Howerton, Sr.
QND- Lindsey Ayo, Sr., Ella Borrowman, Sr.
South Shelby- Meredith O’Neal, Sr.
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Obituaries
Roberta Jane Marsh Byers

Daniel Joseph Ramel

Marguerite “Marge” Sissulak

Roberta Jane Marsh Byers departed her earthly life
on December 18, 2018.
She was the daughter of William E and Gladys M
Smithson Marsh-born February 27, 1942. She gave
her life to Jesus at the age of 8 years old and was the
longest continuous member at the time of her death
of the Atlanta United Methodist Church. Roberta
graduated salutatorian from Atlanta High School
with the class of 1959.
She went to Northeast State Teachers College–now
Truman. In the fall of 1960 she moved to Kansas
City and attended the House of Heavlin Cosmetology School. Even though health reasons kept her
from working in that field she continued to keep her
state license. In 1967 she started her career at City
National Bank now UMB Bank which lasted until
1997. She retired as Senior Vice President in the
finance and control department. In 1997 Karl and
Roberta retired to Atlanta Missouri on a part of the
family farm where she had many fond memories of
her childhood. For the past 17 years she had worked
as a Senior Tax Advisor for H & R Block in Kirksville, during tax season retiring on April 18, 2017.
In 1968 she met her husband, Karl Byers from the
state of Louisiana. They were married on July 20,
1968 in Atlanta and she inherited two step-daughters, Theresa and Tamera. Karl and Roberta were the
parents of a son Christopher.
She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, Karl on July 17, 2018 and two sisters, Donna
Mae Marsh in 1945 and Marylyn Garrett in 2017,
and son-in-law Jim Rundberg in 2015.
She is survived by daughters Theresa Rundberg,
Lee’s Summit, MO, Tammy and husband Michael
Grayson Kansas City MO and son Chris and wife
Jennifer of Kansas City MO. 6 grandchildren, 2 great
grandsons, and 1 great granddaughter born 2 days
prior to passing. 1 sister and brothers in law, John
and Louise Gaughan, brother in law Roger Garrett
and a very special Aunt Theda Smithson along with
numerous nieces and nephews. Her extended families are Gene and Carol Byers, Mandeville Louisiana, Irma Holden, Covington, Louisiana and Philip
and Helen Levetino, Diamond Head, Mississippi.
Roberta enjoyed making footstools from large juice
cans which was a tradition started by her Grandmother Smithson. She enjoyed playing bingo and
was a die-hard Kansas City Royals fan. She also enjoyed collecting angels. On display today are several of Roberta’s angels and anyone that would like to
take one in remembrance of her please do so.
The family wishes to thank all their friends and
relatives for all the prayers and support they gave
during Roberta’s illness, and to the amazing nurses
and caregivers at Loch Haven Nursing Home.
Funeral Services will be held 11:00 am on Thursday, December 27, 2018 at the Elliott Funeral Home
in Atlanta, MO. Burial will be in the Jacksonville
Veterans Cemetery in Jacksonville, MO. Visitation
will be Thursday morning from 10:00 am until the
time of service at the funeral home in Atlanta. Contributions may be made to the William E and Gladys Marsh Memorial Park, The American Cancer
Fund or The Autism Foundation in Honor of Nora
Gaughan.

Daniel Joseph Ramel, 67, of Macon, MO, passed
away on Wednesday, December 19, 2018, at the University Hospital in Columbia, MO.
Dan was born on May 22, 1951, in Kansas City, MO,
the son of Frank E. and Margaret (Oxley) Ramel. He
was united in marriage to Donna Brady, who blessed
him with three children, Kathleen, Ryan, and Kelly.
Dan lived in Kansas City, MO and worked as an independent furniture sales representative.
Dan later moved to Macon, MO where he met Wendy Garner. They fell madly in love and were married.
Dan lovingly accepted her four children, Desiree,
T.J., Angelica, and Jasmine, as they were his own.
Dan had a profound love of nature and was an avid
outdoorsman. He instilled this love in the young men
that were closest to him. Dan was very hard working
and took pride in what he built; he took pride in the
accomplishments of those who learned from him.
Dan was very generous, kind, patient, selfless, witty and charming. He endeavored to make his home
harmonious and welcoming. He had a knack for
making others feel comfortable by including everyone. He never knew a stranger. He was often teased
being called “hostess with the mostest”. He showed
love by spending time with and helping those he
cared for. Dan woke up everyday thinking of ways
to make his wife happy. Dan had a great sense of humor. He loved telling jokes and was known to coax
a laugh from a stranger by surprising the car next to
him with a “Papa Smurf ” puppet. Dan had a contagious smile that lit up a room.
Dan spent his days on the farm hunting, fishing,
gardening, planting food plots, clearing roads and
raising buildings. Dan loved spending time with
friends, many of nearly 50 years. He cherished each
one of them through service, lending a hand wherever he could.
Dan made countless memories with his loved ones.
He was a very affectionate and loving father and
husband. Dan truly lived life to the fullest enjoying
every waking moment and living life on his terms.
He was a treasure to those who knew him, and his
passing has left a hole in the hearts of so many.
Dan is survived by his wife, Wendy, of the home;
seven children, Katie Yates and her husband Aaron, Kelly Ramel, Ryan Ramel, Desiree Gardner, T.J.
Gardner and his wife Angie, Angelica Johnson, and
Jasmine Knox and her husband Scott; several grandchildren, three brothers, David Ramel, Jim Ramel,
and George Ramel; and several nieces, nephews, inlaws, and other extended family members.
Dan was preceded in death by his parents, one
grandson, Calvin Long, niece Rita Ramel and nephew Scott Ramel.
Funeral services will be held 2:00 pm on Thursday, December 27, 2018 at the Hutton & McElwain
Funeral Home in Macon, with Bro. Jim Bolin officiating. Burial will be in the Blomberg Cemetery
southwest of Atlanta, MO. Visitation will be Thursday afternoon from 1 pm until the time of service at
the funeral home. Family suggests memorials to the
Randy Johnson Memorial Fund or Vietnam Veterans of America.

Marguerite “Marge” Sissulak, 97, of Macon, MO,
passed away Tuesday, December 25, 2018, at the Macon Healthcare Center.
Marge was born on November 23, 1921, in Aurora,
MO, the daughter of John
and Laura Elsey. She was
married to John Sissulak
for 50 years. Marge enjoyed
collecting antiques, doing
puzzles, volunteering at the Macon Healthcare Center, gardening and flowers.
She is survived by her husband, John of Macon; one
son, Terry Wilson of Springfield, MO; granddaughter, Sara Magers and her husband Jered and their
children, Jayse and Kaison of Macon, MO. Marge
is also survived by several other grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, and three step children.
Marge was preceded in death by her parents and
three sons.
A memorial service will be Friday, December 28,
2018, at 4 pm, at the Hutton & McElwain Funeral
Home in Macon. Visitation will be from 3 pm until
the time of the service. Burial will be in the Woodlawn Cemetery in Macon, MO, at a later date. Memorials are suggested to the Randy Johnson Memorial Fund.

Auditor Galloway’s recommendations result in
improvements to controlled substance monitoring
within Medicaid prescription drug program
Missouri lacks effective Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, but can utilize local resources to
fight opioid misuse and addiction

has taken steps to access information from the St.
Louis County PDMP to better identify potentially
inappropriate use of controlled substances within
the Medicaid and CHIP programs.
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo (Dec. 27, 2018) State Au- The cost of outpatient prescription drugs within
Medicaid and CHIP represents 14 percent of all
ditor Nicole Galloway today released a report on
state's oversight procedures for prescription drug spending. Between 2010 and 2015, these costs inbenefits through Medicaid, the Children's Health creased. The Department implemented processes,
Insurance Program (CHIP), and the Missouri Rx including encouraging use of generic drugs and
(MORx) program, which are administered by the requiring the usage of lower cost drugs before
prescribing higher, in an effort to reduce costs. As
Department of Social Services. The report found
the result, prescripthat the state has taken effective steps to control
tion drug costs have
spending on prescription drug costs, but more
decreased in 2016
can be done to fight fraud and abuse.
Missouri is the only state in the nation that does and 2017.
The audit also recnot have a comprehensive statewide Prescription
ommended additionDrug Monitoring Program (PDMP). These proal efforts by the Degrams collect data from pharmacies dispensing
partment to ensure
controlled substances and make the information
available to authorized users through an electron- federal regulations
ic database. According to the Federal Department are followed to gather
required prescription
of Health and Human Services, such programs
drug information
have been effective in addressing prescription
from prescribers and
opioid overdoses, misuse and addiction.
"Each day, more Missouri families feel the effects prevent payments for
unallowable claims.
of opioid addiction, and law enforcement, medical professionals and advocates have been working tirelessly to address the growing problems of
opioid misuse and abuse," Auditor Galloway said.
"A step in the right direction is ensuring state
prescription drug benefit programs have access to
available information that could address abuse."
In July 2017, the former administration attempted to create a statewide PDMP through Executive
Order, however, the program was inadequate to
address fraud and abuse. An alternative exists
through a PDMP created by St. Louis County
which, as of August 2018, includes data from 10
cities and 48 counties in the state. As a result of
recommendations in the report, the Department

Death Notice
Helen Ann Snodgrass, 69, of Macon, MO, passed
away at her home in Macon on Sunday, December 23,
2018. Helen was born on September 17, 1949, in Bevier,
MO, the daughter of Robert “Cotton” and Dorothy (Fugate) Cross. Helen is survived by two daughters, Terri
Scott of Macon, Christina “Nena” Snodgrass and her
wife Jeri of Pevely, MO. Visitation will be from 4-6 pm,
Wednesday evening, December 26, 2018, at the Hutton
& McElwain Funeral Home in Macon. Private graveside services will be at a later date at the Richardsdale
Cemetery in Bevier. The family suggests memorials to
the Randy Johnson Memorial Fund.

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com

6A DECEMBER 31, 2018

The Journal

Call 395-4663 or email ads.homepress@gmail.com

The Journal

Pay for 3 weeks and get the 4th week free!

CLASSIFIEDS

NEW RATES: $12 per week for up to 20 words, 10¢ per word thereafter. Ads in both Home Press and Journal: $20 per week 10¢ per word thereafter

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: Direct Care Staff. All
shifts. Must have valid driver’s license, car
insurance, HS diploma or GED. Background test and drug
screening required.
Call
660-385-3681
or pick up application
at 810 Ranchland
Dr, Macon, MO. M-F
8am-4:30pm. EOE.
(1/8)

FOR RENT

Free Pickup of Scrap

Starting Wage $9.00
Open interviews
Monday-Friday 9am-10am &
Tuesday 4-5pm

SENIOR HOUSING -Macon Senior Housing Inc.
has 1-bedroom apartments
available for rent to eligible tenants. Utilities paid.
Laundry facilities. Refrigerator and range provided. Maintenance provided.
Smoke free apartments. Karen Murr or Vicky McLeland 660-415-7287 for more
information. This institution is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.
(TFN)

• Career Opportunities
• Flexible Hours
• Quality Benefits for
full-time Employees
after one year:
- 2 weeks paid vacation
-Eligible for insurance

Large beautiful
4-bedroom house for
rent located in Atlanta. Nice bedroom
home with 20 acres
near Macon, also
homes in La Plata &
Kirksville. For information call 660-3419081. (TFN)

•Electronics • Computers
• Copiers • Printers
• Applaince • Scrap Metal
• Phones • Fan’s • Flat Screen Tv’s
•Christmas Lights • VCR’s

660-346-0606

HELP WANTED

Clarence Care Center is
looking for a
LPN Part-time Nights and
Evening CNA Full time
Contact:
JoLyn Totten, DON
111 East Street
Clarence, MO
660-699-2118 or online @
clarencecarecenter.com EOE

Dental Assistant

Family Health Center in Marceline
is seeking a dental assistant. Priority given to
applicants with 2-3 years successful work
experience as a Dental Assistant.
This full-time position offers a generous benefit
package which includes no weekends and
all major holidays as additional paid time off.
Apply online at www.fhcmo.org
and attach resume.
EOE

APPLY AT:
WWW.MOJOBSMCDS.COM
Your Government
and Community
Online Resource

www.maconcountymo.com

The Home Press
is not OUR paper,
It’s YOUR paper!

Submit your items
of interest today!

news.homepress@gmail.com
660-395- HOME or 660-332-4431

2018 Tri-State Cross Country Coaches Boys All-Area Team
Written by Jared Schmidt - Tri State Cross Country Coaches Committee Member
Most kids don’t come into any high school sport shouldering major expectations of what’s to come the next four years.
It’s safe to say that Fiker Rosen doesn’t fit into that category.
After winning the Class 2A IESA State Cross Country title
while competing for Quincy Blessed Sacrament the last two
years, expectations were high for the Quincy High School
Freshman. Add in the fact that he broke the course record of
Illinois cross country legend Jorge Torres last Fall in Bloomington, and it’s safe to say that the prospects of what could
be in the Fall of 2018 were sky high at Quincy High School
when they started their season.
“I don’t know of any athlete that has come out of Jr. High
with as much hype as Fiker did. He handled the pressure
and expectation masterfully,” said Quincy High School
head Coach Matt McClelland. Learning to handle the pressure meant that Rosen was going to have to learn to race
against older, more experienced cross country runners. This
is where the guidance of McClelland may have been Rosen’s
most valuable asset. McClelland raced Rosen often throughout 2018 and didn’t shy away from big name competition.
He started off by winning the WB6 opener meet and proceeded to dominate on the course throughout the Fall. “If
you break down the overall season, throw out the best and
worst race. Look at the average of the whole. When you
do that for Fiker, he was dominating. He won half of the
races he entered and only finished outside the top 5 twice
all season” said McClelland. His wins included the QND
Running Raider, QHS Tom Oakley Invite, Liberty Invitational, and the WB6 Conference Championship. Even at the
smaller local meets, Rosen was beating the likes of fellow
Illinois 1A Freshman phenomenon Miles Sheppard of West
Hancock (7th in IL Class 1A) and Nathan Frazee of Clark
County Missouri (5th in MO 1A). When Rosen didn’t win,
it wasn’t because he didn’t race well, but because he raced
top tier competition from the always deep Illinois 3A level.
Rosen raced to a runner-up finish at the Edwardsville 3A
Regional and placed 5th at the Quincy High School Sectional meet running 15:34 to earn his 1st trip to the IHSA
Class 3A State Meet as an individual. At the State meet, Rosen ran to a 124th place finish running 15:31. It’s safe to say
this was not the result Rosen was expecting to put forward.
McClelland points out that, “the way the state race played
out was definitely not in the plan. Two weeks after the race
Fiker and I sat down and had a long talk about training and
racing. The look in his eye and the passion in his voice told
me he was a renewed man on a mission. His mission is to
bounce back and prove the naysayers wrong.”
As a whole, Rosen put together one of the best Freshman
campaigns of any athlete ever to run in the Tri-State area and
shouldered major expectations from others while doing so.
For his efforts on the course in the Fall of 2018, Fiker Rosen
has been named this year’s Tri-State Cross Country Coaches

Boys Runner of the Year.
First Team All- Area - (Alphabetical Order)
Noah Fleer, Sr., QHS - A linchpin for the Blue Devils the
last three seasons, Fleer helped lead QHS back to the Sectional Championships in 2018. A 5th place finish at QND
started his season strong and that continued throughout. He
was 3rd at the Liberty Invitational and earned All-Conference placing 7th at the WB6 meet. Fleer was 12th at the 3A
Edwardsville Regional and placed 54th at the QHS Sectional. QHS will look to replace the leadership of Fleer in the
2019 season.
Nathan Frazee, Jr., Clark County - Frazee re-asserted himself in 2018 after an up and down 2017 campaign. With Invitational wins at Bowling Green, Macomb, and Centralia
along with top 3 finishes at QND and QHS Frazee boosted
his season’s resume before the post-season arrived. Frazee
won the conference championship before winning the Bowling Green District Meet. He capped his Junior season with a
5th place finish at the Missouri State Championships, earning him his 3rd consecutive All-State performance.
Brett Griesbaum, Sr., Palmyra - The Panther Senior saved
his best for last when it came to his XC career. Griesbaum
lead Palmyra throughout 2018 where he ended up earning
program bests throughout. He placed 11th at the Conference Meet in Shelbina before earning an 11th place finish at
the Bowling Green District meet to qualify for the Missouri
State Meet, which was a program best. At the State Meet, he
earned the programs best State Meet finish when he placed
51st overall.
Corbyn Harper, Jr., Clark County - Harper earns his 2nd
straight 1st team All-Area nomination in 2018. Harper
earned 8th place finishes at both the QHS Tom Oakley and
Bowling Green Invitational’s. He also earned a pair of 3rd
place finishes at the Conference Meet in Shelbina and the
Bowling Green District meet where he helped Clark County
earn their 3rd straight State Meet qualification. Corbyn finished his season with a 33rd place finish at the Missouri State
Championships.
Nathan Haxel, Sr., QND - The Raider Senior earned his
1st team nod with consistent results late in the 2018 season. Haxel finished 7th at the QHS Tom Oakley Invitational along with 5th place finishes at the Macomb Invitational
and Liberty Invitational. Haxel lead QND throughout the
post-season with a 5th place finish at the West Central Conference Meet and a 15th place finish at the Liberty Regional
before finishing his Senior campaign with a 62nd place finish at the IHSA Elmwood Sectional.
Stan Melkumian, So., Macomb - The Bomber Sophomore
made big improvements from his Freshman year to earn
himself a spot on the All-Area 1st team. Dropping over a
minute on his times from his Freshman campaign allowed
Melkumian to earn a 3rd place finish at the WCC Conference meet before helping his team qualify for the Elmwood
Sectional with a 14th place finish at the Macomb Regional.
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Stan finished the season with a 58th place finish at Elmwood.
Nick Seaver, So., Rushville - The Rocket Sophomore put together a strong enough resume to earn his first All-Area 1st
team nomination. Seaver earned top 10 finishes at the Dick
Tucker Invitation early in the season and continued strong
running throughout 2018. A 10th place Conference finish at
Farmington running 16:55 propelled him into the post season where he was 10th again at the Macomb Regional before
ending his season with a 51st place finish at the IHSA Class
1A Elmwood Sectional.
Dakota Shepler, Sr., Macomb - A consistent runner in Macomb’s top 3 since his Freshman season, Shepler’s consistency didn’t change again this season. He was 5th at the Macomb Invitational and earned a 4th place finish at the WCC
Conference Championships. He improved his time on the
Macomb course at the Regional meet running 17:04 placing
15th overall. To end his career, Shepler placed 58th at the
Elmwood Sectional running 17:07.
Miles Sheppard, Fr., West Hancock - Sheppard put up a
Freshman campaign that put him in serious consideration
for Runner of the Year. If it wasn’t for head to head losses to
Rosen throughout the season, his name would be at the top
of the list. However, don’t think that he wasn’t successful.
With several wins and top 5 finishes throughout 2018, Miles
set himself up to peak perfectly in the post season. He won
his 1st regional championship in Macomb, before narrowly
losing the Elmwood Sectional title on a finishing kick. His
crowning achievement was his 7th place finish at the IHSA
Class 1A State meet where he ran 15:11. That time was good
for top freshman honors in 1A, the 2nd best freshman time
ever in Class 1A history, along with the 2nd best finish ever
by a Freshman in 1A!
Cannen Wolf, Fr., Liberty - The Liberty Freshman continued to get better as the season progressed. He started the season placing 15th at the QND Invitational before progressing
late into the year. Wolf had top 5 finishes at the Liberty and
QHS Invitational’s and was the West Central Conference
Runner-up. He ran strong throughout the post season placing 7th at the Liberty Regional and 39th at the Elmwood
Sectional running 16:42. Wolf ran sub 17 minutes on several
occasions throughout 2018, including a 16:24 personal best
at the SJO Spartan Classic.
All-Area Honorable Mention Bowling Green- Colton Hearn, Fr., Evan Meyer, So.
Clark County- Isaac King, Sr.
Illini West- Kevin White, Sr.
Liberty- Mason Tate, Sr.
Macomb- Noah Ramos, So., Kerem Tasdan, Jr.
Marion County- Matt Wellman, Sr.
Palmyra- Spencer Locke, Jr.
Pittsfield- JJ Petty, Fr., Bryan Piper, Jr.
QHS- Jacob Spooner, Sr., Ayden Triplett, Fr.,
QND- Sam Schlegl, Jr.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
STATE:
ZIP:
PHONE:
1-Year Macon & Shelby County - $40
1-Year Neighboring Counties - $45
1-Year Elsewhere - $60
1-Year Online Only - $25
Mail payment to:
The Home Press
115 N. Rubey, Macon, MO 63552
To pay by Credit Card, please go to
maconhomepress.com
and click SUBSCRIBE
or Call 660-395-4663

The Journal

December’s Mayor Report for La Plata

Sewer Reline Project – Cheryl Elliott of USDA; Phillip
Wilson of McClure & Associates Engineering; Jim Willis of
Willis Bros. Construction; Mike Binder, Wastewater Superintendent; City Clerk Bobbie Jacques; and I met on Monday,
November 19th to discuss the change orders for the finalization of the sewer reline project. After the meeting, Cheryl, Phillip, Jim and Mike took a tour of the project. More
discussion was held on the replacement of the 2” waterlines
only on the back 9 of the golf course. When I delivered McClure’s check on Wednesday, November 28th on my way to
take sewer sample to CoMO, I talked to Philip and he indicated that his plan was to work into the change order a request to do a “drone” as built map/plan after the golf course
waterlines are replaced. On Thursday, November 29th, we
received an email from Brian Fifer of McClure Engineering
with Amendment 4 and two versions of the change orders.
Bobbie and I had discussed and agreed that Change Order
No. 3B draft is the most acceptable due to it including the
installation of 166 irrigation sprinkler heads in the amount
of $8,300.00. Discussion was held during a special board
meeting held on Monday, December 3rd regarding the new
change order #3B that would amend change order #2 which
was the one that was voted on and approved at the November
13th meeting. With the approval, Jim and Tom Willis indicated that work on the back 9 of the golf course would begin
as soon as they have gotten locates and equipment moved in
to the location. The project started on Thursday, December
6th. Due to the fact that we just had a meeting with the engineers and contractor on Monday, December 3rd, Brian Fifer
was not at this month’s meeting. Mike Binder and Jim Willis
will be coordinating the golf course waterline replacement
project and are very confident that it will not be as much of
an invasive project as previously thought.
Mike continues to take weekly sewer samples on Wednesday as per DNR regulations due to the fact that we are discharging into the creek. Mike goes to Edina and I go to
CoMO with the samples. Mike has enrolled Greg Tuggle in
wastewater classes to begin on January 9th in Macon and
they are two days a week for 6 weeks with testing on the
final day of class. Mike had a DNR water and distribution
inspection scheduled for Thursday, December 6th and it was
cancelled and rescheduled for Friday, December 14th. The
inspections are held every two years and the City of La Plata
had no significant violations noted.
On November 15th, Kiley and Greg assisted Butch Ferry of
the La Plata Special Road District with the replacement of
a culvert tube south of La Plata near the Tom Mohan residence. For many years, the City of La Plata and the La Plata
Special Road District have traded work due to restrictions
of equipment that each agency has available and it has been
beneficial to both parties.
Also on November 15th, K+S Services, Inc. of Oklahoma
were in town to do dielectric, boom, etc. test on the two city
electric bucket trucks. All components tested were determined to be operating properly. These safety tests are not
only required but for the safety of our employees.
Due to the winter storm over the Thanksgiving weekend,
the final yard waste pickup that was to be held on Tuesday,
November 27th, was delayed until Tuesday and Wednesday,
December 4th and 5th. The free service will resume on
April 30, 2019.
Kiley, Greg, and Jake pushed snow on Sunday, November
25th and kept up with the snow fall. Kiley said that they had
issues with one of the snowblades and that the 1996 Chevrolet street department pickup truck needs to be replaced
due to age. If we receive grant funds for streets and drainage,
we would have street tax funds available for equipment. I

called Lou Ann Rongey with USDA to ask about a grant/
low interest loan for a new pickup for the street department
and get them on a two year trade in schedule like the police,
electric, and water departments. On Friday, December 14th,
I met with Lou Ann Rongey and Cheryl Elliott of USDA regarding the application process for a 55 percent grant and
45 percent low interest loan towards the purchase of a new
pick up for the street department. Cheryl brought by the application for me to sign on Wednesday, December 19th and
it was completed and mailed back to her office on Thursday.
The grant/low interest loan is being applied for through the
La Plata Community Betterment. Kiley and Greg came in
on Friday, December 7th with some pictures of used dump
trucks. They said there are some issues with the current 1989
dump truck that and they are looking for a possible replacement unit.
BUILDING PERMITS: No building permits were issued
during the past month.
City Reservoir campsite update: David Ausmus of the Industrial Development Authority came to discuss the La
Plata City Reservoir project on Thursday, December 20th.
Bobbie gave him copies of all the invoices for the project and
he stated that we should be receiving a check within the next
couple weeks. While in town, he also visited with Librarian
Karen Bugh and Board President Judy Ross regarding a request for a remodeling project.
LMI SURVEYS: On Thursday, November 29th, Samantha
contacted me and let me know that we were LMI qualified
and that Director Cindy Hultz would be contacting us regarding the application process. The Board of Alderman approved the engineering for the project at the August 14th,
2018 meeting. Aaron McVicker of McClure & Associates
was in town on Monday, December 17th to research our areas of need regarding the streets and drainage around the
city square and adjoining areas. The state of Missouri has
been awarded up to $100 million dollars in grant monies as
a result of the storm disasters of 2015, 2016, and 2017. I am
excited about the tremendous response of the community
and the fact that this LMI will be good for four years instead
of only two for future grant applications. The 2nd round of
CDBG grant applications were due October 1st but because
of the delay in the LMI qualification, we missed out on two
rounds of grant applications. As soon as the engineering
phase is completed, MTRCG can proceed with the necessary paperwork.
Police Chief Jason Bunch submitted a “Crime Summary
Report “for the month of November.
Calvert’s were in town on Tuesday, December 4th to inspect the two electric trucks and found some minor issues.
Cory will be setting up an appointment to take one of the
trucks to the Brunswick location and when they are done
with that truck they will pick it up and leave the other one.
The big bucket truck has a hydraulic leak in the control value
and the digger truck needs the winch brake replaced as well
as new brakes.
Fire Chief Bob Couch reports that they will resume the fire
hydrant testing in the Spring and they have approximately
40 of the 110 remaining to complete. After the completion of
the hydrant testing, Mike will evaluate the most important
issues to begin working on repairs/replacement.
Due to the winter storm and for the safety of their employees, Advanced Disposal delayed Monday, November 26th
trash pickup until Tuesday, November 27th.
MTRCG Solid Waste Management grant application --Bobbie completed the $15,000 grant application for new
playground equipment for the La Plata Reservoir that was
due by Friday, December 14th. I hand delivered the appli-

CHAPTER ONE

The Other St. Louis Arches
The sweeping lines of the stainless steel
Arch soared into the sky above Becky’s head.
Her view from the base of the monument was
simply awesome. The huge leg looked like a
stack of giant steel pie slices that climbed to
meet the matching leg high above.
“Class, time to go into the museum!” Mr.
Brown called. “Everyone over here, please.”
Becky sighed and turned toward the little
group of her schoolmates. She’d return later.
Right now, they had a tour beginning at the sleek
new steel-and-glass entrance. The underground
museum itself lay between the legs of the Arch,
officially renamed the Gateway Arch National Park
just the year before.
Something moved by the corner of her eye, causing her to
pause. A little bug of some kind, flying in lazy circles. But this
one was glowing in the middle of the day, like a lightning bug,
and it made a buzzing sound like fairies singing.
Fairies singing? “Where did that thought come from?”
Becky whispered. She tried to gently wave the insect away
and jumped back in surprise when it landed on her finger. She
barely felt it there, even though it looked rather bulky, like
some kind of beetle. Its back pulsed blue and violet and green.
The colors soothed her somehow, and the beetle’s wings
buzzed a soft, relaxing tune.
Time to learn, the beetle’s song hummed, and it gave a
brilliant green flash of light. Becky had to blink her eyes and
turn away.
When the spots cleared, she found the beetle flying in
circles again. See you soon, it sang and flew off.
“Wait!” Becky called. “What are you? I’ve never seen
anything like you before. And you can talk, or sing, or
something. Oh, darn, it’s gone.”
She turned back to rejoin her class and froze. A huge lump
rose in her throat. The Arch had vanished.
The river still tumbled by in front of her, but steamboats
now crowded the shore, their twin stacks belching soot. She
looked around.
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cation to MTRCG office in Perry, MO on Wednesday, December 12th.
“Use Tax” issue ---- I called Stuart Haynes of MML on
Friday, December 7th in regards to placing the issue back
on the April 2nd ballot – the issue was defeated by 31 votes
in November. Stuart suggested that we might want to wait
due to the fact that MML will be lobbying to get the ballot
wording changed as well as trying to get assistance for municipalities that haven’t been successful in passing the ballot
issue. Based on my conversation with MML, it appears that
within the next year there may be some positive changes that
will assist the city in passing the use tax issue. Therefore, I
recommended that we keep watching for MML updates before placing the issue back on the ballot.
City Hall was closed on Thursday and Friday, November
22nd and 23rd in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday
and on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.
The sewer connection issue behind the La Plata Public Library will be addressed next spring.
The electric department did a project for BP Amoco during
the past month and we were reimbursed for the materials,
equipment rental, and our employees’ salaries. BP Amoco
has once again approached Cory about wanting a primary
line run across to their main building and shed by the tower.
On November 8, 2016, the Board of Alderman made and
approved a motion for the installation of the primary line
requested by BP Amoco at an estimated cost between $1,800
and $2,000 with an easement being provided. Cory stated
that BP has changed the location where they are wanting the
primary line to be installed and an easement won’t be necessary. The cost will probably be only ½ of the 2016 estimate
and at the current time, we aren’t receiving any electrical
revenue from the office building location so this would be
added revenue for the City. Based on the fact that the issue
has already been voted on and approved, I authorized Cory
to finalize his negotiations with BP Amoco for the primary
line installation and to keep me updated.
Officer Mark Henderson has reported that the DARE program will begin at the La Plata R-II School District on Friday,
January 18th, 2019. The program will focus on the 5th grade
class for the remainder of the school year and the plan is to
expand the DARE program to more age levels during the
2020-2021 school year. The program will last for ten weeks
and there are two sections of 5th graders. Bobbie met with
Mark on Wednesday, November 29th regarding information
needed for a $1,000 Wal-Mart grant for the DARE program.
Mark also had a meeting with Elementary Principal Lisa
Coy on Tuesday, December 4th to discuss the program. On
Wednesday, December 19th, we received an official notice
from Walmart that we have been awarded a $1,000.00 facility grant from the local Kirksville #189 Walmart.

Cassie Rodriquez, Amy Morris, & Nicole O’Haver, leaders for Girl Scout Troup #9184, were the organizers of the
“Christmas in the Park” event for this year and the girls did
the project for their Silver Award. Decorating began after
Thanksgiving and the park looked very festive. They also
collected coats, hats, and gloves for the La Plata Christian
Ministries on December 15th when Santa was in town. The
girls also served hot chocolate and cookies while people enjoyed the decorations.
Police Chief Jason Bunch applied for five (5) M16 A1 rifles
for the La Plata Police Department from the Missouri State
Agency of Surplus Property and the City was awarded four
(4) rifles. Officer Holt Landorf attended training in Jefferson
City on Tuesday, December 4th and picked the guns up and
took the $200 check for the
processing fee.
John Gillum & Associates
were in the office during
December gathering documents for the 2017-2018
audit and hopefully the audit report will be available
for the February 2019 board
meeting.
Beginning the first of the
year, a monthly safety meeting which will feature a short
video provided to us by
MRSWCIT (Missouri Rural Services Workers’ Compensation Insurance Trust).
During those meetings one
safety topic will be discussed
each month with the employees.
The filing dates for the two
positions for Ward I and
Ward II (Ron Robinson and
Dennis Jones) are Tuesday, December 11th, 2018
through Tuesday, January
15th, 2019. Filings will be
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday thru Friday with the exception of posted holidays.
As of this date, incumbents
Robinson and Jones have refiled as well as Alvin Peavler
for Ward I.
City Clerk Bobbie Jacques
and Alderwoman Susan
“There’s the old courthouse. And the old cathedral is here,
Walker, attended a Northbut it looks new. And where did all these other buildings
east Area Training meeting
come from?”
held in Kirksville on Friday,
December 14th. The training included representatives
Fighting back salty tears, she took a deep breath and
from the State Office of Adsearched for more clues. “The highways are gone, and all of
ministration regarding Statethe bridges have disappeared, except...”
wide Contracts, Cooperative
Procurement & Missouri
BUYS; MML regarding EthTo the north, she spotted two stone piers rising out of the
ics & MML Services; and
river. Partially built spans flowing upward in graceful shallow
State Attorney General’s Ofarches stretched out both east and west from the top of each
fice regarding The Sunshine
Law.
pier; their ends eerily suspended in space. Above the river the
The United States flag in
spans almost touched.
the La Plata City Park is being flown at half- staff until
“Time to learn, huh?” Becky muttered. “I guess I need to
December 31st in honor of
the former 41st President of
at least find out what’s going on.” Her first step felt strange,
the United States, George H.
and she stared down in disbelief. “I’m wearing a dress?” She
W. Bush, who passed away
touched her head. “And I have hair ribbons, too? What kind of
on November 30th. Presibug was that?”
dent Trump designated that
December 5th, 2018 be a
National Day of Mourning
She walked toward the construction, hoping the bridge
throughout the United States
would bring answers.
in honor of former President
Bush.
The next meeting of the La
Newspaper Connections:
Plata Board of Alderman
will be held at 6:00 p.m. on
Record the facts in each chapter. Take note of the 5
Tuesday, January 8th, 2019.
All meetings are open to the
Ws and 1 H: who, what, where, when, why and how.
public and we urge anyone
Compare this chapter with a newspaper article. Do
wishing to discuss a specific
subject or concern to contact
the 5 Ws and 1 H appear in both? Why or why not?
City Clerk Bobbie Jacques at
least 24 hours prior to the
©2018, Missouri Press Foundation
meeting in order to be placed
on the agenda.
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And the Bible Says…
Why Know God?
Friends, some may ask this, “Why do we need to know God?” Let me submit
an answer from the scriptures, John 17:3, “And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Eternal life,
therefore, is dependent on an accurate knowledge of God. This knowledge should
produce faith in God, Romans 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Since eternal life is dependent on knowing God, it is not
only knowing about God, but it includes knowing God existentially and personally.
That is, we must make the facts about God determinative for our whole life and
thought. We must embrace the truth about God with our whole hearts and mold
our lives around this knowledge. We must live as though God is real and take this
reality seriously!
Without faith, “it is impossible to please God”, Hebrews 11:6. God has given us
sufficient knowledge of Himself to produce complete trust in Him, Provers 16:20,
“He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the Lord,
happy is he.” This trust will cause us to obey Him which will result in the salvation
of our souls, Matthew 7:21. Without the knowledge of God and His righteousness,
ignorance becomes a serious danger to our souls. Romans 10:1-3 says, “Brethren,
my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For
I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.
3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of
God.” Many religious groups will tell members to pray to God, love God, give to
God, serve God, etc., BUT they fail to teach them who He really is, His nature, His
attributes. It is no wonder why the offer prizes to prompt people to attend services
to hear a few scriptures. We prove that we know the character, will, and nature of
God, when we obey Him, His commandments, 1 John 2: 3,4, “And hereby we do
know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that saith, I know
him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
Are you a faithful servant and worshipper of the “true and living God”? 1 Thessalonians 1:9, “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had
unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;”.
If we fail to acquire an accurate knowledge of God, we will suffer a horrible punishment! 2 Thessalonians 1: 7-9, “and to you who are troubled rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8 in flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” In the judgment, one
will not be excused for his failure to obey God because of his ignorance of God.
So, let’s learn about God together, shall we? Starting a new year, we will strive to
understand and know God.

DINING
GUIDE

Don’t miss the
Clarence
Homecoming!
Hours:
Monday - Thursday 11am - 8pm
Friday 11-9pm • Saturday 11am - 8:30pm
Closed Sunday.
DINE-IN OR CARRY-OUT
Hwy 63 North, Macon • 660-385-1436
Breakfast

Served All Day
Monday-Saturday

U
C
T
I
O
N

REAL ESTATE/PERSONAL
PROPERTY AUCTION
ESTATE AUCTION
Seller: Estate of the late Evelyn Hagar
Thursday,
August 23rd, 2018 at 4:00pm

Seller:
Gilvie Franke
Estate
Saturday Jan 12, 2019 - 10
o’clock
a.m.

206 S. 3rd Street • Novelty, MO

Directions:DIRECTIONS:
From Shelbina,
take63Hwy.
miles
to State Hwy. M.
FromMO,
Highway
& 15615
in North
La Plata,approximately
MO. Go West on12.5
156 to
Gex St..
Turn West onto
State Hwy. M and follow 9.3 miles to Hwy. 151. Turn North onto Hwy. 151 and go 7
Turn South onto Gex St and continue to auction site. Watch for signs for auctions.
miles to Co. Rd. 339. Turn west onto Co. Rd. 339 and follow to auction. Watch for signs day of sale.
REALthe
ESTATE:
3 bedroom/1
bath
Bungalow
style
with basement.
Forced
gas heat,
From
Intersection
of Hwy.
63N
and Hwy.
156house
in LaPlata,
MO go East
on Hwy.
156detached
approximately
garage,
to, nice
older
home
withoncharm.
17
mileslean
to Hwy.
151.
Turn
South
Hwy. 151 and go 1 mile to Co. Rd. 339. Turn west onto Co. Rd.
ANTIQUE
FURNITURE/MISC.
COLLECTIBLE
HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS: Antique full size bed.
339
and follow
to auction. Watch
for signs day
of sale.
Antique oak dresser with mirror. Antique mirrors. Antique hoosier cabinet. Antique lamps. Antique
Real Estate:
4 Lots
withPine
a nice
barn
andBrass
a 30x40
building
on lotquilts.
with electric.
vanity with mirror.
Older china
hutch.
buffet
table.
full metal
size bed.
Handmade
Claw &
To view
callCooper
Scott Kuntz
573-356-4405.
glass footed piano stool. Glass display
cabinets.
steamerat
pot.
Lead light fixture. Tobacco table.
Jewel tea china
set. Old rocking
chairs.2008
Marble
end table.
Ice cream
tableheated
& chair.leather
Carnival
glass. Black
Mercury
Sable
Premier,
interior,
74,678
Vehicles,
Mowers:
*Other
itemsext.
too numerous
mention*title
amethyst glass.
Miscellaneous
Cookbooks.
miles,
very niceglassware.
car; 1998Kitchenware.
Ford Ranger,
4x4, 75,000
miles,
cab, V-6,tosalvage
(was hit in right front), very nice truck; 1989 Ford F-350, 2wd, good flatbed, no motor;
JD 318 Lawn Mower; JD 430 Lawn Mower;
Antiques, Household, Furniture: Old school lockers; Antique chest of drawers w/
acorn style pulls; Small step ladder; 2HP shop vac; Oak cupboard; Oak framed mirror
w/etched glass; Oak claw footed table w/leaves; (4) leather roll-a-round chairs; Nesting mixing bowl set; Moon & Stars glassware set; Pink Depression; Crock bowls; Hull
pottery; Pots & pans; Kitchenware; Hand painted plates; Cherry style dining table w/6
chairs & matching hutch; Carnival glass; Opalescent Hobnail glass; Green Depression;
Lots of clear glass; Mini kerosene lamps; Cake stands; Fenton glass; Oneida flatware;
1985 Hesston Belt buckle; Case IH Belt buckles; Large oil on canvas signed painting; 72”
Vizio flatscreen TV; TV stand; Glider rocking chair; Antique Duncan Phyfe round end
table; Bird figurines; Bird paper weights; Tan leather La-Z-Boy recliner; Round leather ottoman; Full
size maple bed; Cedar 5pc. Queen size bedroom set; Ornate iron piano stool w/twisted legs; Misc.
costume jewelry; 2pc. Queen size bedroom set; Barbie Doll in box; Oak wash stand; Maytag elec. dryer; Maytag washer; Older picnic basket; #2 Cluskey crock, white inside; Drop leaf retro style kitchen
table; Antique drop leaf table; Hexagon kitchen table; Kerosene lamps; Antique twin size bed; Sears
chest type freezer; Old flour & feed sacks; Wizard deluxe fan; Antique twine & tied seat; Churn crock;
1950’s leather futon; Gazing balls; large metal lathe;

Restroom
Available

Terms:
10% down
day of
sale with
remainder due
at closing.
As always,
thanks in
advance for
joining us.
Scott Kuntz

www.scottysauctionservice.com

Supper is waiting
for you at
Little Donelli’s

LD’s

33006 State Hwy. M
Economy, MO

660-239-4576

Best Food in Town!
Ribeyes • KC’s
Breaded Tenderloins

BEST PIZZA AROUND!
FRIDAY FISH FRY • FRESH SALADS

Friendly
Service

Full Air Conditioned Lounge

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Supper

Open Mon.-Thurs. 5:30am-8:00pm, Fri. & sat. 5:30am-9pm, Sunday 6am-2pm

~CHAR-BROILED STEAKS~
~SEAFOOD~
~SMOKED BRISKET~
~SMOKED PULLED PORK~
~BURGERS & MORE~
~SALAD BAR~

DAILY LUNCH
SPECIALS
11AM-1PM
Also featuring
Hand-Cut
French Fries

103 W Chestnut St., Clarence, MO 63437

Lunch

CAFE

Fried
Chicken

Homemade
Desserts

Monday - Saturday
6AM-2PM
Sunday Breakfast
8AM-11AM
Sunday Buffet
11AM-2PM

Good Food, Good Friends and Good Times!!
Come to Tall Paul’s

Prepared
Fresh Daily

Mon: 11:00 am - 1:30 pm • Tue - Sat: 11:00 am - 8:30 pm
24 Hour Fuel - Pay at Pump

Beer Specials
Carry Outs
Welcome!

Homemade Onion Rings
Chicken Liver & Gizzards
and MUCH MORE!

Daily Specials

e
m
o
t H in’
a
re k
G Coo
To Go Orders

660-768-5440

AUCTION

5 Livingston Street • Bucklin

DINE IN

CARRY OUT

315 HWY. JJ • HUNTSVILLE, MO
660-277-4466
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 am - 8 pm
Sun. 11 am - 2 pm
Closed Monday
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Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association

9A

A total of 19 northeast Missouri nursing homes were visited with gifts eing delivered to all Veterans that are residing there. The last stop of northeast
Missouri nursing homes was at the Mexico Veterans in Mexico, Mo. Led by Ron Anderson, Commander of Chapter 4-7. Members of CVMA 4-7 and
volunteers assisted. (Jan Watts)

MDC Hosts Beginner Fly Tying Clinic
Register to attend this FREE Discover Nature – Fishing workshop and
learn to tie your own flies
KIRKSVILLE, Mo. – The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC)
will offer a free workshop on the basics of fly tying, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Jan. 19,
at the MDC Northeast Regional Offi , 3500 S. Baltimore St. in Kirksville.
MDC invites anyone age 10 and older to register for this free clinic. Participants younger than 16 years old must be accompanied by an adult for the
duration of the class.
Th s workshop will focus on teaching participants the equipment and skills
needed for tying flies. ater in the class, participants will learn how to tie
three flies hat can be used in warm waters of northeast Missouri, as well as
cool trout streams.
“Th s class is a great opportunity for those that have been curious about
tying flies ut have been afraid to purchase equipment and supplies prior
to using them,” said MDC Angler Recruitment Technician Chelsea Clever.
“Th s class is a good way to get to know what to purchase when you decide
to tie more than a handful of flies. F y tying is a great winter activity that
allows families to bond while also preparing for spring fishing.”
Participants need to bring reading glasses if they require them, and a curiosity for tying flies. ll equipment and supplies will be provided. Fishing
is a great way for everyone to have fun outdoors, learn about conservation,
and make lasting memories together. Discover Nature – Fishing programs
help Missourians gain the skills and confide ce to enjoy fishing opportunities on their own.
Th s program is FREE but preregistration is required by noon on Jan.

18. To register, visit mdc-event-web.s3licensing.com/Event/EventDetails/163674.
In the event of freezing rain or other hazardous weather, the event will be
canceled. If canceled, participants will be notifi d via the email or phone
number they provide at registration.
For more information, contact Chelsea Clever at (573) 248-2530, ext. 6377,
or Chelsea.Clever@mdc.mo.gov. Learn more about Discover Nature – Fishing programs at short.mdc.mo.gov/Z4y.
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