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On this day in 1974 Richard Nixon resigns as US President and VP Gerald Ford swears the
oath of office to take his place as the 38th US President

The History of the Macon Youth Center 1959-1970

The Macon Youth Center
(MYC) was a community
parental sponsored organization that existed between
1959 and 1970. It was located on 206 Rubey Street
where the license bureau is
presently situated. (2018)
Its origin and concept was
the result of two latent yet
fertile seeds that were present in the everyday lives of
Macon teenagers in the late
1950’s: Opportunity & A
Social Void.
Going back to the early
part of the 20th Century
Macon County teenager’s
spare time was quite limited
due to family responsibilities such as helping on the
farm or other family business, being confined due
to primitive transportation
(most still used horse & buggy) and a lack
of means to communicate. By the time of
the late 1920’s and 30’s when cars, radio and
telephones were more prevalent teens were
mired in the morass of the great depression.
The 40’s & 50’s boded only slightly better
due to World War II, the Cold War & Korean Conflict. However, the 1950’s brought
changes. Returning servicemen were greeted
with an abundance of jobs, liberal government programs like the G.I. Bill and Federal
Housing Policies and progressive technology.
These factors were quite conducive for owning ones own home, putting “a Buick in every
driveway” and most important of all raising
a family - ‘Voila’ the baby boomers arrived!
As the Baby Boomers grew so did the seed
of opportunity! Local teenagers now experienced a lifestyle that had eluded their parents
and forefathers - more spare time, readily
available transportation and a wealth of communication options: single party telephones,
radio, newspaper, nationally circulated magazines, juke boxes and above all else TELEVISION! While TV brought wonderful benefits
to the average family like news, sports and
entertaining programs it also exposed s social
void in the lives of Macon teenagers - “where
is our American Bandstand?”
For several years the local hangout for
Macon youths was an establishment called
Louie’s Sweet Shop. Here a person could get
a soda, a shake or share a dance with ones
sweetheart. In the mid 1950’s another venue
was made available when a series of ‘teen
night’ sock hopes were sponsored by Women’s Auxiliary groups. These were held at
various civic organization buildings like the
Moose & Elk Lodges.
Obviously “Louie’s” and “Teen Night” helped
fill the void, but Father Time has a tendency
to change things. Although teen nights were a
good start it lacked a broad support base and
its time was short lived. A more significant
development occurred when Pop Lucas, the
owner & operator of “Louie’s” passed away
and the business was closed.
A real void now existed and brought with
it a realization and sense of urgency to the
community and city fathers, ‘our kids need a
hangout’!
In the late winter of 1959 a group of parents
and civic leaders met and formed a committee to not only establish a Macon Youth Organization but to also procure a building that
would be a permanent site for a youth center.
By July of 1959 the building on North Rubey was rented from Gordon “Cob” Richardson for $75.00 per month and work began on
remodeling and renovation. The structure
was 48’x50’ in size with the south half being
a slightly raised dance floor accommodating
a band stand and a juke box. The north half
included a reception desk for the chaperons, a
refreshment area with vending machines and
several table, chairs and booths. Originally
there was also a basement that served as a
game room.
The youth center commonly called Teen
Town was originally open on Tuesday evenings, 7pm to 10pm, Saturdays, 7pm to 11pm
and after home football/basketball games until 11:30pm. Two couples serving as chaperons were present each night with one of the
chaperons being a board member from the
Adult Advisory Board. This board consisted
of 9 parents. (6 men and 3 women) Three new
board members were elected by the parents
of the membership every 6 months. To supplement the adult board 3 classmates from
senior to 8th grade were nominated by each
class. From these 15 students, 4 officers were
elected by their peers. The two groups met on
the first and third Mondays of each month.
Obviously there were financial considerations: where would the money come for
rent, utilities, clean up, building supplies, etc?
In the beginning finances came from membership fees ($2.50 per semester), civic group

donations, juke box plus vending machines,
and fund raisers like ice cream socials. There
was also a meager admission fee for each evening - usually 25¢.
Of course there were rules and regulations.
If one considers the standards and mind sets
of the late 1950’s they were probably accepted
at first with out too much resentment. The
following is taken from a C-H article dated
October 8, 1959.
“All members must sign in as they arrive and
sign out when they leave, unless they remain
until closing time. Improper behavior, which
may revoke membership cards, includes unnecessary roughness and poor conduct, petting, necking or foul language, second offense
traffic violations, youth known to be drinking, in which case the parents would be notified. Girls are not allowed to wear shorts and
boys are to be clean and neat at all times.”
With a building, governing board and rules
in place, Teen Town was ready to open! The
first night was Friday,
September 25, 1959 after the Trenton football game, with 200 members attending. Over
the next two years the routine was basically
the same: open Tuesday, Saturday and Friday after football games with entertainment
being refreshments and dancing to the juke
box. The first band to be on record was the
“Swingin’ Teens” made up of MHS band musicians playing swing music for the “Beatnik
Party” on April 8, 1960. The first mention of a
rock & roll band was the “Red Blazers” from
Kirksville who played for a ‘roaring twenties
party’ on April 29, 1961. One must understand that during 1959-1961 there wasn’t a
huge choice of bands in and around Macon,
MO. Local bands that played at places like the
Elks, PicaDel and high school dances were
mainly instrumental combos playing swing
music. Some names were the Rhythm Kings,
Blue Notes and McGrew & the Crew. It is important to note that if a band was hired at the
M.Y.C. funding came from the center’s financial account pending board approval.
By the fall of 1961 the routine had become
routine. The kids wanted more entertainment
than refreshments and a juke box. Swing
bands, when they could be afforded, no longer ‘cut the mustard’. The twinkle and glow
had left “Startdust” and teens were no longer
in the mood for “In The Mood”. The kids were
ready to rock & roll with bands playing Elvis,
Jerry Lee, Chuck & Chubby!
Ron Perkins is a M.H.S. graduate who has
retired in Macon. He was an original M.Y.C.
member having joined in the spring of 1959.
He recalled during an interview that while
the juke box and swing music did get old
if was the rules and strict interpretation of
those rules by some chaperons that took the
fun out of Teen Town.
In mid October 1961, with membership
having fall to only 21 members, a board
meeting was called to assess the situation. It
was decided to start an aggressive membership drive and schedule a Halloween dance to
serve as another Grand Opening. It was also
decided to adopt a new schedule on a trial
basis. Starting on October 25 and continuing
until November 11 the center would be open
3:45 pm to 9:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. This new schedule
was to coincide with the membership drive.
Unfortunately, it just didn’t work.
The Halloween dance had to be canceled
due to lack of interest and insufficient funds.
(Wonder what swing band was booked?) At
the next board meeting on November 29, after only 57 memberships had been sold, the
board decided to close the center.
It was time for the calvary to come to the rescue and so it did in the form of civic groups
and the city council. Some ardent M.Y.C.
board members who strongly believed in the
center were also members of several civic
groups.
They pled their case to their organiza-

tions and even took it to the
city council meeting in midDecember 1959, where they
received strong support. One
councilman F.A. Teter was
quoted as saying “maybe the
problem is we are telling the
kids what they need instead of
asking them what they want”.
Mayor A.J. Noll said the city
should provide free electricity and water and made a prophetic statement “I don’t see finances being a problem if there
would be less restrictions and
more entertainment.” This was
just what the doctor ordered!
With such strong support
from the civic groups and city
council, the M.Y.C. board reconvened. It took student ideas
and suggestions to heart and
established a new policy containing positive changes. Some
of these changes were dropping membership
fees to $1.00 per year, making a diligent effort to book bands playing current music and
most important of all soliciting sponsorship
of bands and major events from local businesses, individuals and organizations. This
meant that the board no longer had to pinch
pennies for entertainment but could afford to
give the kids what they wanted! The idea of
sponsorship was readily accepted by the community and the M.Y.C. was off to a new start,
beginning with another grand opening on
January 10, 1962 with the Red Blazers band
playing to a huge crown enjoying rock and
roll while following more lenient rules.
This was just the dawn of a new era for the
M.Y.C. that would span the next 6 or 7 years.
Membership would soar to over 450. Bands
from all over north central Missouri (even
southern Iowa) would grace the stage of Macon’s Teen Town. Several of the “hot” groups
from Columbia and Kansas City made their
way to Macon. The most prolific of these
groups was the “Twilighters” from Kirksville
who played 29 gigs at the center. The “Lancers” had the second most appearances with
22. From 1962 on over 67 bands performed
playing more than 217 live performances.
Most of these dances were well attended with
some drawing over 250 teens.
Another Macon retiree, Nels Edwards,
fondly remembers M.Y.C. since he played
there several times as a drummer with the
Red Blazers Band. “We played at various teen
towns in north central Missouri. Macon had
one of the nicer ones and during the mid 60’s
we could always expect a full house when we
played there”.
Probably the hey day of the youth center
was 1964 to 1967. This time period coincided
with changes in the U.S. music scene. Two
of these changes were the British Invasion
which ushered in a new sound (most notably
the Beatles, Rolling Stone, Dave Clark, Five &
the Animals) and the emergence of the garage
band phenomenon!
In 1962, Macon kids thought they were
lucky to have the Krazy Kats in Moberly, the
Red Blazers in Kirksville and Macon’s very
own Lancers. At that time these were about
the only rock bands in the area! However
from 1964 to 1967 bands were popping up
everywhere. This can be attested to by the
fact that the year with most singles on the Bill
Board Top 40 was 1966. The fact that over 67
bands played at M.Y.C. during the mid 60’s is
another testament to the garage band boom!
But as previously mentioned Father Time
has his way of changing things. 1967 brought
more changes to America, like the Summer of
Love in San Fransisco. We now had cool quips
to guide our youths, like “If It Feels Good, Do
It”, “Drop Out And Tune In”, & “Make Love
Not War”. We also had the pill, pot, LSD and
the hippies!
To sum it up the nation was in a cultural
change. By late 1968 and early 1969 this
change was having its effect on Macon, MO.
It took a while to make the journey from the
East to the West coasts to Missouri, but this
cultural change did arrive and it did not bring
good tidings for Macon’s Teen Town. In 1969,
membership fell drastically.
Dances that once garnered close to 300 now
struggled to bring in 50 attendees. An article
in the C-H dated April 26, 1969 stated that
a surge in attendance was needed to keep
the youth center viable. A month or so later
all board members were urged to attend an
important meeting on June 30. A few dances were held after school started the next
September but the down hill trend had not
changed over the summer.
In October 1969, a new board was formed.
The building at 206 N. Rubey had another
renovation to promote a “new look”, and new
policies were formulated. The center more or
less hung in limbo during the holiday season
and another last ditch effort was made in Jan-
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uary 1970 to revive the center.
Dances were scheduled and the aforementioned policies implemented. One major policy change was to alternate weekends with different age groups. One weekend would be for the
senior high kids, the next for junior high. However, the new
board, the new look, the new policies were to no avail. Teen

103 E. Colbern • La Plata
Open Tues.-Fri. 12-6 • 1st & 3rd Saturday 1-4
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Purses Are Coming!

Town, Macon’s Youth Center officially closed on March 19,
1970.
In retrospect, one must ask “what happened?” How did such
a popular, well received idea that was such a smash in 1966
bomb in 1969? Was it a concept that had just run it’s course?
Did public funds and support dry up? Did teenagers change
that much in the three years?
After collecting the facts, researching written articles and accounts plus interviewing board members and M.Y.C. members of that time, three prominent issues emerge. One as previously mentioned was cultural change.
A war that seemed necessary to most Americans in 1966 was
seen in a completely different light in 1969. A wave of youthful
rebellion was sweeping the country. With it came resentment
to government, Big Brother, the military
and to sum it up, to authority. M.Y.C. rules that seemed so
normal in 1959 were seen as repressive by many kids in 1969.
Rules were rules - made to be broken.
Secondly, as strange as it may seem to area youth today, the
fact is that many Macon parents, donors and sponsors of the
M.Y.C. were not ready for integration, even in the late 60’s.
Thirdly, and more germane to the Macon area, there was a
clash of age groups. Remember the split weekend schedule of
January 1970? In 1962 bands that
performed at the center usually featured out of town musicians, 18 years and older. Not so in 1968.
Now the typical band was more likely than not of local origin
consisting of under-classmen, even in some cases eighth graders. It was hard for juniors and seniors to relate to what they
perceived as teeny boppers playing the bubble gum music of
the period.
With these three issues to contend with, as well as other factors including but not limited to worn out sponsors and parents trying to revive a fading ideal, the deal was done, Teen
Town was dead.
Yes, the Macon Youth Center was gone, but certainly not
forgotten. There were too many memories of dances, bands
and good time in the hearts and minds of those who experienced the center in its prime! Moreover, there is one last topic
to touch on. That is a belated bit of gratitude due to the civic
leaders and parents that made it happen and to the sponsors,
donors and chaperons that made it work. Thank you so much!
It was a blast in the past!

UNLIMITED DATA
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Cherie’s Creations

By Sheryl Hatch
A Shelbina woman is making the dream of owning her own
shop come true. Cherie Livers, who grew up in Lakenan,
opened Cherie’s Creations mid-May.
This has taken a giant leap of faith for Livers because she has
never had a flower shop before. She has worked for several
years as a CNA, CMT and the past 12 at Samaritan Hospital.
Being able to open the shop, however, has given her more
flexible hours since she and her husband are helping to raise
grandsons. It also helps her be closer to home in case one
of the boys needs something or gets sick and needs to come
home from school.
When the previous owners, Mary and Debbie, closed up
shop, it seemed the perfect opportunity to Livers. It took her
husband a little more convincing, especially when they had
to mortgage one of his tractors to start the business. Livers
seems to have a natural knack, though, for designing flower
arrangements.
“I’m more artistic than I what I thought I was,” Livers stated.
Jo Kampschmidt helps her out by critiquing her pieces once
they are put together.
“I’m real proud of her.” Kampschmidt emphasized. “She’s
really worked hard at it.”
Cherie’s Creations offers a wide variety of arrangements
such as silk, live roses, carnations, etc. She also sells stones,
angels, and embroidery pieces. Livers explained that she can
make any kind of arrangement a client wants, including casket
sprays. She offers free delivery in town, otherwise there is a
minimal cost. Livers offers vases to go with the arrangements
but will work with someone who has their own special vase.
To contact Cherie’s Creations, you may call her at 573-5884601 or check out her Facebook page. Hours at the shop,
located at 112 W. Walnut Street in Shelbina, currently are
Monday-Friday from 8 am to 5 pm and Saturdays from 8 am
to noon.

660-332-4431 or
660-395-HOME
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THANK YOU

Highway 63 S. Macon
660-385-2657 or 385-2304

The family of Stanley B. East, Jr. would like to thank
ever�one for the prayers, calls, tex�s, posts, cards, ﬂowers,
food and memorials made in honor of our loved one during
his recent illness and subsequent passing. We would like to
thank Dr. David Leslie for the lovely words and to Amy &
Tim Sadler for the beautif�l music at Stan’s memorial
ser�ice. Thank you also to Travis Funeral Home, Wendy
LaFaver at A Simpliﬁed Funeral Solution and the La Plata
Christian Church for the wonderf�l meal following the
memorial ser�ice. May God bless each and ever� one of you.
Please know how much your words have
meant to us at this time.
StanStan & Ly�nette East and family
Ronald East and family
Kevin & Tracey East and family

Taxes and certain charges such as RCRF and USF apply. Auto Pay/Paperless Billing required. Unlimited Data plans
stream up to 1.5 Mbps and will automatically shift to 2G speeds when each line reaches 22GB.

Macon
507A E. Briggs Dr.

Moberly
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Things we want you to know: Total Plan and Retail Installment Contract for Smartphone and basic phone purchases required for Unlimited Plan pricing.
Credit approval also required. Pricing is per line/per month. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee (currently $2.02) applies; this is not a tax or government
required charge. Additional charges, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Kansas Customers: In
areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved
questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at
1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan,
service and phone. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Trademarks and trade
names are the property of their respective owners. ©2018 U.S. Cellular

La Plata
Christian
Ministries

SATURDAY, August 11

OPEN HOUSE
at the YMCA....
celebrating 15
years in our
facility!
August 13-18
FREE facility
access to the
Public
(5:15 am-close, Saturday 8am-5pm)
If you haven’t been to the Y, this is the perfect
time to check us out.
Grab your shoes and come walk the track or
try out our new cardio equipment.
**Fall program registration begins August 20
for members and August 27 for non-members.
YMCA Mission: To put Christian
principles into practice through
programs that build healthy
spirit, mind, and body for all.

La Plata Christian Ministries Clothing Center
and The La Plata Public
Library will host a FUN
NIGHT, Friday Aug 10,
2018, from 5-7 pm.
In an effort to kick the
2018-2019 school year off
right, the La Plata Public Library would like to
welcome all Elementary
age children to an evening of story time, Coloring pages, giveaways, and
the exciting and wonderful priveledge of owning
your very Library Card.
During this time The La
Plata Christian Ministries
Clothing Center will be
handing out free school
supplies to area Elementary Children, on a “As long
as they last” basis. When
we run out, we run out.!
The people of La Plata
and Macon Country, and
even beyond, have stepped
in to make our children’s
needs are met.
So show up at the La Plata
Public Library, Aug 10, between 5-7 and join in this
special time.
On a personal note from
Wanda: Thank you La
Plata for stepping up and
taking care of our children. I am blessed to live
among such caring and
giving folks—May The
Good Lord bless you and
our Children.
Thank you—God Bless
Wanda- Director La
Plata Christian Ministries Clothing Center—660-342--3336

660-332-4431 or
660-395-HOME
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Macon Electric Foundation Awards Grant
to Callao C-8

On July 31, the Macon Electric Foundation
awarded a community grant to the Callao C-8
science department. The group received $500
to help update their science materials. The
Foundation’s community grants are funded
through Operation Round Up, where Macon
Electric Cooperative (MEC) members can
elect to have their bills each month rounded
up to the next dollar. The proceeds are used to
benefit area non-profits through a system of
quarterly grants, awarded by the Foundation’s
volunteer board of directors.
“The
Macon
Electric
Foundation
board strives to make a difference in the
communities that we serve, and there is no
better way to do this than to help the children
in these communities,” stated Carol Burstert,
Macon Electric Foundation Secretary. “We
were so excited to be able to provide the
Callao C-8 School District with this grant to
help improve their science department.”

MEC members can help give back to their
communities by signing up for Operation
Round Up. Members can register online at
www.maconelectric.com/operation-roundup, or contact the office at (660) 385-3157.
“None of this would be possible without
the generosity of our MEC members who
participate in Operation Round Up,” stated
Carol. “We appreciate everyone’s support and
encourage you to contact the Macon Electric
office to learn more about Operation Round
Up should you have any questions.”
Organizations can apply for a Macon
Electric Foundation grant by submitting an
application to the Macon Electric Cooperative
office prior to the due date for each quarter.
The 2018 third quarter applications are due
on August 31. Interested organizations can
visit MEC’s website for more information:
www.maconelectric.com/macon-electricfoundation.
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Michele has lived in Macon County for 26 years on the family farm with her
husband, Dean. They have been married for over 28 years and have 3 children.
Darin graduated from Macon R-1 in 2012, graduated from Northwest Missouri
State University in 2016 and currently is a Sales Rep for Wilson Trailer in Iowa.
Daughter, Kayla graduated Macon R-1 in 2014 and is currently entering her 5th
year in Pharmacy School at the University of Missouri – Kansas City and
youngest son, Dalton will soon be a Junior at Macon R-1 where he is an FFA
Officer and involved in Band.
Michele thrives on working with numbers and the challenge of accounting for
every dollar. “I know the value of a dollar and how hard citizens must work for
the money they use to pay their taxes. I want to be instrumental in accounting
for every penny of the taxpayers’ money” says Michele. “I am excited about the
opportunity and anxious to serve the citizens of Macon County as their
Collector.” “I believe that my experience, education and passion for accounting
for the numbers are valuable skills that will benefit the people of Macon County.
I look forward to serving the taxpayers of Macon County as their Collector
utilizing my dedication and work ethic.” stated Vansickle.
• Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Management from Quincy University
with emphasis on accounting
• 10 Years in Accounting Dept at Con-Agra Foods in Macon – many as Cost
Accountant
• Over 10 Years as Accountant for our business – Van’s Transport
• Business Owner – I know what it takes to run a small business in today’s
environment
• Small Family Farm Owner – I know the value of hard work and Family values
• Daughter of a Veteran – respect the Veterans that make our Freedom possible
Macon County taxpayers should trust their
hard earned money to an accountant.

“I would appreciate your VOTE on August 7th”

Thank you....

to the following businesses for their monetary donations, food, drinks and help for the week
of July 23-27 to the Lunch in the Parks Program; Jepson Lumber Co., Mid Missouri
PT, Citizens Bank & Trust, Coca Cola, Pizza Hut, Prenger Foods, C n R Market,
Kochs General Store, Compton’s Liquidation , Macon Samaritan Hospital,Subway &
Con-Agra. A special thanks you to Macon-Atlanta State Bank volunteers for their
week of giving back to the community by assisting us with Lunch In the Parks.

Macon Presbyterian Church- Pastor Julie King
United Trinity Church - Pastor Mike Birdsong

Paid for by Citizens to Elect Michele Vansickle. Amy Underberg, Treasurer
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ANNIVERSARY SALES
EVENT EVER
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Farm House

The La Plata Community Fire Protection Board
of Directors are accepting bids to enclose area
between truck bays and attic at the new fire
station. Bids should be for materials and labor.
Project must be completed by November 1, 2018.
Send bids to La Plata Community Fire Protection
District, 1001 Amoco Road, La Plata, MO 63549.

near Macon
w/20 acres,
$850 a month.
Other farm home
w/ acres available
near Ethel &
La Plata areas

Bids must be in by August 20, 2018.
If you have questions, call
Fire Chief Bob Couch at 660-216-6752.

Call:
(660)341-9081
(660)332-7421

FOR RENT
SENIOR HOUSING -Macon Senior Housing Inc.
has 1-bedroom apartments
available for rent to eligible tenants. Utilities paid.
Laundry facilities. Refrigerator and range provided.
Maintenance
provided.
Smoke free apartments.
Call Sue Conover 660-3957097 or 660-415-7287 or
Karen Murr 660-651-2961
for more information. This
institution is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.(TFN)
FOR RENT NEWLY REMODEL 3-4 bedrooms,
2-bath house in Macon.
Stove & refrigerator include. $650.00/mth. References and deposit required
for more information please
call 660-346-0934. (8/6)
FOR RENT- GREAT LOCATION, 2-3 bedroom
house, living room, kitchen
& laundry room, porch to
sit outside. No pets. Call
660-651-1066 (8/13)

WANTED
HUNTING PROPERTY
- I would like to purchase
hunting / recreational property in the Callao / Bevier
area. Cash buyer / Quick
closing Tony 636-373-0745
(8/30)

For Sale
by Owner-Agent
Located
Southeast Side Hyde St
Lots 5 - 12 1.4 acres
Call

(801) 879-6262
for more information

Drought Assistance
in Big Demand; USDA,
Partners Looking for
Ways to Help

Your Macon
County Paper.
Stories and
People You
Care About.
We do our best
to cover all of
the communities
in Macon County
so you will think
of us first!
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In response to a worsening drought, two USDA agencies and
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are
increasing efforts to assist Missouri farmers in need of feed
and forage for their livestock.
The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is doubling the original $2 million it had available
to help farmers plant cover crops that could be grazed or
cut for hay. The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has
approved additional assistance, including haying and grazing
of Conservation Reserve Program acreage. And DNR,
through local soil and water conservation districts, is funding
the planting of cover crops on cropland that can be used for
grazing and haying.
NRCS State Conservationist J.R. Flores said he is pleased
that NRCS’ $4 million total assistance could offer some relief.
However, he said that a huge demand is forcing NRCS to
move up the deadline for considering new applications for
this round of funding. He said that only applications received
by 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 1, will be eligible.
“The response has been overwhelming,” Flores said. “We
already have more than 1,000 applications from farmers
in counties with drought conditions rated as extreme. Just
funding those applications would require more money than
we have available.”
Flores said NRCS is still accepting requests for Compatible
Use Authorizations to allow owners of wetland easements to
cut hay on up to 50 percent of the grass areas within those
easements.
Kim Viers, acting Missouri FSA State Executive Director,
said additional practices are eligible for emergency haying and
grazing of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres in 49
approved counties for fiscal year 2018.
“Eligible producers who are interested in emergency haying
and grazing of CRP must request approval before haying
and grazing eligible acreage and must obtain a modified
conservation plan from NRCS that includes haying and
grazing provisions,” Viers said. “Current provisions allow
grazing on 100 percent of a field, up to the 75 percent stocking
rate.”
Producers in 30 Missouri counties also are eligible to apply
for benefits through FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) and its Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). LFP compensates
eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for
covered livestock due to drought. ELAP provides emergency
relief for producers who have incurred additional operating
costs for transporting water to livestock due to drought.
In addition, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP),
which provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers
to implement water conservation measures during severe
drought, has been implemented in 22 Missouri counties.
Flores and Viers encourage farmers and ranchers to contact
their local USDA Service Centers for more information about
any of the drought assistance programs available in their
areas.
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Anno And Vansickle Buckle Down Ahead Of Vote

By Ben Nelson
On August 7th, residents in Macon County will get the
chance to cast a vote for one of the most competitive
races for county office, Macon County Collector.
Running for the position is Rhonda Anno and Michele
Vansickle. The position became open after Jeanette
Wieberg Powell announced her retirement. I reached
out to the candidates and asked them to answer five
questions for me. QUESTION #1: Background (raised
where, high school, college, first career job, family,
where you’ve worked at before, etc.)
QUESTION #2: What life experience makes you the
best candidate for Macon County Collector? QUESTION
#3: Why do you want to be Collector? QUESTION #4:
What does Macon County mean to you? QUESTION #5
What is one thing you’ve learned through the campaign
process? Finally, candidates were told to add any other/
extra information at the very end if they wanted to!
THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS ARE FROM
RHONDA ANNO:
1. “I had the privilege of growing up the daughter of a
Veteran and because of that I was fortunate to have lived
all over the world. I went to military schools for most of
my educational years with the exception being Georgia.
After my father retired, my family moved to the Peach
State and that’s where we lived up until my husband
Larry and I moved to Missouri. While in Georgia, I
attended two high schools, one of which was Lee County
High School. Their claim to fame is that it’s the same
school that Buster Posey, baseball great, Phillip Phillips,
the singer, and Luke Bryan, county music star also
attended and called home. After high school I attended
Albany Technical College and graduated with a degree
in Graphic Arts and was ranked 9th in the nation with
the Vocational Industrial Clubs of America. I worked
in that industry for 9 years before moving into the
banking industry, where I worked for 13 years, where
I honed my skills in finance, accounting and customer
service. I pride myself on being accountable for not only
my ability to be a good steward of my own money, but
other’s as well.
2. Each of my career choices has contributed to my
successes and abilities as a valued employee and as a
leader. My work at the Macon County Assessor’s office
has given me extensive insight as to working for the
government as well as serving the public. It’s a job that
requires knowledge of the county as well as the inner
workings of taxes, assessments and property values, of
both real estate and personal property. That education
alone will give me the head start needed in moving into
the collector’s office seamlessly and smoothly. What
life experiences make me the best candidate? That
would have to be my ability to grow where I’m planted.
Being a military kid, I learned to adapt, improvise and
overcome, it gives me a confidence that what ever comes
my way, I approach it head-on. The same thing goes for
my approach to people, I treat each one with respect
giving them the one on one attention that they deserve
and need.
3. Why do I want to be the Collector? I believe it is
incumbent upon all of us to serve, whether or not it’s
your community, your government or your neighbor.

Simply enough, I want to serve. I thoroughly enjoy
working and serving others. It’s my way of helping my
community, my government and my neighbor. I want
to be more than just a friendly face in the courthouse; I
want to be the person that provides the trust in knowing
that your taxes are being utilized in a way that benefits
Macon County as a whole.
4. What does Macon County mean to me? It means
HOME. This is the first community that I have not only
lived in the longest but it’s where I’ve raised my family.
My children grew up here and my husband is from this
area. Macon County is where my heart has taken root.
This community has so much potential and I am excited
about being a part of it and working towards taking it to
the next level.
5. I’ve learned a lot about the campaign process. I’ve
learned that there are so many people invested in me.
They are not only supportive of my future but also the
future of Macon County. People definitely care about
what’s happening in their community and that is so
refreshing. While door-to-door knocking, which is
somewhat intimidating, the people in this community
were inclusive and welcoming. We’ve received house
tours; invitations to dinner and spent time reminiscing
with Veterans about their time spent serving our
country. One of the greatest things I have encountered,
is that just when you’re worn out from this process,
there are people invested in you and there for you to
lift you up. It’s a wonderful feeling getting the support
and encouragement that I’m receiving. It reaffirms my
decision to run for the Collector of Macon County.
The opportunity to serve the people of Macon County
is not something I take lightly. I will swear in to that
office and I take that very seriously. I will uphold and
defend the Missouri statutes for the Collector’s office
and be the tax collector that this county needs it to be.
I appreciate all the support that’s been given to me. I
thank the people that have given me their votes, their
contributions and their time in this election. I value it
all and I appreciate your consideration in the August 7,
Macon County Collector election.”
THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS ARE FROM
MICHELE VANSICKLE
1. “I grew up in Canton, MO and graduated from
Canton R-V High School. I attended college at University
of Missouri where I met my husband Dean. He and I
married in 1990 and moved to Quincy, IL. I completed
my education at Quincy University where I received my
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management.
In 1992 we moved to Macon and I worked in the
accounting department of ConAgra Frozen Foods for
almost 10 years. The last 10 years my husband and I have
owned and operated Van’s Transport LLC. I handled all
of the office duties for our small business and developed
my skills in many areas. Dean and I have been blessed
with 3 children. Our oldest is Darin who graduated
from Macon R-1 High School in 2012. He graduated
from Northwest Missouri State University in 2016 and is
currently a sales manager for Wilson Trailer Company.
Our daughter Kayla is a 2014 graduate of Macon High
School and currently attends the University of Missouri
in Kansas City studying for
her Doctor of Pharmacy
degree. Our youngest is
Dalton and he is currently
starting his junior year at
Macon High School. He
is active in FFA, student
council, golf and band.
2. I think my education
and years as an accountant
make me a perfect fit for
the Collector position.
For the last 10 years I
have not only utilized my
accounting skills but I have
also been responsible for
my own office and I think
that gives me an edge. I
know how to get things
done and I am determined
to be successful. I will not
let the people of Macon
County down if they
choose me as their next
Collector.
3. I want to be Macon
County Collector because
I believe that my skill set
is a perfect complement
to the position. I am
confident that I can
complete the duties of
Collector in an efficient
and professional manner
that will make the patrons
proud. My positive and
friendly personality will
be a benefit to the office.
I look forward to the
opportunity to serve the
people.
4. Macon County means
so much to me.
My
husband was born and
raised here and he loved it
so much that he wanted to
raise our family here. His
passion for the community
was infectious. We have
now been here for over
25 years and it has been
the best decision we ever
made. My family has been
blessed by the wonderful,
genuine people who live
here. I would be honored
if I was chosen to serve as
Collector.
5. It is hard to narrow
down one thing I have
learned
during
this
process.
I guess the
biggest thing I have
learned is that it is good to
step out of your comfort
zone and try something
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Obituaries
Arlene Collins
Arlene Collins, 74, of
Jacksonville, MO, passed
away on Sunday, July
29, 2018, at her home
surrounded by her family.
Arlene was born on
September 1, 1943, in
Sleepy Eye, MN, the
daughter of Clarence and
Anna (Baechler) Clark.
She was united marriage
to Lloyd Collins on July
8, 1965, in Clarence, MO.
Arlene enjoyed working, being outdoors, quilting,
working on lawn mowers, family and especially
spending time with her grandchildren.
Arlene is survived by two children, Patricia Collins
of Jacksonville, and Jeffrey Collins of Macon, MO,
three grandchildren, Frankie Collins and his
fiancé Markie Stroppel of Macon, Gayla Collins
and her fiancé Joe Martin of Macon, Ashlea Cosby
and her husband Aaron of Bevier, MO, five greatgrandchildren, Reece Collins, Abby Cosby, Jax
Collins, Austin Cosby and Adam Cosby, nine siblings,
Elaine Dahlke of Minnesota, Doris Petre of Moberly,
MO, Florence Phillips and her husband Lyndon of
South Carolina, Marvin Clark and his wife Glenda
of Iowa, Alice Swetnam and her husband Lloyd
of Jacksonville, MO, Vernon Clark of Columbia,
MO, Phyllis Mueller of Tennessee, Dennis Clark of
Macon, Lou Ann Cross and her husband William of
Jefferson City, MO, numerous nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents, three
brothers, Harold Clark, Leo Clark, and Allan Clark.
Funeral services will be 6:00 pm, Thursday, August
2, 2018, at the Hutton & McElwain Funeral Home in
Macon. Visitation will be 4-6 pm, Thursday evening,
at the funeral home. The family suggests memorials
to the Randy Johnson Memorial Fund.

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com

OLDHAM

Monument,
LLC
MONUMENTS, MARKERS
& VASES ON DISPLAY
CUSTOM ENGRAVING
& ETCHING
MONUMENT REPAIRS
& RESETS

LOCALLY OWNED & SERVING
THE AREA FOR 30 YEARS

OLDHAM

Monument,
LLC
400
N.
Kansas
MONUMENTS, MARKERS

Downtown Marceline
Ed &ENGRAVING
Amy Ewigman
CUSTOM
& ETCHING
MONUMENT
REPAIRS
660-376-2508
& RESETS

Obituary Policy

All obituaries 300 words are less are $25.00; 301 to
400 words are $45.00;
401 to 500 is $65.00; 500 and up, contact us for
pricing.
$10 extra to add a photo.
Death Notices are offered free as a public service.
Death Notices include Name- Birth/Death DateImmediate Family (Spouse and Children)
-Service date and location

AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY
BUCKLIN, MO
GREEN HILLS UNIT 57
AUGUST 4, 2018 – 8:00 AM START
5K RUN – 3K WALK
World War One
1914-1918 Centennial
BUCKLIN SCHOOL HWY 129 NORTH
PRE-REGISTRATION $15.00
RACE DAY: STUDENTS $20.00, ADULTS $20.00
WAYNE KITCHEN,CHAIRMAN 660-226-5237

23/30

& VASES ON DISPLAY

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
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new. You learn a lot about
yourself and other people
through the process. I
have been blessed with

Rhonda Anno
tremendous support and
encouragement and am
very grateful for that. It
has been wonderful to
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Chamber Times
August

7-9th — GED OrientationFamily Literacy Center, 8:3011:30 am

660-385-5627

303 North Missouri Street
Macon, MO 63552

7th– Regular Cattle Sale –
Lolli’s 11 am
9th — Regular Meeting
-MCHS Museum- Macon Co.
Historical Society 6 pm
11th — Yoga & Wine @ West
Winery
14th– Special Calf & Yearling
Sale- Lolli’s 11 am
14th — Macon Eletric Co-op
79th Annual Meeting, Macon
Co. Fairgrounds 4pm
18th– Beach Party
Shoesmakers RV Park

Macon Area

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Fun-

h orizon
CREDIT UNION

119 N Rollins
Macon, MO
660.385.2811

21st–Special Cow/Calf
Breeding Bull Sale 11 am

&

21st — Chamber of Commerce
Meeting or After Hours TBA
23rd – 25th — EastFork Guns &
Collectibles Western Artifacts
& Gun Auction-Lolli’s9 am
25th — 11th Annual Fork
& Cork Festival Downtown
Macon, 10 am- 7 pm
25th — Crossroads Cruiser
Car Show- Macon Co.
Fairgrounds
25th — Demolition Derby –
Macon Co. Fairgrounds Gate
opens at 5 pm
28th — Special Calf & Yearling
Sale – Lolli’s 11 am

And the Bible Says…
No Authority from Scriptural Silence
Hello everyone! Over the last couple of weeks here,
we’ve been looking at the “silence of scriptures” and
have established the fact that “silence” is just that! It
doesn’t say anything. It can’t authorize anything either.
When considering the scriptures in the Word of God,
the Bible, rather than trying to authorize what isn’t,
why don’t people look at what God did say, through our
Lord, and the Holy Spirit, that inspired men to write the
Words of God? I find so many trying to figure out what
wasn’t said instead of listening to what God has said.
As Jesus spoke with His Apostles, in John 14:17, notice
what He said, “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither

knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.” These men spoke because the
Holy Spirit dwelled in them through the “truth”. He
inspired them word for word to speak, and as others
listened, the Spirit of God was revealing the mind of
God, and thus dwelled in them also. Truth lives within
us. 1 Corinthians 2:11-13 says, “For what man knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of
the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which
things also we speak, not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” This explains

130 Old Settlers
Reunion
August 9, 10 and 11

Thursday, August 9:
North Shelby Band Booster Cake and Ice Cream
Social - 6pm
The Lesters - 7pm
Miss Old Settlers Queen Contest - 8pm
Friday, August 10:
Little Folks - 6:30pm
Talent Show - 7-9pm
The Marriage Game - 9pm

(573) 633-3012
ESTATE AUCTION

Thursday, August 23rd at 4:00pm
206 S. 3rd Street • Novelty, MO

Seller: Gilvie Franke Estate
Directions: From Shelbina, MO, take Hwy. 15 North approximately 12.5 miles to State Hwy. M. Turn West onto State Hwy.
M and follow 9.3 miles to Hwy. 151. Turn North onto Hwy. 151
and go 7 miles to Co. Rd. 339. Turn west onto Co. Rd. 339 and
follow to auction. Watch for signs day of sale.
From the Intersection of Hwy. 63N and Hwy. 156 in LaPlata,
MO go East on Hwy. 156 approximately 17 miles to Hwy. 151.
Turn South on Hwy. 151 and go 1 mile to Co. Rd. 339. Turn
west onto Co. Rd. 339 and follow to auction. Watch for signs
day of sale.

Real Estate: 4 Lots with a nice barn and
a 30x40 metal building on lot
with electric.
To view call Scott Kuntz at 573-356-4405.

Terms: 10% down day of sale with remainder due at closing.
Also Selling: Vehicles, Mowers, Antiques,
Household & Furniture
Visit www.scottysauctionservice.com
for photos and full listing.

Saturday, August 11:
Car Show - 8am-12pm
Baby Show - 9am
Registration - 8-8:45am
Parade - 11am
Trike, Doll Buggy, Pet Show, Games - 12:45pm
Fifty/Fifty Band - 8pm
Southern Fun Carnival:
Armbands $20 each/Advance Armbands $15

AUCTIONS
Marion County, Missouri

76 ACRES± • 1 TRACT

(Subject to
Survey)

AUCTION TO BE HELD AT THE QUALITY INN & SUITES
120 LINDSEY DRIVE • HANNIBAL, MO

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25TH AT 10:00 A.M.
Land is located approximately 3 miles west of
Hannibal, MO and 1/2 mile south of US Hwy. 61 in
Section 17, T57N•R5W, Miller Township.
Land represents highly productive tillable cropland, premier
building sites & offers excellent hunting/recreational acreage!

RANDALL & MARY RODDEN TRUST
Closing & Title Work By: Accurate Land Title Company
218 Broadway • Hannibal, MO • Ph: 573-221-1002

Scotty Kuntz 573-356-4405

Kevin Keeling 573-682-4861 • Paxton Pittman 918-316-7500
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Call Today for your Auto Quotes

Consolidated Insurance Agency
of Macon, LLC

208 North Rollins
PO Box 365
Macon, MO 63552

LARRY STARK

660-385-8205

th

101 E Main St.
Shelbyville

E-mail: lstark@cvalley.net

Fax: 660-385-6662
www.yourHCU.com

310 N. Missouri Street
Macon, MO 63552
Now Serving Macon, Adair, Linn,
Shelby and Randolph Counties

AND THE BIBLE SAYS

CIA

Office: 660/385-5123
Hwy 36 Exit Hwy 0, Bevier,
MO
Fax: 660/385-4864
Phone: (660) 773-5500
Cellular: 660/346:9641
Open 24 hours

ADDITIONAL INFO: BILL FRETWELL (660) 341-7735
SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com • IL Lic. #444000107

Chris Nelson

311 N. Rollins, Macon
660.385.1616
By Steven Saunders

the work of the Holy Spirit, to guide these men to the
truth, which they spoke, and thus was written down for
us yet today. This is what God wanted us to know, and
we need to know, to please Him.
But in this issue I want to discuss expediency. We
know not to add or remove from scripture, Revelation
20:18-19. An expedient is not an addition but an aid
to actually do what He said, the desired end. For us
to sing and without confusion, 1 Corinthians 14:33, it
is helpful to know what song will be sung, and a song
leader and song books are expedient to do so. Neither
are not types of music, but aid in the music of singing,
acapella. But when we add an instrument, we are adding
another type of music, that God didn’t authorize us to
use. It is said that an instrument in worship “sounds
better” or helps the singers to keep the proper tune.
But God’s instrument of music, our voices, is what He
desired, and it sounds good to Him, as we are obedient
to that desired request or command. A building is an
expedient, to our gathering the church together in one
place to do the work God authorized that the church
do. He didn’t specify any particular building or type of
building, but simply authorize that we meet together in
one place, specifically on the first day of the week. But
a “fellowship hall” is not requested in scripture, but are
said by many to be an aid to the work of the church.
Paul taught that “expedients” are applicable only with
regards to that which is first proved “lawful” by God’s
Word, 1 Corinthians 6:12. Concerning “expedients’ the
question to be considered is whether or not the thing
seeking to be expedited is what God wants in the first
place. 1 John 1 explains our fellowship together is our
belief and acceptance of truth, which we share, not a fun
time. God’s Word determines what is lawful, and when
we respect what His word teaches, we are able to see the
difference between true expedients in accomplishing
His will, and additions to His will.
In closing, it should be evident that the practices under
question are not expedients but additions, and on that
basis must be rejected. It is important to know what
God has said. Put your trust in God, not men. Listen
to God, by reading His Word, and understand you were
created to live that life He gives us in His Word. Be
faithful, by doing it, and you’ll have an eternal home
with Him, when your life here is over. Won’t you come
and read with us? We are meeting on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays at the Macon Health Center, now, at 7 pm. If
you have family living there, why not join them and us
in reading the Bible. Spend time with your loved one,
along with God.

WE SUPPORT THE
BEVIER
HOMECOMING!
Breakfast

Lunch

Served All Day

Daily Specials

Monday-Saturday
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To Go Orders

660-768-5440

Fried
Chicken

Friendly
Service

CAFE
Homemade
Desserts

Monday - Saturday
6AM-2PM
Sunday Breakfast
8AM-11AM
Sunday Buffet
11AM-2PM

Prepared
Fresh Daily

24 Hour Fuel - Pay at Pump

For All of Your

Health Needs
ore
M
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We can provide you with the perfect
solution for all of your medical needs.
Our professional team of pharmacists
are dedicated to giving you a pain-free
shopping experience.

La Plata Pharmacy
29936 July Rd,
La Plata, MO 63549
660-332-4456

Prokup's Family Pharmacy
221 N. Macon St.
Bevier, Mo.63532
660-346-0449
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Prop A is not what it seems.

“A” - 1st Semester

“B” - 1st Semester

Prop A has been tried in other states. It doesn’t
create jobs. It doesn’t improve the economy.
Instead, families in these states earn $8,740 less per
year on average. Can you afford an $8,740 pay cut?

Protect Your Pay on August 7
How to be “Backyard Ready” for Dog Fun When Spring Hits

of an active pooch. After a winter in
dormancy, your lawn will be moving
back into a growth phase as the weather
heats up. Begin mowing as soon as your
lawn needs it.
Create a dog-friendly backyard. Map
SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD SMITH FORD
out your yard with your dog in mind.
Soft foliage, sturdy turfgrass, smooth
309 Forrest
stones, and dog toys can help your pet
Brookfield, MO
feel at home. Add a water station so your
660-258-2267
pet can hydrate after some time playing.
1-800-FOR-SMITH
A fun water feature can help your pooch
www.smith-ford.com
cool off when it’s hot.
Plan for fun. Set up an area for your dog
to dig, such as a digging box or digging
bed. Add chew toys in the dirt (leave
Silver
one poking out) to help your dog get
Red
the idea. A canine obstacle course can
provide hours of fun if you have the space
available to install one.
Use plants to give your dog a sense of
T7560A
T7551A
boundaries. Place plants close together in
areas you want to designate as off-limits
Red
Red
and train your dog to avoid them. Leave
open areas for your dog to run and play
in (and accept that that is what your dog
will do).
Avoid toxic plants that can be harmful
to your pet. Dogs do not naturally
avoid plants that are toxic to them
T7530A
U2076
and many will eat plants that are not
safe for consumption. A few common
White
Brown
toxic plants for dogs are: carnations,
chrysanthemums, daffodils, hostas, ivy,
lilies, morning glories, tomatoes, and
Chariton Valley
tulips. For a complete list, visit ASPCA’s
Amy Cook-Admin.
list
of nontoxic and toxic plants for dogs.
Tech Center
Coordinator
Look
for hazards and eliminate
U1981
U2060
them.
Some
395-9000
techcenter@charitonvalley.com
Amy Elliottpaved or sandy surfaces
may
get too
hot for your pet to walk on
1206 N. Missouri St.
www.cvalley.net
IL/CDS Program
Coordinator
comfortably. Tiny pebbles, thorns, or
• In-shop diagnosis and consultations
gravel Spencer
can get caught in paws. Ensure
Jean
your
pet’s
main play area includes grass.
• Computer cleanups, virus removals, and more!
ILS/Public relations
Check
your
fence. A fence is an
• We also do cell phone repair
Kenny Bailey
important safety feature for your pet.
Bill Thudium
877-684-4542
963-2022
258-5707
Make sure your fence is solid and do any
Computer problems?
kenny@smithmotor.com
bill@smithmotor.comWe can help
needed repairs. Pay attention to your gate
SMITH FORD

2014 Ford F-150

2016 Lincoln MKS

SMITH FORD

$18,995

$49,995

$31,995

SMITH FORD

$24,995

SMITH FORD

Paid for by Boilermakers Local 83 Kansas City, Missouri

SMITH FORD
SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

$27,995

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

$14,995
Let us find
what you are
looking for!

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

2014 Ford Fusion

SMITH FORD

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

2015 Ford Explorer

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

2015 Ford Transit Connect

and be sure locks are working properly.
Many dogs will patrol the edges of the
yard and make paths near the fence line.
Plan for these predictable paths in your
yard and if you find them unsightly, you
can add a gentle stone or mulch path. If
you use an invisible fence, make sure it
is properly working and that your pet
knows the boundaries.
Set up for shade (and naps). Your dog
will need a place to relax after a busy day
of play. A tree or bush can provide shade
for your pet. A dog house provides a great
place for your four-footed friend to take
an afternoon snooze.
For more information on nurturing
your living landscape, go to www.
SaveLivingLandscapes.com.

SMITH FORD

2016 Ford Super Duty

SMITH FORD

Since 1951

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

the TurfMutt, a rescue dog who pays it
forward by helping children and families
take care of green spaces.
Tune up your turfgrass. A sturdy grass
lawn can take the pounding and activity

Smith Motor

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

Winter is nearly over, and it’s time for
your dog to get outside to bask in the
sunshine and roll in the grass. Here
are some tips to help you get your yard
ready for springtime fun from Lucky

Commercial Services
Daily Cleaning,
Weekly Cleaning,
Bi-Weekly Cleaning,
Windows,
Linoleum & Tile Floors!

Call for FREE Estimate!
573-795-5809

Insured and Bonded
cleanandshineservices1@gmail.com

SMITH FORD

BUSINESS
CARD
DIRECTORY
660.373.2549

Computer and Network
Solutions
395-9000 Option 3
1206 N Missouri St.

Amy Cook-Admin.
Coordinator

Email: cvcns@charitonvalley.com
www.cvalley.net

Amy Elliott
IL/CDS Program Coordinator

Find Us on Facebook
•Certified Professionals providing on-site IT service
•Business & Residential
•Hardware & Software Sales, Repairs & Upgrades
•Data Backup Services
•One source for all your IT, Equipment & Communication needs

A A LU M B E R & T RU S S
(660)833-5843
Engineered Truss Rafter’s
Yellow Pine, Premium SPF
660.373.2549
& Treated Lumber
Torx Screws - Custom Built
Mini Barns - Storage Sheds
2 mile s e as t of Te n Mile

Find Us on Facebook

Dan
Dan Schlipf
Schlipf
Antenna
Antenna Service,
Service, LLC
LLC

OVER
OVER40
40YEARS
YEARS OF
OF EXPERIENCE
EXPERIENCE
FREE
FREEPhone
Phone Estimates
Estimates
WE
WEHAVE
HAVEA
AVARIETY
VARIETY OF
OF
OFF-AIR
OFF-AIRDIGITAL
DIGITAL
TV
TVANTENNAS
ANTENNAS
&&Accessories
Accessories

29132
29132Bird
BirdDrive
Drive
Macon,MO
MO63552
63552
Macon,

660-384-4216
660-384-4216
schlipfd@cvalley.net
schlipfd@cvalley.net
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Jean Spencer
ILS/Public relations

877-684-4542

Pam Stenger

AA Lumber and
Truss
4789 Shelby
301
37682 State Hwy AA
Anabel,
63431
Clarence,
MO MO
63437-3108
(573)795-3012
2 Miles East of Ten
Mile
cgflowersandplants@gmail.com
Yellow Pine Lumber
Your wedding dreams can come
Engineered true
Truss
Rafter
with the
flowers sfrom...
OSB • Plywood
•
Studs
Country Garden Flowers
Treated Post and Lumber
Nails • Torx Screw • Mini Barns
Flowers
are My
Passion
Blow
in Insulation
• Bott
Insulation

Perry Eicher - 660-833-5843

Valentine
Insurance Agency
John Cochran

Commercial
630 N. Morley, Suite 110D,Services
Moberly, Mo.
Daily
Cleaning,
660-263-1111
Weekly Cleaning,
Cleaning,
TollBi-Weekly
Free 1-800-369-1112
Windows,
Linoleum & Tile Floors!

Farm • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Commerical
Call for FREE Estimate!
573-795-5809

Insured and Bonded
cleanandshineservices1@gmail.com

Place Your
Valentine
BusinessInsurance
CardAgency
Here! John Cochran
630 N. Morley, Suite 110D, Moberly, Mo.

660-263-1111
Call 660-395-4663

Toll Free 1-800-369-1112

Farm • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Commerical

CheckMate Window Cleaning
Elisha Walter
660.591.2115
checkmate-window-cleaning.business.site
checkmate-window-cleaning.business.site

Over 16 Years Experience
FREE Estimates!

Check out pictures
of our work on our
Facebook Page!

SPECIALIZING IN: Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Garage Floors
Footings • Foundation • Dirt Work • Hauling • Grain Bin Pads
Household Remodeling • Slab Home Foundations

Justin Anderson 660.-651.-3244 or Chris Walk 660--.676.-0393
andersonwalkconstruction@outlook.com
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Macon Rotary
You don’t have to settle for living with the discomfort and embarrassment of bladder
incontinence or prolapse. Moberly Specialty Group is here to help. Our specialized
care can help you enjoy life the way you used to. To schedule an appointment at one
of our convenient locations, call 660-279-4005.

Kayla Hartung presented the program at the recent Rotary meeting
recapping the June Gravel Grinder event.
“The Vivo.Ciclo.Vino.Cico. Fondo Gravel Grinder and Street
Festival (sponsored by CA Shoush & Co., West Winery, and Walt’s
Bike Shop) took place on June 30th, in downtown Macon and the
surrounding county area. 2018 marked the inaugural year for this allday event which brought a total of 65 cyclists to Macon for a gravel
road ride covering 15, 42, and 75 miles throughout Macon County.
The ride was followed by a street festival in downtown Macon which
attracted many local attendees, as well as cyclists and their families,
and featured four regional bands, local and regional food trucks,
locally made wine and a selection of regionally made beers for
festival goers to enjoy. The VCVC Gravel Grinder and Street Festival
was a benefit with a mission to raise funds for the support of The
Macon County Food Pantry and this year’s event was able to raise
$2,034.94. It is the goal of the organizers to be able to provide the
community with this event on an annual basis and continue to make
much-needed contributions to organizations that benefit our local
residents.” “Thank you” to Kayla and the three sponsors for creating
this event and contributing the proceeds to the local Food Pantry.
Guest speaker, Kayla on left, Rotarian Amanda Halley on right.

RECLAIM
YOUR FREEDOM

FROM BLADDER INCONTINENCE.

Please help us send Congratulations to

Michael & Marla Fuller
on their
25th Wedding Anniversary
August 14th
Their new address
Michael & Marla Fuller
823 Oldfield Circle
Florence, South Carolina 29501

1513 Union Avenue
Suite 1600
Moberly

NEW LOCATION

707 East Briggs Drive
Macon
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MoberlyWomensHealth.com
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Ray of Hope Receives
Donation

9A

Tim Johnson, Dennis Fessler, Tessy Fuller and
Larry Kuhn. On July 17th members of the Knights
of Columbus organization, from Macon Missouri,
presented a check for $3000 to Tessy Fuller, director of
the Ray of Hope pregnancy resource center located in
Macon and Shelbina. The money was generated from
the Jim Maloney Banquet fund raiser held on June 9th
at the Macon Expo Center. The Knights would like
to thank everyone who attended and supported our
banquet, which helps worthy causes throughout our
communities.

Local Teachers Take on Electrical Education

Each year, Macon Electric Cooperative sends two local teachers to a two-day “Energy in Today’s
Classroom” course, which is hosted by Central Electric Power Cooperative, in cooperation with the
University of Missouri. The course was held on July 25 and 26 at the University of Missouri Agricultural Engineering building in Columbia, Missouri.
Dawn Johnson, a 7-12 grade science teacher at Atlanta C-3, and Bridgett Bass, a high school science teacher at North Shelby school, were the two teachers selected to represent MEC this year.
The course included speakers from the University of Missouri, Central Electric Power Cooperative,
Associated Electric Cooperative Inc., and Ameren. Topics
covered during the lectures included: energy basics, energy
sources, economics and energy
production, energy efficiency
and conservation, and power
generation and transmission.
In addition, the teachers were
able to tour Boone Electric Cooperative’s solar array, as well
as the power generation station at the University of Missouri’s power plant.
The overall objective of the
course was to provide educators with a much better understanding of the electrical
industry. This understanding
will give teachers the opportunity to provide their students
with more factual information
in the classroom setting. During the course, the teachers
were provided with hands-on
demonstrations of electrical
teaching aides that can later
be used in their classrooms, as
well as materials to utilize in
their lessons. The course also
allowed for all teachers to receive one master’s level credit
hour from the University of
Missouri.
Macon Electric Cooperative
would like to thank Central
Electric Power Cooperative
and the University of Missouri
for organizing the course, as
well as Northeast Missouri
Electric Power Cooperative
for helping to sponsor the two
teachers. In addition, MEC
would like to thank Bridgett
Bass and Dawn Johnson for
their participation in the program and their interest in
educating our youth about the
importance and usage of electricity.
Any teachers who are interested in participating in this
course in the future can contact Macon Electric Cooperative’s office, or visit www.
maconelectric.com for more
information.
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Macon County Health Department
is coming to a town near you!
• Aug 1 @ Atlanta City Hall
• Aug 8 @ United Church of New Cambria
• Aug 9 @ Callao City Hall
All clinics will be held from 3pm-7pm
Services to be provided:
• FREE: Blood Pressure, Blood Sugar, Lead, Iron, Heart
Rate, Oxygen Level, and Height/Weight
Measurements.
• ALL Back to School Immunizations! Insurance or no
insurance, we will have the required vaccines for
your child.
**Vaccination Record Required**
Call Macon County Health Department with any questions
(660)-395-4711
Macon County Health Department
503 N. Missouri St.
Macon, MO 63552
(660)-395-4711
maconmohealth.org
The Vaccines for Children program is funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and provides free vaccines to children who qualify. Macon County
Health Department is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer and serves all citizens of Macon County. All services are provided on a nondiscriminatory
basis. These clinics are funded in part by a NACCHO grant.
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BEVIER HOMECOMING 2018
A Star Spangled Salute to the

85th Annual

BEVIER
HOMECOMING
August 8-11, 2018

WEDNESDAY EVENING, AUGUST 8, 2018
5:30
6:00
6:05
6:10

★

6:20
6:30
6:45
7:00
8:00

NO LIMIT

CALE DODDS
Friday, AUGUST 10, 2018
7 & 9 pm

ABSOLUTELY
NO
COOLERS

Saturday, AUGUST 11, 2018
7 & 9 pm

Justin Thyme Band

FREE
ADMISSION

8:35
9:00
10:30

Mistress of Ceremonies — Beth Faught
Homemade Ice Cream Social - Tiffany Smith
Welcome - Mayor Bill Cosby
National Anthem
Introduction 2017 Bevier Homecoming Queen
Queen Lea Ferguson, 1st Princess Keyaira Wilkerson and
2nd Princess Hayleigh Jennings
Introduction of Little Mr. and Miss Bevier 2017
Jaxson Leath & Abby Cosby
Haley Bachman & Rhiannon Compton - Voal
Gianna Lolli - Vocal
Bill Lear - Vocal
"Justin Thyme"
Mother-Daughter Resemblance
Father-Son Resemblance
Honoring Longest Married Couple (Present)
Oldest Veteran (Present)
Most Homecomings Attended (Present)
Charlie - Vocal
"Justin Thyme"
Drawing - Must be present to Win!
Nightly Gun Raffle
1 ticket $5.00 - 3 tickets $10.00
Sponsored by Compton's Furniture & More

Wednesday, AUGUST 8, 2018
7 & 9 pm

Programs
Paid by
Rick
Shoemaker

BEVIER HOMECOMING

THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 9, 201

Chairpersons — Janet Prokup, Jeanne Fiquet & Domini
Master of Ceremonies — Dr. Louis Fiquet III
6:45
Welcome & Introduction of 2017 Bevier Homeco
Queen Lea Ferguson, 1st Princess Keyaira Wilkers
& 2nd Princess Hayleigh Jennings
Introduction of Little Mr. and Miss Bevier 2017
Jaxson Leath & Abby Cosby
7:05
Dance by Orangettes under the direction
of Tanajia Douglas
7:10
Dance by Patsy Jane Douglas
7:15
Song & Dance by Olivia & Sophia Coon
7:25
Gynmastic Floor Routine by Emma Binder
7:30
Dance by Orangettes
7:35
Dance by Vinae Stillman
7:40
Dance by Patsy Jane Douglas
7:45
Musicial Selections by Patsy Jane Douglas
7:50
Dance by Emma Binder & Vinae Stillman
8:00
Little Mr. & Miss Bevier Contest 2018
Chairpersons - Jennifer Phillips
Committee: Lisa Cross, April Cross, Jordon H
& Debbie McGhee
8:45
Bevier Alumni Band & Friends
9:30
Bevier Homecoming Queen Contest 2018
Chairpersons - Jennifer Phillips
Committee: Lisa Cross, April Cross, Jordon H
& Debbie McGhee

COMPTON’S
LIQUIDATION

Welcome Home

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 9, 2018
RICK’S SERVICE & TIRE
Rick Shoemaker
Tyler Shoemaker

954 N. Macon Street
Bevier, MO 63532

Tires...
Large
Inventory
& BEST
PRICES!

3:45

660-773-5113
660-773-5327

President .............................................. Mike McGhee
Vice President .............................. Ronald Shelmadine
Secretary/Treasurer ....................................Kerri Miller
General Program Chairman .............. Brenda Jennings

4:00

FREEADMISSION ★

•VISITORS MUST REGISTER EACH DAY FOR DRAWINGS•
•LISTEN FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS•
•CONTINUOUS CARNIVAL ATTRACTIONS*
Report All Lost & Found Articles To The Registrar
No Pets Allowed!

Special
Thank You to
ABC Printer

5:00

Chairperson –– Wendy McVicker
Introduction of 2017 Bevier Homecoming Queen
Lea Ferguson, 1st Princess Keyaira Wilkerson and
2nd Princess Hayleigh Jennings
Introduction of Little Mr. and Miss Bevier 2017
Jaxson Leath & Abby Cosby
Baby Show
Youngest Baby Present
0-3 Month old Girls
0-3 Month old Boys
4-6 Month old Girls
4-6 Month old Boys
7-12 Month old Girls
7-12 Month old Boys
13-18 Month old Girls
13-18 Month old Boys
19-24 Month old Girls
19-24 Month old Boys
Little Miss Swimsuit & Little Mr Muscle
2 Year old Girls
2 Year old Boys
3 Year old Girls
3 Year old Boys
4 Year old Girls
4 Year old Boys

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

Bevier
JENKINS
Homecoming
Ellis Refrigeration Company HEATING & COOLING LLC
ENJOY THE

Commercial Refrigeration Contractors
*Supermarket Systems*
Ice Equipment* Walk-In Cooler/Freezers*
*Electrical Controls*

103 W. Oak, Macon, MO 63552

660-385-3019

Eldon Jenkin

Nightly Gun Raffle
1 ticket $5.00 - 3 tickets $10.00
Sponsored by PLS Builders

City of Bevier

FRIDAY AFTERNOON/EVENING, AUGUST 1
Master of Ceremonies — Randy Julius

Kids Games
Papadopoulos
102 E Platte2:00St., Bevier,
MO- Crystal
63532& •Teddy
660-773-5314
6:45

7:00
8:05
8:15
8:20
8:30
9:00
10:30

Introduction of 2018 Bevier Homecoming Queen
and Her Court
Introduction of Little Mr. & Miss Bevier 2018
"Cale Dodds" - Nashville Entertainment
Dakota Nute - Vocal
Aryayna Allen - Vocal
Lea Ferguson - Vocal
Dale Wilson - Vocal
"Cale Dodds" - Nashville Entertainment
Drawings — Must Be Present To Win!
$100 Cash
Drawing donated by MEC

WE SUPPORT
THE
BEVIER
HOMECOMING!

Nightly Gun Raffle
1 ticket $5.00 - 3 tickets $10.00
Sponsored by The Gun Grove

1514 N. Missouri • PO Box 128
Macon, MO 63552
660-385-3161
www.mabank.com

Proudly serving our Community since 1893
Member FDIC

Supper is waiting
for you at
Little Donelli’s

LD’s

33006 State Hwy. M
Economy, MO

660-239-4576

Best Food in Town!
Ribeyes • KC’s
Breaded Tenderloins

BEST PIZZA AROUND!

Owner

608 Kreckle St.
Macon MO, 63552

FRIDAY FISH FRY • FRESH SALADS

660-385-4865

Beer Specials
Carry Outs
Welcome!

Homemade Onion Rings
Chicken Liver & Gizzards
and MUCH MORE!

Have fun at the
2018 Bevier Homecoming!
2016

Your Full Sales & Service RV Park

1205 N Missouri St.
Macon, MO 63551
660-385-8700

RV PARK
Bevier, MO

955 N Macon St., Bevier, MO
SALES & SERVICE

www.shoemakersrv.com

shoemakers@cvalley.net

Mr Wrench’s
Trading Post

DINE IN

and Marine Repair

CARRY OUT

Todd Lineberry

315 HWY. JJ • HUNTSVILLE, MO
660-277-4466
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 am - 8 pm
Sun. 11 am - 2 pm
Closed Monday

25661 Hickory St.
Bevier, MO 63532

660-773-5225
Cell 660-384-1539

Ugo’s
PIZZALAND
DINE IN OR DELIVERY

200 North Macon in Bevier
660-773-5334
C
Y

M
K

Bank of New Cambria & Bevier
200 S. Main St.
New Cambria, MO 63558
660-226-5211

1003 State Hwy C
Bevier, MO 63532
660-773-5211
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BEVIER HOMECOMING 2018
THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 9, 2018

Chairpersons — Janet Prokup, Jeanne Fiquet & Dominica Eitel
Master of Ceremonies — Dr. Louis Fiquet III
6:45
Welcome & Introduction of 2017 Bevier Homecoming
Queen Lea Ferguson, 1st Princess Keyaira Wilkerson
& 2nd Princess Hayleigh Jennings
Introduction of Little Mr. and Miss Bevier 2017
Jaxson Leath & Abby Cosby
7:05
Dance by Orangettes under the direction
of Tanajia Douglas
7:10
Dance by Patsy Jane Douglas
7:15
Song & Dance by Olivia & Sophia Coon
7:25
Gynmastic Floor Routine by Emma Binder
7:30
Dance by Orangettes
7:35
Dance by Vinae Stillman
7:40
Dance by Patsy Jane Douglas
7:45
Musicial Selections by Patsy Jane Douglas
7:50
Dance by Emma Binder & Vinae Stillman
8:00
Little Mr. & Miss Bevier Contest 2018
Chairpersons - Jennifer Phillips
Committee: Lisa Cross, April Cross, Jordon Harrington,
& Debbie McGhee
8:45
Bevier Alumni Band & Friends
9:30
Bevier Homecoming Queen Contest 2018
Chairpersons - Jennifer Phillips
Committee: Lisa Cross, April Cross, Jordon Harrington,
& Debbie McGhee

SATURDAY MORNING/AFTERNOON, AUGUST 11, 2018
9:00
1:00
2:00

Nightly Gun Raffle
1 ticket $5.00 - 3 tickets $10.00
Sponsored by PLS Builders

2:00
6:45

7:00
8:05
8:15
8:20
8:30
9:00
10:30

Master of Ceremonies — Randy Julius
Kids Games - Crystal & Teddy Papadopoulos
Introduction of 2018 Bevier Homecoming Queen
and Her Court
Introduction of Little Mr. & Miss Bevier 2018
"Cale Dodds" - Nashville Entertainment
Dakota Nute - Vocal
Aryayna Allen - Vocal
Lea Ferguson - Vocal
Dale Wilson - Vocal
"Cale Dodds" - Nashville Entertainment
Drawings — Must Be Present To Win!
$100 Cash
Drawing donated by MEC
Nightly Gun Raffle
1 ticket $5.00 - 3 tickets $10.00
Sponsored by The Gun Grove

Turning 65? Medicare Questions?
We Have Medicare Answers!
Help is only a phone call away
Chris Nelson - Renee Rudkin
Kim Souther - Kallie Baker

SATURDAY EVENING, AUGUST 11, 2018
6:45

FRIDAY AFTERNOON/EVENING, AUGUST 10, 2018

Cornhole Tournament
Chairperson - Damon Bachman
Parade
Chairperson - Patty Cheever
Introduction of 2018 Homecoming Queen & Her Court
Introduction of Little Mr. and Miss Bevier 2018
Introduction of Area Royalty
Judging - "Best Decorated Car or Truck"
Judging - Catergories: Community, Church & Family
"Large Floats",
"Small Floats",
"Best of Show Car or Truck"
Judging - "Pets",
"Costumes",
"Vehicles" (Decorated Scooters, Kiddie Cars,
Doll Buggies, Wagons and Small Trailers)
Judging - "Bicycles" (Small),
"Bicycles" (Large)
Judging - Antique Tractors

7:00
8:05
8:15
8:35
9:00
10:30

Master of Ceremonies - Bill Lear
Introduction of 2018 Bevier Homecoming Queen
and Her Court
Introduction of Little Mr. & Miss Bevier 2018
"EXILE" - Nashville Entertainment
Francesca Lenzini - Vocal
Charlie - Vocal
Crystal Carpenter-Smith & Kami Mohn - Vocal
"EXILE" - Nashville Entertainment
Drawings — Must Be Present To Win!
A $100 Cash drawing
Donated by Bank of New Cambria/Bevier
(Must be Present to win)

We LOVE
THE

BEVIER
HOMECOMING!

Nightly Gun Raffle
1 ticket $5.00 - 3 tickets $10.00
Sponsored by Bevier Gun Depot

Thank You for your Loyalty
and Support!

1402 ST HWY O
Bevier, MO
660-773-5500

SEE YOU

AT THE

BEVIER

HOMECOMING

Matt’s
Market

David Bond Broker/Associate • 660-384-2439
Office: 660-775-2347
Web: brennanrealty.net
660-773-5412
E-mail: sellingmo@brennanrealty.net 110 S Macon St., Bevier, MO 63532

WILCOX TIRE

Noland’s Catering

Supports

3002 Jims Road
Macon, MO 63552
660-395-9141
nolandscatering@cvalley.net

Enjoy The
Homecoming

1113 S Missouri St., Macon, MO 63552

welcome home
bevier!

we salute
our veterans

(660) 385-6428

660-385-8205

Fax: 660-385-6662
www.yourHCU.com
Custom Body Work • Free Estimates • Glass Replacement
Painting & Detailing • Frame Repair • Restoring
901 North Missouri Street, Bevier, MO 63532

VISIT

Now Serving 9 Counties!
We serve those who live or work in Adair, Chariton, Knox, Linn,
Macon, Monroe, Randolph, Shelby, or Sullivan Counties.
Join today and see why Membership Makes a Difference!
Federally Insured by NCUA

See you at the Bevier Homecoming!

BEVIER

IN MACON COUNTY
FOR THE

ANNUAL

HOMECOMING
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Real Estate
Farms
Heavy Equipment
Estates
Personal Property

Representative

Tim Remole

573-751-6566
Tim.Remole@house.mo.gov

Macon Electric
Cooperative
31571 Business Route 36 E
PO Box 157
Macon, Missouri 63552-0157
Telephone: 660-385-3157
Fax: 660-385-3334
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Samsung smartphones
priced right for the summer!
Samsung

Galaxy S8

14/mo

$

Samsung

Galaxy S8+

18/mo

$

Samsung

Galaxy Note8

24/mo

$

Need unlimited data?...hit us up!
Samsung

Galaxy S9

Samsung

Galaxy S9+

Switch
To Us
and

100

$

19/mo

$

22/mo

$

get

+ value o
your dev f
ice

Stop in today and start saving!
www.cvalley.net
660.395.9000

Limit of promotional value is $150. Offer is eligible to combine with “Switch To Us” promotion. Monthly credit applied at $5.00/mo. for 30 months, unless noted. Good while supplies last. No rainchecks. “Switch To Us” promotion requires customer to trade in their current device.. Credit will be applied on
91st day of service. All offers require customer to purchase a qualifying data plan. Verge financing and paperless billing also required. See store for complete details.
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Vote

What you want to know. What you need to know.

SECTION B
PROPOSITION 1 (School Boundary Change)
AND THE CLARENCE ELEMENTARY
By Ben Nelson
In the previous April election, voters in the Shelby
County R-lV School District approved of a tax increase
levy by .73 cents to fund the construction of a new
elementary building at the location of the current district
middle and high school which is located a few miles
west of Shelbina, Missouri – the consolidation of the
Shelbina and Clarence Elementary. With Proposition
1 taking the front seat of attention in both the Shelby
County R-lV and Macon R-1 School District, many
questions have surrounded the Clarence Elementary
and the future plans of the building and the uses of the
facility.
With one of the biggest concerns between both
elementary facilities including the Clarence Elementary
that lead to the consolidation vote, is the aging buildings.
On June 13th, with a decision of 7-0, the Shelby County
R-lV School Board approved to keep both elementary
buildings open for two years until the new elementary
is ready for the 2020-2021 school year – Scott Gough
made the motion with Jim Foster providing a second.
On July 28th I reached out to Superintendent Tim
Maddex and asked about the district’s plan for the
Clarence Elementary if redistricting is voted down
by voters on August 7th – any long-term plans? Mr.
Maddex responded by stating, “It will be open for two
more years. We are forming a committee to help develop
plans for both elementary schools. The goal of the group
is to investigate ways to help make the buildings a viable
source for the community.”
Through email correspondence, Superintendent
of Shelby County R-lV Tim Maddex also provided
numbers of the staff and faculty at Clarence Elementary;
15 certified staff, 9 non-certified staff, and 1 principal.
Mr. Maddex also provided financial reports of the
Clarence Elementary. With salaries, cost of special
education, library, early childhood, etc. annually, the
Clarence Elementary costs the Shelby County R-lV
School District almost one million dollars each year
to run ($983,172.09). I also spoke to Mr. Maddex over
the phone and asked about the plans for the faculty
and staff of both elementary buildings after they are
completely consolidated and closed. He stated that
through attrition and retirements, the district has plans
on absorbing a strong majority of teachers and staff into
the new elementary and throughout the school.
In a released Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
sheet, Macon Superintendent Scott Jarvis addresses
the Clarence Elementary. He stated: “At this point,
the Macon County R-1 School District does not have
a definite long-range plan for the Clarence Elementary
building due to many factors that simply cannot be
determined at this point; however, the Macon County
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R-1 School District would likely utilize the Clarence
Elementary building for two years and start transitioning
a few grades to Macon County R-1 Elementary during
the second year. Any further use of the building would
depend on the condition of the building, among other
things. Assuming the building is in good condition,
the district has considered many options for using the
Clarence Elementary building if the boundary charge
occurred, such as using the facility for credit recovery,
Missouri Option Program (the HiSET test, which
replaced the GED), as part of the Career Technical
Center, or for adult education classes. However, until
the district actually acquires the building and can
determine its condition, the costs associated with
maintaining the building, and other factors, the district
cannot determine how the building will be used if the
boundary change occurs.”
On July 25th, I reached out through email
to Macon Superintendent Scott Jarvis. I asked three
questions: [1] If voters in both communities (or
arbitrators) approve of redistricting, which district will
be signing the checks for employees at the Clarence
Elementary – you stated that you plan on keeping it
open for up to two years? [2] Do you plan on having an
additional principal over there (Clarence Elementary)?
How many teachers? Other staff? [3] Who will be
in charge of transportation? How does the district
plan on transporting kids to the Clarence Elementary
(Shelby County Kids) and then any other kids (6th
grade above) to the Macon Campus? Superintendent
Jarvis responded with, “As I have stated before many
questions individuals have about this topic will not be
answered unless the issue actually passes (by voters)
and arbitration takes place. I do not think it would be
appropriate for me to attempt to answer these questions
at this time. These decisions will have to be determined
by the Board of Education and the administrative team
if the issue passes.”
On July 24th, at the Macon Public Forum, Excellence
Through Opportunity reported that if redistricting were
to occur the expenses that Macon would face could
be “two additional busses and bus drivers and four
additional teachers. Total annual expenses: $277,500.”
It is uncertain that if redistricting is passed by voters on
August 7th, how Macon R-1 will handle the employment
of faculty and staff at Clarence Elementary (16 certified
and 9 non-certified), the expense that the elementary
brings ($983,172.09) and whether or not Macon R-1
has any plans for faculty and staff of the Clarence
Elementary once Macon R-1 transfers students onto the
main campus once the Macon R-1 Elementary Addition
is completed.

PROPOSITION 1
(School Boundary Change)
TO POTENTIONALLY BRING
LOSS OF JOBS
By Ben Nelson

On July 13th, Cardinal Kids United (AgainstRedistricting) reported that if redistricting is passed
by voters on August 7th, that 16 certified staff at the
Clarence Elementary would no longer be employed by
the Shelby County R-lV School District – in an email
sent by Superintendent Maddex, he included 9 noncertified staff on top of the 16 certified staff that make
up the employed staff at the Clarence Elementary.
If Proposition 1 were to pass, Shelby County R-lV
would lose approximately $1,818,915 per year in
local and state revenue; the district would no longer
be responsible for the Clarence Elementary expense
which is approximately $922,706 per year. To balance
and offset the loss of revenue without raising taxes
on district patrons, approximately $896,209 would
remain to be cut somewhere. Cardinal Kids United
with the understanding of the School Board and the
Superintendent of Shelby County R-lV, approximately
19 additional members of faculty and staff (at the main
campus) could possibly lose their jobs to accommodate
the balancing of the budget with the loss of revenue if
redistricting were to occur.
On July 24th, at the Macon Public Forum, the
Excellence Through Opportunity Committee (ForRedistricting) presented on a slide, reporting almost the
same information that Cardinal Kids United reported a
week before. Their slide titled, “Staffing Requirements
for Shelby County R-lV with 240 Less Students,”
reported that, “Data for the above schools was gathered
from DESE’s website. Compare the number of certified
staff with the number of students. After redistricting
Shelby County R-lV should only need approximately 53
certified staff (they currently have 88). Macon will need
the staff for the Clarence Elementary Immediately. This
will leave approximately 20 more staff to be reduced
at the Middle School and High School. The reduction
would occur over the 6-year transition of students to
Macon. As enrollment drops, reduction in staff could
be accomplished through attrition.”
**The graph that “Excellence Through Opportunity”
mentioned with data, was comparing Shelby County
R-lV to area schools that would be similar in size
(assessed valuation and employment numbers) if
redistricting occurs.
Furthermore, both committees involved recognize that
if redistricting were to be passed by voters on August
7th, close to 20 faculty and staff could lose their jobs
at Shelby County R-lV due to budget cuts and loss of
revenue.
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Cardinal Kids United
(Against School Redistricting)

By Ben Nelson

focal point in the redistricting issue. Jill Douglass
stated, “My son graduated from South Shelby with
20+ dual credits. He enrolled as a sophomore at
Northwest University in Maryville. He received
a quality education at South Shelby.” Several
members of the committee mentioned statistics
from DESE and other sources about performance
percentages and scores between the districts such
as Math and Reading Proficiencies – in some areas
Macon R-1 out performs South Shelby and in other
areas, South Shelby out performs Macon R-1. The
Macon Vo-Tech has become a focal point in the
redistricting issue. Currently, South Shelby among
several other area schools travel to the vo-tech in
Macon for classes. Automotive, Welding, Building
Trades, Early Childhood, and several other twoyear programs, all students (including Macon and
South Shelby) start their junior year.
In the previous April election, voters in the Shelby
County R-lV School District approved of a tax
levy increase to pay for the construction of a new
elementary building on the main campus where the
current district middle and high school are located
– consolidation of the Clarence and Shelbina
Elementary. The consolidation has become one
of the main points of why individuals felt it was
necessary to redistrict with several district patrons
stating that they felt like they weren’t being listened
to by the School Board. School Board President
of South Shelby, Aaron Gaines, mentioned in
a Letter to the Editor that school redistricting
wasn’t originally started due to the opportunities
Macon has, but more of leverage against the Shelby
County R-lV School Board to keep the Clarence
Elementary open. Gaines specifically recalls an
encounter with a citizen in which he was told that
if the election results in April were nullified, the
petitions would be dropped. Gaines asked this
individual to come forward to the school board as
this would be a board decision – no one ever came
forward to the board. Superintendent Maddex
presented two town halls up until the April Vote
surrounding consolidation – he presented one
time in Clarence and the other time in Shelbina. He
outlined some of the reasons of why consolidation
was the right way to go with decreased enrollment
district wide, increase costs with keeping both
elementary buildings running, the cost it takes to
educate a kid in each elementary, etc. According
to financial records that Tim Maddex provided,
it costs a little over $9,000.00 to educate a student
in Clarence while it took a little over $6,000.00 to
educate a student in Shelbina. Stated in several
newspaper articles in the Clarence Courier from
the 60s and the 70s, both the Clarence School
District and the Shelbina School District, agreed
to consolidate and establish the Shelby County
R-lV School District in an effort to offer more
opportunities to county students. In a similar tone,
individuals felt the need to finally consolidate
the two elementary buildings to offer all students
district wide the same opportunities and to spend
tax-payer money from taxpayers, wisely. During
the interview, we didn’t spend much time talking
about the recently approved consolidation of the
elementary buildings. One individual stated,
“Consolidation and Redistricting are two very
different things. Consolidation is not the issue at
hand, school redistricting is. Let’s focus on that.”
Chrissy Barry a Clarence resident stated, “I voted
against the consolidation of both elementary
buildings, however, I am very loyal to my school
district. This idea that since 84% of Clarence voted
against consolidation, doesn’t mean that the same
84% will vote for redistricting. Again, I personally
voted against consolidation, but I’ll also be voting
against redistricting.” They are two vastly different
issues.” Jill Douglass stated, “We are already one
district. Neither Shelbina nor Clarence will get to
keep their elementary. Kids throughout the entire
district can now have the same opportunities,
get to know and grow with their classmates from
Kindergarten all the way to graduation.” Currently,
students in the Clarence and Shelbina Elementary
are joined together as one class in the 6th Grade
at the district wide middle school. This led us to
our next question. When asked if you can tell the
difference between a Clarence Kid and Shelbina
Kid, 100% of everyone there said, “No, no you
cannot. Teachers throughout the entire district
have stated that they can’t tell which kid is from
Clarence and which kid is from Shelbina.” Paula
Gough and Nicole Roth emphasized on their
generation being the generation that moves
forward; “We don’t understand why over and
over again, something that happened 50 years ago
where most of us were kids and some of us weren’t
even alive, is constantly being brought up. We are
the generation that moves forward. We are the
generation that is seeking to unite this county and
this school district. The Shelby County R-lV School
District is more than just what sits in the city limits
of Clarence and Shelbina. We can’t change the past,
but the future lies in our hands. Look around the
room. Almost half of the individuals in here are
from Clarence and the other half from Shelbina.
We are tired of this division. Us coming together
shows you it’s happening. We’ve made life-long
friends in this mess. The people that keep talking
about and bringing up this alleged division, are
divisive themselves.” Another person chimed in
and stated, “Shelbina does more business with
Clarence than Macon does. We are all neighbors.”
Briefly, when asked about the possibility
of Macon paying for the tuition of students who
choose to stay at South Shelby if redistricting
passes, members stated that it is a generous offer
however, there are still parents that have kids who
won’t get to make a one-time choice due to their
age. “How is that fair,” stated one individual. Since
the interview, the Macon School Board passed a
resolution stating that they intend on offering
students 7-12th grade coming from South Shelby
to make a one-time choice to stay at South Shelby
if redistricting is passed by voters. The current
tuition rate of South Shelby is $7,800 per student.
Toward the end, the committee focused on the
uncertainty of redistricting and the risk it brings
to both districts. They stated that one thing is
somewhat certain, Macon will gain while South
Shelby will lose. Stating some financial impacts,
“Shelby County R-lV could
stand to lose almost two
million dollars in revenue per
year. Facing possible job cuts,
budget cuts, and program cuts
to accommodate for the drastic
decrease in revenue.” Both
committees have recognized
From Hwy TT to South Shelby Schools
that if redistricting is passed
by voters, 20+ certified staff at
is 6 miles.
South Shelby could lose their
job. Cardinal Kids United
From Hwy TT to Macon Schools - 16.6
also talked about how Macon
could be forced to temporarily
miles.
increase taxes in their district to
accommodate for any payment
they may have to make to the
Shelby County R-lV school
district if redistricting passes
and Macon doesn’t have enough
Please vote NO on Proposition 1
funds to pay once the debt and
assets are apportioned. They
changing school boundaries.
referred to one of the only cases
that has precedent in this issue.

On June 26th, I met with several members of
the Cardinal Kids United Committee in Shelbina,
Missouri. In attendance was Chrissy Barry
(Clarence), Cele Gilbert (Shelbina), Selena Gaines
(Shelbina), Amy Harre (Clarence), Nicole Roth
(Clarence), Bethany Murray (Clarence), Jennifer
Johnson (Clarence), Jill Douglass (Shelbina), and
Paula Gough (Shelbina). Due to ball games, Emmy
Langhammer (Clarence) was unable to attend,
however, I contacted Emmy through messenger
and obtained answers from questions that I asked
at the interview in Shelbina.
To quickly catch anyone up that is now tuning
in on what has been a very turbulent summer
between both the Shelby County R-lV and Macon
R-1 School District and individuals living within
the area, shortly before the April 3rd Election,
petitioners in both school districts (verified by
both the Shelby County and Macon County Clerk)
gathered enough signatures required by state
statute to put the issue of School Redistricting on
the ballot for patrons to vote on it in the August
7th Election. Patrons living within the Macon
R-1 and Shelby County R-lV School Districts will
vote on Proposition 1 (School Boundary Change).
By state statute, either school board is powerless
when it came to the petitions – they had to comply,
and both accepted and recognized the signatures
formally at their board meetings. The committee
stated that the petition was meant to get the issue to
the voters. Several committee members expressed
concern over the petition, “The individuals that
proposed the petitions have often said they felt like
they weren’t listened to. Out of the 100+ signatures
they received to put this on the ballot, roughly
a dozen were from those who have kids in the
district. Does anyone find that wrong? They say
this is a ‘generational decision,’ but no one asked
us how we felt, you know the people who actually
have kids in the district and have been worrying all
summer on whether or not we will get to continue
raising our kids in the community and school
district that we love.” One Clarence resident stated,
“The people in Clarence who are for redistricting
are worried about their town. They don’t want to
see their town dissipate, which I sympathize with
that – I don’t want to see it go down the drain
either. However, they are forgetting the people that
are in their town right now.”
Cardinal Kids United was the first committee to
be formed once the issue of School Redistricting
became the forefront of a ballot initiative on the
August 7th ballot. Explained at the interview, the
committee was formed of concerned parents who
have kids in the district from both Clarence and
Shelbina to make sure that the current students
stay South Shelby Cardinals and in the future,
parents that decide and make the choice to
move back to the district and the Clarence area,
can have their kids go to Shelby County R-lV.
Several parents from Clarence that took part of
the interview stated, “We made the life decision
to move back to Clarence to raise our kids and
ultimately, have them grow up in a community
and a school district as we did prior to heading
off to college.” Several of these parents stated that
if redistricting is passed by voters on August 7th,
they will sell their life long homes and move closer
to Shelbina to stay in the district. The committee
has received the support of well over 250 patrons
in the Clarence area saying that they don’t want
to redistrict (a non-legal document of signatures
was submitted to me prior to the interview where I
looked over the papers).
One of the first questions that I asked the
committee was the “state of the campaign”
heading into the election. Everyone present said
that each day they learn something new, however,
considering that this has never happened in
the State of Missouri there are no precedents to
follow. One member stated, “The current state of
redistricting is, well, it is uncharted territory. There
are so many unknowns because this has never
happened in the history of the state of Missouri.
There is no game plan. It is unfolding as we go.
This is hard for people; humans need a game plan.”
One of the biggest complaints throughout this
process are those that are feeling that they’ve been
bullied – especially on Social Media. When asked
about the bullying claims, several members stated
that it is not their place to determine if someone
is bullied. Furthermore, they stated that they can’t
control everyone who may support their cause
and what private citizens say or do on their own
time. “As a committee, we have been respectful.
We are very passionate about our school district.
Would you sit on the sidelines when a proposal
as Proposition 1, has the potential to drastically
change the school district that has stood strong in
northeast Missouri for decades? How would you
feel if your district is being bashed? Disparaging
claims hurled toward Superintendent Maddex and
board members at South Shelby. How do you think
that makes us feel”, stated one individual.
The committee moved on to talking about the
opportunities that South Shelby offers. One of the
first things that was stated was from Amy Harre
who is the Treasurer of Cardinal Kids United. Harre
is a Clarence Area Resident, Macon Graduate, and
has two sons in the Shelby County R-lV School
District. “Macon is not a bad school. In fact, it’s
a wonderful school. I am a graduate from there.
However, South Shelby is a wonderful school too.
For a district it’s size, it has many opportunities,
similar to Macon. Respectfully, I want my kids and
myself to stay South Shelby Cardinals. I want these
women around me and their kids to stay South
Shelby Cardinals. We chose to go here, Macon just
isn’t for us.” Covered by Cardinal Kids United on
their social media page, backed up by counselors
in both districts, “South Shelby High School offers
a total of 70 dual credit college hours (online +
taught by a teacher) and the Macon High School
offers a total of 44 dual credit college hours (online
+ taught by a teacher). Furthermore, the Macon
Area Career Center (Vo-Tech) offers 29 dual credit
college hours – these courses are available to ALL
(South Shelby, Macon, etc.) students enrolled in
the Early Childhood or Business Programs that
offer these courses.” College preparation became a
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Excellence Through Opportunity
(Pro School Redistricting)

By Ben Nelson

On June 12th, I sat down with the Excellence
Through Opportunity Committee at a local
restraint in Clarence, Missouri. Throughout the
interview, individuals within the committee
spoke out on their own personal behalf, but it
was upon request that within my report of the
interview, that I refer only on behalf of Excellence
Through Opportunity and not specific names of
individuals.
To quickly catch anyone up that is now tuning
in on what has been a very turbulent summer
between both the Shelby County R-lV and Macon
R-1 School District and individuals living within
the area, shortly before the April 3rd Election,
petitioners in both school districts (verified by
both the Shelby County and Macon County Clerk)
gathered enough signatures required by state
statute to put the issue of School Redistricting on
the ballot for patrons to vote on it in the August
7th Election. Patrons living within the Macon
R-1 and Shelby County R-lV School Districts will
vote on Proposition 1 (School Boundary Change).
By state statute, either school board is powerless
when it came to the petitions – they had to comply,
and both accepted and recognized the signatures
formally at their board meetings. The committee
stated that the petition was meant to get the issue
to the voters. One individual stated, “the election
in April didn’t count for anything. We might as well
have not shown up. This vote in August will maybe
count for something. People can secretly say what
they really want.” After asking them why one
election doesn’t amount to something but another
one would, they stated, “We are outnumbered.
When you have 84% of Clarence people voting no
to consolidation, it doesn’t make any difference
because we are outnumbered.” Another individual
stated that, “The election in April was decided by a
little over 100 votes and I would almost guess that
those came from age eligible students who voted
and won’t return to this area.” Another person
chimed in and said, “With that, I get to pay taxes
for the next 20 years.”
Throughout the interview, the committee
focused a lot about the many opportunities that
Macon R-1 offers to their area kids, being one of
the biggest reasons why the looked to redistricting
after the Clarence Elementary, by the vote of the
people in Shelby County R-lV, voted this past April
to consolidate both the Clarence and Shelbina
Elementary into one elementary building which
would be built by the current location of the
South Shelby Middle and High School. Stated in
a paper handout that I received, citing a drop-in
enrollment at South Shelby High School, the many
opportunities that have been offered have dropped
in the past decade. “Today South Shelby falls far
short of the opportunities that the Macon R-1
School District can offer. Macon over the years has
continued to increase opportunities. Macon has
increased opportunities to better prepare students
for college – currently offering 73+ college
credit hours,” stated the informational handout.
Furthermore, Excellence Through Opportunity
believes that with this boundary change, it will
result in students being better prepared for college
and “more equipped to compete for higher paying
jobs right out of high school” (citing the Macon
Vocational and Technical Programs). They also
talked about the security issue facing South Shelby.
If they go to Macon, if something were to happen
to the kids (medical injury etc.) the school is right
there by the Missouri State Highway Patrol, The
Hospital, Police Department, etc.
On top of the opportunities that the committee
believes Macon has to offer compared to South
Shelby, they also talked about the “Irreconcilable
Differences.” In short, along with another
information handout, it stated that, “Shelby
County R-lV has discontinued input from the
western side of our district immediately after the
vote to consolidate in the early 60’s.” Clarence and
Shelbina had come together to consolidate the
high school’s of each community as both believed
it would offer more opportunities as “one” to the
students living in the area. However, citing that
before the vote to consolidate, the understanding
was that the new campus would be built in Lentner
(halfway between both Shelbina and Clarence).
Seeing that it didn’t happen, “today, many form
the western side believe this was the first of many
lies to come,” stated the committee. Citing several
ballot initiatives that attempted to consolidate the
Junior High’s in 1993 and then several attempts up
until April 3rd, 2018 to consolidate the Elementary
Schools, Clarence has overwhelmingly voted
against any attempts to consolidate. Specifically, in
1993, the western side of the school district voted
against (74%) the consolidation effort of the Junior
High’s (Shelbina voted 64% in favor), falling short
of the 4/7th needed to pass. It would later be put
as a lease purchase which only needed a simple
majority which passed. In April of 2015, a ballot
initiative to consolidate the elementary buildings
was voted on with 94% of people in the Clarence
Area voting no, falling short of the 4/7th needed
to pass. In 2018, it was then put on the ballot as a
lease purchase which needed to a simple majority
to pass. In April of 2018, PROPOSITION KIDS
(consolidate both elementary buildings) passed
with the majority of voters approving of the
initiative; the vote was 951 Yes – 843 No. Many
in Clarence believe that their elementary building
was in good shape to continue with educating area
kids, “many of us from the western side considered
the Clarence Elementary to be the shining star of
Shelby County R-lV,” stated the committee. In
April, Clarence voted 84% No – majority of voters
in both districts voted yes. Over the years, there has
been a gentlemen’s agreement in the Shelby County
R-lV School District about the school board
representation between Shelbina and Clarence.
The agreement was to keep a balanced board and
to allow the two biggest communities in the district
to be represented. In a Shelby County Newspaper,
a 1980 article titled “Unity Needed” talked about
since the first time of the formation of the Shelby
County R-lV School District, the “gentlemen’s
agreement” to elect one person from Clarence and
one person from Shelbina was broken. Stated in
the article, two people from Clarence were elected.
According to the article, the
matter of electing “two persons”
from Clarence was actively
promoted in the Clarence Area.
Furthermore, the article closed
by stating that “As we have stated
before, we feel anyone elected
to the board should consider
themselves from the R-lV
District, not from Clarence, not
from Shelbina. Unity is what the
school district needs a strong
dose of at this time. We hope that
can be accomplished.” When
questioned about that article,
the committee responded by
saying the gentlemen that was
elected, sent his kids to Shelbina
for school, but had a Clarence
address. One individual went on
further to say, “Shiloh Christian
Ranch is the same way. They live
out here but they don’t send their

kids to the Clarence Elementary. They take them
all to Tri-County. They go to high school at South
Shelby.”
One member present stated that, “if you look
at this from the Macon perspective, there is a lot
more positives than negatives with this part of the
district, going to Macon.” Furthermore, there was
discussion about kids and community members
going to Macon for grocery shopping, car repairs,
etc. In the eyes of those present, it only makes sense
to them that Clarence Area kids are sent to Macon
R-1, too. Several members present expressed
concern that input from taxpayers has not been
taken into account. One individual stated that
there is a new elementary being built for 12 million
dollars, there isn’t industry in Shelby County, and
there’s a declining enrollment at District Schools.
Excellence Through Opportunity also stated that
“South Shelby will be fine without them. They
have a nice fund balance, they can still build their
school, and they can roll back their 73 cents on
the recent tax increase.” The group went on to
say that they feel the South Shelby crew is trying
to manipulate the vote by putting out misleading
information. The group cited that according to
the State Auditor’s Office backed up by the State
Attorney General, their opinion is that those in the
redistricting area, won’t have to pay the 73 cents
that was recently passed; maybe up to a year. To
this day, the South Shelby Attorney disagrees with
the opinion of the Auditor’s Office and Attorney
General citing that “This issue is far from clear
and that Missouri Courts haven’t examined the
transfer of a tax levy obligation from a portion of
one district to another.” Clarence is 11 miles from
Macon and 11 miles from South Shelby. Again,
the committee expressed that 11 miles to the
west would offer more opportunities (Tiger-zone,
Special Education Program, Vo-Tech, etc.)
I offered a question to the committee stating that,
“Are we allowing people on their own to make
their decision on whether or not Macon has more
opportunities, or are we forcing individuals into a
district that they don’t want to be apart of?” The
committee referred to the Macon resolution that
was approved which allows students (7th-12th)
grade to make a one-time choice on whether or
not to stay at South Shelby if redistricting were to
pass by the voters in August. Macon stated in the
resolution that they would pay tuition for those
students – South Shelby has a current tuition rate
of $7,800. “There are people in Clarence who want
their kids to attend Macon. If redistricting doesn’t
happen, they will be forced to stay at South,” stated
one individual. Another individual went on to say
(about those wanting to stay at South Shelby that
live in the Clarence Area), “Well they can move
just as easy as the rest of us.” One member stated
that “I love this community. I want what is best
for it. I don’t have faith in the school board about
doing something with this building (Clarence
Elementary). It would be heartbreaking. Clarence
is very proud of their community and their kids.”
The committee stated that with the resolution
that the Macon School Board passed, regarding
tuition, why hasn’t the South Shelby School Board
“accepted” that. One individual stated, “they keep
talking about it’s all about the kids. Why haven’t
they accepted?”
When asked if they have kids in the Shelby
County R-lV School District, the majority of
those at the interview stated, “Some of us have
grandkids.” While one individual stated, “I’m
also a taxpayer.” Several other comments stated
that taxpayers should also have a say in how their
money is spent and “it should be spent wisely in
the best interest for the education of the kids.” One
individual went on to say, “It’s more of a social
thing with them more than it’s about thinking
about their future in the academics. I’ve had to
change school’s years ago. It didn’t bother us a bit.
We made new friends. My parents never made a big
issue about it.” Another individual went on to say,
“Your friends don’t pay your bills for you.” They all
agreed with one individual that stated, “This will
not be a tragedy, no matter the outcome. We will
be fine. We will continue to live in and support this
community. Kids are resilient. If we go to Macon, I
don’t see how it would be a tragedy for Shelbina. If
we have to stay here and continue to go to school at
South Shelby under a lesser education, well that’s
not a tragedy. There are people here who have
experienced true tragedy.” The committee went on
to say that if redistricting occurs, kids will move to
Macon and make new friends and then move onto
college. The cited that some don’t even return to
Shelby County, but they hope that if redistricting
occurs, that will change. When asked about
teachers at South Shelby making statements of, “I
can never tell the difference between a Shelbina
kid or Clarence kid,” the committee responded by
saying, “That’s not true. You can absolutely tell.”
When asked about the kids, parents, etc. who
have spoken out against redistricting and have
written Letters to the Editor, the question was
“how does that make you feel?” They responded,
“they have no ties to this community. The mom
who recently moved here, how long are they going
to stay? The kid from Shiloh, he’s been here for
what, a year? Is he going to stay after he graduates?
Do they pay taxes? Are they going to put their
kids in this school system? Shortly after, the
committee was asked about an article published
in “The Clarence Courier” and had a quote in
there from an undisclosed Clarence resident
stating that the petitions were used as “leverage”
against the school board to keep their school
open – had nothing really to do with Macon, but
instead to get the state involved. Everyone present
denied saying the quote. [It was confirmed later
by a Courier Reporter, of the authenticity of the
quote and that in fact it was said] Throughout
the interview, the committee explained that they
wanted to work things out with the South Shelby
School Board. They stated that at the beginning
of all of this, Mr. Jarvis spoke with Tim Maddex
stating that this needed to be worked out before
it got really heated. As the group stated, “to find
a compromise.” They also stated that, “the board
didn’t listen to us, they ignored the petitions.” In
a Shelby County paper prior to the April Election,
Superintendent reached out to
Cont. on Page 3B

Cont. on Page 3B

M
K court has held that the board of arbitrators can require a receiving

C
Y

M
K

C
Y

C
Y

M
K

The Journal

M
K

AUGUST 6, 2018

Cardinal Kids United
(Against School Redistricting)
attorney had made; “The court has held that
the board of arbitrators can require a receiving
school district to issue a tax levy in order to
satisfy the award of the board. In State ex rel.
Hermitage R-lV Sch. District. Vs. Hickory City,
R-1 Sch. Dist., the Board of Arbitration’s award
ordered Hickory County R-1 School District
to pay Hermitage School District $52,393.49.”
Further in the memorandum, the school attorney
stated, “The court declared that if could order the
Hickory board to secure a levy increase within
constitutional limits. Id. at 670. The court held that
if, in further proceedings, Hickory could show
that it did not hold available funds sufficient to
pay the award to Hermitage, then Hickory may be
ordered to take all lawful actions to obtain such
funds over such period of time as the court may
direct and if necessary secure the extension of a
sufficient levy within the constitutional limits to
provide funds for the payment of the award. Id. at
671.” South Shelby reached out to another lawyer
for an opinion and the Kansas City Lawyer backed
the opinion of the current Shelby County R-lV
School Lawyer, citing he followed proper case law.
Cele Gilbert stated, “this whole ordeal is a mess.
There is so much uncertainty with it. There is a
lot that we won’t know until after voters cast their
ballots.” Paula Gough stated, “there is a certain
path voters can take and that is to VOTE NO on
August 7th. If voters strike down Proposition 1,
everything will return to normal like it has been
for decades. Parents and kids will not have to move
their homes. There won’t be friction in classrooms.
Kids won’t have to worry about the social shock
of being in a classroom where they don’t know
anyone. There won’t be any risk of financial burden
on either district.”

Paula Gough closed the interview with focusing
on the three groups of kids that will be drastically
impacted by redistricting if passed by voters. “First
and foremost, the Clarence kids that will have to
move districts. They will be moving to a bigger
district with different expectations, rules, and
overall, a different atmosphere. Secondly, the kids
at South Shelby that don’t get redistricted. Now
those kids will have to face and attend a school
where programs are being cut, teachers could lose
their jobs, and some of their friends are no longer
sitting in the classrooms that they are. Finally, the
Macon kids. They will be impacted too. Statistics
show that kids can be negatively impacted by new
classmates in the classroom. It puts everyone out
of rhythm. Teachers may have to catch students up,
Macon R-1 kids could stand to lose their class rank,
more competition for positions in organizations
and athletic teams, etc. Again, this doesn’t have to
be this way if everyone keeps everything like it has
been and Votes No on August 7th.”
Cardinal Kids United under request, would like
for their neighbors in Macon to think about one
thing while going into the ballot box on August
7th; “If the positions were switched or Macon was
facing a similar issue of school redistricting, how
would you feel? How would you feel if you were
in our shoes? Would you be in favor of school
redistricting then or would you be fighting like we
are to keep our beloved district intact?” If anyone
has questions, please visit the Cardinal Kids United
Facebook Page or contact either district.
Proposition 1 (School Boundary Change) is set to
be voted on in the August Election (August 7th).
Eligible voters living in the Macon R-1 or Shelby
County R-lV School District will be allowed to
vote.

Excellence Through Opportunity
(Pro School Redistricting)

Tim Maddex and Shelby County Patrons with
a letter stating that it needs to be worked out in
Shelby County. He also stated that, “I see forcing
these students to move to another district is a
negative that far outweighs any possible positives.”
The following is the letter that Jarvis submitted:
Macon County R-1 did not ask to be a part of this
dispute. I believe this issue should be worked out
between the good people of Shelby County. I was
visited in my office by a person representing the
Clarence group proposing to collect signatures
on a petition in order to force a vote on changing
district boundaries. If the correct number of votes
is collected in each county the school districts
have no choice but to run the ballot in August.
If this comes to a ballot it will be the vote of the
people who will decided the issue or possibly
a state arbitrator. Knowing this could possibly
happen I think it would be wise for us to think
how we would handle the situation if it happens.
I would much rather be prepared now than to
wait until it happens. I have spoken to most of
my board members at various times about this
issue. This issue has not been a board meeting
agenda item and I do not expect it to be unless we
receive a validated petition. I have weighed all of
the positives and negatives if this change would
happen to our district. What really matters is what
changing boundaries would do to the students of
Shelby County RIV. Your students have developed
friends and relationships within your district. I see
forcing these students to move to another district
is a negative that far outweighs any possible
positives. I would imagine many of their parents
and grandparents are alumni’s of Shelby County
R-IV. Changing boundaries and being included
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in the Macon County R-1 School District will not
prevent the Clarence School from closing. We are
currently in the process of building an addition to
our elementary building and once it is complete
we would be able to accommodate the increase in
enrollment and we would not have to increase our
staff. Leaving the school open is not financially
sound and would not be the best way to spend tax
payer money. I have spoken with Superintendent
Maddex and it is my understanding his board is
committed to keeping the Clarence School open
for another year if the levy passes. If the levy does
not pass I believe the Shelby County R-IV School
Board is willing to look at options as it pertains to
the elementary schools and buildings. Once again I
believe the best scenario is for the people of Shelby
County R-IV School District to work this out
amongst themselves. Scott Jarvis Superintendent
of Macon County R-1”
In closing, the Excellence Through Opportunity
Committee stated that at every meeting they say a
quick prayer for everyone involved and they put a
heavy emphasis on the fact that you won’t see rude
or disrespectful comments coming from them on
Social Media. For more information regarding
Excellence Through Opportunity, please visit their
website: excellencethroughopportunity.org
Proposition 1 (School Boundary Change) is set to
be voted on in the August Election (August 7th).
Eligible voters living in the Macon R-1 or Shelby
County R-lV School District will be allowed to
vote.

SHELBY COUNTY R-lV SCHOOL BOARD AGAINST REDISTRICTING - PASSES RESOLUTION

BY BEN NELSON
(Shelbina, Missouri) On the evening of May 9th at approximately
seven in the evening, the Shelby County R-lV School Board called
their monthly meeting to order. Besides their regular business of
hearing administration reports, talking about the budget, and any
other business that needed to be taken care of, within the agenda,
was a proposed resolution, titled “Resolution Cardinals Kids.” In
whole, the resolution was recognizing and highlighting some of the
negative impacts that redistricting could have on the school district,
if passed by the voters in the Shelby County R-lV School District
and the Macon County R-1 School District - in the August Election.
Shortly after Board Member Dr. Jim Foster, read the resolution in its
entirety, the 15-20 citizens in attendance cheered. The School Board
passed the resolution. The “Resolution Cardinals Kids” in its entirety,
is as follows:
“Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education
recognizes the potential implications of redistricting and what
those implications may mean for the future of The Shelby County
R-lV School District students, educators, administrators, staff, and
patrons currently as well as in the future.
Whereas -- Should redistricting occur, all students deemed nondistrict students by The Missouri State Department of Education
will be dismissed on the date of determination from the Shelby
County R-lV District. Those students, through their parents or legal
guardians, will have the option to remain in the district by paying a
minimum of $7,000.000 tuition and possible more depending on the
rate set by the board of education during the year that redistricting
would take place.
Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education recognizes
the financial burden to the students and their families through
tuition requirements should redistricting occur. The Board of

Education recognizes the loss to students of positions in whatever
extracurricular activities that they may be engaged in during their
time in The Shelby County R-lV School District and that there is
no guarantee that these positions will transfer to another school
district to include class rank, organization offices held, scholastic
performance and organization performance awards, potential
financial aid via local scholarships for high school seniors and other
possible positions held by students.

Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education recognizes
the potential burden that exists should redistricting occur as to the
potential complications that could result in the employment status
of administrators, teachers and staff with regard to employment
contracts within the Shelby County R-lV school district. It recognizes
the priority given to tenured teachers to retain their employment
while potentially displacing non-tenured teachers or those teachers
lacking seniority. It is also recognized that non-tenured teachers
going to another school district will lose time accrued toward their
attainment of tenure.
Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education recognizes
the direct loss of tax revenue should redistricting occur and the
impact that tax loss would create. The Board of Education also
recognizes the potential economic implications should redistricting
occur in that all contracts of business would be sharply reviewed by
The Board of Education and Administration.
Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education most
importantly recognizes the devastating effects that redistricting
would have to our students in the separation of our student body
and the loss of friendship created by distance, the separation of
students from their valued teachers, administrators and staff, and the
hardship created that could potentially divide families, friends, and
communities, It recognizes also the potential devastating effects on

those students with special needs.

Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education recognizes
the potential loss of those school board members in their positions
should redistricting occur as they would no longer live in the school
district that they serve.
Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education recognizes
that if a portion of Shelby County R-lV is transferred to Macon
County R-1 School District, the two districts will be required to
apportion district assets and indebtedness. The currently Clarence
Elementary building facilities would be apportioned to Macon
County R-1 as it is part of the redistricting area based on an assessed
value. This would require Macon County R-1 to have substantial
available funds or even require its own tax levy to compensate Shelby
County R-lV for the apportioned asset. Furthermore, on April
3rd, 2018 the voters within the existing boundaries of the district
approved a $0.73 tax levy to repay the cost of a new South Shelby
Elementary building, ultimately approving indebtedness in excess of
$7.5 million over a 20- year period.
Whereas -- The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education recognizes
the potential that exists for the strain of relations that could occur
between the Shelby County R-lV School District and the Macon
County R-1 School District should redistricting occur as well as that
this could seriously harm relationships not only between the two
school districts but also both Shelby and Macon Counties on various
levels.
Be it resolves that The Shelby County R-lV Board of Education
on May 9th, 2018 stands opposed to redistricting and supports The
Shelby County R-lV School District and its South Shelby Cardinal
Family with cardinal pride united together.”

MACON R-1 PASSES RESOLUTION TO PAY TUITION

BY BEN NELSON
On June 28th, the Macon R-1 School Board passed a resolution
stating that they intend to pay tuition for students who elect to
make a “one-time choice” to stay at South Shelby if voters approve
of Proposition 1 on August 7th. The “one-time choice” would be for
students in/between the 7th-12th grades. The current tuition rate at
Shelby County R-lV is $7,800.00 per student. The Macon R-1 School
Board approved of the resolution 7-0. The resolution is as follows:
“THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MACON CO. R-I SCHOOL
DISTRICT
BOARD
OF
EDUCATION
RESOLUTION
REGARDING RECEIPT OF PETITION TO CHANGE THE
DISTRICT BOUNDARY

WHEREAS, the voters of the Macon Co. R-1 School District and
the Shelby County R-IV School District will decide whether to
change the boundaries of the districts in the next general election to
include a portion of what is now Shelby County R-IV School District

within the Macon Co. R-1 School District.

WHEREAS, if the boundary change occurs either by vote or
decision of a board of arbitration, all Shelby County R-IV School
District students who are in the boundary change area will become
resident students of Macon Co. R-1 School District.
WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Macon Co. R-1 School
District recognizes that it may be in the best interest of Shelby County
R-IV School District students within the boundary change area who
will be in grades 7 through 12 during the 2018-2019 school year to
remain students of Shelby County R- IV School District through
the end of their high sd10ol careers because of their involvement in
academic groups, extra-curricular activities, reliance on their class
rank, and other considerations.
WHEREAS, while the Board of Education of the Macon Co. R-1
School District recognizes that the Shelby County R-IV School
District will have to agree to participate in these options, the Board of

Educ,ation will attempt to work with the Shelby County R-IV School
District to ensure these students, through a one-time election, can
remain students of the Shelby County R-IV School District should
the boundary change occur by either entering into a cooperative
agreement ‘with the Shelby County R-IV School Districtunder the Elementary and Secondary School District Enrollment
Option Act,§§ 162.1.040 to 162 I 059, RSMo.; by paying tuition to
Shelby County R-IV School District on those students’ behalf; or by
any other available option.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that.the Board of
Education for the Macon Co. R-1 School District hereby authorizes
the administration of the District to take all measures reasonable and
necessary to ensure that, as of the 2018-2019 school year, students of
Shelby County R-IV School District those 7th -12th grade students
will be able to make a one-time election as to whether they would
like to remain students of Shelby County R-IV through graduation,
or become students of Macon County R-I at the time elementary and
middle school students are enrolled in Macon County R-I.”

MACON R-1 STAFF RECEIVES INFORMATION REGARDING POSSIBLE REDISTRICTING

BY BEN NELSON
Macon Superintendent Scott Jarvis sent a FAQ Sheet to staff
throughout the district regarding possible redistricting and how
the district could be impacted. Staff throughout the district were
“frequently asking questions (FAQ)” which prompted Jarvis to
compile this letter. Recently, Mr. Jarvis and Board President Donny
Wyatt met with DESE and the State Auditor’s Office - allowing them
to answer some of the questions. Some figures within this letter are
estimated (to the best they possibly could). Some figures may slightly
change after citizens vote on whether or not to redistrict in August.
Through text messaging and email, Mr. Jarvis told me that he could
go into great detail on some of these questions but summarized to
the best of his ability. Any detailed questions and answers, please
reach out to Scott Jarvis and Donny Wyatt. The following is the letter
sent out to staff earlier this afternoon in its entirety:

1.What happens if one school district votes for the boundary
change, and one school district votes against it?
If either Macon County R-I voters or Shelby County R-IV voters
vote against the change, but the other district votes for the change,
the matter may be appealed to the State Board of Education by either
one of the districts affected or by a majority of the signers of the
petition requesting a vote on the proposal. (This information can be
found in Section 162.431, RSMo.)
2.What happens if neither school district votes to pass the proposed
boundary change?
If neither school district votes to pass the proposed boundary
change, then the ballot measure fails and no cha!1ge in boundaries
will occur for either district.
3.How would the property .and debt far .each.district be. divided if
the boundary change is approved by voters?
Under Missouri law, the districts are required to make a “just
and proper” adjustment and apportionment of all school property,
including money and debt, between the two districts. If the districts
cannot agree on the adjustment and_ap_portionment, the board
of either district may appeal to the State Board of Education, who
will then appoint a threeperson board of arbitration to make an
adjustment and apportionment of property and indebtedness.
4. What percentage of Shelby County R-IV School District’s current
debt would Macon County R-1 School District be obligated to pay?
Under state law, the ratio of debt that is apportioned is related to
the value of the property the new district receives from the original
district. If a board of arbitration were appointed, it would take many
factors into account to make the “just and proper” apportionment
and adjustment of property and debt. At this time, the actual amount
of the apportionment that Macon County R-I School District would
be required to pay to Shelby County R-IV School District as a result
of the boundary change is unknown.
5.Since money is required to be apportioned, how much of Shelby
County R-IV School District’s fund balances would be apportioned
to the Macon County R-1 School District? The process is the same as
the debt apportionment explained in the answer to question 4 above.
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The amount of money that Macon County R-I School District would
receive from Shelby County R-IV School District would be based on
a ratio related to the value of the property Macon County R-I School
District would receive from Shelby County R-IV School District. If
a board of arbitration were appointed, the board could take many
factors into account to determine what the “just and proper” amount
of Shelby County RIV School District’s fund balances should be
apportioned to Macon County R-I School District. Therefore, the
District cannot say with certainty what that amount would be at this
time.
Would the current residents of the Macon County R-1 School
District be required to payany portion of the $0. 73 levy recently
passed by Shelby County R-IV School District residents?
The State Auditor’s office has informed both school districts in
writing that, if the boundary change occurs before the Shelby County
R-IV School District sets its new tax rate based on the $0.73 levy,
the Clarence residents who become part of the Macon County R-I
School District will pay taxes to Macon County R-I School District at
the Macon County R-I School District’s tax rate. The State Auditor’s
office has also explained that if the boundary change occurs after
the Shelby County R-IV School District sets its new tax rate, then
the Clarence residents will pay taxes to Shelby County R-IV School
District for one year on!Y_• Current Macon County R-I School
District residents will not be required to pay a portion of Shelby
County R-IV School District’s levy.
7. Will the Macon County R-1 School District be required to pay a
portion of Shelby County R-IV School District’s levy associated with
constructing its new elementary school?
As discussed in #3, Macon County R-I will be required to pay a
“just and proper” apportionment of Shelby County R-IV’s debt
as of the date the boundary change issue passes. If Shelby County
R-IV School District incurs debt to build its proposed elementary
building, Macon County could be required to pay a portion of that
debt. Right now, Shelby County voters have approved an operation
levy increase to construct its new elementary building, among other
purposes of the levy. Macon County R-I School District is not aware
that Shelby County has incurred debt related to the construction of
the new elementary building and believes that it would be legally illadvised for it to do so until the boundary change issue is decided.
8. How much additional revenue would the Macon County R-1
School District receive should the boundary change occur?
At this time, the District cannot provide exact numbers with
regard to the additional revenue that could result from the
proposed boundary change. The District has met with the Missouri
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE)
and received DESE’s estimates of the District’s revenue should the
boundary change occur. Based on DESE’s information, the District
could receive approximately $700,000.00 annually from the addition
based on the District’s resulting assessed valuation. Additionally,
the District could receive approximately $250,000.00 annually
in Railroad and Utilities money, and approximately $850,000.00
annually based on the approximate additional enrollment if should

the boundary change occur?
At this time, the District cannot provide exact numbers with
regard to the additional revenue that could result from the proposed
boundary change. The District has met with the Missouri Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and received DESE’s
estimates of the District’s revenue should the boundary change
occur. Based on DESE’s information, the District could receive
approximately $700,000.00 annually from the addition based on
the District’s resulting assessed valuation. Additionally, the District
could receive approximately $250,000.00 annually in Railroad and
Utilities money, and approximately $850,000.00 annually based
on the approximate additional enrollment if the boundary change
should occur, for a total of approximately $1,800,000.00 in additional
revenue annually.
9. What annual costs would the Macon County R-1 School District
incur as a result of the boundary change?
The District cannot provide exact numbers with regard to the
additional costs associated with the boundary change at this time;
however, the District has come up with a reasonable estimate of
those costs.
Based on the resulting additional enrollment, Macon County
R-I would need to hire approximately two additional bus drivers
for a total cost of approximately $52,000.00 annually. The District
would need to purchase approximately two new buses at a cost
of approximately $170,000.00. These buses would need to be
replaced every seven to eight years, making this cost approximately
$510,000.00 over 20 years.
Based on the potential increased enrollment, if Macon County
R-I needed to hire four additional teachers, the approximate total
cost would be $200,000.0_0_a year. The District may not need four
additional teachers, but this number was projected as a conservative
estimate.
Based on the above calculations spread over 20 years, the cost of the
boundary change to Macon School District would be approximately
$5,550,000.00.
When you compare the potential revenue over a 20-year pe1iod
versus-the potential - - expenditure over the same period, there is a
net gain of approximately $30,450,000.00.
This estimate does not talce into account the unknown costs of
maintaining the Clarence Elementary building.
10. Will all students be required to move to Macon County R-1
School District immediately if the boundary change occurs?
Macon County R-I would propose that all elementary schoolers’
kindergarten through the 6th grade be enrolled in Macon County
R-I at a mutually-agreeable time. Macon County R-I has passed a
resolution that would allow students in grades 7 through 12 during
the 2018-2019 school year to malce a one-time election as to whether
they would like to remain students of Shelby County R-IV through
graduation, or become students of Macon County R-I at the time
elementary and middle school students are enrolled in our District.
The Board of Education of the Macon Co. R-I School District
recognizes that it may be in the best interest of Shelby County R-IV
Continued on Page 4B
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MACON R-1 STAFF RECEIVES INFORMATION REGARDING POSSIBLE
REDISTRICTING Continued From Page 3B

School District students within the boundary
change area who will be in grades 7 through
12 during the 2018-2019 school year to remain
students of Shelby County R-IV School District
through the end of their high school careers
because of their involvement in academic groups,
extra-curricular activities, reliance on their class
rank, and other considerations.
While the Board of Education of the Macon Co.
R-I School District recognizes that the Shelby
County R-IV School District will have to agree to
participate in these options, the Board of Education
will attempt to work with the Shelby County
R-IV School District to ensure these students can
remain students of the Shelby County R-IV School
District should the boundary change occur by
either entering into a cooperative agreement with
the Shelby County R-IV School District under
the Elementary and Secondary School District
Enrollment Option Act,§§ 162.1040 to 162 1059,
RSMo.; by paying tuition to Shelby County R-IV
School District on those students’ behalf; or by any
other available option.
11. What will happen to the Clarence Elementary
building if the Clarence area becomes part of the
Macon County R-1 School District?
At this point, the Macon County R-I School
District does not have a definite long-range plan
for the Clarence Elementary building due to
many factors that simply cannot be determined
at this point; however, the Macon County R-I
School District would likely utilize the Clarence
Elementary building for two years and start
transitioning a few grades to Macon County
R-1 Elementary during the second year. Any
further use of the building would “depend-on the
condition of the building, among other things.
Assuming the building is in good condition, the
District has considered many options for using
the Clarence Elementary building if the boundary

change occurred, such as using the facility for
credit recovery, Missouri Option Program (the
HiSET test, which replaced the GED), as part of
the Career Technical Center, or for adult education
classes. However, until the District actually
acquires the building and can determine its
condition, the costs associated with maintaining
the building, and other factors, the District cannot
determine how the building will be used if the
boundary change occurs.
12. Would the Shelby County R-IV School
District still need to construct a new elementary
building if the boundaries are changed and the
Clarence area becomes part of the Macon County
R-1 School District?
The decision to build a new elementary building
is entirely up to the Shelby County R-IV School
District. However, it is reasonable to believe that
the size and cost of the new structure would be
scaled back if the boundary change occurred due
to the loss of enrollment Shelby County R-IV
School District would experience.
13. What real estate would be used to determine
the fair market value of the Clarence Elementary
building?
At this time, the District cannot determine the
fair market value of the Clarence Elementary
building.
The only comparative sales the District is aware of
would be the Macon County’s sale of the MoDOT
buildings located on Highway 63 was sold to
OnShore a few years ago.
Those buildings are much larger than the Clarence
Elementary building and most likely in better
shape. Those buildings sold for approximately
$1,700,000.00. Due to the prime location of the
MoDOT buildings and their size and condition,
the District does not believe the value of the
Clarence Elementary building would be nearly as
high as the MoDOT buildings.

KANSAS CITY LAWYER WEIGHS-IN ON PROPOSITION 1
(School Boundary Change)

By Ben Nelson
Mickes O’Toole, the Shelby County
R-lV School Attorney in a memorandum
highlights the apportionment of debt
and assets from one district to another
if voters approve of school redistricting
on August 7th ;among other things.
Mickes states in-part, “In the present
case, if a portion of Shelby County R-lV
School District is transferred to Macon
County R-1 School District, the two
districts will be required to apportion
district assets and indebtedness. Shelby
would be losing both real property as
well as a portion of the increased revenue
stream generated by the recent tax levy.
Missouri courts have not examined the
transfer of a tax levy obligation from
a portion of one district to another.
However, in the present case, the tax
levy approved by voters on April 3rd was
passed in order to repay the construction
debt associated with the construction of
the new elementary school building in
Shelby School District. Shelby anticipates
collecting $450,000 to $550,000 annually
from the tax levy issued against property
located in within the current boundaries
of the District to be utilized to repay
the construction debt over a twentyyear period. Shelby School District
will construct a new elementary school
building to be completed in 2020. The
voters within the existing boundaries
of the district approved the tax levy to
repay the cost of the elementary building,
ultimately approving indebtedness in
excess of $7.5 million over a twenty-year
period. As such, if a portion of Shelby
School District is transferred to Macon
School District, the districts must take
into consideration the indebtedness that
the voters approved in order to build the
new elementary school building and the
revenue stream to repay such debt. If
Macon School District receives Shelby’s
school buildings and other assets,
Macon is also obligated by statute to be
apportioned the indebtedness of Shelby.
Based on prior court holdings and the
language of the state statute, it would be
reasonable that the court would recognize
the tax levy utilized to repay the cost of
school infrastructure as indebtedness.
AS such, the tax levy approved by voters
prior to any annexation or change to
boundaries of Shelby School District
may be included in the appropriation
and payment by Macon to Shelby. The
question that which was raised in State ex
re. Hermitage R-lV Sch. Dist. V. Hickory
City R-1 Sc. Dist., does the Macon County
R-1 School District have the available
funds to compensate Shelby? It may be
possible that Macon would be required
to issue its own tax levy to pay any
apportionment or award issued by the
state board of arbitration. As such, both
districts need to take into consideration
the obligations they have with regard to
the transfer of a portion of the Shelby
County R-lV School District to Macon
and what additional obligations that may
impose on Macon.”
Superintendent Tim Maddex and
School Board requested a third opinion.
Ryan T. Fry of Guin Mundorf LLC. out
of Kansas City was contacted and sent
a letter to Superintendent Maddex after
looking over the documentation. The
letter is as follows: “As requested I have
taken an opportunity to review the
relevant documentation associated with
the potential annexation of a portion of
the Shelby County R-lV School District
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by the Macon County R-1 School
District. Specifically, I have reviewed the
Missouri state statutes regarding this
process, as well as the memorandum
provided by the law firm of Mickes
O’Toole, and various Attorney General
opinions. In general, I found the opinions
expressed by Mickes memorandum to
be an accurate interpretation of the law
and case law as related to the possible
annexation or boundary change. In the
event that a majority of the voters in
the Shelby County R-lV School District
do not approve the boundary change,
the vote can be appealed to a board of
arbitration, consulting of three members
of the Missouri State Board of Education.
The Mickes memorandum discussed
that arbitration process accurately
and in depth, so I will not repeat that
information. Unless the boundary
change occurs, no issue regarding
apportionment will arise at this time. In
the event that a boundary change does
occur, the process of apportioning the
debt and/or payment from Macon County
R-1 School District to Shelby County
R-lV School District then becomes the
primary concern. Once again, Mickes
memorandum details the applicable
statutory and case law basis regarding
the apportionment issue. Unfortunately,
neither the statutes nor prior cases have
dealt with the exact circumstances which
the two districts may potentially face.
The approval of the levy increase by the
Shelby County R-lV voters on April 3rd,
2018 could complicated this analysis
considerably as the amount of debt
apportioned to the parties will be up for
debate. The one certainty that does exist
if the boundary change occurs and the
parties cannot agree on apportionment
amounts, is costly litigation. In that event
both districts will be required to expend
valuable resources to decide the relative
levels of debt apportionment. The process
of litigating such a case could easily cost
each district several thousand dollars
and a great deal of administrative and
board time and effort.”
In the case mentioned in the Mickes
memorandum: Hermitage R-lV School
District vs. Hickory County R-1 School
District, the state found that in the
case of one district not having enough
available funds to accommodate a
payment they will owe to another
district, the state can come in and
reasonably and constitutionally, instruct
the paying school district to impose a
tax levy (temporarily) on district patrons
to acquire funds – not requiring a vote
by taxpayers. In this case, debt such as
the recently approved tax levy in Shelby
County R-lV, the Clarence Elementary,
the new Agriculture Building at South
Shelby, and any other debt that the
district may have, could be apportioned
to the Macon R-1 School District in the
event of voters approving Proposition 1
on August 7th.
Through email, I asked Macon
Superintendent Scott Jarvis, “Can you
guarantee to the Macon R-1 patrons,
that there will be NO tax increase, in
the wake of apportioning debt, assets,
etc. between both school districts if
school redistricting passes?” To which he
responded with: “I do not see a scenario
in which I believe there would be a
need to increase taxes on the patrons of
the Macon R-1 patrons. The District
currently has over 4 million in reserves
and we would see an increased revenue
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SHELBY COUNTY R-lV MEETS WITH DESE
REGARDING POSSIBLE REDISTRICTING (STAFF
RECEIVE INFORMATION)

By Ben Nelson
On May 31st, 2018, we received information
from Shelby County R-lV Superintendent, Tim
Maddex, regarding his recent visit with DESE,
accompanied by three board members: Aaron
Gaines (President), Jim Foster, and Jarrell
Foreman. Mr. Maddex forwarded this same
informational sheet to the staff of the Shelby
County R-lV School District, making them aware
of the possible impacts that redistricting may
have on the school district - should it be approved
and passed in August. The following is the letter
in its entirety:
“Shelby Co. R-IV Prop 1 Information

Proposition 1 is a ballot issue on August 7th,
2018 that if passed would redistrict the western
portion of the Shelby Co. R-IV School district into
the Macon R-1 School District. This was placed
on the ballot using State Statute 162.431, which
allows for petitioners who can attain signatures
equal to 10% of the prior school election ballots
cast to petition for a boundary change.
Impact on the Shelby Co. R-IV Schools:
Student Social Impacts:
-Friendships
-Relationship (Peer to Peer/Staff)
-Clubs, Organizations, and Athletics
-Community Organizations/Relations
Student Academic Impacts:
-Student Status
-Academic Status
-Leader in Me
-Technology 1 to 1 K-12
-Course Offerings/Program of Studies
-Loss of Scholarships (Locally Funded)
Financial Impacts: (Using the loss of a combined
240 elementary, middle school, and high school
students and Assessed Value loss of $27,737,151 currently, district wide total of Assessed Value is
an estimated $63 million)
-Loss of Local Taxes of $1,041,880 using current
$3.75 tax rate
-Loss of State Aid Due to loss in Average Daily
Attendance
-Loss of Federal Aid, which will require the state
to do a new poverty census
-Increase of Local Tax Rate due to the loss of
Assessed Value.
Election Results What Ifs: RSMO 162.431
1) If the ballot issue is defeated in both school
districts, no changes will take place
2) If the ballot is defeated in one of the school
districts and passes in the other district the ballot
issue then can be appealed to the Missouri State
Board of Education, within the next 15 days. The
appeal can come from either school district or by
a majority of signers of the petition requesting
a vote on the proposal. The appeal would go
before a Board of Arbitration composed of three
members, none of whom can be a resident of
either district. The arbitration hearing will be
held in a neutral location and school districts
can be represented by legal counsel. The board
of Arbitration Hearing has to take place within
20 days of the appointment by the State Board of
Education. A decision by the Board of Arbitration
shall be rendered not more than thirty days after
the matter is referred to the board.
3) If the ballot passes in both school districts it
becomes effective immediately.
Board of Arbitration Information:
The Board of Arbitration that is appointed by the
State Board of Education shall base its decision on
the following three criteria:
1) The presence of school-aged children in the
affected area
2) The presence of actual educational harm to the
school-aged children, either due to a significant
difference in the time involved in transporting
students or educational deficiencies in the district
which would have it boundary adversely affected

stream of approximately 1.8 million
a year. However, I cannot guarantee
the sun will come up tomorrow. The
state statue says debt at the time of the
election not future debt. From what I can
tell, the only debt Shelby County R-IV
currently has is a 1-million-dollar loan.
Macon County R-I may be responsible
for approximately 30% of that debt.
The proposed building project Shelby
County R-IV is planning for has not been
financed, and it should not be considered
debt at the time of the election. If this
issue were to pass Macon County R-I
could receive up to 30 % of Shelby County
R-IV’s fund balance or approximately 1
million dollars. The revenue we would
receive from their fund balances would
be used to pay for any debt we may have.
I know there has been statements the
Clarence building is worth six million
dollars. I find this number hard to believe
when their new building they propose to
build is much larger and is being built
to hold the students from both of their
elementary schools. The cost of this new
building is approximately $7,750,000.00.
A portion of the Clarence Elementary
building is almost 90 years old and the
other addition is approximately 37 year
old. I have also shared the old MO DOT
building as a comparable in which I
believe its value is much greater than
the Clarence Elementary building is. In
the end it will only be stated Mr. Jarvis
cannot guarantee a tax increase; however,
I do not believe there are any guarantees

3) The presence of an educational necessity, not
of a commercial benefit to landowners or to the
district benefitting for the proposed boundary
adjustment.
Impact on Fund Balance, Cost of Building,
Equipment and Debt:
Both school districts shall make a just and proper
adjustment and apportionment of all school
property, real and personal, including moneys
and alike apportionment of indebtedness, if any,
to and among the school districts. In making the
adjustment and apportionment of property and
indebtedness mentioned in above the assessed
value of land acquired by to taken from the
districts, as compared with the assessed value of
the other land in the districts, as well as the value
of the school grounds, together with the buildings
thereon, and the furniture and equipment therein, and any other school property in the districts,
shall be taken into consideration in determining
the amount, if any, that shall be paid by one
district to another or in the apportioning the
indebtedness, if any, that shall be assumed and
paid by any of the districts. The adjustments and
apportionments of property and indebtedness
shall be made by the school boards of the several
districts concerned, before or during the first
school year after the boundaries are changed.
(RSMO 162.031) This means that the districts
would have to decide on what each district would
get and the cost for these items. This piece of the
agreement can be resolved using legal counsel.
As stated in court case, Hermitage R-IV School
District vs. Hickory County R-1 School District,
when the transfer of apportionments took place, it
forced Hickory County R-I to have to increase it’s
taxation to it’s patrons to meet the requirements
to pay off the agreement between the schools. It is
of the opinion of Mickes O’Toole Law Firm that
“the two districts will be required to apportion
district assets and indebtedness. South Shelby
would be losing both real property as well
as a portion of the increased revenue stream
generated by the recent tax levy”. “Missouri
courts have not examined the transfer of a tax
levy obligation from a portion of one district to
another. However, in the present case, the tax
levy approved by voters on April 3rd was passed
in order to repay the construction debt associated
with the construction of the new elementary
school building in Shelby School District… The
voters within the existing boundaries of the
District approved the tax levy to repay the cost
of the elementary building, ultimately approving
indebtedness in excess of $7.5 million over a
twenty (20) year period. As such, if a portion of the
Shelby School District is transferred to the Macon
School District, the districts MUST take into
consideration the indebtedness that the voters
approved in order to build the new elementary
school building and the revenue stream to repay
such debt. If Macon school district receives South
Shelby’s school buildings and other assets, Macon
is also obligated by statute to be apportioned the
indebtedness of Shelby. Based on prior court
holdings and the language of the state statutes,
it would be reasonable that the court would
recognize the tax levy utilized to repay the cost
of the school infrastructure as indebtedness.
As such, the tax levy approved by voters prior
to any annexation or change to boundaries of
Shelby School District may be included in the
appropriation and payment by Macon to Shelby”
Tuition Information:
Nonresident students may be permitted to
attend the District schools upon payment of
tuition provided the student is not barred from
enrollment by provisions of the Safe Schools
Act. Tuition rates will be determined annually
by the Board of Education on the basis of the
per-pupil cost for the preceding year including
operation, maintenance, and debt service of the
schools. (Board Policy 2240) Current tuition rate
is set at $7,800 per year per student for the Shelby
County R-IV School District. School district
can wave tuition rates, but open themselves up
for liability and discrimination lawsuits so it
isn’t recommended that the Board of Education
approve a waiver. If redistricting would occur,
students in redistrict area would be required to
pay tuition or if the new school is getting State
Aid for those students, then the school district
would be on the hook for the tuition costs for
those students.”

in anything we do in life.”
As far as taxes go, there is a big question
surround the idea of whether or not the
Clarence Area Residents if redistricted,
will have to pay the recently approved
school tax of .73 cents. The State Auditor
and Attorney General’s opinion state
that if Shelby County R-lV sets their tax
rate before the boundary change occurs,
that patrons in the area could pay the
.73 cents up to one year. Mickes O’Toole
disagrees with the opinion of the State
Auditor/Attorney General stating that
this issue is far from clear – citing that
Missouri Courts have never examined
a tax obligation transferring from one
portion of one district, to another. Jill
Wilson (State Auditor’s Office) also states
that Macon R-1 Tax Payers will only
pay Macon R-1 Taxes. If both districts
involved cannot agree on apportionment
of assets, debt, etc. if voters approve
of redistricting on August 7th, the
matter will go to the state to make the
apportionment. Most of the specifics on
debt, if taxes will be raised, who pays
what, how much someone pays, etc. will
be determined after voters head to the
polls on August 7th. Money that will
cost both districts to litigate the specifics
of apportionment of debt, assets, etc. if
voters approve of Prop 1., quoted in the
Shelbina Weekly, Shelby County R-lV
Superintendent, Tim Maddex stated,
“That is money that we could be putting
toward our students.”
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
For those who do not
know me, I am Charlene
Brengle. I graduated
from South Shelby in
2008, and my husband,
Jason Brengle, graduated in 2005. We were
born and raised in Shelby County. We now
have three boys, Blake a 4th grader and
Braylen a 1st grader at Shelbina Elementary,
and Knox who is soon to be 3. I love my
school, my town and my county. I would
like to express appreciation to our school
board members and administrative staff that
has went above and beyond to have the best
interest of all the students in our district. I
can imagine that serving on a board is not an
easy job and this consolidation/redistricting
has made it even more difficult.
As I write this letter, I am heartbroken,
frustrated, and confused. I have seen the
struggles of kids who already have so many
things to worry about, now worried about
being forced to switch schools. Many have
expressed sorrow as they have been told
that they will not only be forced to move
away from their friends, teachers, and school
but they will move from their homes if the
redistricting is not passed.
I am appalled that an incident that may or
may not have happened fifty years ago is still
affecting people’s actions today and those they
think our children care about those things!
There is no need for a competition between
Clarence and Shelbina in our district. We are
not Shelbina people or Clarence people but
we are South Shelby people. We are humans
in Shelby County trying to do what is best
for the future of our families. I mourn for the
division that has occurred between families,
friends and neighbors.
I am frustrated with the small group of
people who thought that redistricting would
be a better idea than to consolidate schools...
Those of use against redistricting continue to
ask questions and often we receive only the
same few answers. Those for redistricting
continue to go back and forth as they try
to present the same information just in
different words or no answers at all. First,
we heard that the education received in the
Shelby County R-IV School District is not as
good as the one that could be received from
Macon County R-I because they offer more.
The Cardinal Kids United and the Shelby
County R-IV School Board have presented
factual information that proves otherwise.
Then, it was said that a group of Shelby
County residents are always being outvoted.
However, one of the board
members in the last election
was not voted for by the
majority in Shelbina and yet
they still received a seat on
the board, They also stated
they are never hears and
we did not see any of those
people stand up and speak at
a board meeting. It’s hard to
hear someone if they don’t
communicate.
After listening to many
speaks I truly believe all
of this boils down to a
.73 cent tax increase. At
the ETO meeting Macon
held recently, it was stated
several times that they
would have to pay that .73
cent increase regardless if
the redistricting occurred.
The problem with this is
there has not been a definite
answer given as to whether
or not those affected by the
redistricting will have to pay
that increase or not. We are
at a point where unknowns
are not am option. We need
definite answers, we need
certainty, and we need to
ensure that we are making
the right decisions as we
are creating a legacy for our
next generations to look up
too. It is unacceptable at this
point, for there to be any
unknowns!
I am vexed with those who
have talked down about
our school, teachers, and
administrators. Have we
made mistakes as a school,
you bet, but there is not a
school in the world that is
perfect. I believe that we,
Shelby County R-IV, strive
to always to do our best. I
am annoyed by those who
have spent too much time
trying to tear our school
and communities down. We
should be building up our
communities! That is not
an example I want to set for
my children. I am confused
by those that feel that our
school is so terrible. Yet not
one word was said until Prop
Kids passed. I am baffled by
how many willingly threw
away our students opinions
away as they have developed
an educated voice and feel
like they should have a say
because after all this affects
them too! I am bewildered
by those who think that
this entire situation, if
passed wouldn’t have a
larger impact than just the
closing of the buildings. I
am puzzled by the answer, or
the non-answer, given by an
ETO (Excellence Through
Opportunity)
member,
when asked a question about
taxes she responded with,
“That is an unanswerable
question by ETO, and can
be directed to Mr. Jarvis
and the Macon County R-1
Board of Education. Given
that arbitration has never
been used in Missouri
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under these circumstances, I don't know
that anyone can answer that question, simply
because it has never happened before.” Are
we as a community supposed to be ok with
any unknowns? No we should not! For that
reason I am asking all voters to please make
sure that you vote even if you think the
redistricting will not pass I am encourage
you to go vote NO! If you are still on the
fence, please vote NO, our children and
grandchildren’s futures are not worth the risk
associated with the unknowns!
Thank you,
Charlene Brengle, Mom, Wife,
Friend, Community Member, and
Aid at Shelby County R-IV

Dear Editor,
After living away for nearly 20 years, Selena
and I made a life changing decision to move
back to Shelby County to raise our two
daughters, Kaylee and Hannah. We never
thought this would happen, but after a lot
of life reflection, we felt the need to move
back “home” to Shelby County in 2014. We
certainly have not been disappointed with
this decision and thank God for pointing us
in the right direction.
One of the factors that went into our decision
to move back to Shelby County was ensuring
a quality education for our children like we
experienced during our childhood years. In
looking back on my personal experiences
in the Shelby County R-IV system, I’m very
appreciative and indebted to all the great
administrators, teachers, and staff that
helped prepare me for the future. In fact,
the education I received in the Shelby County
R-IV system helped me obtain a bachelor,
masters, and doctorate degree which has
served me well in my professional career. In
addition, Selena completed her bachelor’s
degree in elementary education and taught
for several years before starting our family.
Based on our own personal experiences in the
Shelby County R-IV system and the countless
success stories of other South Shelby alumni,
there were no concerns regarding our kids
receiving a quality education.
Since moving back, our children have
attended the Shelbina Elementary and South
Shelby Middle Schools with both having
very positive educational experiences to
date. Although a lot has changed since I

was in school, one thing certainly remains
-- and that is the fact we still have awesome
administrators, teachers, and staff that are
making long-lasting and positive differences
in our children’s lives.
To advance educational opportunities for
my own children and other students, I have
been serving as a Shelby County R-IV Board
Member since 2017. As a board member,
I recognize it is my responsibility to see
that the school is run well while providing
the best educational resources possible for
our students. To that end, I try to make
decisions that are in the best interest of our
students and taxpayers. This past year, Shelby
County R-IV has certainly experienced some
highs and lows as it pertains to advancing
educational opportunities in the best interest
of our students and taxpayers and is the
impetus for me to write this letter.
On April 3rd, the voters of this district passed
a ballot initiative known as Proposition
KIDS that calls for the construction of a
new elementary school at the South Shelby
campus. Although this should have been a
celebration for patrons in the Shelby County
R-IV system given the positive benefits for all
our district students, it was quickly dampened
by a redistricting initiative that had been
looming in the background for some time as
“leverage” to shutdown Proposition KIDS.
You see, a small group of patrons
purposefully targeted community members
without school-aged children in the Shelby
County R-IV District to sign a redistricting
petition with the purpose of using it as
“leverage” to defeat Proposition KIDS.
I personally was witness to this back in
February when one of the redistricting leaders
requested a meeting with myself and another
board member where this person tried to
use the redistricting petition as “leverage”
to get us to stand down Proposition KIDS.
We encouraged this person to present this
information at the Board meeting indicating
that this would have to be a board decision,
and this person refused to present their work.
Now fast forward to May where my wife had
an exchange with a different redistricting
leader and here is the exact quote from that
person: “I would consider pulling the petition
if the April election is called null and void.
The consolidating elementary schools should
have never been put on the ballot”. Once
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again, the redistricting
initiative is not about
what’s best for kids -- it’s
only about “leverage”. It
is sickening to see the
damage this situation
has caused for our students, district, families,
and communities. We moved back here
so our kids could have the same positive
experiences we both had in the Shelby
County R-IV system, and it is difficult to
stand by and watch while some attempt to
take that away from my children as well as
the others in this district. Furthermore, the
rhetoric, lies, threats, and accusations being
made by redistricting supporters against the
Shelby County R-IV District are unnecessary,
and it needs to stop.
The Shelby County R-IV system is far
from perfect, but we have some of the best
administrators, teachers, and staff that work
tirelessly to provide the best education,
opportunities, and experiences for our kids. I
personally want to recognize Superintendent
Maddex for all his hard work on navigating
this difficult situation and his passion for the
kids of the Shelby County R-IV District.
Furthermore, I want to thank our
administrators, teachers, staff, board
members, district patrons, and friends to the
North for supporting our KIDS in the Shelby
County R-IV District -- Cardinal Pride!
Respectfully,
Dr. Aaron Gaines, School Board President
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Dear Editor;
My name is Rhonda Crow. My husband and
I live in Macon. My husband has lived here
all his life and I have lived here for 46 years.
We don’t have children in either Macon nor
South Shelby School. But my husband and
our daughter both graduated from Macon
School. And we are registered voters, property owners and tax payers.
Tuesday August 7th my husband and I will
both be voting NO on the Clarence\Macon
School redistricting issue. Our reasons follow.
I HAVE talked to several families, who have
children in Clarence\South Shelby school.
I have not talked to a single parent that has
said they want to redistrict! All I’ve talked
to said they don’t want to redistrict. This is
a major thing since this is about Clarence.
I HAVE heard a lot of talk about some Shelby County landowners taxes being lower if
they can redistrict to Macon. Money isn’t a
good enough reason to divide a school district and do unknown damage to South Shelby School and families.
I HAVE heard from several Macon friends
that want Prop 1 to pass because they think
our tax bill will get paid off sooner with the
large amount of money Macon will make off
of redistricting. I’ve also heard about a school
employee that has stated we will get a new
school if Prop 1 passes! Where did that come
from? I’ve heard how much money Macon
School will make off of this if Prop 1 passes
but again money is not a good reason to divide a school district and do unknown damage to South Shelby School and families.
I HAVE heard how Macon has a better
school than South Shelby. That has been
proven to NOT BE TRUE. Each school has
it’s advantages and disadvantages but one is
not better than the other. Both schools offer
an excellent education. And the people who
have attempted to run down either school
in hopes of swaying votes should be very
ashamed of themselves!
I am telling you that if Macon school is going to profit largely from this redistricting
then South Shelby will lose largely! That is
just common sense. There are so many unknowns to Prop 1. This is a fact that has been
stated by Macon School, South Shelby school
and the DESE! The unknown alone is enough
reason to vote NO on Prop 1. But if that’s not
enough for you how about if you vote yes you
can pat yourself on the back for attempting to
divide and tear apart our neighboring school!
You can pat yourself on the back for the lost
jobs at South Shelby. You can pat yourself on
the back for forcing a large group of people
into something they do not want.
So I am asking you to stand with Clarence
parents/students/residents and the South
Shelby School and VOTE NO on Prop 1
Tuesday. I plan to with a clear conscience.
Thank you,
Rhonda Crow, Macon, Missouri

Dear Editor,
The end of the struggle is near. Should
Clarence remain at South Shelby, how
will we be received, what percentage
will truly appreciate we are still here
without bias to be accepted as an equal
from this point forward. The pattern of
our schools fifty year history attributes
to good odds. This power play will be
played out again for there will be another
younger progressive generation with a
loud voice expecting more at whatever
cost once again. This same process has
played out time and again. The future
incentives may be smaller than the one
we have just witnessed for just about
all has been given at this time. Will we
once again have to battle for the scraps
that are left to capitalize on. Who do
you think will win? Look back before
you place your bets. This healing process will outlive several decades before
we have reached a neutral point between
the east and the west. Fifty years of trying have been set back beyond comprehension. Is it not up to us as a whole
to avoid this slow rebuild to get back to
ground zero. The short time of redistricting, along with concessions of goodwill
in place to help diffuse the tension that
comes with a sorely needed change, will
put us all ahead by decades as compared
to the alternative of continual in-house
squabbling, at the expense of the following generations yet to arrive. A school’s
pride in itself is not turned off and on like
a light. To start at ground zero and work
forward will definitely serve the new near
term generations better. Yes, I am talking
about the kids who need not be born into
the history and heritage of periodic tugs
of war that are laced with discontent and
bad feelings towards the opposing district before compromise may be considered or not. This pattern has presented
itself as the byproduct of the wrong approach time and again. Considering the
position we have taken against ourselves
as a united school system it would appear
best for each district to go their own way.
The children before, along with us, have
had to adapt to this past record which
speaks for itself. To make the same mistake time after time while still expecting
a different outcome does not lend itself
to genius. Clarence never had a choice
until now. We have only one chance to
get this cycle stopped. Failure to move on
this opportunity will seal the deal for the
generations to come. They will remain to
fill the position we have left for them to
deal with on their own without a positive
option which we have now, not later to
utilize, (it is now or never). Surely Clarence will not kick the can down the road,
the stop sign is here before us. Common
sense must prevail to progress towards a
positive outcome for both east and west.
This mental burden can be erased for the
benefit of future generations. True progress would be to agree to disagree in reC
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gard to how we achieve our educational
goals. Each district needs to follow their
own path, what each sows they will reap.
In turn, we can prosper or not, without
the expense or aid of the other. Is this
not reasonable and fair considering the
circumstances. Stop the feud and work
on being fellow Shelby Countians. Surely
we can and will achieve a more harmonious outcome, take the school divide out
of the equation and let’s get on with our
lives. Why continue to live now without
harmony due to a historically strained
union. Stress can strengthen if taken in
small doses, whereas if received over an
extended period of time will do more
damage than good. This opportunity
for change is here for now only, not later. Study your lessons well for the future
generations to give them a leg up rather
that finish up where we left off. Life is
short and even shorter when you do not
have peace of mind.
Paul Hutherson
Dear Editor,
As the Proposition 1: Boundary Change
issue gets closer to being decided on August 7th, many want to know the backdrop that prompted this action by residents of Clarence. This letter will provide
context on how the decision to pursue
redistricting was derived. Shelby County
RIV has discounted input from the western side of our district from immediately
after the vote to consolidate in the early
60‘s. Before the vote to consolidate, the
high school was to be built at Lentner or
at least that was the understanding of the
people in the Clarence School District.
Today many from the western side believe
this was the first of many lies to come.
That the people in power from Shelbina
never intended to build the high school
at Lentner but rather much closer to
Shelbina. It is doubtful that the people in
the Clarence School District would have
voted to consolidate if they had known
the truth. There was a “gentlemen’s agreement” that the elementary schools would
always be in the communities of Clarence
and Shelbina. There was a “gentlemen’s
agreement” to keep equal representation
on the board from the former districts of
Clarence and Shelbina. For the first 20
years the agreements were honored. In
the early 80’s the old three story Clarence
Elementary needed replaced. The building issue passed overwhelmingly. Everyone understood that the favor would be
returned when the Shelbina buildings
needed to be replaced. However in the
early 90’s when the Shelbina Junior High
building needed replaced the people in
power from Shelbina sought to combine
junior highs from each community. On
April 6th 1993 a bond issue was put on
the ballot to consolidate the Clarence and
Shelbina Junior Highs at the high school
location. The western side of the district
saw this as a violation of the “gentlemen’s
agreement”. The western side of the district voted 74% NO, Shelbina voted 67%
yes. The issue failed short of the 4/7th
needed to pass. Clearly the western
side wanted to keep their junior high in
Clarence. The western side would have
happily voted to replace both Shelbina’s
junior high and elementary keeping the
building in Shelbina. Just four months
later, August 6th 1993, the issue was put
on the ballot again. This time as a lease
purchase which only needed a simple
majority. Shelbina with over twice as
many voters, outvoted the western side.
After the August 6th 1993 vote we were
told that even though the junior highs
would be taken out of the communities
the two elementary schools would always
remain in Clarence and Shelbina. With
that assurance, 6 months later on February 2nd 1994 the western side voted yes
for an additional levy needed for additional classrooms to be built at the Shelbina Elementary. The western side also
voted yes on June 5th 2001 and April 3rd
2012 for operational levies. In 2013 the
people in power from Shelbina began to
push for consolidating the Clarence and
Shelbina Elementary schools. The old
part of the Shelbina building was needing replaced. When the rooms were built
on to the Shelbina building in 1995 the
plan was to replace the rest of the Shelbina Elementary when the middle school
was paid off. Instead they claimed the old
building at Clarence had a mold problem
and a deteriorating foundation and was
unsafe for kids and staff. Therefore, we
just needed to abandon our 30 year old
building at Clarence and the 18 year old
addition to the Shelbina building and
build a consolidated elementary at the
high school and middle school location.
We asked what it would cost to abate the
mold problem and fix the foundation.
Experts were called and found no mold
and nothing wrong with the foundation. With this information the people
in power from Shelbina changed tactics
and claimed the Shelbina Elementary
building was becoming unsafe for students and staff. The western side of the
district asked the board to run a building
issue to build a new Shelbina Elementary
at Shelbina and to maintain the Clarence
Elementary. The people in power from
Shelbina ignored the wishes of the western side of the district. On April 7th 2015
a bond issue was on the ballot to consolidate the Clarence and Shelbina Elementary schools at the high school and
middle school location. The issue failed.

The western side of the district voted 94%
NO. Next, instead of addressing any issues with the Shelbina Elementary Building the board decided to borrow upwards
of 2 million dollars, without the vote of
the taxpayers, to build a new Ag building.
We were told no additional building issues would be pursued until the Ag building was paid off. In the Summer of 2017
the people in power from Shelbina began
an all-out assault on the western side of
the district, demanding the Clarence Elementary to be closed and students be
bussed to the Shelbina Elementary until
a new building could be built at the high
school/middle school location. Information from the people in power from
Shelbina showed the cost per student at
Clarence to be much higher than Shelbina. Strangely this was not mentioned as
an issue previously (2013 or 2015). This
was obviously the latest tactic to close
the Clarence Elementary. Enrollment
projections for Clarence showed a large
decrease, only 7 Kindergarteners and
9 Pre-K students for 2018-2019 school
year. Many from the western side of the
district believed the cost per student and
enrollment numbers to be misleading
and inaccurate. An independent canvas
of children in the area, that would be in
Kindergarten and Pre-K for the coming
year, showed 16 Kindergarteners and 18
Pre-K. When this info was shared with
the administration and school board,
they said their numbers of 7 & 9 were accurate. The board “fast tracked” a ballot
issue. On February 5th 2018 at a special
school board meeting one of the school
board members from Shelbina stated “it
takes 51% to pass the building issue but
it only takes 4 votes from the board to
close one of the schools, and we have the
votes”. Another Shelbina board member
then said we need to close the Clarence
Elementary, with other Shelbina board
members agreeing. The superintendent
was directed to put this on the agenda for
the board to take action at the next meeting. On April 3rd 2018 the ballot issue
to consolidate the Clarence and Shelbina
Elementary schools was a lease-purchase
that needed a simple majority to pass.
The western side voted 84% NO which
had about 30 more no votes than in 2015
but was not enough to defeat the issue.
A week after the vote, Kindergarten
Roundup at Clarence resulted in 16 Kindergarteners and 18 Pre-K students for
the 2018-2019 school year. The following
two statements influenced the decision
to pursue Changing School Boundaries:
1. The belief that Macon County R-I, like
most school districts, forge partnerships
to include all patron’s input in making
decisions. 2. The knowledge that Macon
R-I offers far more opportunities for our
students than Shelby R-IV. We believe
this will lead to a better education for our
students, better future for our children
and community.
Respectfully,
Excellence Through Opportunity
Donna Collins treasurer
Dear Editor,
I would like to thank everyone in the Shelby
County R-IV School District who has created, raised, and produced what the District
is today. The marriage that took place with
Clarence and Shelbina decades ago should be
an annual celebration.
A little over eight years ago while residing
in the Palmrya area; my wife and I were having a difficult time deciding where would be
the best place to raise our four young children. We were not limited by job location
and checked school systems from Vandalia
to Centralia to Cairo Macon and back. All
except Shelbina. My assumption had been Great town but not close to anything and not
much there.
We were looking for a school district we
could commit to for our children to go
through from K through 12. Wherever we
settled would forever be a big part of our
kids upbringing and childhood. The school
and community would greatly influence how
and what a child learns as they are shaped
and molded on how they live and conduct
themselves for the rest of their entire life.
This to me was a huge, all important major
decision.
Not long before the start of the 2010-11
school year, the year our oldest would enter kindergarten, I agreed to include Shelby
County R-IV on the list. we came to Shelbina
one day, and right before I left, in only a moment I knew, without a trace of doubt, this
had to be the right place and school district
in which to raise our children. It was a very
comfortable feeling.
Curriculum, schools are of utmost importance but still only a part of a child’s learning and growing experience. In 1990, I began
meeting and getting to know people from all
parts of Shelby County either personally or
through business. If I had a to collectively
identify the common trait of all them in two
words, it would be - Good People. I’ve liked
and respected them for who they were. Another common denominator, though more
subtle, whether they agreed or disagreed on
anything, was they all had something in common, a kinship of sorts I was a little jealous
of. I could sense in the end, they all looked
out for one another.
All these people I have known had a little
different history and heritage, Clarence or
Shelbina, town raised or in the country. The
one obvious common denominator was they
were all brought up in the Shelby County
R-IV School District. They were all members
of the family known as Shelby County R-IV.
God/our churches, Families/our home life,
Occupations/our livelihood - all the differences, yet all a part of the mix in what our
children learn and how they develop. It is the
school system though that is the heartbeat

and blood that makes everything flow together. It holds everything community wide
together and has continually produced good
people. I couldn’t be happier or more grateful for what the community has done for my
children.
I voted against consolidation when the issue
first came up. But I was sad because I knew
in my heart I was only helping postpone the
inevitable. Like many changes in the past,
economics and government involvement
would cause unwanted change. I’ve seen it
many times.
This school issue essentially started over a
money issue. How many families have not
dealt with that? Mistakes were made. How
many of us wouldn’t like to have some - Do
overs?
What happened?
Did we lose sight of getting some guidance
from God? Did the Virtues of God’s will like
Mercy, Understanding and Forgiveness slide
behind personalities? Did the negative Vices
were are confronted with like anger, resentment and revenge give way to wanting to be
right instead of getting it right?
What I see looming, perhaps coming, is the
marriage that has served two communities so
well in the Family they created, is headed to
Divorce Court. Were the mistakes made so
egregious as to be equivalent to Adultery to
warrant to justify a divorce? Was disputing
how to fund the family the best way for all
concerned - really that bad?
If this family divorces, what will this do to
the children? The family west of here has offered to adopt them. They are a good family
that I’m sure operates in the students’ best
interest. They have stated positive things to
appease everyone. Yet nothing is etched in
stone. Because of government involvement,
etc... the ultimate fate of Clarence students
may be decided by a judge of sorts. I don’t
know.
If a divorce occurs, and the Clarence kids
are taken by Macon, how many decades will
pass before an excited kid can say to a new
friend, “Did you know your mom and my
mom went to school here? And they even
know each other!” How long before they feel
the security a sense of family provides? For
parents/grandparents, how long before you
feel comfortable sitting in the Tigers bleachers?
When I first drafted this letter, it was about
four times as long. One of the points I would
like to make is I believe the best thing both
communities have as an asset to reverse a declining population of the Shelby County R-IV
district. It’s the best kept secret I’m aware of.
My two older boys’ lives in middle school
were enriched when they met their cousins
from Clarence, and i hop vice-versa. Maybe
it’s better they all meet six years sooner after
all. I know kids from both school districts.
As I finished the first draft I wrote, by chance
a middle school student from Clarence was
here.
I said “hey, get serious, I have a question I
need a straight answer on.” He said “Ok.” I
asked, “What do all the Clarence kids think
of this election coming up with the school?”
Without a moment’s hesitation he said, “Oh,
they all want NO, they want to stay in South
Shelby.” I then asked, what do the parents
think, he replied “I don’t know, I don’t talk to
them.” Remember who you are voting for, if
you can vote, it certainly isn’t you.
Thanks for reading.
Sincerely,
Warren Joseph Moellering
Shelbina, MO
Dear Editor,
I am a current 8th grade middle school student and one day a hopeful graduate of the
South Shelby High School Class of 2023. I
love my school that I attend and I don’t want
to leave it. I have made my best friends at
South Shelby, or even better yet, South Shelby
is my other family.
While everyone is entitled to a choice and
a vote, when I saw the “Vote No” and “Vote
Yes” signs I knew Clarence would become divided. I knew that not only would Clarence
be torn apart from South Shelby, but my family may be separated too through redistricting. I have five brothers and one sister. My
two older brothers have already had the honor of graduating from South Shelby. I hope
to follow in those steps and I know my other
siblings do as well.
We are being told that high school students
could attend South Shelby to finish their
education. If that is something that could
happen this means I’d be separated from my
sister who is going into her junior year of
high school. While I know that she would
likely have a choice to either attend Macon
or South Shelby, I wouldn’t want her to make
the sacrifice of denying herself the school she
loves for myself and my younger elementary
age brothers. My triplet brothers who are also
best friends to each other would also likely be
separated into different classes in Macon.
I love the staff of South Shelby because they
know when something is wrong. They are always willing to go above and beyond to help.
Many times I have gone with my mom early
in the morning when she goes to work to get
extra help that I need in homework and preparing for tests. My mom and dad are smart
and educated people but they aren’t always
able to help me because of the exceptional
education I am receiving at South Shelby. The
staff is not only very caring about every one
of the students and each other, but they also
give us a quality education.
The students at South Shelby know everyone, if not by name then it is by face. We
all care about one another and that is what
makes us the Cardinal family.
“Anyone can give up; it is the easiest thing in
the world to do. But to hold it together when
everyone would expect you to fall apart, that
is true strength”.- Chris Bradford
Stay strong and united Cardinal’s
Lily Mason Clarence, MO
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
My Name is Jaelynn Hendricks
of Clarence, MO. My parents’
names are Willie and Sonya
Hendricks. I am 12 years old
and entering the 7th grade at South Shelby
Middle School. Since entering Clarence
Elementary, I became a big part of the
basketball team, even placing 4th in the State
Free Throw Competition. I also began my
cheerleading career. This coming year, I
have been extremely fortunate to make the
Competition Cheer Squad as well. I want
to continue both playing basketball and my
cheerleading at South Shelby.
My mom went to Macon school K-12
where she graduated. I’ve had two brothers
graduate from Macon, but when my family
moved to Clarence, one year before I was
born, two of my brothers attended the South
Shelby School District. This made a huge
difference to my oldest brother. Not only
did he “break out of his shell”, but his grades
improved. It was a smaller school, and he
could be himself, as we all are.
I have made so many friends here. Not just
in Clarence, but in Shelbina and the other
smaller towns in our district. I’ve grown with
them and we are close.
The teachers and staff here are amazing! I
can go to them for anything, and they help
and treat you like you’re their own kid. I
am in no way putting Macon down and its
school system, but I think everybody needs
to stop and think about the kids from my
standpoint. The one that is, is our amazing
Superintendent, Mr. Tim Maddex.
I believe that things should stay the way
they are. Change can be good sometimes,
but I don’t believe this is one of those times.
If it comes down to it, we will move to stay in
South Shelby, to support my CARDINALS,
TEAMMATES, AND CLASSMATES 100%!
I shouldn’t be forced to do something I
don’t want to do. I have worked hard to be
where I am at, and I shouldn’t be forced to
say goodbye to most of my friends. Please
take all this into consideration when you go
to vote.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Jaelynn Hendricks

Dear Editor,
Hello. My name is Hailey Douglass from
Shelbina. I am 16 years old and going into
my junior year of high school at South
Shelby. I currently serve as the South Shelby
FFA Corresponding Secretary, FCCLA Vice
President of Community Service, and I
served as the class treasurer last year. I also
have the honor of being a varsity cheerleader
for the South Shelby Football team this
coming year.
I want to start off by saying that when I
walk through the halls of South Shelby I
have never thought of my peers as being
“Clarence vs Shelbina”. Some of you may
think that as Shelbina kids we think more
highly of ourselves than a kid that comes
from Clarence. I’m here to tell you, that is
simply not the case. I think of ALL OF US
as South Shelby Cardinals that just happened
to live in different towns. I remember joining
the Clarence kids in 6th grade & I will
never forget the bond that was immediately
formed between the class of 2020. Please
don’t take that bond away from us. I love all
of my Clarence friends as much as I love my
Shelbina friends. I want to be able to share the
experiences of graduating & going our own
ways in 2 years.
As I drive through the town of Clarence
and the town of Shelbina I cannot help but
get emotional. I know that things are never
going to be the same, and all I can do is hope
and pray that we can find a way to repair
the damage, and move forward, instead of
looking back at something that happened
50+ years ago. “United we stand, divided we
fall”. The adults in this community need to
put aside their differences, unite, and make
South Shelby even better than it was before.
South Shelby is an amazing school with an
amazing staff and amazing students. I LOVE
South Shelby. This year I had the opportunity
to mentor one of the kindergarten classes
in Shelbina. It was this year that I realized
how much teachers do for their students.
Especially South Shelby students. When I
walk through the halls of South Shelby, I
feel like I am at home. I know that if I was
going through something tough, my teachers
and administrators would be right there
to help. They are always helping. That’s the
best thing about going to a small school.
You always know you have a shoulder to
cry on or to celebrate with. South Shelby
students are familiar with the their teachers
& administrators. Please, don’t take that
away from students who truly feel that South
Shelby is their only home, and only hope.
As South Shelby students we don’t realize
how lucky we are to get as much one on one
time as we do. Like the wise words of Deacon
Windsor, “It’s harder to get an F in this
school than it is to get a C”. At South Shelby
teachers aren’t going to let you fail. They will
push you until you are where you need to be.
Angie Resa will let you come in at 7:30 in the
morning, just to make sure you understand
the lesson we learned the previous day, even
if you aren’t in her class. It’s the same for all
teachers at South, they want us to succeed. I
truly feel that when I go to college in 2 years,
I am going to be well prepared to succeed
greatly. I can thank my SS teachers for that.
Now I’m not saying that Macon High School
doesn’t offer that. I know that they have
amazing teachers as well that want you to
succeed. I’m just telling you why I love South
Shelby, and why others do too.
Redistricting WILL hurt South Shelby. 250
of our amazing students will be ripped from
us. We are already a small school. This WILL
ruin our district. Losing students, means
losing money, which could potentially mean
losing organizations, program offerings,
sports, fellow officers, scholarships, staff and
teachers. I could go on.
The students of South Shelby are depending
on you to save our district. I so strongly pray
that you will realize how detrimental this will
be to our district and students. I urge you
to VOTE NO on August 7th. CARDINAL
PRIDE & God Bless.
C
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Hailey Douglass

Dear Editor,
Much has been said about the reluctance
of the children to change schools if the
redistricting proposition should pass. This
is a letter to the children who think they
are qualified to make the decision about
Proposition 1 on August 7th.
1. You must understand that there is a broad
spectrum of circumstances to consider.
2. You must understand that a proposition
to build an unnecessary elementary school
building at a location in the eastern part of
the South Shelby District and either sell or
demolish two perfectly adequate buildings in
the western part of the district, was soundly
defeated three years ago.
3. You must understand that the bond
salesmen, architects, contractors, and the
South Shelby school board members were
unwilling to take “no” for an answer. In April
of 2018, they changed the method of securing
the funding and the percentage of votes
needed in order to build their consolidated
elementary building at South Shelby. This
action split the South Shelby community.
4. You must understand that you live in
a society that is programmed to admire
winning at all costs. Sometimes winning
involves “give and take” within the team.
Each team member is important and deserves
respect. Input from the Clarence citizens was
not seriously considered.
5. You should be grateful every day you
attend school to receive a good academic
foundation, not just to participate in a
flag waving rally. Red, white, and blue are
symbols of loyalty, not your life blood.
6. You must realize that adequate valuable
school buildings exist in the western part of
the South Shelby District and that Highway
36 is not a one way highway.
7. You must understand that the Clarence
Elementary School in the western part of the
district had the highest rating of all of the
South Shelby buildings. Buildings don’t raise
test scores, good teachers do. Sadly, Clarence
Elementary will soon be closed.
8. You must understand that all that is said
on social media is not truth. You must do
research to find the true answers.
9. You must understand that older residents
who have raised their families during the
glory days of South Shelby when enrollment
was high and the faculty exceptional, are still
passionate that you are provided the best
educational opportunities.
10. You must understand public schools
are funded by property and real estate taxes
provided in the most part by farmers and
businesses. Farm business is always risky
because of uncertain weather, rising costs
of fuel, the costs of equipment and services,
not to mention volatile markets and now
the plummeting bean market. Margins are
always slim. Additional taxes for an unneeded
school building will be devastating.
11. You must understand those who are
considering alternate districting do this
with the prospect of providing you, and just
as important future generations, with an
excellent education.
Remember these words of the Apostle Paul
in 1 Corinthians 13:11 “When I was a child,
I used to speak as a child, think as a child,
reason as a child: when I became a man I put
away childish things.”
Respectfully.
Excellence Through Opportunity,
Donna Collins treasurer
Dear Editor,
Due to all the nasty letters, comments,
threats, whatever you want to call them, on
the redistricting of school zones regarding
the children attending the Clarence
Elementary School. This is not a political
statement, anyone who knows me can attest
to the fact that I am not political. I have no
vested interest in this matter either way. I
do have a humanitarian interest in the fact
you’re dealing with the safety and welfare of
children, not the monetary and/or politics of
the adult world. As a parent I know which
is more important to me! Again this is my
opinion. You may ask, “What makes you
think you know anything about safety and
security?” Well very briefly, as this letter is
not about me, I have over 45 years Military
and civilian training and experience in the
real world, foreign and domestic, of safety
and security. Everything from a simple
escort, to the POTUS and various other high
ranking officials. And yes I can verify it. Now
this is not an attempt to incite contempt, or a
pitch to sway anyone. This is just an outside
view from a security/law enforcement point
of view.
Looking at the Macon or South Shelby
differences:
#1 Macon’s location provides the response
of emergency medical services on scene and
the asset of hospital and surgical resources
if necessary. All within minutes availability.
Sometimes “minutes” make the difference
between life and death. South Shelby would
require the call to be able to be made, the
dispatching of an ambulance, the arrival and
transportation of victim back to the hospital.
And I believe the closest one is where?
Macon...
#2
Macon provides an on sight
Resource Officer (which is an armed, fully
commissioned Police Officer), with talks of
implementing a second Resource Officer.
Very “proactive” in safety and security of
school kids and personnel. This would
provide an almost instantaneous response
to, and containment of the threat, with
the possibility of little or no injuries to the
children and/or staff. South Shelby would
have to rely on a phone call being made, the
call taken seriously and dispatched promptly,
and then the arrival time of law enforcement.
This would be a “reactive” (after the fact)
approach to safety and security. During this
time the children would have to rely on any
untrained and unarmed staff that would be
willing to sacrifice their life in order to protect
your child. The other benefit of the on sight
Resource Officers would be the insight of all

back doors, short cuts, hiding spots, most
secure spots, and quickest route to intercept
the threat. Due to the daily interaction
with staff and students, and constant
familiarization of the building during foot
patrols. South Shelby does not have this
security measure in place. And according to
sources they want to get all the kids in one
spot and then revisit that possibility. Again a
“reactive” approach!
#3 In regards to the response of needed
reinforcement to a school threat let’s look
at Macon first.
As mentioned earlier,
there’s already Resource Officer on sight.
So the threat quite possibly could already
have been intercepted and secured by the
time reinforcements arrive. If not, those
reinforcements are only minutes or seconds
away. Missouri State Highway Patrol, Macon
County Sheriff ’s Dept., and Macon City
Police Dept., are all right there within the city
limits of Macon. Response time would be
very swift. And plenty of it! South Shelby,
again after and if that phone call could be
made, would be waiting for help. Response
distance for that help would be approximately;
Shelbina City Police (4.1 miles / 6 min.),
Shelby County Sheriff ’s Dept. (16.6 miles / 22
min.), and Clarence Police Dept. (9.8 miles /
10 min.).
Again this is my own observation from my
experience in this area. I have been in the
situation of waiting for reinforcement, and
minutes seem like hours. Seconds are long
enough. And these are your children in
harms’ way. Reactive is always an after the
fact response! After someone is injured or
dead, after the disaster or crisis. I am always
for the belief of better to be prepared and not
need it, than not be prepared and need it. In
the area of safety and security of children,
anyone’s child, I am always on the side of over
prepared. Going through the loss of a child
myself, I will always be for their safety over
anyone’s. Including my own. Just things to
consider when it comes down to deciding
what part of this whole argument in more
important.
Ronald C. Barton, MAC K9 USN (ret.)

Dear Editor
My name is Amy Harre. I live in Clarence
and have two boys. My husband & I have a lot
of family who live in Clarence. We all made
a lifelong decision to be members of this
community and have our children graduate
from South Shelby. I’m writing this letter
to clear up some information about how
Cardinal KIDS United was formed. When I
first heard about the petition I thought this
has to be wrong. I can’t imagine anyone
wanting to do this to our children! This
nightmare was very true. After the vote to
combine the elementaries passed, I knew
that we had to fight for our kids. Nicole Roth,
Jennifer Johnson and I got together. We are
three moms from Clarence, who then asked
other parents in the district to come together
to help fight for ALL of our kids. So, just to
make it clear, Cardinal KIDS United was
started by a few Clarence moms who stepped
out of their comfort zone to fight for our
Cardinals. We have a few weeks left before
this nightmare is over. We will continue to
fight for our current and future Cardinals.
We ask for you to PLEASE VOTE NO on
Prop 1 on August 7th. On a final note, I want
to say to Macon R-1 patrons, I’m sorry! I’m
sorry you were drug into this district dispute!
I know you did not ask for any of this! I just
ask for you to put yourself in our shoes &
ask yourselves if this were happening to your
school and to your child, how would you feel?
PLEASE VOTE NO so our Shelby County
R-IV kids can stay in their school.
Thank you & God Bless,
Amy Harre
Dear Editor,
“A house divided against itself cannot stand”
was once said by Abraham Lincoln. President
Lincoln had to deal with the division when
he first became President. Our country was
once divided into two sides, who both had
different perspectives of how things should
be. This led to America’s bloodiest war, The
Civil War. This war divided communities,
neighbors, and even families. Division does
not find any solutions, it only destroys. In our
very own community, we see division.
This war about Prop. 1 is tearing our
community apart and many people are letting
hatred in their hearts and it is consuming
them. With the hatred growing in each other,
we forget we are neighbors and in the Mark
12 30-31, Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.
The second is to love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no commandment greater
than these.
If this proposition passes, not only will
South Shelby struggle to recover, our towns
too will be destroyed by division and hatred.
In our community we need to not let hatred
overcome us, but let love overcome us, so we
can stand united together as a family and save
our towns.
Sincerely,
Hannah Mason , Clarence, Missouri, South
Shelby Graduating Class of 2020
Dear Editor,
I’m a 16 year old from Clarence and from
what I know of the redistricting is my parents
left it up to me which school to go to. First,
I thought about my friends and Mr. Larrick,
Mr. Windsor and Ms. Collins they are my
favorites and never gave a thought to leaving
SS. But as my Mom did research about
Macon R-1 and that I could start computer
programming classes earlier, my career
choice is computer engineering by the way, it
was making sense, I can drive and I can see
my friends at night or talk on X-box. Math is
high priority me I intend on taking advanced
classes, not that South doesn’t offer them, but
last years Algebra I class, where I scored high,
but didn’t receive extra challenges, it made
me just glide by. I love challenge and trying
new stuff.
I know in 3 years I’ll be going college and

M
K

7B

leaving friends behind, but will
stay in touch and make new
friends, very similar to this
change. My friends and I talk
about this and none of us worry.
We have bigger concerns, trucks and tunes. I
go to the YMCA to work out at Macon and
me and my buds go get supplies, it’s as natural
as going to Shelbina for us. So, I ask you to
please Vote Yes in August. Don’t let change
scare you, change is life.
Sincerely,
Brad Collins, Clarence teenager

Dear Editor,
A short history of South Shelby High
School, written by someone who was there at
the beginning.
Sometime in the spring of 1961, Jim Nevins,
superintendent of Clarence Schools, called
a meeting of parents. Fifty or sixty were in
attendance. We talked about how to meet
the increasingly stringent entrance demands
of colleges by offering more classes. At the
next meeting of the Southernaires Club, we
discussed the situation. After that meeting, I
wrote the State Department, inquiring about
the procedures for combining two school
districts.
An individual from the state department
contacted me and offered to come to a
meeting at Clarence High School to discuss
the pros and cons of redistricting. After
this man spoke, the best option seemed to
be redistricting to combine Shelbina and
Clarence into one district.. The Southeraires
worked with the Forty-Niners in Shelbina
and organized a petition drive to combine
Clarence and Shelbina School Districts. We
worked together, and nobody threatened to
kick down the front doors of anyone, no one
threatened 80 year old ladies, no one was fired
because they questioned information. Today,
would there even be a South Shelby if people
lowered themselves as some do today.
However, many in Clarence had
complaints—”do we really wantd to put the
Clarence kids with the ‘mean’ Shelbina kids?
“ Also I don’t want to pay taxes to pay off the
Shelbina grade school.” It was not fun going
from door to door. Yet with the leadership
of Jim Nevins, Edgar Moore, John King
and some very wise school board members
who sought to represent the people of both
Shelbina and Clarence with truth and without
trying to conceal facts, South Shelby High
School became a reality. It became known
as one of the best high schools in the state of
Missouri, a high school whose students were
expected to be the best in every area, not
just sports but also music, and in all subject
areas. I commented to the football coach
about the number of football boys in choir,
he said, “That’s the kind of kids I want on my
football team. If a young man tries to be good
in every area, he will put out the effort to be
a on a championship football team.” (Randy
Lukehart, SS Head football Coach)
Carol Farmer, Clarence, Mo.
STATEMENT FROM SCOTT JARVIS
Macon County R-1 did not ask to be a part
of this dispute. I believe this issue should
be worked out between the good people of
Shelby County. I was visited in my office by
a person representing the Clarence group
proposing to collect signatures on a petition
in order to force a vote on changing district
boundaries. If the correct number of votes is
collected in each county the school districts
have no choice but to run the ballot in
August. If this comes to a ballot it will be the
vote of the people who will decided the issue
or possibly a state arbitrator. Knowing this
could possibly happen I think it would be
wise for us to think how we would handle the
situation if it happens. I would much rather
be prepared now than to wait until it happens.
I have spoken to most of my board members
at various times about this issue. This issue
has not been a board meeting agenda item
and I do not expect it to be unless we receive
a validated petition. I have weighed all of the
positives and negatives if this change would
happen to our district. What really matters is
what changing boundaries would do to the
students of Shelby County RIV.
Your students have developed friends and
relationships within your district. I see
forcing these students to move to another
district is a negative that far outweighs any
possible positives. I would imagine many of
their parents and grandparents are alumni’s
of Shelby County R-IV. Changing boundaries
and being included in the Macon County R-1
School District will not prevent the Clarence
School from closing. We are currently in
the process of building an addition to our
elementary building and once it is complete
we would be able to accommodate the
increase in enrollment and we would not
have to increase our staff. Leaving the school
open is not financially sound and would not
be the best way to spend tax payer money.
I have spoken with Superintendent Maddex
and it is my understanding his board is
committed tokeeping the Clarence School
open for another year if the levy passes. If
the levy does not pass I believe the Shelby
County R-IV School Board is willing to look
at options as it pertains to the
elementary schools and buildings. Once
again I believe the best scenario is for the
people of Shelby County R-IV School District
to work this out amongst themselves.
Scott Jarvis, Superintendent of Macon
County R-1
STATEMENT FROM TIM MADDEX

Over the past few months, the Shelby Co.
R-IV School District has studied the impacts
Proposition 1 has on our district. It impacts our
students greatly with both academic impacts for
those students that could be redistricted as well
as the students that would remain. It impacts the
course offerings, student status, and programs of
studies for all students. It impacts our students
socially as well. The relationships that have been
developed by our students with peers, and staff
are in jeopardy. as there are a top indicator of our
students’ success. Lastly, Prop 1 greatly impacts
the district financially. A loss of 1.8 million dollars
from the current budget will lead to cuts in staffing
and programs at the remaining schools and/or
high taxes for patrons.
Your Partner in Education, Tim Maddex,
Superintendent
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Dear Editor,
My name is Philip O’Neal and I am a resident of Shelbina. My family moved to this
area a little over 10 years ago when I started
teaching at Shelby County R-4. My son and
daughter both go to South Shelby, and both
will soon graduate. I no longer teach in the
district, but my wife does. The issue of redistricting has no bearing on me in anyway,
but it still hurts my heart in every way. I have
read all of the rhetoric from both sides, but
still cannot find a reason why anyone thinks
this is a good idea. I have said since day 1, if
anyone who thinks this is a good idea they
need to talk face to face with every kid that
this is going to affect. To this day they have
refused to meet with anyone face to face. The
group that is for redistricting is out for revenge. Revenge for what? Losing a job many
years ago? Losing a school? Because one person said they had the power to close a school?
Why is this so important to you? A lot of people are forgetting that more than one town is
about to lose a school. Shelbina Elementary
will also close when the new school is built,
but no one has said one word about that. It
is located in the center of town, and from my
porch I can hear the kids on the playground
playing. I can hear the intercom that is outside. I will miss all of that, but the fact is it
is time to become one. One Cardinal Family.
We have great kids that need to be together from day 1, not when they go to middle
school. Now, Mr. Jarvis and the Macon R-1
School Board has said that they will pay for
anyone in grades 7-12 to continue to go to
Shelby Co. R-4. If I was a voter in Macon
and I read this, I would be furious. Furious
because if we have hundreds of thousands
of dollars to give to another school district
so kids can attend there, then why did we
need to raise taxes to build onto the elementary school? Another reason to vote NO, save
your money, keep your money flowing into
your own district. There are a lot of reasons
to vote NO, but none make sense to vote yes.
I will vote no on August 7th, not because my
kids are going to be affected by this, but because of all the kids that are saying they want
no part of this, and want to remain a Cardinal forever. I encourage everyone to listen to
what the kids are saying, not someone with
a vendetta, or their own personal agenda because they are mad and upset. The kids are
who we all should be listening to! Vote NO
on Prop. 1 August 7th!! Cardinal Pride!!
Philip O’Neal, Shelbina
Dear Editor,
My name is Colby Harre. I will be 18 years
old by August 7th and I will be a voting member of our community. Like all voters, my
opinion matters. My vote will count.
First & foremost, I want you to know that
education excels at South Shelby. I believe
that since I began pre-school in this district,
my knowledge in every grade I was in, every
class I took, was accelerated. Not only is this
due to excellent teaching and high standards
set by our board of education, administration
and teachers, but by the “desire to learn” that
I now possess. This desire didn’t just happen
by chance. It happened because of the “true
trust” I have in my teachers. It’s about “relationships” that have developed over time.
Relationships that I have come to know and
love. Honestly I am scared. I have strived for
the last three years to be the best I can be in
the classroom and outside the classroom.
My dreams of becoming an FFA officer as
well as a drum major for our high school
band have finally come true. If redistricting
occurs, I will be crushed. All my hard work,
perseverance and determination will be shattered along with that dream. My class rank
will be null and void, resulting in possible
loss of scholarships that I really need for my
college education. I do not want to compete
against the South Shelby Cardinals; I want to
compete FOR them. I do not want to lose my
relationship with the faculty and staff. I don’t
want to be known as something other than a
South Shelby Cardinal! Please help me and all
my Clarence friends to remain South Shelby
Cardinals forever. Please Vote NO on Prop 1
on August 7th.
Sincerely,
Colby Harre, Hopeful graduate of South
Shelby High Class of 2019
Dear Editor,			
Over the past several months, most of us
have been made aware of the effort to redistrict students from the Clarence area to
the Macon Co. R-1 School District. When
I heard of this effort my first and current
thoughts were to hope the community in
Shelby County would work together and
come to some kind of compromise to resolve
their differences which would hold their
communities and most importantly their
school district together. When this did not
occur, several individuals followed guidelines
set forth by Missouri state law and petitioned
Macon and Shelby County citizens to ask for
the redistricting to be placed on the August
2018 ballot. Enough names were collected to
move forward with the upcoming election.
For justified reasons, this has created great
controversy in both communities as there are
strong feelings in favor as well as against the
effort. The information that has been shared
from both Macon and Shelby County Schools
have been heavily debated, individuals have
been defamed, and no doubt emotions have
been fueled by social media sites.
There is no doubt if this issue was to pass
and an arbitration board authorized the redistricting, the South Shelby School District would suffer financial loss and Macon
County R-1 would only stand to gain from it.
Whether this effort passes or fails, both Macon and South Shelby Schools will survive.
From information provided by the Macon County R-1 Superintendent and School
Board, if this issue would pass, Macon County R-1 would have the opportunity to educate
over 200 Clarence area children and monetarily receive approximately two million
dollars of extra tax revenue each year for the
next 20 years at NO cost to Macon County
citizens. With access to the extra tax money,
Macon Co. R-1 would have the ability to pay
off school buildings that are currently under
construction after waiting five years as required by school bond guidelines, complete
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other facility needs, as well as enhancing already excellent educational opportunities for
students. With the new facilities currently
under construction, Macon Co. R-1 can accommodate the extra students and ensure
small class sizes and maintain a strong educational environment.
Recently, to assist those individuals who do
not wish their children to obtain an education at Macon Co. R-1, the Macon School
Board approved a measure to pay tuition for
current 7th through 12th grade students who
wish to attend South Shelby who are from the
Clarence area. Ideas are already being shared
about keeping the current Clarence school
building open for other educational opportunities that would be utilized by several area
schools.
Many citizens in Macon County are retired
or are on fixed incomes. There is no doubt
many feel a bit financially burdened by taxation. With the extra tax income Macon
County would receive from the proposed
school redistricting, less tax money would be
needed from community tax payers to support our school. The impact from that would
trickle down and free up more opportunities
to allocate current tax income on infrastructure within our community.
I have always held the people in Shelby
County and South Shelby Schools in very
high regard. I believe they are very good
people and the education provided to their
students is of good quality. It is unfortunate
this matter has become a hot topic issue, but
in a country created by democracy I believe
the individuals who have stood up for what
they believe in and started this effort feel they
no longer have a voice of representation and
see a once in a lifetime opportunity to be a
part of Macon R-1. In my opinion, they
have followed the letter of the law and have
gone through this process to initiate needed
change. Change is hard and comes with sweat
and tears.
I publicly wish to acknowledge and thank
Macon Co. R-1 School Superintendent Scott
Jarvis and the Macon School Board. From
the very beginning they too hoped this issue
would be resolved within the Shelby County
Community, but when given this issue to deal
with they have done so respectfully and methodically. Mr. Jarvis is a man of great integrity and has gone the extra mile to ensure he
protects not only the school district he serves
but the tax payers in his district. His research
about this subject matter has taken a vast
amount of time in an attempt to only provide
factual information to potential voters. Macon is very lucky to have this man at the helm
and I am proud to say he is my friend. Many
horrible things have been said about Mr. Jarvis and our school board and I can tell you
they are not at all warranted.
It is not my purpose in writing this letter to
“campaign” for Yes votes for the redistricting,
but I do think if it does happen it will be a
great opportunity to welcome more people
and students to our excellent school district
and enhance our wonderful community.
If redistricting does occur, I can tell you the
newly acquired students will see many great
educational opportunities at Macon County
R-1. As a parent of two children who flourished and graduated from Macon R-1, I can
say we have some of the best educators in the
state. After my two children graduated from
college I asked them if they thought attending Macon School had prepared them for the
academics in college and both told me “without a doubt”. The students from Clarence will
be in good hands.
For those who oppose redistricting, I realize
this has many emotional costs. I respect your
opinion and do not discredit your position
or efforts. I do think all of us need to accept
each other’s points of view, be honorable, and
most importantly pray about the decisions
that are set to be decided on.
Sincerely,
Brent Bernhardt, Macon, Missouri
Dear Editor,
I, Amanda Collins (wife of Porter Collins
and mother to our 2 year old son) am writing this letter because as lifelong Clarence
residents we are concerned for our child’s
future.
I want to start by saying that myself and my
husband come from a line of family members
to graduate from South Shelby. This is the
only school we have known. I always pictured
our son going there as well.
There have been many things happen in the
past few months that have changed our perspective of the South Shelby school district.
We have looked into other options and were
pleased with what we found in the abundance
of opportunities the Macon School district
has to offer for our child’s future.
We learned that the County line will not
change, so we can continue living in our
home, Shelby County but give our child the
better education by going to Macon school.
As citizens of Clarence we in no way feel that
our family is being torn apart or “uprooted”
from our community. We have embraced the
possibility of becoming apart of the Macon
school district.
This is why we will be Voting Yes in August.
Sincerely, Amanda Collins, Clarence Resident
Dear Editor,
A recent letter appeared in the Shelby County Herald, and the Clarence Courier from a
former school board member with whom I
served between 1993 and 1999. As her letter states, 1993 was the first year that the
South Shelby Middle Schools were merged
into one building. She implies that the schools
were merged only to give the students a better education. What she leaves out is that the
Shelbina Jr. High building had been deemed
unsafe by the architects and engineers who
examined it after cracks began appearing in
the west wall, and bricks started falling into
the gym/auditorium.
=Concerning the matter of Clarence students receiving a weaker education, she also
argues in the 9th paragraph of her letter that
consolidating the Clarence and Shelbina middle schools has basically delivered a poorer
education for Clarence students than what
they would have received otherwise. I do not
like getting involved in this discourse, but I

feel it is a real slap in the face to the fine educators who were teaching the middle school
classes during the period of 1993-2005, when
my own children were attending school there.
Personally, its hard for me to imagine finding a more intelligent, dedicated and skilled
group of educators.
While serving on the board of education, I
never recall her raising any objection to, or
voting against any of these people during her
tenure. However, she now implies that the
school board was less than forthright to the
people in Clarence concerning the quality of
education their children would receive. If it
was so poor, then why did she stay quiet during those six years she was on the board? If a
board member thinks there is an inadequate
teacher, it is his or her responsibility to convey those concerns to the administration and
the rest of the board of education.
Now I realize that some think everyone
should be itching to be a part of the Macon School District since it apparently is
perceived by some as the Harvard of prep
schools. Yet apparently, there are a number
of Macon residents who would rather pay
tuition to send their children to Immaculate
Conception elementary school or Tri-County
Christian school, both of which are within
Macon itself. The Bevier, Callao and Atlanta
school districts are all as close or closer to
Macon than Clarence, yet they those communities aren’t racing to send their children to
Macon. I am sure that Macon is a fine school,
but apparently, not everyone wishes to send
their children there.
Finally, I did a little brainstorming, and
came up with these numbers: in the 53 years
of South Shelby’s existence, there have been
at least 13 graduates who went on to become
physicians, 11 who became attorneys at law,
8 who became pharmacists, 6 who became
veterinarians, 4 who became dentists, and innumerable engineers, nurses, educators, and
clergymen, not to mention those with graduate degrees in other areas. Likewise, there
are hundreds of graduates who have chosen
vocations in which they are very successful
and satisfied. Does that sound like an inferior school system? I think it is remarkable
for a small, rural school which does not have
the size or funding of our neighbor down the
road.
The students at South Shelby don’t want to
be separated from their friends and Cardinals
heritage, and we shouldn’t wish that upon
them.
Sincerely,
Wes Russell , South Shelby Class of ‘71.
Dear Editor,
People in the South Shelby School District,
on the East side, need to look at the advantages of Clarence merging with Macon. You will
receive 2.4 million over 3 years, without any
expenses attached to these monies. Therefore, South Shelby will gain approximately ⅓
of new school funding. In the short time of 3
years, with no interest charges, Clarence will
have generated this percentage of new school
funding by merging with Macon. Homeowners and landowners, in the South Shelby district, may not see a need to raise taxes beyond
the .73 levy to complete the task you have voted for. Actually, if you are watching your tax
dollars closely, a much smaller school addition will better serve your needs, which drops
the percentage of actual funding needed. It is
a Win Win for South Shelby, which will still
be a viable educational center for the South
Shelby School District, with 500 students still
enrolled. A lot more talk, and a little less action, may serve you well in the future (The
Art of the Deal).
All Clarence citizens are highly concerned
about our students now, and in the future, in
regard to their education. I can think of no
better springboard for quality education than
to start a student, from the beginning of their
journey, with good self esteem and pride to
reflect on, as they face the task before them.
This typically begins at home. Good karma
can set a positive tone. Logic would say avoid
a negative stigma and focus on something
better. I believe Clarence is willing and able
to do just that by joining the Macon School
District. Clarence does not seek punishment
for Shelbina. We are pursuing a higher level
of peace and neutrality for our children and
community combined. I hope that you understand.
Macon School District, Clarence is not a
lame duck, nor a rebel without a cause. Our
goal is to give our school facility a fair chance
to prove its usefulness to the Macon County
School system. If this is successful, Clarence
will have a feeling of pride from offering
something besides additional funding. Two
key words, Pride and Usefulness, in which
higher self esteem will be the harvest from
this venture, if successful. We wish to try,
with the consent of the Macon voters.
Macon School District stands to gain the
following: Annual State funding of $825,000,
close to $1,000,000 local taxes, for a total
of $1.8 million annual funds; Enrollment
roughly of 220-250, for thirteen grades (K12); Two good buildings with 28,000 square
feet of potential educational use; Room for
expansion on site, if needed, in the future;
Four lane highway access within 3/8ths of a
mile; A good gymnasium for public events, or
lower attendance events, if needed.
Both buildings are in compliance for operation. Arbitration will determine how many
assets will follow Clarence to Macon. We do
have a certain amount of fund balance and
real estate that we bring to the table.
An estimated 20 year calculation for gross
funding gain to the Macon school is $36 million, which is put against $5.5 million for the
expenses, spread over 20 years, also for absorbing the Clarence school. Net gain over 20
years is $30,450,000.00 to the Macon School
District. Clarence will bring a 13% increase to
the Macon school fund annually, which will
lower the ratio of school tax liability per taxpayer in the Macon County school system in
the future.
This economic gain is based on normal
school expenses, along with the previous
funds received by the Clarence portion for the
South Shelby School District. Keep in mind,
these are guarded estimates, no set in stone
to the dollar amount, for income or expenses, but based on experience and knowledge

of what is required to operate and manage a
public school system of this size. Win, lose, or
draw, valid information is paramount,
Thank you,
Paul Hutcherson
Dear Editor,
Much has been said about the reluctance of
the children to change schools if the redistricting proposition should pass. This is a letter to the children who think they are qualified to make the decision about Proposition 1
on August 7th.
1. You must understand that there is a broad
spectrum of circumstances to consider.
2. You must understand that a proposition
to build an unnecessary elementary school
building at a location in the eastern part of
the South Shelby District and either sell or
demolish two perfectly adequate buildings in
the western part of the district, was soundly
defeated three years ago.
3. You must understand that the bond salesmen, architects, contractors, and the South
Shelby school board members were unwilling to take “no” for an answer. In April of
2018, they changed the method of securing the funding and the percentage of votes
needed in order to build their consolidated
elementary building at South Shelby. This action split the South Shelby community.
4. You must understand that you live in a
society that is programmed to admire winning at all costs. Sometimes winning involves
“give and take” within the team. Each team
member is important and deserves respect.
Input from the Clarence citizens was not seriously considered.
5. You should be grateful every day you attend school to receive a good academic foundation, not just to participate in a flag waving
rally. Red, white, and blue are symbols of loyalty, not your life blood.
6. You must realize that adequate valuable
school buildings exist in the western part of
the South Shelby District and that Highway
36 is not a one way highway.
7. You must understand that the Clarence
Elementary School in the western part of the
district had the highest rating of all of the
South Shelby buildings. Buildings don’t raise
test scores, good teachers do. Sadly, Clarence
Elementary will soon be closed.
8. You must understand that all that is said
on social media is not truth. You must do research to find the true answers.
9. You must understand that older residents
who have raised their families during the
glory days of South Shelby when enrollment
was high and the faculty exceptional, are still
passionate that you are provided the best educational opportunities.
10. You must understand public schools are
funded by property and real estate taxes provided in the most part by farmers and businesses. Farm business is always risky because
of uncertain weather, rising costs of fuel, the
costs of equipment and services, not to mention volatile markets and now the plummeting bean market. Margins are always slim.
Additional taxes for an unneeded school
building will be devastating.
11. You must understand those who are
considering alternate districting do this with
the prospect of providing you, and just as important future generations, with an excellent
education.
Remember these words of the Apostle Paul
in 1 Corinthians 13:11 “When I was a child,
I used to speak as a child, think as a child,
reason as a child: when I became a man I put
away childish things.”
Respectfully,
Excellence Through Opportunity, Donna
Collins treasurer
Dear Editor,
Throughout the entirety of the Proposition-1 fiasco, it seems that there are two differing opinions. Which, of course, is completely understandable and is sure to follow
any type of vote in our Democratic process.
Two opinions, two sides, both different and
both sides think they are in the right. Such is
the way of any problem presented with two
choices from which to decide upon.
I present this letter to you, humbly, and also
to the people of Macon and Shelby Counties
which have been thrust in the unpleasant decision of voting on an extremely delicate matter. What started as a vote between the citizens of Shelby County and the Shelby R-IV
School District, has with ferocious swiftness,
now involved the citizens of Macon County
and Macon R-I School District as well. I wish
to offer my opinions on the whole matter, in
the hopes that the voters will take the time
and the consideration to cast their vote with
care upon researching the facts amidst the
cacophonous calls of the lobbying groups on
either side that may or may not provide the
ACTUAL facts.
However, before I begin on the facts and my
opinions therewith, I feel that there are a few
points that need to be addressed, mainly to
the citizens of Shelby County and to the Shelby County R-IV School District. Though if
the Macon County citizens wish to take note,
they may.
Both groups for and against the redistricting
of the town of Clarence and its students have
spewed such slander, misinformation, and
hateful, degrading, and abhorrent comments
against the other that I am disgusted with
the conduct of these so-called “adults”. Both
sides have differing opinions and both have a
right to such, but to say that one is right over
the other is not the case. Both sides have defended themselves in impertinent, childish,
and in uneducated actions and comments. It’s
saddening and repulsive. The sides have divided themselves into the “East District” and
the “West District” and seems to be reminiscent of a bloody war found in past history or
in a fantasy novel. Not to mention screaming
loudly of onset segregation.
My opinion, and that is what it is, mine; is
that the bullying, the childish behavior, the
outright misleading of information of the
truth and the facts, is causing the people of
Shelby Co. R-IV to seemingly return to the
most primitive of our animalistic natures.
I’m ashamed of all of the grown adults and
how they have handled this situation. I am
ashamed of the lies and the bashing. I am
ashamed of the hypocrisy of some of the citiContinuedon Page 9B
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fantasy novel. Not to mention screaming
loudly of onset segregation.
My opinion, and that is what it is, mine; is
that the bullying, the childish behavior, the
outright misleading of information of the
truth and the facts, is causing the people of
Shelby Co. R-IV to seemingly return to the
most primitive of our animalistic natures.
I’m ashamed of all of the grown adults and
how they have handled this situation. I am
ashamed of the lies and the bashing. I am
ashamed of the hypocrisy of some of the
citizens. What of the educators that were lied
to about keeping their jobs, tenured among
them? What of the education system, where it
is broken and failing the students to see their
mentors, teachers, and parents carrying on
thus? Pitting the children to a side? Forcing
and influencing them to choose in a fight that
they do not understand because of some of
the legal and adult issues that coincide with
it? How can you as adults, spout hate and hypocrisy, by bashing one another and in the
same statement say that you will pray for the
other party? I realize that this behavior happens in any heated topic, but just the same. I
pray for you all.
I went to South Shelby High School. I
graduated and I believe I am a smart, strong
individual because of it and because of my
educators that taught me. I had my fair share
of angsty teenage woes, bullying and self-esteem among them, but Clarence Elementary
is where I started. Clarence Elementary I am
most thankful for. Starting at a smaller school
with smaller class sizes, where the teachers
could work with us better, helped me out immensely before I went to South Shelby Middle School to stretch my wings out and grow.
That last paragraph leads me to my opinions
on the whole matter in and of itself. There
have been issues with this consolidation from
the very moment that it was proposed and
added to a ballot. How it was pushed too hard
and too fast onto the citizens of Clarence.
How the district is lying about the district
taxes that will be paid. You pay ONE school
district tax for the school district that you
attend, not two (i.e. you live in one district
while your child attends a school in another),
and this can be verified by the Secretary of
Education. North Shelby’s test scores far outweigh South Shelby’s. Why is that? Because it
is a smaller school that focused their money
on EDUCATION, not SPORTS, and definitely not on building a NEW building that
will cost millions, in a county dwindling in
population every year. Also, the issues arising
that will affect the quoted price of the school.
The sewer problem that will cost additional
thousands, if not millions, to either add a
new lagoon or to connect with Shelbina’s
sewer system. That cost was not factored into
the original quoted price. The air and heating
will be another problem. That will also cost
additional thousands, if not MILLIONS, to
bore new lines for the system that the current
school has, that once again, was not factored
into the original price quoted. Will the district try to raise the taxes again? On an already financially strained population? Where
will the extra money to fix these issues come
from?
Another problem that has arisen from this is
the ability to voice opinions. The citizens who
can’t voice their opinion, their God-given
right to voice, that was fought for and maintained by military men and women (like myself) with their service and their lives, for the
citizens to maintain, can’t voice their opinions for fear of bullying and VANDALISM of
property. How dare you all spout your high
and mighty voices, without thinking about
the ones you are really hurting; besides those
you aim your barbed words at: your children
and yourselves.
I don’t want the redistricting, but I don’t,
with every fiber of my being, want a consolidated school district. It is true that it seems as
if Shelbina has gained the most from the consolidations in the past. The schools are closer
to and have the addresses of Shelbina. But
why the huge push to consolidate? Could it be
that if Clarence redistricts, then the district
itself will lose close to, or thereabouts, 44% of
it’s revenue? How then will they afford a new
building that won’t offer in the least bit, better
education? It can be filled with all the top security and best educational gadgets, but those
won’t help our students. Better books, better
educational and after-school programs, such
as STEM related classes, tech classes, Science
Olympiad, debate, or resources, would better
benefit the students. Money should be spent
on those, NOT on a new building that will
already be at its half life by the time that it
is paid in full; whereas the newer addition of
the Clarence Elementary is around 40 years
old to put in perspective. And what of the
decay of the current middle school and high
school? The decay of the Shelbina Elementary
that was exacerbated by the trust in a construction company that sub-contracted and
made the Shelbina Elementary even worse?
How the Clarence Elementary is in better
shape? How the current middle school was
built to accommodate more students then
it currently has and has more than enough
room to take on the students of Shelbina Elementary? The decline of population due to
lack of educational programs and scholarships that make the students want to stay in
the county and make it better? And the argument that the students don’t want to move
and leave the friends that they know and
how this is all “united for the kids”, is asinine.
What of the parents that move and take their
children with them and into a new school
district because of better job opportunities?
Don’t those children want to stay with their
friends? But they can’t, can they? They move
with their parents and have to attend a new
school. Or the military children that have to
change schools all the time. They leave their
friends behind, they don’t want to attend a
new school, but must. Or what of the fact that
the kids will have to grow up and move away
to college. Leaving their friends and families
behind when they go to a NEW school? How
is that any different than the possibility that
the students might have to attend Macon
County R-I because of redistricting?
What if the SS school district allowed Clarence Elementary to become a K-8? Where
they would be given their own CHOICE to
attend the High school of their choosing,
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Macon or SS? What if they could decide what
high school to attend based on their academic wants and needs? Wouldn’t that be a better
plan? Seems like a win/win to me.
This issue was pushed too hard and too fast,
without thought or logical plan, without extensive talks with both towns and their citizens (mainly Clarence), and without regards
to feelings or the detrimental outcome of this
idea. There are pros and cons to both, but it
seems to me that there are more cons to consolidating than pros. It also is evident to me
that people are sorely uneducated on this
matter and the lies don’t help. The bullying
does not help. Vote because you know about
the facts of the issue, not because someone
tells you how you should vote or because
you hear misinformation. Find out the facts
for yourselves. And for those people that
are voting one way because you are afraid of
losing your jobs, businesses, or because you
don’t want to face the backlash from others,
I will stop that thought right there. Voting is
ANONYMOUS. And to lose your job over
the way you vote is, I believe, illegal. So, there
you go. You do NOT have to tell ANYONE
how you voted, and short of telling your boss
yourself, you should not fear for your job for
voting on what you believe and are educated
on.
If you went to high school and graduated
and claim that you are educated because of
it, then prove it. And for the love of God, all
of you fighting and hate commenting, grow
up and stop being petty, whiney, bullying little snobs, reminiscent itself of a high school
clique. Shame on you all.
I’ve said my piece and voiced my OPINION. The right of the freedom of speech that
is granted upon us as citizens of the United
States of America under the Constitution,
that I have fought to uphold as a member of
the military, I have exercised. I close by stating that I have people that I care for, love,
go to church with, and respect in the towns
of Clarence, Shelbina, AND in Macon, who
are on either side of the issue. I pray that
the resolution to this vote will be peaceful. I
pray for all of you that are torn, conflicted,
or undecided on the matter. I pray for those
that have spouted hate and slander. I pray for
those that have been bullied or their property
vandalized for voicing their opinion. Last, I
pray for the children and for the health and
safety of all the citizens of both Macon and
Shelby Counties. Exercise your right to vote
in the August 7th election and God speed.
Yours Sincerely,
Brittany R. Beckley, Clarence resident and
parent
Dear Editor,
After listening, observing, and praying,
I feel reluctantly compelled to exert my
right, responsibility and obligation to speak
up. This is not easy for me to do, knowing
that there are many of us on separate pages
concerning the looming school issue—the
elephant in every room. I am not a risk
taker nor a quick start, nor, unfortunately,
a person of few words. I have attempted to
gather facts from those against redistricting
and from those for it by attending both
a Cardinals Kids United and Excellence
Through Opportunity meeting. I have tried
to use every opportunity given to me to have
conversations with both younger and older
members of our communities to understand
why they feel as they do. I have discovered,
which is likely not news to anyone, that both
sides are passionate about what they feel is
right. Each individual person involved is in
a unique place and a fleeting time in their
lives, but living the best way they know how
right now. I can say that, because whether I
like it or not, I now have the experience of
being the oldest generation in my family, as
many of our friends are or soon will become.
It is scary to know that I am one of the ones
now that must stand up and try to make a
difference, in my humble way, as those who
went before us did. Many say that we older
adults have no “skin in the school game” since
our children are grown. On the contrary, we
have a responsibility to share the wisdom
we have gained from our experiences which
may help the younger parents. Fifty years
ago the parents of the Clarence and Shelbina
communities did what they felt best by
creating South Shelby High School. Times
and needs continue to change just as they
did back then. With all those excuses made, I
will take the liberty to attempt to shine some
light on why many of us feel as we do. It is
with hope that it might help others consider
some more, maybe different perspectives, as
they make up their minds and hearts on how
they will vote on Aug. 7th.
Many have been, or least I have been,
grieving the loss of our Clarence Elementary
hometown school and the abandonment that
I have felt from many of my longtime friends
and colleagues from the eastern side of our
district and a few from the west.
The first stage of grief is denial & isolation.
When I came to first realize, early on, the
idea of consolidating the elementary schools
in our communities and closing our local
schools in our towns could actually happen,
I was in denial. It was a fear that had loomed
in my mind, but I hoped would never occur.
Members of the communities had expressed
in previous elections that that is not what
the majority of people in the towns wanted.
Nevertheless, this idea went forward again
with a fast pace. That is when my husband
and I agreed to sign the petition concerning
redistricting. We wanted to hear all our
options and hoped that our administration
and board would slow down, listen, and
bring all interested patrons along with
understanding and compassion for all views.
If this had occurred, I do not believe we
would be as torn apart as we are today. We
may have reached the same conclusion or
perhaps an even better resolution than what
we have, but with everyone being on board.
When no one listens, you feel isolated
I became angry (second stage of grief &
loss), because I did not feel that the concerns
and views of the western side of the district
were being addressed. Yes, those in power
and authority out of obligation listened at
at the board meetings that I attended, but
it did not feel like they heard or cared, but
dutifully listened and then moved on with

their agenda. I truly regret not having the
courage to speak up more at that time, & I
have been told I missed my chance. My
answer for that is it is never too late to stop
and listen and consider what a friend is
saying. We should not have been hesitant
in asking our board and administration to
slow down & give us extra time. We should
have asked them to explain just once more
the details of the plan going forward and then
waited for clear answers to our questions, so
we would understand the options available
to us. We should have advised the board to
TAKE YOUR TIME. I was angry because
this did not happen for whatever the reason.
Bargaining is the third stage of grieving.
The normal reaction to feelings of
helplessness and vulnerability is often a need
to regain control through a series of ‘If only’
statements, such as:
--If only I had tried to be a better person and
had spoke up.
This is a weak line of defense to protect
oneself from the painful reality that our
hometown school is gone. Guilt often
accompanies bargaining.
We start to
believe there was something we could have
done differently to have helped to save our
hometown school.
Depression is the fourth stage. Depression
involves being consumed by memories
of what is lost, finding it hard to do things
I normally do, longing for what is lost,
feeling disbelief, stunned or dazed over what
happened, finding it hard to trust people
ever since the loss and wanting to distance
yourself from people that I once cared about,
feeling lonely, feeling that it is unfair that I
have to live with the loss, feeling bitter, and
feeling envious of others who have not lost
something they love and wanted to keep.
That all sounds dramatic, but looking back I
can see myself being in these different stages
and some ways I am still there. I have spoken
to others, whom I respect, who have shared
that they feel this same hurt, although they
do not feel comfortable publicly speaking of
it.
Acceptance is the last stage. I am glad to say
that time and much prayer has brought me to
accept what has happened in our community
and to move on. I am no longer angry with
those who think differently than myself and
whom I felt treated me poorly. Hearts and
minds can be changed. Now I am looking to
the future.
As I hear the comment when redistricting
is discussed, “It is all about the kids,” I think,
but it never was not all about the kids. I was
a “kid” my junior year of high school from
Clarence. The consolidated South Shelby
school building was not completed on time
for the beginning of the school year, so the
entire Clarence HS was bused to Shelbina HS
for the first quarter. This was nothing that
our parents discussed with us. It had been
handled by the adults who we trusted were
doing what they felt best. We were the new
kids not in familiar territory and invading
their home ground, while our new classmates
were in their familiar home. I can say that
not everything was perfect, but we quickly
adjusted and accepted each other, made new
friends and moved on. The rest is history. I
just had a long lunch today with a lifelong
Shelbina friend that I made when we came
together our 11th year of school. I enlarged
my circle of friends to include both Clarence
and Shelbina classmates. We celebrated our
50th class reunion together last year with the
biggest attendance ever. I believe I can speak
for my classmates that we do not appear
scarred, but richer for the experience. I spoke
with a South Shelby graduate at the recent
Clarence All School Reunion, who revealed
that he had moved at least four times during
his school career, and he did not feel scarred
by his experience. If anything, he felt he grew
from it. But, if redistricting should occur,
our current South Shelby High and Middle
School students will not have to experience
any of this if they so choose, as they will be
given the choice to finish out their education
at South Shelby with tuition paid by Macon
School District. As of public notice on
June 28, the Macon School Board passed
a resolution to pay South Shelby tuition
for grades seven through twelve for the
remainder of their education for any students
who choose to finish their remaining years of
MS and HS at South Shelby. Of course, if
South Shelby tuition continues to be raised,
I would expect there would be a cap on the
amount they are willing to pay. This Macon
monetary gesture is offered because “it is all
about the kids”. The students remaining at
South Shelby will not lose their class rank,
class or organizational officer positions
nor their place on the athletic teams or in
the music program as they are not going
anywhere. The kids and their families should
not fear change, but embrace it, if they must
change or choose to change schools. Few
other things in life cause such uncertainty
and fear as change, which is inevitable and
often driven by factors beyond our control.
The children will handle it as well as the
example that their parents set for them. But,
at the same time, they are being spared what
HS students fear most losing and hold most
dear--their friends. Those who might choose
to attend Macon will make even more friends.
The elementary students will not travel alone,
but with their Clarence friends to whichever
school the August election decides.
The future is about the kids.
Our
communities are all about the kids. The kids
do not live in a school building 24/7. They
come home each day & spend summers
in their communities. All small towns are
experiencing loss of population and all that
goes with that issue. Each community and
the adults, therein, must have courage to do
what they think best to survive and thrive
in these ever changing times that we live
in. The “kids” will grow up and become the
adults. We do not want them to feel that we
did not act like adults and take responsibility
for their future and the community that they
live in. The eastern end of our district has
accomplished what they feel is best for their
community. We must all consider not only
our present day kids, who will be passionate
parents themselves within possibly the next
10 years or sooner, but what will be best for
their kids and generations to come?
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Some will say, “But, I moved to this
community and this is not what I bargained
for.” I have to say I grew up in Clarence &
moved home to this community after leaving
for almost 10 years for schooling and my
husband’s job. We, too, wanted to come
home to be closer to our parents and siblings
& raise our children close to family. We built
a new house in the city of Clarence 11 years
ago. We did not anticipate how the times
would change our town so drastically. It
was not what we bargained for. As we grow
older we find life gives us much of what we
did not bargain for. We are not the One in
control. But, it seems that Clarence now has
an opportunity, probably once in a lifetime,
to align itself in a better place. I, too, wish
that our Clarence community was one that
our children would have been able to return
to. Due to lack of jobs in Shelby County, that
has not been the case nor do I foresee that
ever happening. One of them said to us that
they felt the ability to receive four years of
high school training and come out ready to
take on a job in a location they are familiar
with, may help our young people make the
choice to stay in their home communities.
In that same conversation, it was related that
they felt Macon, being at the intersection of
Highways 63 & 36, will always remain a viable
community and would be spared the drying
up experience of the smaller surrounding
communities. Young people may want to
come back to this area to live, which would
be a plus for the city of Macon. If you are a
parent of children currently now in school,
it seems that would be a point for you to
think about—to think beyond the short few
years that they are under your control and
responsibility. In your zeal to save your kids
(who are resilient creatures) from discomfort
now, could you be denying them a better
future in the long run? Unfortunately, as
much as I hate it, there have not been and
will most likely not be jobs for the majority
of our young people to return to in Shelby
Co. If you would prefer that your children
not move far away from home as ours did
and raise your grandchildren far from you,
so they never consider this area “home”, it is
something to be considered. Also, another
one of our children said, “If it is all about the
kids, then paying some of the highest taxes in
the state to the school is taking money out of
the parents’ pockets to spend on their families
and kids.” In addition, after graduation, if
your kids want to stay or come home, they
will be young adults trying to start their lives
while paying the same high taxes.
I have read, & reread, with interest &
consideration, the letters and articles and,
yes, the facebook posts, of respected friends,
colleagues, former & current board members
and administrators & students. I felt the
majority were doing their best to give us
correct information and food for thought
from their perspective and experiences. I
admire the courage of all those taking a stand
on either side & especially those that keep
their tempers or mocking in check. Perhaps
that makes me “milk toast”--not decisive
enough. This is not a black and white, cut
and dried matter. It is a “ big, big, big deal,”
as our South Shelby principal, Mr. Windsor
stated. It is bigger than all of us, and I feel that
we are communities standing in the need of
prayer. God can take any situation and make
it something good for all concerned. There
is a Higher Plan. There will be a Community
Prayer Group meeting held at the Clarence
Civic Club Building each Tues morning from
7:30- 8:00 and Tues evening from 7-7:30
until election day. The August 7th Prayer
Group morning & evening location will be
posted at a later date due to the Civic Club
being the city polling place. It is a come and
go as needed, approximately 20 minutes of
worship and silent prayer. We are praying
for guidance and God’s Will To Be Done for
what is according to His Plan and for healing
between our friends and communities, and
within families. We only want what He wants
for us. Perhaps this opportunity for Clarence
to become a part of the Macon school district
is somehow an answer to the prayers for the
community of Clarence. It is not in any way
meant to hurt our eastern friends, who must
do all they can do to help their community &
residents as well. Nor does anyone wish to
cause pain, stress, and fear for families with
school age children. It is stressful to cause
unhappiness and anxiety for these parents.
It is recognized that they have the added
responsibility of handling the situation that
will protect their children not only now, but
when they step out into the adult world. They
must lead by good example and provide a
good foundation, showing their children
how to accept change and grow from it.
All people of both sides of the issue are
encouraged to come and feel welcome at
our Community Prayer Group. We ask
that there be no discussions held on the
premises concerning the school issue, just
concerned friends gathering to pray together
and leave quietly when finished. If you
cannot come at that time, please take a few
minutes to unite in prayer wherever you are.
We offer our individual silent prayers and
have a prayer suggestion list which includes
praying for Clarence, Shelbina & Macon
children and their parents; the citizens of
Clarence, Shelbina, and Macon; the school
administrators and board members of South
Shelby and Macon; the Clarence, Shelbina,
& Macon Churches & communities; our
country and our leaders and finally that we
may display the qualities of the fruits of the
spirit toward everyone: Love, Joy, Peace,
Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,
Gentleness, and Self-control and God’s Will
Be Done.
Sincerely,
Denise Quinley
Dear Editor,
I am a current 8th grade middle school student and one day a hopeful graduate of the
South Shelby High School Class of 2023. I
love my school that I attend and I don’t want
to leave it. I have made my best friends at
South Shelby, or even better yet, South Shelby
is my other family.
While everyone is entitled to a choice and
a vote, when I saw the “Vote No” and “Vote
Yes” signs I knew Clarence would become di-
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vided. I knew that not only would Clarence
be torn apart from South Shelby, but my family may be separated too through redistricting. I have five brothers and one sister. My
two older brothers have already had the honor of graduating from South Shelby. I hope
to follow in those steps and I know my other
siblings do as well.
We are being told that high school students
could attend South Shelby to finish their
education. If that is something that could
happen this means I’d be separated from my
sister who is going into her junior year of
high school. While I know that she would
likely have a choice to either attend Macon
or South Shelby, I wouldn’t want her to make
the sacrifice of denying herself the school she
loves for myself and my younger elementary
age brothers. My triplet brothers who are also
best friends to each other would also likely be
separated into different classes in Macon.
I love the staff of South Shelby because they
know when something is wrong. They are always willing to go above and beyond to help.
Many times I have gone with my mom early
in the morning when she goes to work to get
extra help that I need in homework and preparing for tests. My mom and dad are smart
and educated people but they aren’t always
able to help me because of the exceptional
education I am receiving at South Shelby. The
staff is not only very caring about every one
of the students and each other, but they also
give us a quality education.
The students at South Shelby know everyone, if not by name then it is by face. We
all care about one another and that is what
makes us the Cardinal family.
“Anyone can give up; it is the easiest thing in
the world to do. But to hold it together when
everyone would expect you to fall apart, that
is true strength”.- Chris Bradford
Stay strong and united Cardinal’s
Lily Mason Clarence, MO
Dear Editor,
As a teacher who taught 25 years in the Shelby County R-4 school district while living for
35 years and raising graduates of the Macon
R-1 school district, I find the proposal for
redistricting to be very close to my heart. I
am saddened over the dissention and negativity that has arisen from the petition to redistrict Clarence into the Macon R-1 school
district.
As an elementary teacher I traveled between
Clarence Elementary and Shelbina Elementary spending 2 week days in Clarence and 3
days in Shelbina due to the enrollment factor. I loved both elementary schools and felt
respected, appreciated, and accepted in both
communities by the families of the children I
taught. Each community is unique and that
was hopefully reflected in my teaching. I celebrate in the fact that while these communities shared a high school for close to 50 years
and a middle school for close to 25 years that
each was able to maintain their elementary
schools within their communities. Think of
that – 50 years since consolidation! What an
achievement!
But times change and with change comes
difficult decisions. Both elementary schools
have had structural and costly issues. In Clarence Elementary my classroom was in the old
high school building and I struggled with respiratory issues and headaches from the air
quality throughout the building, and I know
others who taught all day in the building had
issues too. It was remedied greatly by dehumidifiers running constantly in classrooms.
In Shelbina Elementary one winter my room
was freezing. When I started looking for a
broken window under the blinds I discovered about a half inch gap of daylight visible
around the windows due to the foundation
shifting. Both times the administration responded to alleviate the problems. It’s just a
matter of time before more issues occur and
costly repairs have to happen. Remember
both of these buildings were built in a time
when each classroom had two plug ins - one
for a fan in the front and one for the filmstrip
projector in the back. Times certainly have
changed.
When our children reached school age my
husband and I had to make a choice between
sending our children to Macon or take them
with me to Shelby County. Both schools had
excellent opportunities for education and it
would be a win for our children whatever we
decided. We both felt that our children
needed to attend the school in our community where their friends also attended. Did
we ever regret that decision? No – both of our
children received a good education from Macon but I know they would have also received
a good education at South Shelby. Did we
ever think about changing our decision? Yes
we did, but we still felt it was important to
stay in our community school. As parents,
it was our choice to make. I know that children change schools all of the time and given
time the majority will adjust and grow, but
parents make those decisions based on which
school district you decide to live in or because
of job opportunities. Regardless of the reason, it should be the parents’ choice to make
for the best interest of their family. With
the upcoming vote, the debate brings to light
the amount of money one school stands to
gain and one school stands to lose. As a parent from one school district and an educator
from the other, it is disheartening to hear
that monetary reasons have replaced the
child as the important factor in the upcoming election. I’ve heard one Macon school
employee state that by voting yes Macon will
get a new school. Where did that come from?
We have gone from adding on an addition to
building an entire new campus? Money has
become more important than the child.
I will be voting NO for the upcoming Prop. 1
which involves the redistricting of Clarence
into the Macon school district. Does this
mean that I do not believe Macon needs a
new school? Not at all, it’s something that
needs to be addressed in the future, but NOT
at the expense and detriment of a surrounding area school. Does this mean that I believe
Shelby County has a better school system? I
do not as I know each school has different
areas of strength BUT they are BOTH quality schools and parents are lucky to send
children to either one. Do I believe that chil-
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dren will not grow and flourish given time
when they change districts? No, but I also
believe it is the parent’s choice to make for
their children and not be forced to change
due to educational politics.
Redistricting
is not going to alleviate bullying – it’s everywhere. The frustration over one community
having a louder voice due to population will
not change but only grow – Macon is over
3 times the size of Shelbina so Clarence will
be greatly outnumbered, and the distance
between the Macon school campus and the
town of Clarence is no shorter than the
distance from Clarence to the South Shelby
campus, but it will add travel time due to
traffic constraints. All of those issues have
been listed as cons in the debate for building
the new South Shelby Elementary, and moving Clarence to the Macon school district will
not remove nor erase them from the list.
I find the negative comments being made
regarding the Shelby County R-4 teachers
and administration to be both frustrating
and unfair. There are many South Shelby
graduates who attended BOTH elementary
schools, and have returned as educators
and community members to both Clarence and Shelbina. These teachers and administration were instructed by the same
educators, administrators, and school board
members who NOW believe that Shelby Co.
R—4 is not providing a quality education to
the children of Shelby County.
If the redistricting issue does pass and the
students of Clarence become Macon students, will we as a community have to go
through the same debate and rhetoric when
the Macon school board has to decide about
closing the Clarence Elementary? Remember, the redistricting debate didn’t arise until
the Shelby County school board began discussion to consolidate into one new elementary and closing both elementaries in Clarence and Shelbina. Is the money worth going
through this again?
Parents who believe that Macon
R-1 will provide a better education for their
child already can make that a reality by paying tuition, same as parents who choose a private/parochial education for their child . It
is their choice to make. Place yourself in
the difficult spot of the many parents who
believe Shelby County R-4 IS providing a
quality education and MADEtheir choice of
districts a reality. They will lose that right because of voters taking the decision out of their
handsregarding what’s best for their child.
Lola Rist, Macon community member and
also a Shelby County R-4 educator
Dear Editor,
It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter. I am heartbroken. I am worried. I am
stressed. I can’t sleep at night. I can’t enjoy
summer vacation with my children for worrying about redistricting.
I am Nicole Farrell Roth. I am married to
Andy Roth, a South Shelby Middle School
teacher, as well as a South Shelby High School
graduate. Let me tell you a little of my story.
I am a proud 2003 graduate of South Shelby
High. I was born and raised a Shelbina girl. I
have just as many friends from Clarence as I
do Shelbina.
When Andy and I married, we lived in
Moberly for a few years as I began my career
as a dental hygienist and Andy, a teacher at
Moberly. When our first child, Miles was approaching kindergarten, Andy and I made a
life changing decision and bought our home
outside of Clarence. We came home. We
came to Shelby County. We were welcomed
by community people who said they were
so happy that a young couple with children
had chosen to move to Clarence. We wanted
Miles to receive the same high-quality education as Andy and I did. But more than anything, we wanted him to graduate as a South
Shelby Cardinal. Then a cloud of darkness
overtook our world. It all began when a
small group of people, who have no children
attending our school, with the exception of
one, decided that our boundaries should
change to put us in Macon school district!
This happened due to the majority of our
communities voting Yes to consolidating our
two elementary schools into one school at
South Shelby. Some of the same people who
welcomed us here, are now trying to drive us
away.
And my husband, a non-tenured teacher at
South Shelby could very easily lose his job as
of August. Will Macon offer him a teaching
position along with all the other non-tenured
teachers? Or will my family and the others
have to endure additional pain and suffering?
It is true, that 84% of the Clarence people
voted against Prop Kids. However, the proposition passed. Since then, a very large percentage of the vote No people have joined
Cardinal Kids United to fight against this
redistricting nightmare. However, Opportunities for Excellence group (redistricting)
believe that since 84% of Clarence voted NO
against consolidation, that 84% want to redistrict. This is far, far from the truth. Even
though Prop Kids divided our communities,
the good thing about it is that it has united us
now more than ever for this common cause.
I am telling you, that in my years of middle
school and high school, I never once witnessed any animosity against Clarence and
Shelbina. I am floored to even think that Shelbina would be considered superior to Clarence. BECAUSE IT NEVER HAPPENED.
And the interesting fact is, my dad’s generation (graduates of South Shelby) has never
heard of it. So, it seems as the ones who are
accusing Shelbina for bullying Clarence, are
the very ones doing the bullying. The past is
the past. What matters is TODAY. The past
cannot be changed. It’s history. Let’s look at
new beginnings. Our future.
South Shelby provides a quality education. We have our homes here. This is the
school and community I love. Cardinals
want to stay Cardinals. Let the Tigers be
Tigers. Please please, please, vote NO. We
do not want to have to sell our homes and
move east. We love Clarence, Shelbina, and
South Shelby. The one good aspect that has
come of this is Shelbina and Clarence now
are completely one. The YES and NO voters
for consolidation have joined for one common cause. And Clarence could not win this

battle without our family from the east. After
all that happened with Prop Kids, all differences between the Yes and the No voters are
becoming forgotten as we join hands for this
worthy cause. Togetherness. “Because at the
end of the day, we can either focus on what is
tearing us apart or focus on what is holding
us together.” One school. One family. Cardinal Pride.
Sincerely,
Nicole Roth, Clarence Resident & Mom
Dear Editor,
Much has been said about the reluctance of
the children to change schools if the redistricting proposition should pass. This is a letter to the children who think they are qualified to make the decision about Proposition 1
on August 7th.
1. You must understand that there is a broad
spectrum of circumstances to consider.
2. You must understand that a proposition
to build an unnecessary elementary school
building at a location in the eastern part of
the South Shelby District and either sell or
demolish two perfectly adequate buildings in
the western part of the district, was soundly
defeated three years ago.
3. You must understand that the bond
salesmen, architects, contractors, and the
South Shelby school board members were
unwilling to take “no” for an answer. In April
of 2018, they changed the method of securing the funding and the percentage of votes
needed in order to build their consolidated
elementary building at South Shelby. This
action split the South Shelby community.
4. You must understand that you live in a
society that is programmed to admire winning at all costs. Sometimes winning involves “give and take” within the team. Each
team member is important and deserves respect. Input from the Clarence citizens was
not seriously considered.
5. You should be grateful every day you attend school to receive a good academic foundation, not just to participate in a flag waving
rally. Red, white, and blue are symbols of
loyalty, not your life blood.
6. You must realize that adequate valuable
school buildings exist in the western part of
the South Shelby District and that Highway
36 is not a one way highway.
7. You must understand that the Clarence
Elementary School in the western part of the
district had the highest rating of all of the
South Shelby buildings. Buildings don’t raise
test scores, good teachers do. Sadly, Clarence
Elementary will soon be closed.
8. You must understand that all that is said
on social media is not truth. You must do research to find the true answers.
9. You must understand that older residents who have raised their families during
the glory days of South Shelby when enrollment was high and the faculty exceptional,
are still passionate that you are provided the
best educational opportunities.
10. You must understand public schools
are funded by property and real estate taxes
provided in the most part by farmers and
businesses. Farm business is always risky
because of uncertain weather, rising costs
of fuel, the costs of equipment and services,
not to mention volatile markets and now the
plummeting bean market. Margins are always slim. Additional taxes for an unneeded
school building will be devastating.
11. You must understand those who are
considering alternate districting do this with
the prospect of providing you, and just as important future generations, with an excellent
education.
Remember these words of the Apostle Paul
in 1 Corinthians 13:11 “When I was a child,
I used to speak as a child, think as a child,
reason as a child: when I became a man I put
away childish things.”
Respectfully
Excellence Through Opportunity, Donna
Collins treasurer
Letter to the Editor,
Many are trying to understand why so many
people signed the petition to annex to the
Macon School District. I have been observing what has been said, some of the words
were grossly untrue and the threats beneath
normal human beings. I will advance some
of the reasons I have heard, and the reasons I
will likely vote for the redistricting.
I signed the petition after much internal
debate because of the statement made by a
school board member from Shelbina, “It may
take 51% to build a school, but it only takes
4 to close a school, and we have the votes.”
Conclusion—Even if the bond issue fails,
we will still close the Clarence Schools and
transport the Clarence students to Shelbina
Elementary for 2018-2019 year and house
them in trailers, even though the Clarence
buildings are perfectly adequate for the Clarence students. Conclusion—The Shelbina
people on the schoolboard do not care what
the people in Clarence want.
Despite the evidence to the contrary, I
don’t like to think that school board members would deliberately mislead the people
in the school district. For example, the enrollment numbers at Clarence Elementary
for the 2018-19 school year were inaccurate.
I discovered that a survey done at Clarence
found that there would be 18 in pre-school
and 16 in kindergarten. I called a school official suggesting the projected numbers might
be incorrect. I was asked by the school official, “Are you accusing DESE of lying?”
Since then, I have learned that the Clarence
person who sent a letter to the board members about the incorrect numbers chose to
resign before she was fired. After Kindergarten Round-up and Pre-school screening, the
numbers for next school year at Clarence are
pre-school—18 and kindergarten 16. A second example is we are just now learning we
still owe 1 million dollars on the new Ag and
weight rooms. Why were we not told this before the vote on building a new school took
place? Also we are now aware we will have
to move the geo-thermal mechanism to make
room for the new school. Again misleading
by omission. What else has the school board
failed to tell the taxpayers? Another example
of deliberate misleading the voters is leading the voters to believe that the Clarence
School buildings were in terrible shape. Now

the building built in 1980 is worth 6 million
dollars, according to a school board member
from Shelbina. .
I hope this is not true, but it seems to be
general knowledge that in order to participate in 5th and 6th grade basketball at Shelbina Elementary a child must receive a letter of
invitation. We know this is true because the
ones from Shelbina not receiving an invitation, come to Clarence to play basketball. So
it is likely that in the future, there will only be
a few 5th and 6th grade students from Shelbina playing. If South Shelby students are such
high achievers, why doesn’t the administration publish the state scores of all the schools
in the district instead of punishing the Clarence Students for their high state scores by
ripping them out of their neighborhood
school? I and most of the other 500+ registered voters who signed the petition were not
even thinking about splitting the district until the statement, “ …It only takes 4 to close
a school, and we have the votes.”We also
know that Mr. Jarvis, Superintendent of Macon Public Schools sent a letter to the Shelby
County R-4 Superintendent wanting to meet
with him. The letter was not even brought
before the Shelby County R-4 board.
I too remember and mourn the ‘glory days
of South Shelby, when Jim Nevins, Edgar
Moore, and John King employed common
sense and integrity to run our schools. Now,
both seem to be lacking, and the western
third of the district is regarded as nothing
more than a tax base.
Carol Farmer, Clarence, Mo.
Dear Editor
Redistricting the western side of Shelby
R-IV with Macon R-I certainly was not the
first thought in addressing the call from the
people in power of Shelbina to close the Clarence Elementary. Actually at first, there was
no thought that changing school boundaries
was possible. Over the years, many citizens
of the Clarence area have asked multiple
times, “Can we just dissolve Shelby County
R-IV back to the two separate school districts, Clarence and Shelbina?” Especially the
last five years. “Or could Clarence become
its own district, operating as a K-8th district,
sending high school students to the school of
their choice, Macon, South Shelby, or North
Shelby, as Callao and Holiday and other districts do?” Clarence certainly would have the
assessed valuation and student numbers to
be a viable district. There was a strong belief that most Clarence high school students
would choose to attend Macon High School
because they are able to offer far more opportunities. The process seemed impossible,
the same people from Shelbina demanding
to close the Clarence school, would have to
agree to dissolve.
February 4th 2018, five Shelby County R-IV
board members clearly made their intentions
known. They as a board would vote to close
Clarence Elementary and bus Clarence students to attend the Shelbina Elementary until
a new building could be built.
“What can we do?” Vote “NO” April 3rd,
hope the board would not follow through
with their threat? Try to dissolve even though
it seemed impossible? Discussions turned to
the possibility of joining Macon R-I school
district. Researching, we found a process to
change school district boundaries. This could
be successful even without the support from
the people in power of Shelbina. A “YES”
from both Macon R-I and Shelby R-IV voters
would make the change a reality. If Macon
voted “YES” and Shelby voted “NO” then the
proposition could be appealed, where a board
of arbitration would decide. We believe that
if a majority of the voters in the Shelby County area to join Macon vote “YES” then there
is a strong chance the board of arbitration
would grant the change.
Should we pursue a change in district
boundaries, was debated. Macon has far more
opportunities than Shelby County R-IV can
possibly offer. This clearly is what would be
best for our children’s future. A generational
decision, a permanent decision. Just as the
decision by 5 members of the Shelby County
R-IV board to close the Clarence Elementary
would be permanent. Putting the change in
district boundaries on the ballot would allow
a decision to be made by a vote of the people
not just 4 or 5 board members. After further
research, a group of concerned citizens explained the process to a much larger group
at the Clarence Veterans Hall. The consensus from that meeting was to proceed with a
petition effort to attempt to put the change
in district boundaries on the ballot for August 7th 2018. We decided to move quickly
to start the petitioning process. The Shelby
County R-IV school board agenda for Feb
15th included taking action on the fate of
the Clarence Elementary for the next school
year. We wanted to inform the Shelby R-IV
administration and board prior to their Feb
15th meeting.
Most who signed the petition in Shelby
County hoped Shelby R-IV would commit to
keeping the Clarence Elementary open. Now
we have an opportunity. August 7th; Vote
YES for more opportunities for our students.
Vote YES for a better future for our children
for generations to come. Vote YES for a better future for our community.
Respectfully,
Tim Farmer, H.D. & Myrna Carothers, Billy
Anderson, Johnnie & Donna Lampe, Donna
Collins

Voting is how we participate in a civic society - be
it for president, be it for a
municipal election. It’s the
way we teach our children
- in school elections - how
to be citizens, and the importance of their voice.
-Loretta Lynch
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Dear Editor,
As the vote is almost upon us, I implore
my friends from Macon and Shelby County
who still may be undecided to consider the
following...
1. If South Shelby was so educationally
inadequate wouldn’t DESE have stepped in
by now?
2. Is this about the multitude of benefits
Macon has to offer or is it actually about
not wanting to pay the tax that was passed
by the county to build a new South Shelby
Elementary?
3. Bigger doesn’t always mean better it’s just
bigger.
4. Did you realize that both SHELBINA AND
CLARENCE will close their Elementary’s ?
5. Who is actually proposing redistricting,
are they the majority of families with school
age children from Clarence?
6. This is unknown waters for both districts
costly litigation seems inevitable for both
districts if the proposition would pass. Are
you ready for your district to shell out money
for litigation that your district was dragged
into?
7. Can those that wish to attend Macon pay
tuition and go to Macon, absolutely.
8. Macon will pay for South Shelby students
grades 7 through 12 to attend South Shelby in
a one time election or so the resolution states.
What about a household with younger and
older children… nightmare!
9. People talk of more opportunities they
would have had at Macon, did they actually
take the opportunities they did have at
South?
10. If this was YOUR district would you
want your child to be forced to attend another
school because someone took YOUR choice
away?
Please vote NO!
Michele Collins, Lentner, MO
Dear Editor and fellow Macon Tigers,
In 1954, my husband Thomas Jack Nelson,
myself, and two of our children returned to
Macon, Missouri after Jack was serving in
the military in Tacoma, Washington. I was
born and raised in New York City (Bronx).
For 64 years together, we have called Macon
our home (Jack has lived here since 1931).
26 family members (three generations)

graduated from Macon R-1 High School
starting in the 1930s, until 2015 (fourth
generation is in school now.) We have always
been die-hard Macon Tiger fans. Been
involved with the school in many ways; I am
a charter member of the Tiger Maws and Jack
was even on the school board. We have always
pictured and perceived the “friendly rivalry”
between Macon and South Shelby as a heated
yard game at a family reunion. Just like our
love for our school and the many experiences
that we’ve had, thousands of families across
this nation can write similar stories –
including those of the school district to our
east. We will be “VOTING NO” August 7th
on Proposition 1 (School Boundary Change)
for the simple reason that we cannot begin
to fathom the idea of breaking up families,
uprooting them from their homes and their
school district for reasons that we aren’t sure.
It has gone from opportunities, to distance,
taxes, and then we learn that redistricting
was originally started for leverage against
the South Shelby School Board. Think about
that. Using children, their education, and life
decisions of families, as pawns for personal
agendas. It’s been brought to our attention
that some of the families that have kids in
school, were not even asked whether or
not the petitions should be filed and if they
supported redistricting. It makes you realize
how “disposable” patrons in the Clarence area
are, to those who started this mess.
We have had family members marry their
life long partner from South Shelby. All of
them have turned out to be extraordinary
individuals. We have heard stories of lawyers,
doctors, and teachers that received their high
school education from Shelby County R-lV.
You cannot convince me that they do not
offer a quality education. We have heard from
families that have children in the district.
We have heard from former educators. We
have heard from Community Members.
They all have a different path in life but were
coddled early on by South Shelby. All of
them residing from all over the district are
united in one cause, to STOP Proposition
1. As Macon patrons that are voting no, we
have NOTHING to gain. We don’t have an
ulterior motive. We aren’t looking for money.
We aren’t doing it because we want to pay off
a school addition early. We aren’t looking for

a position somewhere in the community or
school. We are “voting no” out of the goodness
of our hearts. I personally have met and
spoken with many Shelby County Patrons. I
now consider many, new-friends. Throughout
life we are faced with big decisions. I am
83 years old and this is close to being one
of the biggest decisions that has faced our
community. I urge everyone to think about
those Clarence parents that have spoken out
in mass numbers that are saying “Please Vote
No.” I urge you, to put yourself in their shoes.
I know without skipping a hear- beat that if
Macon R-1 was faced with a portion of land
being redistricted elsewhere by a small group
of individuals, I’d be one of the first ones to
defend and fight for the district that I love so
dearly and have passionately done so for over
a semi-centennial. I’ve never been prouder
to be a Macon Tiger, but on August 7th I’m
defending with absolute humility, our friends
and future friends to the east. PLEASE VOTE
NO on Proposition 1 on August 7th!
Sincerely,
Tanya Friedman Nelson (Toni Nelson)
Former State Sec. Treasurer of Missouri
Sheep Producers, Macon, Missouri
Dear Editor,
We are writing this letter to ask you to VOTE
NO on the proposed redistricting plan. In our
135 collective years we have never voted NO
on a school issue, but on THIS issue we are
BOTH voting NO, and our reasons for voting
NO follow:
• We believe moving students is not good,
unless there are positive reasons like the
family WANTS to move for a new job. I have
solid research that indicates that moving kids
can have a negative impact on their lives now
and throughout their adult years. All kids do
NOT adapt well to moving, especially if it is
not in their or their family’s best interests.
• We believe the communities of Shelbina
and Clarence will be hurt economically by
this redistricting plan with teachers losing
jobs and community businesses having to
probably cut employees also, due to fewer
customers in their communities. The real
estate market will be impacted, along with
churches, grocery stores, restaurants. All
elements of a community will feel a negative
effect.

11B

• We believe both schools have proved
excellent in educating students. Progress is
the best way to assess the efficacy of schools,
and both have done great jobs in this area.
Check the DESE website for the achievement
scores of all concerned schools; it will prove
both schools are in good shape academically.
• We believe small class size is crucial to
student progress and both schools have
excellent students to teacher ratios. Adding
students to Macon schools makes no sense to
us. Macon passed a school issue in 2017 to
finance a building due to overcrowding, and
that building was not even extra; it replaces
the former two trailers.) Passing school
bond issues or levies has been a genuine
struggle in Macon over the past 20 years, so
passing another school bond issue or levy for
increasing school size is not
likely. Macon’s own taxes may well be raised
to accommodate new facilities to handle the
many extra students.
• We believe crossing county lines to annex
or remove a school does not make sense.
Longer bus time, inaccessibility of Clarence
students to extracurricular activities and
not being in the close living vicinity of their
friends will add to the adjustment problems
those students impacted by this change may
experience. The only benefit we see is for
those who do not want to pay the taxes.
• We believe there have been no reasons
of depth or value put forth that warrant
the redistricting. There are excellent
opportunities at each school, and we do not
believe that the redistricting will benefit any
students or teachers. We feel that not paying
the taxes Shelby County voted in is the reason
the Vote Yes crew is trying to redistrict.
We also believe that making sure you are not
causing harm to others is the moral way to
operate. Making sure all Northeast Missouri
counties are doing well, is to make sure we
ALL are doing well. Macon, Clarence and
Shelbina are all important to this area, and we
want all communities to prosper.
PUT KIDS FIRST
PLEASE VOTE NO ON REDISTRICTING
Sincerely,
Gene Stueve former Macon R-1 School
Board member
Lois Stueve Retired Macon R-1 teacher

PROPOSITION 1 FINAL PITCH

A MESSAGE FROM EXCELLENCE THROUGH OPPORTUNITY:

“The right to petition is one of the fundamental freedoms of all Americans. Thirty
former teachers, ten former school board members, and several other people have
worked together, including many that retired from Shelby Co. R-IV, along with
former students and current parents came together as the driving force to put this
Change in School District Boundaries issue on the ballot. We exercised our First
Amendment Right and gathered nearly 500 signatures in the two school districts. It
was only possible to get the 500 signatures because of the ever increasing one sided
partnership of Shelbina over Clarence, and because Macon County R-1 has far more
opportunities. Macon Voters-We want to join with a school district that will consider
us an asset. Along with our students will come resources that can be used to further
expand opportunities for all Macon County R-1 students. Clarence Voters-Changing
school boundaries and going to Macon is a VERY GOOD THING for Clarence. It
will benefit our town, businesses, the people and most importantly our kids. Our
students will have many more opportunities and educational resources at Macon R-1.
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to make a very positive change for Clarence.
We have a chance for a better future for our children. Any 7th-12th grade student
can stay and graduate from South Shelby. Macon County R-1 passed a resolution to
pay these students tuition. Shelbina Voters-It’s time to end the turmoil in the Shelby
County R-IV School District. You will be free to make decisions based on what is
best for Shelbina. Rather than just ignoring what Clarence patrons have to say, you
can be free of those who think differently about what is best for Clarence students
and the Clarence community. Shelby County R-IV will continue with 500+ students
and $45 million is assessed valuation. Voting YES for changing the school boundaries
will be a Win-Win-Win. A yes vote is a win for Macon, a win for Clarence and a
win for Shelbina. We must consider not only this generation of students, but future
generations, as well. Look to the Future! Vote Yes!”

A MESSAGE FROM CARDINAL KIDS UNITED:

“First we want to say how sorry we are that Macon got dragged into this district
dispute. Both schools are great schools, but Shelby CO R-IV is our home! We are
asking that when you go to the polls on August 7th you put yourself in our shoes.
What if this was your child? What if this was your school? We feel like our choice has
been taken away, it’s kind of like being held hostage in your own home. We love our
school & we want to stay where we are. Please vote with your heart and VOTE NO so
our Cardinal family can stay together. We are proud that South Shelby and Cardinals
Kids United has continued to provide facts and information that can be supported
with documentation. We are proud that Mr. Maddex took the time and effort to
allow questions to be asked by everyone and anyone at the South Shelby Town Hall.
This is the leadership model that is built on transparency. We are concerned about
the uncertainty around redistricting. We do not have certainty on division of assets
and indebtedness. Most importantly, we hope each and every voter remembers
the students, the future students, and the families who want to stay as South Shelby
Cardinals. Please VOTE NO on Prop 1! There is no reasonable or defensible reason
to rip a part of our district away, especially with the looming risk of uncertainty for
both Macon R1 and Shelby County R4 School Districts. Please vote with your heart
and VOTE NO on Prop 1 so our Cardinal family can stay together.
Cardinal Kids United Committee: Amy Harre, Nicole Roth, Selena Gaines, Paula
Gough, Jill Douglass, and Cele Gilbert”
August 7th, voters in both the Macon R-1 and Shelby County R-lV School District
will get the chance to cast either a “Vote Yes” (for redistricting) or a “Vote No”
(against redistricting). PLEASE GET OUT AND VOTE.

CARDINAL KIDS UNITED. Pictured above are several Clarence Patrons, Parents, and kids that are AGAINST Prop. 1.

EXCELLENCE THROUGH OPPORTUNITY. Pictured above are several Macon and Clarence patrongs, parents, and kids who are in FAVOR of Prop. 1. Some faces are blacked out upon request .
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Efforts to bring this boundary change to a vote were successful only because of:

1. The ever increasing one sided partnership of Shelbina over Clarence.
Either vote to build a consolidated elementary building or the Shelbina controlled board
would close Clarence and bus their students to the Shelbina Elementary.
2. Macon County R-I has far more opportunities to offer, always have and always will.
If all of Clarence students will have to be bussed 11 miles, why not consider joining Macon, 11 miles west. Far more
opportunities for our students - Leads to a better education for our students - A better future for our children and community Now and for generations to come.
Macon County R-I School District currently has approximately 1300 students. With the increase enrollment of 200+ students Macon will have approximately the number of students they had K-12 in the mid 1990’s.
*********************************************
Macon maintains their classroom sizes in the desirable range. For the early
grades that is 17 - 22 students. With the number of classroom sections per
grade level that Macon has, the students from Clarence will only add 2 or 3
students per section.
************************************************
Macon County R-I students will benefit from the increase in revenue, ($30,450,000 net gain over a 20 year period). This will allow
for the addition of more opportunities, not just for Macon students, but Shelby County R-IV and all the other schools served by
MACTECH.
************************************************************************

Shelby County R-IV will increase their fund balance:

This year plus 2 more years Shelby R-IV will continue to receive state funds for the students they lose to Macon R-I, $820,000 x
3 years = $2,460,000. This will result in a net gain for Shelby R-IV. Along with their current 54% fund balance, $4.8 million in reserve, they will be in great financial shape. They could use this money to build any additional classrooms needed. There will be no
need to implement the .73 cent levy now, it would be available for the next 20 years as a safety net or to use for other improvements.
************************************************************************
Shelby R-IV - MS/HS buildings combined were built for 700 students. With the eventual loss of 240 students, K-12 will have
approximately 500 students. They will not need the $7.5 million building or should significantly scale it back. They will not
need to collect the .73 cent levy increase or at least scale it back, saving patrons tax dollars.
************************************************************************

************************************************************************
Why would Shelby R-IV need the same tax funding with 240 less students?
Assessed Valuation

Tax Levy

# Cert. Staff

# Students

Shelby R-IV currently $63,038,733
$3.75
88
740
After Redistrict
$45,000,000
$3.75
?
500
Canton R-V
$41,537,047
$3.7159
55
514
Schools
Canton
R-V operate
just just
finefine
with
similar
valuationand
and
rate.
Many like
Schools
like Canton
R-V operate
with
similarassessed
assessed valuation
taxtax
rate.
************************************************************************

Proposition 1: Changing School Boundaries

Vote Yes
Don’t be mislead:

The Missouri State Auditors Office informed both school districts
- residents of Macon R-I will not be responsible for paying Shelby
R-IV property taxes. If the boundary change occurs, residents of
the area from Shelby R-IV joining Macon R-I will at most pay the
recently passed .73 cent levy for one year, since they will become
patrons of the Macon R-I School District.
Shelby R-IV shows a reduction of expenses associated with the
Clarence
Elementary Building and 100 students of $922,706.
Paid for by Excellence Through Opportunity, Donna Collins treasurer
Why do they neglect to show any reduction in expenses for the
140 MS/HS students?
Oversight or attempting to influence votes?

Look to the Future

www.excellencethroughopportunity.org

Please visit our website www.excellencethroughopportunity.org
There is information, videos, letters, etc available to look at.

Vote Yes Vote Yes Vote Yes

Vote Yes

Vote Yes Vote Yes Vote Yes

Paid for by Excellence Through Opportunity, Donna Collins treasurer
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