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LOCAL HUNTING & FISHING
With the occasional warm
day as spring begins comes
the thought of getting outside. Some common outdoor
activities for relaxation and
enjoyment include hunting,
fishing or wildlife viewing.
Populations of fish and wildlife tend to be cyclic. Often
times there may be three or
four years when some species of small mammals are
frequently seen followed by a
few years of noticeably lower
numbers. Populations of
these animals are monitored
in an effort to make sure we
all have the opportunity to
pursue, or at least view them.
Here are a few spring and
summer hunting and fishing
activities you should know
about.
The 2018 Spring Turkey
Season will begin in April.
A youth only portion, for
ages 6 to 15 years old, is

set for April 7 and 8. The
regular season runs April
16 through May 6 which is
open to all ages. The turkey
population is highly dependent on weather conditions
and populations of predators
such as skunks and coyotes
during nesting.
Frogs can be taken by hunting or fishing. Frog season
begins at sunset June 30 and
ends October 31. During
this time only two species of
frog can be taken, bullfrog
and green frog. Frog legs are
good to eat and simple to
clean and cook.
Fishing can be done year
round with a few specific
seasons for some species. In
our area the most commonly
sought after species of fish
include all catfish, crappie,
largemouth bass, hybridstriped bass, carp and
bluegill. Your fishing success

Come see us for all your building
supplies to upgrade your deer
blind and/or boat dock.

Simpson Building
Supply
107 W. Walnut•Shelbina
573•588•2282

can depend on changes in
weather patterns. There are
many public fishing areas
within less than an hour
from your home including
Long Branch Lake, Thomas
Hill Reservoir, Mark Twain
Lake, Hunnewell Lake, Macon City Lake, and LaPlata
City Lake are some larger
water bodies accessible to
the public for fishing.
Wildlife populations in
Missouri are good and we
are extremely fortunate to
have the abundant opportunity to hunt, fish, and

view wildlife. I encourage
everyone to try these activities and more. Hunting and
fishing permits are required
in Missouri and can be
purchased at local permit
vendors or online. Be sure
to follow all hunting and
fishing regulations. Information on regulations and
many more outdoor activities can be found at www.
missouriconservation.org, or
contact the local Conservation Agent.

HUNTER ETHICS
All hunters should treat the
outdoors with respect and
follow ethical hunting practices. These include:
-If you hunt on private land,
be sure to obtain permission
from the landowner and
respect his or her property
as if it were your own. Scout
the area you plan to hunt so
you know where the boundaries, houses, roads, fences
and livestock are located on
the property.
-If you do not kill your game
instantly, make every effort
to find the wounded animal.
Permission is required to
enter private land.
-Clean and care for your
game properly.
-Pick up all litter, including
spent ammunition. Leaving
an area better than the way
you found it is a sign of
thanks for the privilege of
hunting.
-Report observed violations

RV PARK

For all your
camping needs during
hunting & ﬁshing season

955 N Macon ST., Bevier MO
660-773-5313 shoemakersrv.com

of the law to a conservation
agent or local sheriff as soon
as possible.
-If you are involved in a
firearms-related accident,
the law requires that you
identify yourself and render
assistance; failure to do so is
a Class A misdemeanor.
-Develop your skills and
knowledge, and share them
with others.
-Know and obey all wildlife
laws.
-Know and follow the rules
of gun safety.
-Respect the rights of hunters, nonhunters and landowners.
-Make every effort to retrieve and use all game.
-Respect the land and all
wildlife.
-Be sensitive to others when
displaying harvested game.
-Remember, hunting is not a
competitive sport.
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GET
STARTED
FISHING
KEEP OR RELEASE?
always been a virtue among
Even before you set out to
fish, decide whether you’re
fishing for fun or fishing
for food. This will help you
choose gear and get ready to
practice good catch-and-release techniques if you’re just
fishing for fun.

Catch-and-release helps fish
grow bigger
If you handle fish carefully
before releasing them, they
have a good chance of surviving. Released fish can be
caught over and over again.
They grow large and produce even more fish for our
pleasure. See Guidelines for
Handling and Releasing Fish
under Related Information
below.
FISHING TIPS
Where to look and how to
approach
Many fish are constantly
on the move, looking for
food. You can either intercept them or wait for them
to come to you. If you know
you are in a good spot—for
example, where you have
seen other people catching
fish or have caught them
yourself—then it might
be best to wait for them to
return.
Be patient
If you are fishing unfamiliar waters, then it is often
wiser to search for good
fishing spots. Keep in mind,
however, that even the best
fishing holes do not produce
nonstop action. Patience has

Stealth also applies to the
way you present your bait or
lure. Don’t cast directly to
Be sneaky
the spot where you think the
Being quiet is almost as
fish are. Instead, cast beyond
important as being patient.
them and reel until your bait
The bigger the fish, the more or lure in among the fish.
skittish they are. Commotion
Learn to recognize a bite
on a dock, along the shore
Fish may hit a bait or lure
or in a boat can scare fish
ferociously, tentatively or
away or cause them to stop
somewhere in between, makfeeding. Conversation is
ing it difficult to predict how
fine, but jumping or running you may see or feel a bite.
Bobbers
could jiggle,
plunge
downward
or skate
across the
water. If the
fish swims
upward after
taking the
bait, your
stick bobber
may lay
flat or float
higher in the
water.
When bottom fishing,
you may see
your rod
tip plunge
photo by David Stonner, courtesy Missouri Department of downward
Conservation
or quiver,
or your line
or banging equipment will
may unexpectedly go slack.
reduce your catch. Think
If you are holding your fishsneaky.
ing pole, you may feel a tap, a
You can usually get closer to tug or a pull, or the line may
fish under cloudy or windy
go slack.
conditions or in flowing
water. When trout fishing in
Set the hook
streams, wear muted colors
When you suspect a bite,
and keep a low profile. Try
reel up any loose line and
not to let your shadow fall
drive the hook home with
over areas you are fishing.
a powerful upward sweep
anglers.

of the rod. Setting the hook
with a slack line or a loop in
the line usually won’t make
the hook penetrate and
probably will cause the fish
to drop the bait.
If your drag is set correctly,
you can set the hook vigorously. Stretch in your line,
the drag and the bend of the
fishing rod will absorb much
of the pressure of the strike
to keep you from ripping the
hook out.
Fight and land your fish
safely—for it and for you
Keep the rod up high, so
your arms and the bend of
the fishing pole absorb some
of the power of the fighting
fish.
Allow the fish to run, taking
line from the reel. Recover
line by lifting the rod handle
and then lowering the rod tip
as you reel in, pumping the
fish closer.
A fish’s last-moment
struggles can surprise you
and make you lose the fish.
When playing a large fish,
loosen the drag slightly as
the fish gets close.
Net fish head first
Place your net in the water
and pull the fish toward it.
When the fish is over the
bag, lift the net firmly and
quickly.
If you have no net, play
the fish until it is tired and
cradle it in your hand. Black
bass, crappie, carp, suckers
and catfish can be grasped
and lifted by their lower
lip, which tends to paralyze

them. Avoid the sharp teeth
of other species. Be careful
not to hook yourself when
you grab the fish. You can
lead fish up the bank with
your fishing rod or by backing slowly away from the
water, letting the exertions
of the fish help you bring it
ashore. Do this only if you
are planning to keep the fish.
BE CAREFUL HANDLING
FISH
Most fish aren’t dangerous,
but careless handling can
result in unpleasant cuts or
punctures. Handle fish firmly
but carefully, or use a landing
net to stabilize fish while you
unhook and measure them.
The catfishes, especially
the minnow-size madtoms, possess a mild but
painful venom that can be
introduced when a person
touches spines at the front
of the pectoral or dorsal fins.
Protect yourself by holding
the fish from the underside,
with your fingers firmly
beneath the pectoral spines.
The barbels of catfish are
harmless.
You can safely hold bass,
crappie and small catfish
by putting your thumb into
their mouth and pinching
their lower lip. Walleye, gar
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and large trout have sharp
teeth that can inflict a painful wound when lipped. Grip
these fish around the back of
the head, above the gills.
White bass and stripers
have sharp edges on their gill
plates that can slice a finger
inserted beneath their gills.
The fins of sunfishes, bass
and the walleye family
become rigid when the fish is
threatened. Slide your hand
down over the fins of small

fish and hold them firmly.
Grasp larger fish over the
back of the head, above the
gills.
Don’t let a struggling
fish sink your own hooks
into you. Keep hands and
legs away from flopping
fish and use hemostats or
needle-nose pliers to safely
remove the hooks from fish.

BUY SELL
TRADE CONSIGN
HOURS:
Tues.-Fri. 9-6
Sat. 9-4
Sun. & Mon. Closed

2301 S. Franklin St.
Kirksville, MO 63501

660-627-5039

MCS Land Clearing
Matthew Turnage
660-232-1938
mcslandclearing@gmail.com

Bulldozing
Excavating

Get the most
out of your
land!

TURKEY SEASON
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Turkey - Spring, Youth (ages 6-15)
APR 07 2018 to APR 08 2018
One male turkey or turkey with visible beard
Youths who take a turkey during the youth season may
not harvest a second bird until April 23. This is because
the bird taken during the youth season counts as the
first bird for the first week of the regular season.
Turkey - Spring
APR 16 2018 to MAY 06 2018
Two male turkeys or turkeys with visible beard
may be taken during the season, with the
following restrictions:
You may take only one turkey during the first week
If you do not take one during the first week, then you
may take two turkeys during the second and third week.
You may not take two turkeys on the same day.

BAITING REGULATIONS
Use of bait - which
includes grain or
other feed placed or
scattered as to attract
turkeys – while hunting is illegal.
An area is considered
baited for 10 days after complete removal
of the bait.
A hunter can be in
violation if they take
or attempt to take a
turkey by the aid of
bait where the hunter knows or reasonably should know that
the area is or has been baited.
It is illegal to place bait in a way that causes others to be in
violation of the baiting rule.
Mineral blocks, including salt, are not considered bait, but
mineral blocks that contain grain or other food additives are
prohibited.
It is legal to hunt over a harvested crop field, but it is illegal
to add grain or other crops, such as apples, to the field after it
has been harvested.
Manipulating crops, such as mowing or knocking them
down, is not considered baiting for turkeys.

VOIDING PERMITS
Hunters who harvest a turkey must void their permit immediately by notching the month and day of harvest.
TAGGING AND CHECKING
As long as you stay with your harvested turkey, you don’t
need to attach your notched permit to the bird, but you must
keep your permit on hand. If you leave your turkey, you must
attach your permit to the turkey’s leg. Visit the Telecheck
page for more information on how to properly tag and check
your bird.
For your safety, you are urged to wear hunter orange whenever you are hunting.
WHEN HUNTER ORANGE IS REQUIRED
You must wear hunter orange if:

You are hunting any species of game during firearms deer
season. Some exceptions are allowed. See below.
You are hunting on an area that is having a managed firearms deer hunt.
You are serving as a mentor to another hunter during
firearms deer season or on an area that is having a managed
firearms deer hunt.
To satisfy this rule, you must wear both a hunter-orange
hat and a hunter-orange shirt, vest, or coat. The hunter-orange color must be plainly visible from all sides. Camouflage
orange does not satisfy this rule.
WHEN HUNTER ORANGE IS NOT REQUIRED
You don’t have to wear hunter orange during firearms deer
season or on an area that is having a managed firearms deer
hunt if:
You are hunting migratory game birds.
You are archery hunting within municipal boundaries where
the discharge of firearms is prohibited.
You are hunting on federal or state
land where deer hunting is restricted
to archery methods.
You are using an archery permit
during the alternative methods
portion.
You are hunting in a county that is
closed during the urban zones and
antlerless portions.
You are hunting small game or
furbearers during the alternative
methods portion.

TROUT FISHING

Missouri is arguably the best state in the
Midwest for trout fishing. Obviously you’d
get some argument on this point from states
like Wisconsin, Michigan, and certainly
Arkansas.
There is at least a case that can be made for
Missouri being placed at the top of the list
Missouri is blessed with such an abundance
of fishable waters by Midwest standards.
There are options that are as diverse as large
lake-style fishing (Taneycomo) all the way
down to small Ozark Mountain streams.
There are freestone style rivers similar to
Western rivers too. Unless you are a fly
fishing purist, the trout parks are another
option not to be overlooked.
Trout fishing in Missouri is made possible
in two ways primarily. In the Ozarks there
are thousands of springs that contribute
cold water to the rivers and streams into
which they flow. This infusion of water in
the lower 50 degree range is just perfect for
sustaining rainbow and brown trout-in fact
making reproduction possible in certain
stretches. The other factor is the tailwaters
of dams where cold water flows from the
bottom, creating long stretches of cold
water for trout.
Brown Trout
Also called the “German brown,” the
brown trout is a native of Europe. A favorite
of anglers, it can reach a size of 37 inches
and 26 pounds.
Rainbow Trout
This coldwater fish isn’t native to Missouri,
but this “king of sport fish”—maintained by
stocking into suitable waters—is certainly
appreciated by anglers.
Learn to measure and identify the fish
and other aquatic life you catch so you can
abide by Missouri’s seasons, daily limits,
length limits, and other regulations. When
in doubt a fish’s identity or legal length,
play it safe, and return the fish to the water
unharmed immediately.
HOW TO MEASURE A FISH
How-to-measure-fish diagram

Total length is measured from the tip of
the snout to the end of the tail, with the fish
laid flat on the ruler, with the mouth closed
and the tail lobes pressed together.
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COLOR: DO BASS HAVE A FAVORITE?
If you’re like many, your
tacklebox is a color kaleidoscope. With my endless
assortment of soft plastics
sporting colors never seen in
nature, it’s enough to make
my head spin.
A reasonable angler might
sit back and ask, Why all
these colors? Wouldn’t we
do just as well to focus on a
small handful of colors? Do
bass really even care about
lure colors? The answer appears to be a definite yes and
an equally definite no.
Bass apparently do see color. Their vision is strongest
in the areas of medium-red
to green. It fails rapidly
moving into the blues and
purples, as it does towards
the far reds. If our picture of
bass color vision is accurate,
then color is meaningful to
bass in some cases but not
others.
Fussing over minor shade
differences on the blue back
of a crankbait is pointless. A
bass sees all shades of blue as

essentially the same (provided, of course, the colors
have the same brightness).
The same is true for subtle
variations in dark purple or
dark red lures.
For mid-range colors where
bass discriminate best, it
makes perfect sense to offer
a wide variety of bait colors
when even small variations
can make a big difference.
For example, a variety of
midrange colors may keep
heavily pressured bass from
generalizing bad experiences
across baits. Bass subjected
to heavy pressure on dark
purple plastic worms might
shy away from all dark purple worms equally because
they will view all dark purple
worms as the same. But bass
that have learned to shy away
from pumpkinseed worms
might see pumpkinseedwith-a-splash-of-red worms
as distinctly different and
therefore safe to attack.
Beyond color discrimination, however, is the issue

of whether some colors act
as visual signals. In theory,
some color patterns might
excite bass. A splash of red
on the throat of a crankbait
might signify blood and
hence a wounded, easy meal.
On the other hand, red on
a lure might be more like
waving a red flag in the face
of a bull, instinctively driving
the bass crazy.
Evidence from the field and
lab suggests not. For one
thing, if a color or color pattern evoked strong instinctive aggression, those lures
would consistently yield
higher-than-average catch
rates. Yet despite the myriad
of anglers pounding the
water day after day, no such
color has been discovered.
Bass anglers typically have
individual favorites. But
there is no consensus among
bass anglers that any one
color is reliably better than
all others all the time. If bass
have a favorite color, they’re
keeping it a secret.

Ben Albright

Land Agent
Licensed in Missouri

Cell: 660-651-5616
1201 N. West Jefferson, Ste E
Blue Springs, MO 64015
Office: 816-224-6868
balbright@mossyoakproperties.com
www.mossyoakproperties.com

EACH MOSSY OAK PROPERTIES OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Bass fishing in the United
States largely evolved
on its own, and was not
influenced by angling developments in Europe or
other parts of the world.
Indeed, modern British
sea bass fishermen look to
the United States freshwater bass techniques for
inspiration for lure fishing
and to the USA, Japan and
China for tackle. During
the early-to-mid-19th
century, wealthy sport
anglers in the United
States (mostly located in
the northeastern portion
of the country) largely
confined themselves to
trout and salmon fishing
using fly rods. While
smallmouth bass were
sought by some fly fishermen, most bass fishing
was done by sustenance
anglers using poles and
live bait.The working-class
heritage of bass fishing
strongly influenced the
sport and is manifested
even today in its terminology, hobbyist literature,
and media coverage.
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BE BEAR AWARE OF NATIVE BLACK BEARS
Don’t feed bears. Avoid
encounters. React right.
As blossoms and buds
emerge each spring, so do
Missouri’s estimated 300
native black bears. As they
leave their winter dens this
time of year, finding food is
their main focus. The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) reminds
people to “Be Bear Aware”
by not feeding bears and not
providing potential sources
of food.
“As black bears become
active in the spring, they are
on a mission to find food,”
said Laura Conlee, a resource
scientist and black-bear
researcher with MDC. “It is
very important for Missourians to recognize potential
food attractants in their area.
Things such as bird feeders,
trash, barbeque grills, and
food waste left out at camp
sites can all serve as huge
attractions for bears. Keeping
our areas free of attractants,
and letting bears find natural
foods is in everyone’s best interest. If you see a bear, enjoy
the sighting, let the bear be,
and be sure you don’t offer it
any food. Most importantly, never intentionally feed
them.”
Conlee added feeding bears
makes them comfortable
around people, which can
also make them dangerous.
A FED BEAR IS A DEAD
BEAR
“When bears lose their fear
of people, they may approach
people in search of food or
may defend the food sources

or territory they associate
with people, which can make
them dangerous,” Conlee
said. “When this happens,
the bear has to be destroyed.
A fed bear is a dead bear.”
She added a fed bear that
becomes a problem in one
place cannot be relocated to
another.
“Once a bear learns people
can provide food, they will
seek out other places such as
camp sites, residential areas,
and farms in search of food,”
she explained. “Bears also
have an excellent memory
and will often return year after year to places where they
were provided food.”

AVOID ATTRACTING
BLACK BEARS
MDC offers these tips for
avoiding attracting black
bears to possible food
sources:
• Don’t leave pet food
sitting outside. Feed pets a
portion they’ll eat at each
meal and remove the empty
containers.
• Store garbage, recyclables,
and compost inside a secure
building or in a bear-proof
container until the day of
trash pick-up.
• Keep grills and smokers
clean and store them inside.
• Don’t use birdfeeders
from April through November in bear country, or hang
them at least 10 feet high
and 4 feet away from any
structure.
• Use electric fencing
to keep bears away from
beehives, chicken coops, vegetable gardens, orchards, and

other potential food sources.
• Keep campsites clean and
store all food, toiletries and
trash in a secure vehicle or
strung high between two
trees. Do not burn or bury
garbage or food waste.
AVOID ENCOUNTERS
AND REACT RIGHT
While close encounters are
uncommon, MDC offers
this advice when outdoors in
black-bear country:
• Make noise while walking
or hiking to prevent surprising a bear. Clap, sing, or talk
loudly.
• Travel in a group if possible.
• Pay attention to the
surroundings and watch for
bear sign, such as tracks or
claw or bite marks on trees.
• Keep dogs leashed.
• Leave a bear alone! Do not
approach it. Make sure it has
an escape route.

• If encountering a bear up
close, back away slowly with
arms raised to look larger.
Speak in a calm, loud voice.
Do not turn away from the
bear. Back away slowly. Do
not run.
Black bears are a protected
species in Missouri. MDC
anticipates a limited hunting
season as a population-management method once
black bear numbers reach a
population estimate of about
500 animals. The current
estimate is about 300. No
details regarding the anticipated future hunting season
have been developed.
MDC asks people to report
bear sightings by calling 573522-4115, ext. 3080.
For more information on
black bears in Missouri and
how to Be Bear Aware, visit
the MDC website at mdc.
mo.gov/bearaware

DINE IN or CARRY OUT

315 HWY. JJ • HUNTSVILLE, MO
660-277-4466
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 am - 8 pm
Sun. 11 am - 2 pm • Closed Monday
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THE ABCS OF HUNTING WILD TURKEYS
As Compiled by the National
Wild Turkey Federation

A
Ammunition — One of the
necessities for turkey hunting,
ammunition (ammo) refers
to turkey shot shells that are
loaded into the firearm and
used to harvest a turkey. Turkey
loads typically have higher
pellet counts than other hunting
shotshells.
Assembly call — The assembly
call is used by a hen to assemble
her flock or young poults. It is a
good call in the fall when trying
to call a scattered flock back
together.
B
Blind — A hunting blind is a
manufactured or man-made
shelter/cover used to conceal
hunter movement during the
turkey hunt.
Binoculars — Optics device
used to view objects from long
distances.
Beard — With turkeys, this
refers to the “hairs” that hang
from the chest of male turkeys. The beard is considered a
modified type of feather. Unlike
feathers of a turkey that are
molted, the beard continues to
grow over the life of the bird. A
small percentage of female (hen)
turkeys grow beards.
Bow hunting — Using a recurve,
long or compound bow to
harvest a game animal, typically done in hunting seasons
restricted for bow-only use. Depending on the state you hunt,
crossbows also may qualify for
bow seasons.

Bag limit — This refers to the
number of birds that may be
taken by a hunter. Bag limits
vary between states, so knowing
hunting regulations is important.
C
Calls — There are many types
of turkey calls — box, friction,
mouth, tube, wingbone — but
they all are designed to produce
turkey sounds.
Chokes — A choke is an
attachment for a shotgun that
constricts the exit end of the
barrel to keep pellets in a tighter
cluster at longer distances. Turkey chokes typically are a tighter
constriction of the shotgun
barrel than even a full choke.
Camouflage — A pattern of
shapes, colors and objects to
help become less visible to
animals. Camo patterns can be
put on clothing, hunting blinds,
backpack, firearms and other
hunting accessories.
Clucks and cutts — The cluck
consists of one or more short,
staccato notes. It’s generally
used by one bird to get the
attention of another. Cutts are
loud, sharp clucks that are often
mixed with yelping. Cutting is a
sign that turkeys are excited, not
alarmed.
Crop — This pouch near the
neck and throat of the bird is
used to temporarily store food.
When examining the contents
of a bird’s crop, hunters can get a
good idea of what food sources
turkeys are focused on.
Chamber — The portion of

the barrel or firing cylinder in
which the cartridge is inserted
before being fired.
D
Decoys — Decoys are life-like
recreations of, in this case, turkeys. They are used by hunters
to help get the attention of and
attract wild turkeys.
E
Eastern — The Eastern subspecies of the wild turkey is the
most widely distributed subspecies east of the Mississippi River.
They are also the most abundant
of all the subspecies. You can
find them in 38 states and several Canadian provinces.
F
Food plots — Landowners put
in food plots, or planted areas,
to attract wildlife and provide
supplemental feed to what is
available to species through
nature.
Fly down or fly up — This call
consists of three to 10 irregularly spaced notes, loud and
staccato, increasing in pitch
as the call nears its end. It is
generally associated with leaving
the roost, but can also be heard
when a bird is flying up to a
roost.

together as you build your own
kit.
Fletching – An archery term
used to describe the wing-like
material on the ends of commercial arrows. Also referred to
as vanes, they create spin in arrow flight and increase accuracy.
Sometimes fletchings are made
from a plastic material, while
more traditional fletchings are
made with feathers.
Flock – The term for a group of
wild turkeys.
Field dressing – The term used
for the removal of the internal
organs of hunted game after a
successful hunt. Field dressing
allows the meat of the hunted
game to cool quickly, which can
reduce bacteria growth.
Facemask – Turkey hunters
use a facemask to help conceal
themselves from the sharp eyes
of wild turkeys. These can be
made of a camouflage mesh or a
solid fabric.
Face paint- Some turkey hunters
prefer face paint to facemasks.
Face paint can offer the same
concealment factor as a facemask without having an actual
mask on your face.

Flashlight — Provides illumination for a safe walk in on your
hunt. A headlamp-type flashlight can give you hands-free
operation. Remember to pack
extra batteries or charge your
flashlights regularly.

G
Gun — Shotguns are the typical
choice for turkey hunters. Most
turkey hunters use a 12-gauge
shotgun, but others gauges, like
the 20 gauge, can be used to
hunt turkeys.

First aid kit — A good general
first aid kit can be found at most
box stores, but it is easy enough
to put a few medical supplies

Gould’s — Subspecies of wild
turkey found in Arizona, New
Mexico and the Sierra Madres
of Mexico. They have long legs

Firearms • Ammo • Archery • Reloading

SAVE BIG FOR
TURKEY SEASON!

Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm, Sat 8am - 4pm

573-581-9777
4132 S. Clark St
Mexico, MO 65265

and snow-white tips on their tail
feathers.
Gobbler — A gobbler refers to
the adult male wild turkey.
Gobble — The gobble is a loud,
rapid gurgling sound made by
male turkeys. The gobble is one
of the principal vocalizations of
the male wild turkey and is used
primarily in the spring to let
hens know he is in the area.
Grand Slam – A Grand Slam
is achieved when a hunter has
killed all four U.S. wild turkey
subspecies (Eastern, Osceola
or Florida, Rio Grande and
Merriam’s)
Gloves — Camo gloves are used
to help conceal movements
while turkey hunting, as they
cover the exposed skin on the
hands.
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J
Jakes — Jakes are young male
turkeys, under 2 years in age.
When in full strut, generally
their middle tailfeathers are
longer than the rest. They will
usually have short beards and
spurs as well.

their location.

Longbeard — A longbeard refers to an adult male turkey and
as the name implies, adult males
typically have long beards.

K
Knife — Many hunters take a
knife with them while turkey
hunting. There are many uses
for a knife. Notching the tag
after a successful hunt is at the
top of the list.

M
Merriam’s — A subspecies of
the wild turkey that is most
abundant in the mountainous
regions of the West. The Rocky
Mountains are considered the
central hub of the population.
They have light colored tips on
their tail feathers.

Kee-kee — The lost call of a
young turkey in fall and winter.
You’ll even hear it from young
hens sometimes during the

Mounts — Hunters choose various mounts based on personal
tastes. The type of mounts available depends on the species.

Guide — A guide is someone
who is experienced and knowledgeable on hunting techniques,
ethics and safety.
H
Habitat — Habitat is the natural
home or environment of an
animal.
Hat — Turkey hunters use a
camo hat to help conceal their
movements while hunting.
Never wear red, white or blue
colors, as these are the main
colors of a wild turkey’s head.
Hen — A hen is the female wild
turkey.
I
Identification — An important
part of turkey hunting, you
must know how to tell the difference between a male and female turkey. In most states, it is
illegal to shoot a hen. The most
common ways to identify a male
at a distance are to look for its
beard, its full strut pose with
tail fan spread or the male’s red,
white or blue head in spring.

spring turkey season. Usually a
three-note call, roughly two seconds long. (https://www.nwtf.
org/hunt/wild-turkey-basics/
turkey-sounds)
L
License – A license to hunt must
be purchased through your state
wildlife agency to hunt wild
turkeys. License sales support
conservation and the management of wild game populations
in your state. Check your state’s
hunting regulations for license
requirements.
Locator call — A call used to locate a gobbler, usually that of an
owl or crow. Male turkeys will
sometimes “shock gobble” at the
sound of other animals or loud
noises, allowing you to pinpoint

For wild turkeys, from just a fan
tail to a full body mount, the
choices are many.
N
Nutritional value — Three and
a half ounces of organic freerange wild turkey breast has
163 calories, one gram of fat, 55
milligrams of cholesterol and 26
grams of protein.
Nock — A nock is the notch at
the end of an arrow that snaps
onto the bowstring.
Nest — Where wild turkey hens
lay their eggs.
O
Osceola — The Osceola or
Florida wild turkey subspecies
can only be found in certain

538 E. Maple Street • Shelbina • 573-588-4123

parts of Florida. They have dark
brown tips on their tail feathers
and are known for their long,
sharp spurs.
Ocellated – The Ocellated
turkey is a different species from
the North American wild turkey
and its subspecies (Eastern, Rio
Grande, Merriam’s, Osceola and
Gould’s). It can only be found
in the Yucatan Peninsula of
Mexico, northern Belize and the
El Peten region of Guatemala.
Oddities — Turkey oddities are
the result of genetic variations
that cause one or more turkeys
in a flock to differ from the rest.
Wild turkeys have four color
variations that are rare. They are
the smoke phase, the erythritic
or red phase, the melanistic or
black phase and the true albinos, which are pure white with
pink eyes. Turkeys with these
different colors are rare.
P
Patterning (your gun) — Patterning a gun means shooting
at a target with the loads you
will be using on your hunt. It
is most common for hunters to
use a shooting rest to eliminate
human error while patterning
your gun.
Poults — Poults are baby wild
turkeys.
Putt — A putt is a sound made
by wild turkey hens. It usually
means the hen has seen or heard
something and is signaling others of the possible danger.
Predators — Predators are the
animals that prey, destroy or
devour another. The wild turkey
has many predators, including
bobcats, raccoons, coyotes and
others.
Q
Quiver — A pouch or accessary
to carry additional arrows.
Quivers can be attached to a
bow or worn by the user.

50lb Catfish
Food Now
Available.
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have completed their
Grand Slam and have
harvested a Gould’s
wild turkey.

R
Rio Grande — The Rio Grande
wild turkey is concentrated in
the western desert regions of
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and
other western states. They have
tan-colored tips on their tail
feathers.
Roost — Wild turkeys fly into
trees or tall bushes at night to
evade predators. This is their
roost site.
Run and gun — Run and gun
is an alternate style of hunting
wild turkeys that is the opposite
of sitting and calling. As the
name implies, this style requires
hunters be on the move as they
call, attempting to close the distance between themselves and
the gobbler. Be careful, though.
One wrong move within a
turkey’s eyesight, and your hunt
could be over.
Royal Slam — To achieve a
Royal Slam, a hunter must

S
Safety — Safety
should be every
hunter’s top priority. Always treat the
gun as if it were loaded. Keep
it pointed in a safe direction.
Keep your finger off the trigger
until you are ready to shoot. Be
sure of your target and what is
beyond it.
Shooting sticks — Shooting
sticks are a piece of equipment
many hunters rely on, particularly those new to shooting, to
help steady their shots.
Spurs — Spurs are the talons
that typically grow on male
turkeys.
Scoring — Scoring refers to
the measurements taken by a
hunter on a wild turkey (beard
length, spur length, weight). The
National Wild Turkey Federation Wild Turkey Records keep
standing records for comparison.
Strut — A strut is an instinctive
behavior that allows a male
turkey to show off his plumage

and colors in hopes of suitably
impressing a female turkey.
Snood — A snood is the dangling flap of skin above a wild
turkey’s beak on its forehead.
Spitting and drumming —
Spitting and drumming is a soft,
guttural sound wild turkeys
make by forcing air up from
their bodies. Gobblers almost
always spit and drum when
strutting.
T
Targets — Targets are used
for practicing with a bow or
firearm. They can be made of
paper, foam or a variety of other
materials.
Tom — A tom is an adult male
turkey.
Turkey records — Turkey
records are kept by the NWTF
and are submitted by members.
Searching through the turkey
records can provide data about
local turkey populations.
U
U.S. Super Slam — To achieve a
U.S. Super Slam, a hunter must
harvest one wild turkey subspecies in every state except Alaska,
which doesn’t have a wild turkey
population.

V
Vest — A vest is a piece of
equipment many turkey hunters
use while on a hunt. They vary
in size and features, so finding the right one is a personal
choice. Most vests have many
pockets for calls and other gear,
plus a padded seat.
W
Wingbone call — A wingbone
call is a turkey call made from
the wing bones of a wild turkey.
The bones are cleaned, joined,
glued, sanded and smoothed
before being used to call in
another gobbler.
World Slam — To achieve a
World Slam, a hunter must have
taken the Royal Slam plus the
Ocellated turkey.
Wattles — A wattle is the fleshy
caruncle hanging from the head
of a wild turkey.
Y
Yelp — A yelp is a call made
by a wild turkey. It is the most
common sound from turkeys,
and both male and female
turkey can yelp. It is a series of
notes that tells other turkeys
they are in the area. A hen will
likely yelp when she is on the
lookout for a tom.

TURKEY HABITATS
There are a few very
important ecosystems that
provide optimal habitat and
will be vitally important to
sustaining wild turkey numbers in the future.

Here are the types of
habitats on which we should
focus our efforts to ensure
these critical components
are provided for decades to
come.
1. Habitats around rivers
and streams (riparian zones)
What is it? Vegetation near
river or stream banks
What’s the problem? Water
availability is the greatest
limiting factor in many areas
Why does it matter?
Streamside habitats provide
critical travel corridors and
ribbons of high-quality
mast-producing trees and
shrubs
What the NWTF is doing:
Protects and restores vital
riparian habitats through

conservation easements,
removal of invasive species,
establishing native plant
species, and timber stand
improvement.
2. Oaks and grasslands
What is it? Open canopies
create lush ground cover
with plenty of grasses, broadleaf plants and shrub
What’s the problem? A lack
of active forest management
and habitat conversion to
agriculture and development
have diminished them to
less than 1 percent of their
original amount
Why does it matter? Lightly
forested grasslands, with
oaks to provide roosting areas and food for wild turkeys
What the NWTF is doing:
Works on public and private
lands to remove some of the
trees using selective herbicides and prescribed fire to
restore oak savannas
3. Pine savannas

What is it? Open forested
canopies dominated by pine
trees, lush ground cover
and interspersed grassland
openings
What’s the problem? A lack
of fire and conversion to other land uses has led to a dramatic loss of these habitats,
experts estimate less than 1
percent still exists today
Why does it matter? Critical
to wild turkeys and other
upland wildlife, providing
food, cover, brood habitat
and nesting areas
What the NWTF is doing:
Works on public and private
lands to restore pine savannas through timber thinning,
prescribed fire and reestablishing native grasses and
forbs
4. Wildlife openings (often
called, forest clearings,
meadows, pastures)
What is it? Young stages of
grass, forb, tree and shrub
growth

What’s the problem? A lack
of mowing, prescribed fire,
disking or selective herbicide treatments, amounting
to less than 2 percent of its
habitat is open on in early
growth stages
Why does it matter? Small
1-to-5-acre openings are
best for wild turkeys, since
they tend to use the forested
edges of the openings
What the NWTF is doing:
Creates and maintains
thousands of acres of wildlife
openings with the help of
our partners each year
— Becky Humphries

FISH CHOWDER
Ingredients:
1 large fish, approx. 4 lbs.
6-8 strips bacon
1 c. green pepper
½ c. chopped onion
½ c. chopped celery
¼ c. cornstarch
2-3 c. diced potatoes
Salt
1 qt. half-and-half
Pepper
2 tsp. minced garlic
Celery Salt
1 qt. milk
Onion Salt
Instructions:
Cook fillets in enough
water to cover about 20-30
minutes. Remove, cool, then
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debone and crumble fillets.
Fry bacon until crisp. Remove bacon and saute green
pepper, onion and celery in
the drippings.
Place 2 cups of fish stock in
a large pan. Add diced potatoes and cook until tender.
Add sauteed vegetables and
crumbled fish. Season to
taste with spices.
Add half and half. Mix cornstarch with milk to thicken,
or just add milk. Heat just to
boiling. Top each bowl with
crumbled bacon and serve
immediately.

WILD TURKEY FAJITAS
Main Entrée
Ingredients:
3 wild turkey tenderloins
½ tsp. black pepper
1 lime
½ c. salsa
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 T. oil
½ c. white cooking wine
1 medium onion, sliced
Guacamole
1 medium tomato, chopped
1½ c. sliced morel or button
mushrooms
1 medium green pepper, cut
in strips
Sour cream
Salsa
Shredded cheddar cheese
8 flour tortillas

Heat skillet and add oil.
Cook and stir onions (1½
minutes). Add green pepper
and mushrooms and stir
until tender. Remove from
pan. Add meat, salsa and
marinade; cook until done.
Add vegetables and tomato.
Cook 1-2 minutes longer.

TURKEY, WILD RICE, AND
MUSHROOM SOUP
Ingredients:
3-4 cups cooked turkey,
cubed
3 stalks celery, sliced
8 oz. morel or button mushrooms, sliced.
1 cup long grain and wild
rice
1/2 cup white wine
2 cups milk
1 clove garlic
Salt and pepper to taste
1/2 cup sliced green onion
1/2 teaspoon thyme
2 tablespoons parsley
3 chicken bouillon cubes
1/4 cup Parmesan cheese
2 tablespoons butter
2 tablespoons cornstarch
Instructions:
Cook the rice as directed. In
a skillet, melt the butter and
add the garlic, onion, celery
and mushrooms. When

tender, add turkey, wine and
seasonings. Mix cornstarch
and part of milk and thicken.
Cook until bubbly. Combine
rice and turkey mixture in
large pan. Add remaining
ingredients and enough
water to make slightly soupy.
Simmer for 20 minutes.

Warm tortillas and fill w/
meat, guacamole, sour
cream, cheese and salsa.
Makes 4 servings.

Instructions:
Tenderize meat on one side.
Sprinkle w/ garlic and place
in bag to marinate. Juice lime
in bag and add wine, remaining garlic and pepper. Seal
and refrigerate about 1 hour.

Expires April 1, 2018
COUPON

Expires April 1, 2018
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CRAPPIE ARE PRETTY MUCH EVERYWHERE IN MISSOURI
Crappie are common in most
of Missouri’s large reservoirs,
rivers, and streams, as well as
many smaller public and private
ponds.
WHEN AND HOW TO
CATCH CRAPPIE
Spring—fish the shallows
In spring when crappie are
spawning in the shallows,
anyone can cast a minnow and
bobber toward the bank and
catch a ton of fish. Crappie may
spawn as early as mid-March
in the southern part of the state
and as late as the end of May in
northern Missouri. The spawn
generally occurs when water
temperatures reach 55F. The
depth at which crappie spawn
depends on water clarity. In
stained or muddy water, they
may spawn as shallow as 1 or 2
feet. In exceptionally clear water,
they may spawn as deep as 20
feet or more.
During the spring spawning
period, use a trolling motor to
move slowly and quietly close
to the shoreline. Flip a small
(1/32 to 1/16 ounce) jig into the
shallow water along the shore.

Move slowly and hit every
nook and cranny around rocks,
woody debris and vegetation.
Pea gravel banks are also preferred spawning locations. Once
you locate crappie, stop and
continue fishing that spot until
the fish stop biting or they’re
not big enough to suit you. If
a spring cold front
sends crappie out
to deeper water,
concen-

follow the bait back.

TACKLE AND
TECHNIQUE
If you talk to a dozen crappie
anglers, you will likely get a
dozen different opinions regarding the best way to catch them,
the best jig color, the best line
to use, and so on. In reality,
two anglers in the same
boat can be using two
completely
different
tech-

niques
and baits, and
they will both be
catching fish. The
key
is to not get stuck on
any one approach. Experiment
until you find a technique that
works for you.
Crappie are attracted to woody
cover regardless of the time of
year. A good rule of thumb is
to fish shallow during spring
and fall, then fish deep during
summer and winter. However, a
string of warm days in January
can send fish into water less
than 5 feet deep, while a strong
cold front in April can send
them to the depths for a few
days. When trying to locate
crappie, target brush piles
or other cover at a variety of
depths, and let the fish tell you
what depth they prefer on a
given day.
When crappie are active, they
will hit a bait presented in close
proximity to cover. When they
not so active, you may need
MOare
to get your bait down into the

trate on steep
banks. Crappie
won’t be very far off
the bank.
On waters that get high fishing
pressure, try casting a tiny jig
right onto the bank, retrieving
the bait with the rod tip straight
in the air, and erratically jerking
the bait near cover on the bank.
You often get strikes right next
to the boat after the crappie

708
Patton St.,Macon,
Tuesday-Friday
10 am - 6 pm
660-395-7400
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm
708 Patton, Macon, MO 63552
660-395-7400
sales@gungrove.com
www.gungrove.com

brush to be successful. The two
most effective ways to do this
are vertical jigging and casting.
A weedless jig works best for
these types of presentation.
Vertical jigging
To fish a bait vertically, simply
drop it straight down into the
brush until it hits bottom. Then
slowly reel up until you get a
bite. Note the depth at which
you get a bite and concentrate on fishing at that depth.
Another productive method
is to use a very small jigging
spoon. Fish vertically over deep
brush and raise and lower your
jigging spoon 1-2 feet. Crappie
will often hit the spoon on the
fall while it is fluttering. This is
a good technique to use when
you run out of minnows or
simply get tired of re-baiting
your hook.
Casting
When fishing shallow brush
or in very clear water, you may
need to back away from the
brush and cast. Toss your bait
past the brush and let it sink
to the bottom on a tight line.
Slowly retrieve until you contact
the brush. When you feel your
bait come over a limb, let it sink
again. Keep doing this until you
clear the brush. By doing this,
your lure is actually penetrating
down into brush instead of just
skimming along the outer edges.
Bobbers
These are not just for young or
inexperienced anglers. There are
days when crappie will only pick
up a jig or minnow that is hovering nearly motionless. Again,
you may need to experiment
with the depth of your bait to
find the fish.

708
Patton St.,Macon,
Tuesday-Friday
10 am - 6 pmMO
660-395-7400
Saturday
10 am - 5 pm
Mr Wrench’s
708 Gun
Patton,
Macon,
MO 63552
Grove
Coupon
660-395-7400
Trading Post
$10 off
and Marine Repair

$50 Purchase
(one coupon per customer, expires 4/30/18

Todd Lineberry

25661 Hickory St.
Bevier, MO 63532

660-773-5225
Cell 660-384-1539
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