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On this day in 1818 - Franz Gruber composed the music for “Silent Night” to words written by Josef Mohr.
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Christmas Eve is the evening or entire
day before Christmas Day, the festival
commemorating the birth of Jesus.
Christmas Day is observed around the
world, and Christmas Eve is widely
observed as a full or partial holiday in
anticipation of Christmas Day. Together, both days are considered one of the
most culturally signifi ant celebrations
in Christendom and Western society.
Christmas celebrations in the denominations of Western Christianity have
long begun on the night of the 24th,
due in part to the Christian liturgical
day starting at sunset, a practice inherited from Jewish tradition and based
on the story of Creation in the Book
of Genesis: “And there was evening,
and there was morning – the fi st day.”

Many churches still ring their church
bells and hold prayers in the evening;
for example, the Nordic Lutheran
churches. Since tradition holds that
Jesus was born at night (based in Luke
2:6-8), Midnight Mass is celebrated on
Christmas Eve, traditionally at midnight, in commemoration of his birth.
The idea of Jesus being born at night is
refl cted in the fact that Christmas Eve
is referred to as Heilige Nacht (Holy
Night) in German, Nochebuena (the
Good Night) in Spanish and similarly
in other expressions of Christmas spirituality, such as the song “Silent Night,
Holy Night”.
Many other varying cultural traditions
and experiences are also associated
with Christmas Eve around the world,

including the gathering of family
and friends, the singing of Christmas
carols, the illumination and enjoyment
of Christmas lights, trees, and other
decorations, the wrapping, exchange
and opening of gifts, nd general
preparation for Christmas Day. Legendary Christmas gift- earing figu es
including Santa Claus, Father Christmas, Christkind, and Saint Nicholas
are also often said to depart for their
annual journey to deliver presents to
children around the world on Christmas Eve, although until the Protestant
introduction of Christkind in 16th-century Europe, such figu es were said to
instead deliver presents on the eve of
Saint Nicholas’ feast day.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE
FOR THE
ONLINE EDITION!

Stay Alive with a Sober Ride This Holiday Season

The holiday season is a time for
friends, family and co-workers to come
together in celebration. And celebrations often include alcohol or other
substances that can impair driving.
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic fety
Administration (NHTSA), Region 7 is
reminding drivers that driving while
high or drunk is a deadly combination.
When the celebrations end, make the
lifesaving choice to not drive impaired
or secure a sober driver.
Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and
Nebraska are dedicated to highlighting the dangers of impaired driving
and getting those under the influence
off he roads this holiday season.
Drunk-driving crashes claimed 651

lives in these states in 2017 and nearly
one in four weekend drivers tested positive for at least one drug that could impair their driving. The Region 7 States
will show zero tolerance for drunk and
drugged driving during this holiday
season’s Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
mobilization.
“We recognize that the holiday season
brings an increase in alcohol consumption and drug use,” said NHTSA Region
7 Administrator, Susan DeCourcy.
“People under the influence of drugs
or alcohol have no place on our roads.
If you think driving while high won’t
affect you, you are wrong. It’s a deadly
combination. Don’t put yourself, or
anyone else, in harm’s way this holiday
season.”

There are many resources available to
get home safely. Plan ahead and designate a sober driver. Use public transportation or a rideshare service. Download the NHTSA SaferRide mobile
app, which connects those in need of a
sober ride with a taxi or friend to pick
them up. Law enforcement partners
will make zero exceptions for drunk or
drugged driving this holiday season.
Drive sober or get pulled over.
If you see an impaired driver on the
road, contact your local law enforcement agency. Let’s help make sure
everyone has a happy, healthy holiday
season. For more information about the
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign, visit www.nhtsa.gov/campaign/
drive-sober.
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Christmas in the Park

These are 3 girls from Troop 9184 in La Plata put together Christmas in the Park: Kamron Rice,
Sydney O'Haver and Abby Morse.
We have been so blessed with the opportunity
to live in a wonderful community of such loving
and caring individuals. Words cannot express or
thank you enough for all the acts of kindness we
have received. Prayers, comforting words, hugs,
phone calls & texts, cards, flowers & food at
Toni’s passing.

The Donnie MiTTen FaMily
THANKS
FOR YOUR
BUSINESS!

Farmer’s
Mutual
Jarman
Insurance
Agency
660-223-2311

May you be blessed with good fortune this holiday
season and throughout the year. Your trust means
everything to me, and I thank you for the privilege
of serving you.

Thank you from Mount Zion Methodist Church
for another fabulous Lord’s Acre Dinner and
Sale. Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year from all of us at Mt. Zion Church (east of
Redman)

Engagement
Announcement

Colby Peukert and Jayme
Shumaker are estatic to
announce the news of their
recent engagement. Colby is the
son of Mark and Tonia Peukert
from Bevier, MO.
Jayme is the daughter
of Dyan and Michael George,
and Brian and Korki Shumaker
of Kirksville, MO.
The bride-to-be was born and raised in Kirksville where she
graduated high school in 2015. Jayme graduated in December of
2017 with her Associates Degree in Nursing at Moberly Area
Community College. She is working towards her bachelor’s
degree at the University of Missouri, Kansas City. Jayme works
in the NICU at the Women’s and Children’s hospital in Columbia, MO.
The groon-to-be was raised in Bevier where he graduated high
school in 2016. Colby graduated from Moberly Area Community
Collge in May 2017 with his Associates Degree in Teaching. He
is working towards his Bachelor of Science in Business Administration at Columbia College. Colby works for the Parks and
Recreation Department for the City of Columbia along with
being licensed MSHSAA official.
The happiest day of their lives is set for May 2, 2020 at
Emerson Fields in Macon

See More on Page 9A
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MDC Confirms Invasive Emerald Ash Borer in Six New Missouri Counties
Tree-killing pest has now spread to 59
Missouri counties.
Foresters with the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) have
confirmed the presence of Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB) in six new counties across
Missouri. New detections have been
confirmed in Caldwell, Gasconade,
Harrison, Hickory, Webster, and Wright
counties. Since EAB was first detected
in Missouri in July 2008, the exotic,
tree-killing pest has spread to a total of
59 Missouri counties and the City of St.
Louis.
EAB is a small, metallic green beetle
native to Asia that attacks all species
of ash trees, including the commonly
planted green ash and white ash. At
approximately a half-inch long, the
green adult beetle feeds on leaves and
does very little damage to trees. However, in its larval stage, the insect kills
ash trees by feeding on the water- and
nutrient-conducting tissues just under
the bark.
MDC Forest Entomologist Robbie Doerhoff suspects that EAB is present in
several other counties besides those on
the most recent map of confirmations.
“After EAB arrives in a new location,

it can take at least five years for the
population to build to the point where
we can detect it using specialized insect
traps,” said Doerhoff. “We really rely on
public reports to help us find new EAB
locations, particularly in the winter
months.”
You can help MDC track the spread
of this invasive pest by keeping an eye
out for bark blonding on ash trees. Bark
blonding is caused by woodpeckers removing a tree’s outer bark while searching for insect larvae. On ash trees, this
feeding activity reveals a white inner
bark that is highly noticeable.
“Ash trees with bark blonding may
not have EAB, but it is certainly worth
reporting these trees for a closer look
by MDC foresters,” added Doerhoff.
MDC encourages Missourians to
report possible EAB infestations in
counties where the pest has not yet
been confirmed. Reports can be made
by using the online form at eab.missouri.edu or by calling MDC’s Forest
Pest Hotline at 866-716-9974. You can
help slow the spread of EAB and other
invasive forest pests by using locally
harvested firewood. Buy firewood near
where you plan to burn it!

Summer Student
Employment
Available at Mark Twain Lake

Mark Twain Lake - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Mark Twain Lake is seeking applicants for
Student Trainee Intern positions for the 2019 recreation season. Specific information regarding these
positions is currently posted at www.usajobs.gov. Positions are available through announcement numbers
SWGI182744439432PI and SWGI182744983980PI.
Individuals hired for these positions will be required
to report for duty immediately after completion of
the spring 2019 semester, and continue until the
beginning of the fall 2019 semester. The positions are
required to work a 40-hour per week schedule, including day shifts, night shifts, weekends, and holidays.
The subject announcement is closes on December 22,
2018.
Basic requirements and qualifications for these positions include:
*
High School graduate.
*
Enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a technical or vocational school, 2-year or 4-year college or
university, graduate or professional school, at a qualifying educational institution on a half-time or fulltime basis, pursuing a qualifying degree or certificate.
*
Good academic standing with a cumulative 2.0
grade point average.
*
Transcripts and/or proof of enrollment/acceptance letter.
*
Detailed resume showing eligibility for this position.
*
Required to sign a Pathways Participant Agreement.
Individuals interested in applying for this position
may do so at www.usajobs.gov by creating an account, building their profile, and working through the
application process as directed in the “How to apply”
section.
For more information regarding this employment
opportunity at Mark Twain Lake, call the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers at 573-735-4097.

Turning 65? Medicare Questions?
We Have Medicare Answers!
Help is only a phone call away
Chris Nelson - Renee Rudkin
Kim Souther - Kallie Baker

660-332-4431 or
660-395-HOME
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In winter, watch for bark blonding on ash trees caused by foraging woodpeckers (left). This
can be an indication that Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is present. ‘S’-shaped galleries revealed
under the confirm the presence of EAB (right). If you find ash trees with bark blonding,
MDC encourages you to report the tree’s location using the online form at eab.missouri.
edu.

Christmas Is Here
“But when the set time had fully
come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to
redeem those under the law, that we
might receive adoption to sonship.”

I

—Galatians 4:4-5 NIV

t is easy to overlook the fact that
Jesus’s birth was the culmination of
a series of crises. Mary, who was
betrothed to Joseph, found herself
“with child.” Surely this was a crisis for
Mary and Joseph. Joseph considered
“divorcing her quietly,” but was advised
by an angel in a dream not to do this.
Mary and Joseph then travelled to
Bethlehem to fulfill the requirements
for the Roman census, and were forced
to take refuge in a stable because there
was no room in the inn. Mary virtually
gave birth to Jesus in a cowshed. While
it is tempting to think of Christmas as
a joyous celebration, we do well to
remember that it has its roots in a series
of crises, not the least of which is the
existential crisis faced by mankind in
general. That is, humanity needs a
savior. We simply cannot redeem
ourselves, no matter how hard we
might try, and thus God in his love and
compassion for his creatures sent his
son to save us. The darker side of
Christmas should remind us that many
people struggle at this time of year.

DEC. 25
People who are lonely or who have lost
a loved one during the previous year
may find this time of year difficult.
People struggling with alcohol or drug
addictions may be unduly tempted at
this time of year because of all the
merry-making, and some people tend
to become depressed because of the
shorter daylight hours. Whatever the
case may be, we all do well to recall that
the first Christmas was a series of
difficult events with a very happy
ending. Reach out to someone who
may be struggling with the holidays,
and don’t despair; you’ll make it
through the holidays! – Christopher
Simon
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God Rest You Merry Gentlemen

Dear Friend,

God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior
Was born on Christmas Day;
To save us all from Satan’s power
When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy!
From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tiding of the same;
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name.
“Fear not, then,” said the angel,
“Let nothing you affright;
This day is born a Savior
Of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him
From Satan’s power and might.”
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
this holy tide of Christmas
Doth bring redeeming grace.

Great News for
North Missouri Farmers

Farmers and rural landowners in North Missouri received several pieces of good
news last week.
President Trump’s EPA announced that the disastrous “Waters of the United
States” rule, or WOTUS, is no more and a new Clean Water Rule will replace it.
With WOTUS, the Obama administration rewrote standing law to extend its authority onto farms and private property. It represented everything people distrust
and resent about the federal government because it added more red tape for farmers and property owners who were simply trying to manage their land and make an
honest living.
As a sixth-generation farmer, I found this to be a blatant abuse of our private
property rights and I was disgusted that farmers and small businesses were forced
to comply with overcomplicated regulations put in place by unelected bureaucrats.
I had the privilege of joining President Trump’s EPA Administrator, Andrew
Wheeler, to announce that the new definition of what constitutes “Waters of the
United States” is far clearer.
Most importantly, dry creek beds, most ditches and other bodies of water that
only occur when it rains have been excluded from federal regulation. The new rule
will also enable private property owners to avoid spending thousands of dollars on
engineers to find out if they need a federal permit for a project on their land.

Angels We Have Heard on High

While reducing onerous regulations will greatly benefit farmers, a piece of legislation that they depend on is finally finished. The Farm Bill has finally been completed, providing farmers the certainty they need to feed the world. This long-term
bill preserves crop insurance, which was my number one priority, and makes
improvements to commodity support programs, known as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). It also includes important changes to
conservation programs that farmers use to maintain their land.

Angels we have heard on high,
Singing sweetly through the night,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tiding did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the new-born King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
See him in a manger laid
Whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While we raise our hearts in love.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Farm Bill doesn’t just help farmers; it helps everyone in our rural communities. Whether it’s hospitals, water systems or schools, the Farm Bill includes
programs to help build critical rural infrastructure projects including connecting
rural Missourians with the broadband speed and access they need. The days of no
internet availability or average internet speeds being acceptable are over. Everything we do today, from the farm fields to the classroom, requires fast, functioning
broadband internet. This bill makes grants and loans available to build out broadband infrastructure to the rural areas and requires those utilizing them to maintain
21st century internet speeds.
It was a very beneficial week for rural America. I’m pleased that our farmers have
been given more certainty when it comes to both farm programs and regulations.
Hopefully, this will provide some peace of mind as they continue to feed the world.
Sincerely,
Sam Graves

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
Your Complete
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Amy Cook-Admin.
Coordinator

Fastest Internet Around!

Amy Elliott
IL/CDS Program Coordinator
Jean Spencer
ILS/Public relations

660.395.9000
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THE SHEPHERD CALLS
God with Us
Christmas is a microcosm of God’s relationship with
humanity. First, it is proof positive that God is seeking
us. Think about it. God Himself came to us. Not only
did he come to us, He became one of us, so we could
know and understand Him, i.e. God with us. In his
book, “The Language of God,” Francis Collins notes
an important truth, “Of all the world religions, only in
Christianity is God seeking us. In other religions, man
must seek God.” In Christianity, mankind can seek
God; but when he finds Him, he discovers God was
also seeking him. When God and man connect, it is as
though each says, “Oh, there you are.” This truth gives
new meaning to the phrase, “He’s coming to get you,
aha!” Thank God, He is.
Given the power and majesty of God, one would
imagine you need to be erudite to “hang out” with
Him. No, Jesus was born in simplicity. God sent
angels to simple shepherds to announce His birth in a
barn. Still, kings visited Him. These are but examples
of God for all---rich and poor, great and small. Indeed, the angel told the shepherds, “I bring you good
tidings of great joy for all people.”
Good tidings, great joy, one would think we all want

By Dr. H. Wade Paris

that. Alas, it is not so. It would be only a few days before a wicked King Herod would seek to silence God’s
joyous plan for us. The poet Longfellow wrote, “In
despair I bowed my head; there is no peace on earth,
I said.”
Unseen by most, God was in charge, even orchestrating the Nativity events. Angels announced Jesus’
birth to Mary and Joseph before it happened. Angels
informed the shepherds of Jesus’ birth; an angel advised Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt to avoid
Herod’s wrath and sometime later told them when to
return. The wise men were divinely advised not to go
back to Herod.
As I do most every Christmas, I have been remembering my Christmases past. They are scattered from
New Orleans, to Jackson, Mississippi, to Adamsville,
Tennessee, to Meridian, Mississippi, to Atlanta, Georgia, to Durham, North Carolina, to Jackson, Tennessee, to Sikeston, Kirksville, and Kansas City, Missouri
and beyond. Sometimes in those different times and
places I was aware of Jesus’ birthday---He is with
us. At other times, I was not so aware. But whether I
was aware or not, He was there. After all, His name is
Emmanuel, God with us.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

What Child Is This?

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

What Child Is This?
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king, to own him.
the King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.

O come, O come, Thou Lord of Might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times didst give the law,
In cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave. Refrain
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

Obituaries
Berneal Hardwick
Berneal Hardwick, 93,
of Macon, MO, stepped
into Heaven Monday,
December 17, 2018 from
Loch Haven Nursing
Home in Macon. Berneal was born August 6,
1925 in Doniphan, MO
the daughter of Jack &
Dollie (Moore) Canon.
She married Gilbert Hardwick on April 25,
1943 in Koshkanong, MO and he preceded
her in death.
Berneal worked as a hospital clerk for the
Hannibal Clinic in Hannibal, MO for over
22 years, retiring in 1992. Berneal moved
to Huntsville in 2004. She was a member
of the Huntsville Baptist Church. She enjoyed needlework, reading and traveling.
Berneal is survived by daughters Loretta
Dodd (David) of Springfield, MO, Betty
Frier, and Gilda Bramblett of High Point,
NC, 6 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren, 2 great great grandchildren, half-sister Florence Lee of Chicago, IL and Artie
Belt of Hanager, AL, and her Loch Haven Family. She was preceded in death by
her parents, husband, half-brother Homer
Lee.
Visitation is Friday, December 21, 2018
from 1-2:00 p.m., with services following
at 2:00 p.m., at the Patton Funeral Home in
Huntsville with burial in Huntsville City
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may
be made to Huntsville Baptist Church, Benevolence Fund.

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go. Refrain
O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of peace. Refrain

New Farm Bill Looks Positive for Missouri Farmers
By Eric Bohl
Just in time for the new year, Congressional Republicans and Democrats ironed out their differences and
agreed upon a new farm bill. Unlike some farm bills
in years past, the 2018 version drew broad bipartisan support, passing the Senate 87-13 and the House
369-47. Farm bills typically are only renewed every
five years, making each one incredibly important for
the agricultural community. In the five years since the
last farm bill, net farm income has dropped nearly 50
percent – the largest drop since the Great Depression.
The downturn in the farm economy, coupled with uncertainty surrounding international trade made one
thing clear: getting this year’s farm bill right was even
more critical than normal.
Most agricultural policy professionals view the 2018
farm bill as more of an “evolutionary” bill than a “revolutionary” one. The 2014 farm bill made dramatic
changes to the structure of the farm safety net, many
of which took several years to settle in and become
well-understood. With the 2014 policy changes fairly
fresh, Congress did not feel that a wholesale rewriting
of farm policy was warranted this time around. The
new bill instead focuses more on refining the 2014
provisions than creating new law.
Some of the most important takeaways from the
legislation are the things that stay the same. The crop
insurance program will remain in place and continue to protect farmers in the event of loss. The Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) programs will be updated and allow producers
more flexibility in deciding which one to participate
in. Dairy and cotton provisions are maintained and
strengthened to help more producers.
Conservation programs are also strengthened in this
farm bill. Congress shifted more emphasis to costshare and incentive-based programs to help farmers
improve their soil, water and natural resources. Pro-

grams are streamlined and better-coordinated so as
to make it as easy as possible to participate in conservation practices. In addition, safeguards were put in
place to ensure that farmers are not competing with
government payments in order to access land.
Many Americans do not realize that over threefourths of the farm bill actually funds nutrition
programs. Most notable is the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as food
stamps. House Republicans had sought to tighten
eligibility for the program to encourage able-bodied
adults to work in order to participate. After staunch
opposition by Congressional Democrats, the final
compromise bill provided flexibility for USDA to
make changes, but did not add work requirements to
the program.
The package included numerous smaller provisions,
including one championed by Congresswoman Vicky
Hartzler from Missouri. Her language sets a minimum download and upload speed requirement for
any USDA-funded broadband projects. This will prevent taxpayer dollars from being wasted on outdated
and inadequate technologies.
All members of the Missouri Congressional delegation voted in favor of the bill. Congresswoman Hartzler was unable to vote due to a death in the family,
but she served as Missouri’s lone representative on the
House Agriculture Committee and was instrumental
in crafting the final bill. Missouri Farm Bureau supported final passage of the farm bill.
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BUY A CAR,
SELL A CAR,
BUY A HOUSE,
SELL A HOUSE,
HAVE A YARD
SALE, HIRE A
NEW EMPLOYEE, LOST A
PET, MAKE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT, RENT A
HOME, RENT
HUNTING
LAND, THE
POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS. USE
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING!
CALL
395-4663
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HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

Free Pickup of Scrap

HELP WANTED: Direct Care Staff. All
shifts. Must have valid driver’s license, car
insurance, HS diploma or GED. Background test and drug
screening required.
Call
660-385-3681
or pick up application
at 810 Ranchland
Dr, Macon, MO. M-F
8am-4:30pm. EOE.
(1/8)

Starting Wage $9.00
Open interviews
Monday-Friday 9am-10am &
Tuesday 4-5pm

SENIOR HOUSING -Macon Senior Housing Inc.
has 1-bedroom apartments
available for rent to eligible tenants. Utilities paid.
Laundry facilities. Refrigerator and range provided. Maintenance provided.
Smoke free apartments. Karen Murr or Vicky McLeland 660-415-7287 for more
information. This institution is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.
(TFN)

• Career Opportunities
• Flexible Hours
• Quality Benefits for
full-time Employees
after one year:
- 2 weeks paid vacation
-Eligible for insurance

Large beautiful
4-bedroom house for
rent located in Atlanta. Nice bedroom
home with 20 acres
near Macon, also
homes in La Plata &
Kirksville. For information call 660-3419081. (TFN)

•Electronics • Computers
• Copiers • Printers
• Applaince • Scrap Metal
• Phones • Fan’s • Flat Screen Tv’s
•Christmas Lights • VCR’s

660-346-0606

HELP WANTED

Clarence Care Center is
looking for a
LPN Part-time Nights and
Evening CNA Full time
Contact:
JoLyn Totten, DON
111 East Street
Clarence, MO
660-699-2118 or online @
clarencecarecenter.com EOE

Your Government
and Community
Online Resource

www.maconcountymo.com

APPLY AT:
WWW.MOJOBSMCDS.COM

THE GIFT THAT
KEEPS ON GIVING

660-395-4663
maconhomepress.com
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Internet Provider Target’s Rural Missouri
An internet provider won millions for broadband
expansion. Its target is rural Missouri.
BY KATHRYN HARDISON
An Illinois-based internet provider has a lofty task
ahead: expanding broadband availability across the
Midwest.
After winning an August auction, Wisper ISP Inc.
is set to receive over $176 million from the Federal
Communication Commission’s Connect America
Fund, or CAF, over the next 10 years to spur broadband development in 65 Missouri counties.
The company will also receive FCC funding to develop connectivity in Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana and
Kansas. Missouri is the company’s largest project.
“What excites me the most is that this has been our
strategic plan, to grow across Missouri and southern
Illinois,” Wisper CEO Nathan Stooke said. “Now that
we’ve won CAF, we have the cash to build the network
we have always wanted to. It’s something we’ve been
dreaming about for 15 years.”
What to expect
Wisper will begin to receive the funding in the next
four to six months, Stooke said.
Like other CAF recipients, Wisper must build out
40 percent of its assigned areas within three years of
being eligible to receive support, according to an FCC
news release. Then, the company must increase its
development by 20 percent each year until the project
is complete. The deadline is the end of the sixth year.
Stooke and others with Wisper said the projects are
still in the early planning stages, but he anticipates
needing support from the communities involved.
Malinda Heuring, marketing director at Wisper, said
the company will need help locating areas to install
the technology and “in getting the word out to potential customers that we have completed the build out.”
Stooke said the company will provide up to 100
megabits per second service but will also offer 25
Mbps and 50 Mbps plans. This way, people who have
never had high-speed internet can have different
options, he said.
The FCC recommends a speed of 1 Mbps for general
internet browsing, according to its broadband speed
guide. For students, the commission recommends a
minimum speed of anywhere from 5 to 25 Mbps. To
download files, someone would need at least 10 Mbps.
Speed requirements for internet activities
Some internet pastimes require more megabits to be
transmitted per second than others, which can sometimes strain rural Missouri residents’ systems.
John Sadler
Overall, the FCC set a benchmark of 25 Mbps download speed and 3 Mbps upload speed in a 2018 report.
Broadband connection can come in many forms,
including through a digital subscriber line, cable
modem, fiber, wireless or satellite service. Stooke said
Wisper will use wireless technology that requires lineof-sight connectivity, as well as other forms of service.
Stooke said the company will also be laying fiber-op-

tic cable in many of its projects. Heuring was unable
to provide an estimate of how much the fiber technology will cost because many of the targeted areas have
“difficult terrain, making fiber more expensive to run,”
she said.
The most available data from the U.S. Department of
Transportation reported that in 2017 it cost $25,499
to install a fiber-optic line per mile in Colorado. Federal data for Missouri fiber-optic costs was unavailable.
Wisper will also hire between 300 and 400 employees to help with the project, which is Stooke’s main
concern.
“We know we can build the network; we’re already
doing that today,” Stooke said. “But can we hire
enough high quality people for the time frame we
have?”
Targeted counties
Wisper will make its mark in 65 Missouri counties
over the next six to 10 years. Its top three counties
of interest are Franklin, Madison and Perry — all in
mid-eastern Missouri.
Franklin County is slated to receive development
worth almost $10.8 million, and Madison County will
see over $9.7 million worth of activity. Perry County
is close behind with an investment of $9.6 million.
Government officials in several counties were unaware of the CAF-funded projects when the Missourian requested an interview.
Last year, the Missourian traveled across the state to
learn more about the lack of broadband in rural areas
and how it affected Missourians’ everyday lives.
In Hickory County, rural businesses are affected by
the lack of reliable broadband. Rufus Harris, who
competes in auto auctions online for a living, often
wakes up in the early hours of the morning to try to
connect to the internet before the rest of the area is
awake.
When that doesn’t work, he said he often travels to
the nearest Super 8 and pays for a motel room to have
access to somewhat reliable Wi-Fi. Harris is just one
example of how not having broadband makes it harder to compete in today’s world.
Wisper will receive over $1.3 million to expand into
Hickory County, according to the FCC news release.
“I still have a lot of problems with trying to work live
auctions due to the horribly slow speed that CenturyLink provides,” Harris said in a recent interview.
“I hope the new internet provider you mentioned
hurries to Hickory County — we could use some
high-grade competition.”
Schools in Osage County don’t have a strong enough
connection for students to use the internet or for
teachers to give lessons without problems. Almost
$7.5 million will be allocated for expansion in Osage
County.
Telehealth services also rely on internet access to
conduct sessions, which is important for Pulaski
County residents. Over $545,000 will be allocated for
expansion in the area.

Wisper will also use over $443,000 in Boone County.
Statewide, the federal commission is allocating a
total of $254.7 million to 11 providers. The auction in
August was intended to target areas of Missouri that
otherwise would not receive economic assistance for
broadband expansion, according to previous Missourian reporting. More than 95,000 homes and small
business in Missouri could gain access to high-speed
internet.
The program will distribute $1.48 billion nationally
to 103 providers in 45 states. Missouri was allocated more funding than any other state, and 90 of the
state’s 114 counties were targeted by the fund.

Macon County Commission Meets

Minutes Macon County –November 29th, 2018
8:50 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin
Souther and Clarence Walker
9:00 a.m. Jim Houghton, road supervisor, met
with the commission to discuss road work being
done this week. Road crews spread cinders on
some roads and the rock truck has been repaired.
9:30 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved account’s payable.
9:45 a.m. Tommy Teter met with the commissioners to inform them that the crops are out and
road crews can work on the ditch on Elder Road,
which has been washing into the field.
10:10 a.m. County Clerk, Shirley Sims, presented the Commission with the Certified Election
Results for November 6th, 2018.
10:00 a.m. Bid openings for sidewalks north and
west of the Administration building. No bids
were submitted for the project, therefore, it has
been tabled until a later date.
10:15 a.m. Macon County Treasurer, Krista
Bruno, met with the commission for a budget
planning meeting.
10:30 a.m. Macon County Emergency Manager, Mathew Chambers, met with commissioners
to discuss next year’s 2019 budget plans for the
county.
11:30 a.m. Aaron McVicker, with McClure Engineering Company, met with the commissioners. A conference call was held with land owners
concerning a bridge built on Iris Street.
1:00 p.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved meeting minutes for October 11th, 15th,
18th, 22nd, 25th and 29th, 2018.
1:30 p.m. Josh Meisner, Macon County Prosecutor, met with Commissioners to discuss 2019
budget.
2:00 p.m. Presiding Commissioner John Trusdale, from Randolph County, made a visit to the
Commissioners.

Minutes Macon County – December 3rd. 2018
9:00 a.m.Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin
Souther and Clarence Walker
9:02 a.m. Jim Houghton, road supervisor, met
with commissioners to discuss road work being
done this week. Spot rock is needed on Hacksaw
Avenue because semi-trailer trucks are using
the road. Crews will be hauling old concrete to
Brimstone Avenue to fix a washout. Bridge crews
are working on welding fold down rails. We have

some requests to have fold down rails put on
bridges.
10:30 a.m. John Grisby phoned the commissioners concerning bad spots on Beechnut Street west
of Ethel.
1:30 p.m. Jeanette Powell, County Collector and
Rhonda Anno, County Collector Elect, met with
the commission to review the budget for 2019.
Jeanette informed the commission she would
work until March 4th, 2019 which is the end of
the collector’s cycle.
Megan Edgerton and Judge Greenwell met with
the commissioners to go over the Juvenile budget
for 2019.
3:00 p.m. Craig Fuller, Public Administrator, met
with the commissioners to discuss the budget for
2019.
3:30 p.m. Amended election certification which
had the wrong header on the form.
Minutes Macon County – December 6th,2018
9:00 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin
Souther and Clarence Walker
9:00 a.m. Commissioners met with Jim Houghton, road supervisor, to discuss road work that
is being done this week. Shirley Sims, County
Clerk, brought to Jim’s attention that rock tickets
need to be entered into the computer correctly. Staff does not have time to enter and correct
tickets. Road crews have been placing rock on
soft spots. Jim obtained the cost of $850.00 for
materials to replace the roof on the building at
the Atlanta shed. Crews can replace the roof in
the next few months.
10:15 a.m. Judge Rick Tucker met with the commissioners to review his budget for 2019.
11:00 a.m. Commissioners continued to work on
the budget.
11:50 a.m. Alan Wyatt – Josh Meisner, Macon
County Prosecuting Attorney, signed a temporary agreement with Cody Wells for December
6th to December 31st, 2018, to be the assistant to
the prosecutor.
12:00 Lunch
1:00 p.m. Commissioners continued to work on
the 2019 budget.
2:45 p.m. Kevin Shoemaker, Macon County
Sheriff, met with commissioners to go over his
budget for 2019.
Minutes Macon County – December 10th, 2018
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9:00 a.m. Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin
Souther and Clarence Walker
9:10 a.m. Commissioners met with Macon
County road supervisor, Jim Houghton, to
discuss work being done this week. Road crews
are hauling gravel to the south end of SouthWest
Boulevard. Spot rock is being hauled and Jim will
prepare bid specifications for the semi-tractor
and a belly dump trailer.
9:50 a.m. Presiding Commissioner, Alan Wyatt, signed right-of-way submittal for low water
crossing Project No.-NBil-Bo61(32) for Missouri
Department of Transportation.
9:55 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved meeting minutes for November 1st, 5th,
8th, 13th, 15th, 18th, 19th,20th and 26th, 2018.
10:00 a.m. Macon County Extension personnel
visited with the commission. Carol Burstert and
Leann Grant gave an update on the Extension
Center and thanked the commission for their
continued support.
11:00 a.m. Sherry Muncy, Recorder of Deeds,
and Josh Stucki met with the commissioners to
discuss the cost of replacing her computer server.
Josh could install the system and help maintain it.
11:30 a.m. Commissioners reviewed and approved a letter of support for the City of LaPlata
Reservoir Playground.
11:40 a.m. Macon County Treasurer, Krista Bruno, met with the commissioners to give a sales
tax, motor fuel and use tax report .
12:00 p.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Sherry Muncy, Recorder of Deeds, met
with the commissioners to discuss her budget
for 2019. Krista Bruno, County Treasurer, also
attended the meeting..
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Shelby County Commission Meets

December 13, 2018
2019.
The Shelby County Commission met on Thursday, December 13, 2018 at 8:00 a.m., with Presid- Tasha Gough with Shelby County Soil and Water
ing Commissioner Glenn Eagan and Associate District met to go over requests for the 2019 budCommissioners Tom Shively and Larry Roberts get year.
and County Clerk Tracy Smith, present.
Glenn left to attend a transportation advisory
The commission reviewed and approved the minutes
The
commission
reviewed
and
approved
the
minmeeting.
of the December 6, 2018 meeting by a vote of 3-0 with
utes of the December 10, 2018 meeting by a vote
Tom, Larry and Glenn voting yes to approve.
of 3-0 with Tom, Larry and Glenn voting yes to Bobby Beall called about road 307, which needs
rock.
Supervisor of Road and Bridge, Randy Trivette, met to approve.
December 10, 2018
The Shelby County Commission met on Monday,
December 10, 2018 at 8:00 a.m., with Presiding Commissioner Glenn Eagan and Associate Commissioners
Tom Shively and Larry Roberts and County Clerk Tracy Smith present.

go over general road and bridge work and to discuss the
beaver problem at a bridge.
Treasurer Jesse Burton filed reports and graphs on
monthly revenue balances and graphs.

The commission approved payroll and accounts
payable.

The commission checked roads 305 and 307.

The commission adjourned and will meet again
Glenn signed an application for the Shelby Coun- on Monday, December 17, 2018.
ty Improvement Corp., to USDA, for the grant apThe commission endorsed a CD interest check for
plication process.
King Cedar Grove Cemetery in the amount of $8.10.
Assessor Liz Miles met to say that she is working on a
fiscal note regarding SJR 5, a bill that if approved, would
lead to the elimination of personal property tax. The
information will also show the cost impact and how it
will affect all taxing districts.
The commission worked on the 2019 budget.
The commission adjourned and will meet again on
Thursday, December 13, 2018.

Randy Trivette, Road and Bridge Supervisor, met
to go over road work.
Assessor Liz Miles met to go over information she
is collecting for a fiscal note for a bill that is being
introduced to the legislature that could eliminate
personal property tax for all public districts.
Jeff Werr, Hawkins Insurance agent for MOPERM,
for the county property and liability, met to go over
the updates that were made to the coverage for

Shop Shelby County
Gone Fishing
Fishing and Trapping Supplies

Plotmaster
Sales & Rental

(573) 470-3702 • (573) 588-4868

Upcoming
Events

Dec 24: Catholic
Christmas Mass 9pm at
St. Mary’s in Shelbina

MIDWEST
TIRE & AUTO LLC
101 E. Spruce • Shelbina

573-588-7777

Tires for Farm & Auto • Batteries
On-Farm Service • Vehicle Inspections
Minor Auto/Truck Repair • Detailing
Firestone • Hankook • Yokohama Tires

Dec 24: Catholic
Christmas Mass 7pm at
St Patrick’s in Clarence

MIDWEST TIRE & AUTO
NOW OFFERS COMPLETE
SMALL ENGINE &
LAWN MOWER REPAIR!

Dec. 25: Catholic
Christmas Mass at St.
Mary’s in Shelbina
Jan 26: South Shelby
P.R.I.D.E. 2nd Annual
Prom Dress Resale
Father Buhman Center

If you would like your event
listed above or your business
posted contact Chandra
Grawe at 660-591-3113 or
chandra.homepress@gmail.com
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Christmas in the Park

These donations were collected and given to Christian Ministries Clothing Center.

Make the Holidays Safe and Fun for Your Furry Loved One
Pet Safety Tips from the Humane Society of Missouri
and Animal Medical Center of Mid-America
The holiday season is underway and families are
busy preparing to make this year pawfect. To ensure
the holidays are festively fun for both you and your
furry loved one, the Humane Society of Missouri and
the Animal Medical Center of Mid-America are highlighting five holiday dangers all pet parents should be
aware of to keep four-legged friends safe this year:
ï
Poisonous Plants: Keep pets away from all holiday plants. Many plants used as decoration, including
mistletoe and poinsettias, are poisonous to animals.
They can cause vomiting and diarrhea while others
can lead to organ failure or possible death.
ï
Tree Tumbles: Make sure your holiday tree is
safely secured so it doesn’t fall onto your pet. Th s
will also keep tree water, which may contain harmful
fertilizers, from spilling. Keep the tree’s water dish
covered to prevent thirsty pets from drinking the
harmful liquid. Avoid decorating the tree with food as
pets could attempt to eat the decorations and accidentally knock down the tree. These decorations may also
cause stomach pain or obstruct the digestive tract.
ï
Wrapping Woes: Gift ibbons and wrapping
paper can cause serious harm if pets ingest them. As
soon as gifts re opened, take the ribbons and wrapping paper away. Ribbons can be fun, but your dog or
cat needs to know how to play with them properly.
ï
Festive Food: Don’t feed your pet those delicious leftovers they might be begging for. Fatty and
spicy foods, as well as bones, can be extremely harmful. Just one nibble may be all it takes to cause a trip to
the veterinarian, making your holiday a little less jolly.
ï
Décor Danger: Keep wires and ornaments out
of paws’ reach. A wire from hanging holiday lights can
deliver a harmful and possibly lethal shock to your
pet. Shards of broken ornaments can damage a pet’s
mouth or paws.
In case of any holiday pet emergencies, keep your
veterinarian’s contact information handy. For more
pet safety tips, visit the Animal Medical Center of
Mid-America website at www.amcma.org.

AUCTION

U
C
T
I
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REAL ESTATE/PERSONAL
PROPERTY AUCTION
ESTATE AUCTION
Seller: Estate of the late Evelyn Hagar
Thursday,
August 23rd, 2018 at 4:00pm

Seller:
Gilvie Franke
Estate
Saturday Jan 12, 2019 - 10
o’clock
a.m.

206 S. 3rd Street • Novelty, MO

Directions:DIRECTIONS:
From Shelbina,
take63Hwy.
miles
to State Hwy. M.
FromMO,
Highway
& 15615
in North
La Plata,approximately
MO. Go West on12.5
156 to
Gex St..
Turn West onto
State Hwy. M and follow 9.3 miles to Hwy. 151. Turn North onto Hwy. 151 and go 7
Turn South onto Gex St and continue to auction site. Watch for signs for auctions.
miles to Co. Rd. 339. Turn west onto Co. Rd. 339 and follow to auction. Watch for signs day of sale.
REALthe
ESTATE:
3 bedroom/1
bath
Bungalow
style
with basement.
Forced
gas heat,
From
Intersection
of Hwy.
63N
and Hwy.
156house
in LaPlata,
MO go East
on Hwy.
156detached
approximately
garage,
to, nice
older
home
withoncharm.
17
mileslean
to Hwy.
151.
Turn
South
Hwy. 151 and go 1 mile to Co. Rd. 339. Turn west onto Co. Rd.
ANTIQUE
FURNITURE/MISC.
COLLECTIBLE
HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS: Antique full size bed.
339
and follow
to auction. Watch
for signs day
of sale.
Antique oak dresser with mirror. Antique mirrors. Antique hoosier cabinet. Antique lamps. Antique
Real Estate:
4 Lots
withPine
a nice
barn
andBrass
a 30x40
building
on lotquilts.
with electric.
vanity with mirror.
Older china
hutch.
buffet
table.
full metal
size bed.
Handmade
Claw &
To view
callCooper
Scott Kuntz
573-356-4405.
glass footed piano stool. Glass display
cabinets.
steamerat
pot.
Lead light fix ure. Tobacco table.
Jewel tea china
set. Old rocking
chairs.2008
Marble
end table.
Ice cream
tableheated
& chair.leather
Carnival
glass. Black
Vehicles,
Mowers:
Mercury
Sable
Premier,
interior,
74,678
*Other
itemsext.
too numerous
mention*title
amethyst glass.
Miscellaneous
Cookbooks.
miles,
very niceglassware.
car; 1998Kitchenware.
Ford Ranger,
4x4, 75,000
miles,
cab, V-6,tosalvage
(was hit in right front), very nice truck; 1989 Ford F-350, 2wd, good flatbed, no motor;
JD 318 Lawn Mower; JD 430 Lawn Mower;
Antiques, Household, Furniture: Old school lockers; Antique chest of drawers w/
acorn style pulls; Small step ladder; 2HP shop vac; Oak cupboard; Oak framed mirror
w/etched glass; Oak claw footed table w/leaves; (4) leather roll-a-round chairs; Nesting mixing bowl set; Moon & Stars glassware set; Pink Depression; Crock bowls; Hull
pottery; Pots & pans; Kitchenware; Hand painted plates; Cherry style dining table w/6
chairs & matching hutch; Carnival glass; Opalescent Hobnail glass; Green Depression;
Lots of clear glass; Mini kerosene lamps; Cake stands; Fenton glass; Oneida flatware;
1985 Hesston Belt buckle; Case IH Belt buckles; Large oil on canvas signed painting; 72”
Vizio flatscreen TV; TV stand; Glider rocking chair; Antique Duncan Phyfe round end
table; Bird figurines; Bird paper weights; Tan leather La-Z-Boy recliner; Round leather ottoman; Full
size maple bed; Cedar 5pc. Queen size bedroom set; Ornate iron piano stool w/twisted legs; Misc.
costume jewelry; 2pc. Queen size bedroom set; Barbie Doll in box; Oak wash stand; Maytag elec. dryer; Maytag washer; Older picnic basket; #2 Cluskey crock, white inside; Drop leaf retro style kitchen
table; Antique drop leaf table; Hexagon kitchen table; Kerosene lamps; Antique twin size bed; Sears
chest type freezer; Old flour & feed sacks; Wizard deluxe fan; Antique twine & tied seat; Churn crock;
1950’s leather futon; Gazing balls; large metal lathe;

Restroom
Available

Terms:
10% down
day of
sale with
remainder due
at closing.
As always,
thanks in
advance for
joining us.
Scott Kuntz

www.scottysauctionservice.com

Have a Magical
Christmas Eve
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