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The first recorded date of Christmas being celebrated on December 25th was in 336, during the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine (he was the first
Christian Roman Emperor). A few years later, Pope Julius I officially declared that the birth of Jesus would be celebrated on the 25th December.

Walker to Retire After 40 Years
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Macon County Collector Jeanette Ronchetto
stands outside next to the new drop off box
at the Collector's Office at the Macon County
Courthouse.
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Collector's Drop Off

After working over 40 years at Ben
Franklin, Gloria Walker is retiring December 30, 2017. The public is invited to
a retirement party at Ben Franklin from
1 pm to 4 pm that day with cake, punch
and photos scheduled for 2 pm.
“It comes to a point when you know it’s
time [to retire],” Walker said.
She began her career with Ben Franklin
as a clerk in the domestics department.
She was promoted to Assistant Manager
40 years ago and Manager 39 years ago.
Walker said she was at Ben Franklin for
both the Beanie Baby and Cabbage Patch
craze. She has seen a lot of fabric sold in
the store but says scrapbooking isn’t as
popular as it once was which is why Ben

Franklin no longer carries as large a selection of scrapbooking materials as it
once did.
Walker stated the biggest change she has
seen during her time with Ben Franklin came about due to Walmart coming
to Macon. Ben Franklin began carrying
different merchandise that was more
unique to it and could not be purchased
at Walmart.
She said she is going to miss her employees and customers the most after retirement. Walker, who was born and raised
in Macon, is the wife of Macon County
Commissioner Clarence Walker. They
have two children: Kesia Gunnels and
Lee Walker.

The Macon County Collector's office
would like to inform the public it has one
more way to pay taxes this year. There
used to be a drop off box at the Sheriff 's
Office, but many citizens found it inconvenient, so now there is a drop off box
outside the Collector's Office at the Macon County Courthouse. This is the first
year to have one at that location. Macon
County Collector Jeanette Ronchetto
stated that it is very secure, however, she
still does not suggest dropping off cash.
Tax deadline is December 31 which falls
on a Sunday. There is no extension. All
taxes received after December 31 will
receive a penalty. Taxes that are mailed
must be postmarked before December
31. The office has longer hours in the
coming weeks, though. They are open
December 26-29 (Tuesday through Friday) 8:30 am to 5 pm and closed December 30 (Saturday). Payments can also be
made online at maconcountymo.com.
Photo by Sheryl Beadles
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Chris Distler of Macon, Senior Network
Field Engineer for U.S. Cellular, was among
the volunteers from the wireless carrier participating in Wreaths Across America Day,
through which the mission to Remember,
Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington
National Cemetery, as well as at more than
1,200 locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea, and
abroad. Donated wreaths, including 100 provided by U.S. Cellular, were placed on each of
the 1,244 graves at the Missouri State Veterans Ceremony in Jacksonville.

Above: Teri Twyman of Moberly, Agent Area Sales Manager for U.S. Cellular; Nakeita Stewart of Columbia, Director of Sales for U.S. Cellular; Ernie Allen, event organizer; and Jim Nugent, Director of Missouri State Veterans Cemetery in Jacksonville
are pictured with a ceremonial check. U.S. Cellular covered the cost of 100 wreaths
that were placed on the gravesites at the cemetery as part of Wreaths Across America
Day, while the wireless carrier’s associates and their family members from Columbia,
Macon and Moberly volunteered along with dozens of other individuals and families
to help lay wreaths on all 1,244 gravesites at the cemetery.
Left: The Cashatt Family of Macon, Mo. participated in Wreaths Across America Day.
Pictured here are Chris Cashatt, administrative coordinator for U.S. Cellular in Columbia, her husband Tracy and their children Megan and Dalton at the gravesite of
Tracy’s father Bobby Cashatt. The family was among more than a dozen associates
and family members from U.S. Cellular who volunteered to help lay wreaths at the
gravesites this past Saturday as part of the wireless carrier’s ongoing commitment to
volunteerism in local communities.

With Our Thanks
For Your Trust & Goodwill
For the time you’ve invested with us this past year,
we are sincerely grateful and we wish all of you a most joyous
holiday season with many happy returns.

La Plata State Bank
A Division of Northeast Missouri State Bank

139 South Gex Street
La Plata, MO
CLOSED Christmas and New Year’s Day
660-332-4317
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OATS Presentation at Macon Rotary

Dear
Santa;

Marsha Crowley presented the following information about the OATS’ operation available to us in
the Macon and surrounding areas.
At inception in 1971,
OATS provided transportation for the elderly or
handicapped in Mid-Missouri; now it has grown
to providing service in 87
Missouri counties and,
here in rural Missouri,
they can/do transport everybody. There are no
age, income, or handicap
guidelines.

I would
like a doc
mcstuFFins
nursery
and a baby
alive!
Natalee
Cline
We’re so grateful to be celebrating the
holidays in this winter wonderland we
call home. Thanks for being such great
neighbors, customers and friends. We
appreciate your support, and we wish you
all a very Merry Christmas!

La Plata Community Betterment Committee

Mary Crowley on the left and Kevin Butner
on the right.

Here
Comes
Santa
Claus!

Thank You!

I would like to thank Everyone for the prayers,
cards, telephone calls while in the hospital and
since returning home. They were gratefully
appreciated.
I would also like to thank my family for being
there and driving Violet back and forth and also
the Macon Medics and the air evac lifeteam.
Connie Watson

Another
Christmas
is rolling in,
and we hope
it delivers
everything
on your
wish list!

Thanks for being
an important part
of our year. Your
friendship and
support have made
2017 a great ride
for us, and we wish
you all the best this
holiday season and
in the coming year.

OLD HWY 63 GARAGE
501 N. Brown, La Plata
660.587.2011

Come see us for all your SALES & SERVICE needs!
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$
With A Purchase of 750
a
or More, You Receive

0 Interest
0 Down ‘til

3 Day, 2 Night
Getaway!
e at
Details in store, or onlin
www.ffohome.com

2022

NO
Credit
Needed
Plans,
Too!

*

*On purchases of $2,499 or more with FFO Home credit card.
48 equal monthly payments required.

THE FAMILY OF
ELIZABETH "BETTY" HENLEY
would like to thank everyone for their many
acts of kindness during this difficult time.
We would like to express our thanks to
everyone who provided phone messages,
cards, prayers, flowers, food, memorials,
and moral support. Thanks also to Wright,
Baker, Hill Funeral Home for their caring
compassion. We feel a special appreciation
for the Hospice Compassus team for three
and a half years of efficient care, patience,
creativeness, and family support.
And to Chaplains Bolin and Shearer for a
service that definitely "fit" our mom.
Lastly, we feel immense gratitude for
neighbors who were always there for us.

SAVE UP TO 50%!

498

Dual
Recline
SOFA
Compare at $899

$

598

Wood
Trimmed
SOFA
Compare at $799

$

Family Comfort

The Top Names!

$

498

$

898

OATS is a private, nonprofit organization that
relies upon funding from
various contracting parties
such as the N.E. Missouri
Area Agency on Aging,
MoDOT, Non-Emergency
Medical Transportation,
Department of Mental
Health, and more localized contractors such as
the Chamber of Commerce, nursing homes,
dialysis clinics, and hospitals. Civic groups, families,
and even individuals may
also contract with OATS.
The office in Macon oversees transportation for 16
counties in northeast Missouri. Just in this region,
they have 108 drivers and
137 vehicles, everything
from sedans to minivans
to mini-busses that can accommodate up to 12 riders. Vehicles are equipped
with lifts or ramps to allow
for wheelchairs.
Macon residents are very
fortunate in that they have
a route that travels down
Hwy. 63 everyMondayFriday on the way to Columbia; in addition, they
have the in-town route
5 days a week. For more
information on routes,
call the Macon office at
660-395-3041 or 800-6546287.
OATS’ mission is to enhance quality of life by
providing safe, caring and
reliable
transportation
services. Whether you
need a ride to the doctor,
the beauty shop, the nutrition site, the grocery store,
or you just want to get out
and spend time with others, you should give OATS
a try.

Multi
Fabric
Sectional
Compare at $1,425

Broyhill
Designer
SOFA
Compare at $1,049

MULTI-POWER & USB

FAMILY SECTIONAL
Plush
FabricComfy!
Compare at $799

$

Headrest-Lumbar-Footrest

498

1,398

$

Compare at $1,999

CHAISE
RECLINER

SUPER BUY!
ROCKER
RECLINER

298

OVERsized
RECLINER

498

$

Power Lift
RECLINER

598

$

Compare
at $459

898

$

$

Compare
at $899

Compare
at $1,499

Compare
at $799

Filled With Our Gratitude

Macon License Office
Office will be closed
December 22rd & 25th
For Christmas &
January 1st
For New Years

We’re hoping your holiday season is an equal mix of
harmony and joy. For your goodwill and trust, please
accept a generous measure of our sincere gratitude.

LA PLATA PHARMACY
660-332-4456

Bedrooms and Mattresses at AMAZING Buys!
Designer
Cushioned
Queen Bed

$

348

Compare at $599

1,295

$

5 Piece
Queen
BEDROOM

Compare at $1,599

Serta Shadow Creek Queen Set-$298
ORTHOPEDIC
Plush Top Posture

Supreme.....

Shadow
Creek

498

$

Compare at 799
$

FREE

With iComfort PurchaseTWO Pillows, 4 Piece Sheet
Set with Comforter &
$
100 FFO Home Voucher!

Queen Set..

Padded
Seat
Dining
Group Compare at $399

We make the
world’s best
mattress

$

498

Assorted Colors, Sizes & Styles!

Deco Rugs

6 Pc. Group
Special Buy

Make it MotionOnly $398 More!

Compare at $849

Help us celebrate
Gloria Walker's retirement!
43 years at Ben Franklin

Come wish Gloria well and reminisce as you
enjoy refreshments on Saturday, December 30
from 1–5 p.m. at Ben Franklin, 103 N. Rollins.

Metal/3D

Wall Art

148

$

Compare at $229

X-Base

Table..

Compare at $199

Formal Designer

898

Compare at $1,678

298 $66

$

$

Memory Foam
Queen Set

Hurry! Good for a limited time, at select locations

$

Natural Elements
Plush Top

A Touch of Comfort

iComfort
Sleep System
SAVINGS

5 Piece

M
K

Assorted

$

198
$
38

Lamps...

Rustic Wood

998

TV Center

$

Compare at $2,099

498

Compare at $779

Top Names
for LESS!

A CARD SHOWER FOR

1720 HWY 24 West, Moberly, MO 65270

PLACE ADDRESSES HERE!
660-833-4784
17-P12-WK5-This ad runs from 12-22 through 12-28
Mon-Sat 10-7 Sunday Noon-5

/ffohome
Where Great
Quality Lives
for Less

Henry and Joyce Hall
24095 Iris St
La Plata MO 63549

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial
promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account items
apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%. Minimum interest charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their existing credit
card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. +Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
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Double-Up
S
L
A
E
D
DISCOUNTS &
INTERNET CUSTOMERS...
Sign up before December 31st

Get a speed upgrade

1

to the next
available tier

FREE through the first
3 months of 2018!

Your Holiday Smartphone Headquarters

11 Under 10 / Month!
$

2

Apple, Samsung, LG, Motorola…if you want it,
we’ve got it…and you’ll absolutely love the price!

Through The End Of The Year...

All Accessories up to 35% OFF!

Call 660.395.9000

“Keeping You Connected”

Click www.cvalley.net

1. - New and upgrade customers are eligible. Paperless billing is required. “Switch To Us” up to $200 credit offer is still in effect and can be combined with the “Double Your Speed” offer. “Switch To Us” credit will be applied on 91st day of service. 2. - Limit of trade-in value is $300. Offer is
eligible to combine with “Switch To Us” promotion. Device trade-in, qualifying data plan, verge financing and paperless billing required. Monthly credit applied on Samsung J3 and iPhone SE at $5.00 per month for 30 months, iPhone 6S at $8.00 per month for 30 months. All other phones
at $10.00 per month for 30 months. 3. Device trade-in, qualifying data plan, verge financing and paperless billing are all required. Credit will be applied on 91st day of service. Device protection is strongly encouraged (Apple Care coverage is for 24 months. Coverage for a full 30 months
requires Premium Device Protection at the beginning of agreement.) Early upgrade after 24 months. Customer may cancel service prior to end of 30 month agreement, but will be assessed a Device Termination Fee. Limit of trade-in value is $500. Offers good while supplies last . See store
for complete details.
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Call 395-4663 or email ads.homepress@gmail.com

The Journal

Pay for 3 weeks and get the 4th week free!

CL ASSIFIEDS

NEW RATES: $12 per week for up to 20 words, 10¢ per word thereafter. Ads in both Home Press and Journal: $20 per week 10¢ per word thereafter

Alexandra
Pointe

Newly Renovated
1 & 2 Bedroom
Apartments!
Basic Rent For
1 Bedroom $375
2 Bedroom $458

NOW
LEASING

“Vouchers Accepted”

Apply in person at
801-802 Ranchland Drive
Macon Mo
or call 660-395-0022
Income Restrictions Apply
Open Monday-Friday
8AM-5PM
Equal Housing Opportunity

800-735-2966/TTY

Pasture For Rent

FOR RENT

Tract 1 - 295 acres approximately 4 miles
north of Huntsville, MO. Tract 2 - 278 acres
approximately 4 miles north of Clifton Hill,
MO. Both tracts are combination open grass
and timber. Call 660-261-3331 or email
kmurphy@aeci.org for bidding information.
Sealed bids must be received by noon on
January 12, 2018. AECI Land, LLC.

HOMES
AND
APARTMENTS in La
Plata,
Wein,
Macon,
Kirksville and Gifford. $375
to $1000 30 acres of pasture
near Ethel. 660-332-7421 or
660-341-9081(TFN)
SENIOR HOUSING -Macon Senior Housing Inc.
has 1-bedroom apartments
available for rent to eligible tenants. Utilities paid.
Laundry facilities. Refrigerator and range provided.
Maintenance
provided.
Smoke free apartments.
Call Sue Conover 660-3957097 or 660-415-7287 or
Karen Murr 660-385-2960
for more information. This
institution is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer.(TFN)

The Board of Directors of the La Plata
Community Fire Protection District is
accepting bids for snow removal for the new
Fire Station. Bids are for each time of removal
and are for four inches or snow or more. Bids
should be sent to La Plata Community Fire
Protection District, 1000 Amoco Road, La
Plata Mo, 63549. The bids need to be received
no later than January 15th, 2018. The Board
reserves to the right to reject any or all bids.

LOST & FOUND
LOST – YOUNG BLACK
& WHITE male English
Setter Bird dog. Has a black
collar and an orange training collar. Reward. 660651-0176 (12/25)

Help Wanted

Specialized Support Services, Inc.
Office Assistant, full time, High School
diploma, self-starter, good communication
skills, efficient with Microsoft office, word
and excel. Paid leave, holidays, health
insurance. Send resume to P.O. Box 262,
Macon, MO 63552
12/11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27 1/1, 3

NOTICE

Filings for Director of Sub District Number 1 and Sub
District Number 6 if the Macon County Nursing Home
District are being taken at the Business Office of Loch
Haven Nursing Home from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday from December 19, 2017to January 16,
2018.
APPLICANTS MUST LIVE IN THE SUBDISTRICT THEY
ARE FILING FOR. THE TREM IS FOR THREE YEARS.
David Waller, CHAIRMAN
MACON COUNTY NURSING HOME DISTRICT

Clip and Save
Free Pickup of Scrap

Clip and Save
Free Pickup of

•Electronics • Computers
• Copiers
• Fax Machines • Printers

• Appliances • Scrapmetal
• Lawnmowers

660-346-0606

660-346-0606

The Board of Directors of the La Plata
Community Fire Protection District is currently
taking bids for snow removal for their new fire
station at 1000 Amoco Road, La Plata, MO.
Bids will be accepted until Friday, Dec. 8th.
Send bid proposals to La Plata Community Fire
Protection District, 1000 Amoco Road, La Plata,
MO 63549.
If you have questions, call
Richard Burns at 660-341-0887.

Sub District Number 4 consists of the following area to
wit: The part of Macon County Nursing Home District
which is located in Macon (former) Ward 2 (are North of
Bourke Street and West of Rubey Street as the line thereof
is extended northerly by the Norfolk and Wester Railway
Co. right of way.); and N.W. ¼ of Hudson Township; and
Eagle and Liberty Townships in Macon County, MO.
Sub District Number 5 consists of the following area to
wit: That part of Macon County Nursing Home District
which is located in Callao City and Township, Bevier City &
Township and East Valley Township in Macon County, MO.

Missing Something?
You are getting The Journal,
but now you are missing sports,
columns, area event
coverage, puzzles and
more?
Subscribe to the
Home Press today
and get what
you’ve been
missing!
Subscribe today
and get a
Free Internet
Subscription!

Recruitment Day - Thursday, January 4, 2018
Distribution Center Team Members
Full-time with benefit package (first time hiring full-time
since early 2015)
• Distribution Center Positions (2nd shift)
• Trailer Maintenance (1st shift)
Temporary Seasonal
• Distribution Center Positions (2nd shift)
First Shift = Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Second Shift = Sunday - Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. to 3:30 a.m.
See our website www.orschelnfarmhome.com for details
Attend this on-site hiring event January 4th from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Apply online or bring completed application;
interviews held onsite.
Orscheln Farm & Home Distribution Center
1515 Omar Bradley Drive, Moberly, MO
(660)269-4009
Equal Opportunity Employer

NAME:
ADDRESS:
STATE:
ZIP:
PHONE:
1-Year Macon & Shelby County - $40
1-Year Neighboring Counties - $45
1-Year Elsewhere - $60
1-Year Online Only - $25
Mail payment to:
The Home Press
115 N. Rubey, Macon, MO 63552
To pay by Credit Card, please go to
maconhomepress.com
and click SUBSCRIBE
or Call 660-395-4663
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Y
Turning 65? Medicare Questions?
We Have Medicare Answers!

ou can also send
us a message
on Facebook,
however, we may
not get back to you
right away. The
best method is to
call during business
hours from 8:30 am to
5:00 pm or email us
anytime!

E-Mail

News
news.homepress@gmail.com

Macon
660-395-HOME (4663)

Phone

Fax

Advertising
ads.homepress@gmail.com

La Plata
660-332-4431

La Plata
660-332-7561
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AND THE BIBLE SAYS
103 E Main St., Atlanta, MO 63530

660-239-4512
fax 660-239-4513

www.elliottfunerals.com
K. Prentice Elliott
Shelly Elliott
K. Prentice
Elliott • Shelly Elliott • Charles K. Watson
Charles
K. Watson

Randy & Michele - Neil & Sherry Travis
125 South Church Street
La Plata, MO 63549
(660) 332-7145
www.travisfuneralchapel.com

Obituary Policy
All obituaries 300 words
or less are $25.00;
301 to 400 words are $45.00;
401 to 500 is $65.00; 500 and up,
contact us for pricing.
$10 extra to add a photo.
Death Notices are free and include:
Name, Dates of birth and death,
funeral information and immediate
family members.

Obituaries

By Steven Saunders

How Narrow is the Bible?
Welcome back my Bible student friends! Yes, those who
are reading these articles are students of the Bible, and
therefore, I count you as friends. Asa we studied next
week, we talked about the “narrow” nature of the Bible
since it has “truths” that God gives us to follow. I showed
how that in other areas of life, we know that truths, facts,
or laws of nature, all demonstrate a “narrowness” that we
all understand and accept. If we drop a ball, we know
that it will hit the ground unless otherwise impeded.
That is based on a natural law, and is therefore a truth. 1
+ 1= 2 every time, because it is a fact! So, truth is always
narrow!
As we ended the study last week, I mentioned we’d look
at some Bible examples of this today. Take for example
Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Jesus
was the spokesman here, so the question about this
passage is whether Jesus did, or did not, make baptism
necessary to salvation. He either did, or He didn’t. Some
of us believe that He did; others vehemently deny it. It
must be apparent to all that somebody is teaching false
doctrine on this point. Is it broadminded to ignore these
contradictions and pretend they do not exist? Some socalled “churches” teach that a child of God cannot fall
away from the favor of God and be lost; others teach that
one can fall away and be lost. Does the Bible teach both?
1 Corinthians 10:12, Hebrew 4:12, What would you say?
(And, there are others we could read.)
Now if we are to escape the stigma of being called
“narrow”, we must cooperate with and encourage the
man who is teaching the very opposite of what we
believe to be the truth. Is this honesty? If one preacher
preached four conflicting doc trines, people would
call him a hypocrite; but if four preachers preach four
conflicting doctrines, they are all supposedly teaching
the truth! Really?
How road should we be? One church teaches that Jesus
of Nazareth was a great man and a great teacher, but the
He was not the Son of God. Another worships God, but
denies the divinity of Jesus. Shall we have these men
in our fellowship? If honesty and sincerity are the only
criteria, why not? Who will say they are not as honest
as we are? Some denominational preachers are already
taking this position. They swap pulpits with Jewish
Rabbis, Buddhist, etc. and this shocks the religious
sensibilities in the world, but it is the legitimate and
inevitable fruit of that “anything and anybody- is right”
attitude that we are talking about.
Most members of denominations are not ready to take
in these more
“broadminded positions” preachers into their worship
and fellowship. So, they are a bit “narrowminded” to
some degree. We must believe in Christ they say; we
must se alike on those scriptures that teach that Jesus
was the Son of God, that He was born of a virgin; that
he suffered vicariously; that he arose from the dead; that
he ascended into heaven where he intercedes for us. But
why must we see alike on these particular passages, but

Gary R. Pillers
Gary R. Pillers, 69, of
Macon, MO, passed
away
on
Tuesday,
December 19, 2017, at
the Samaritan Hospital
in Macon.
Gary was born on
January 17, 1948, in
Brookfield, MO, the son
of Latrelle and Violet
(Smith) Pillers. Gary
was united in marriage
to Bette Fessler on May
3, 1975, at the Immaculate Conception Church in
Macon. He graduated from Macon High School
in 1966. Gary was a member of the Immaculate
Conception Church and worked for the Macon
Municipalities for many years retiring in 2006. Gary
loved airplanes and vintage cars, his 1968 Dodge
Coronet was his pride and joy. He enjoyed going to
car shows, drag races, and especially spending time
with family. His grandchildren meant everything to
him, he never missed a sporting or school event.
Gary is survived by his wife, Bette of the home; one
son, Nathan Pillers and his wife Tegan of Macon;
two grandchildren, Boden and Ava Pillers of Macon;
one brother, Richard Pillers and his wife Brenda of
Elsberry, MO, one niece, Angelena Pillers of Elsberry,
and several in-laws.
He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister,
Shirley Dennis, and one half brother, David Kitts.
Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:00 am, Friday,
December 22, 2017, at the Immaculate Conception
Church with Father Ben Nwosu officiating. Burial
will be in the St. Mary’s Cemetery in Macon. A prayer
service will begin at 3:30 pm, Thursday afternoon,
with a visitation from 4-6 pm, at the Hutton &
McElwain Funeral Home in Macon. The family
suggests memorials to the St. Mary’s Cemetery or the
Immaculate Conception Catholic School.
have unbounded liberty to differ on nearly everything
else? IF the Bible is God’s Word, how much of it is
important, and how must is unimportant? How much
truth is essential and non-essential?
We feel no personal animosity, of course, toward those
who teach things we don’t believe; but we cannot, with
a good conscience, bid them Godspeed, 2 John vs. 10,
Galatians 1:9. Two things we know: (1) Truth does not
contradict truth, and (2) we will not learn by hiding our
heads in the sand and refusing to admit that religious
divisions exist, or that such are wrong.
Let’s pray that we have a New Year that will open our
hearts to draw closer to God, James 4:7-8. I look forward
to our studies through the new year.

Capitol Perspectives: New Perspectives to the
Education Commissioner’s Firing
By Phill Brooks

Since the ouster of Missouri’s education
commissioner, there have been two developments
that add some context to this issue.
One involves the governor’s failure to cite a
specific reason for his efforts to get the state’s top
education leader fired.
Initially, the governor issued a statement raising
general objections to the education system
without citing any specific failures of the state’s
education commissioner.
But the governor may have filled in a missing
context during a session with rural newspaper
journalists a few days after Greitens’ Education
Board appointees cast the deciding votes to fire
Vandeven.
“What is it specifically that Margie Vandeven
had done or didn’t do that warranted your efforts
to have her removed,” I asked.
The governor’s response echoed his earlier
statements that education is heading in the wrong
direction, criticizing both student achievement
numbers and school administrator salaries.
His failure to cite a specific reason prompted me
to do something I’ve taught my students to avoid
-- using a question to put words into the mouth
of a news source.
Too many times, we make the mistake of
reporting something from a news source in
which the terminology attributed to the source
actually began with the words in the questions
we asked.
But I thought Greitens’ general non-response to
a specific question warranted an exception to the
rule against putting words in a source’s mouth.
So, I asked, “am I hearing you say that essentially
your problem with the former commissioner is a
failure to lead?”
“There is a failure to get results,” was the
governor’s immediate response.
Bingo. For the first time, a specific reason.
You may or may not agree, but there’s now a
specific issue for debate.
Vandeven’s supporters argue she
shouldn’t be held responsible for
things beyond her control.
But Greitens is not the first
public figure I’ve heard say that

leaders are expected to lead and seek changes
they don’t have direct power to make.
That session with the governor illustrates
how public leaders can benefit from exposing
themselves, on a regular basis, to the tough
questions from journalists.
So many times I’ve found that tough questions
can help them refine their answers to make what
they really mean more understandable to the
general public.
It’s not my job as a journalist to help politicians
improve their answers. But it is my responsibility
to try, as best I can, to seek to understand and
report what they mean.
Sometimes, that requires putting words in
their mouths, as long as I start the question with
something akin to “did you mean...” to make
clear the purpose of my question.
How different might have been the critical
stories about the governor’s efforts to oust the
education commissioner if his explanation had
been a “failure to get results” -- rather than the
governor’s Education Board appointees walking
out of the meeting refusing comment.
The state auditor added another context to
this education issue a few days after Vandeven’s
dismissal.
Democrat
Nicole
Galloway’s
education audit contained data that backed one
of the Republican governor’s main arguments
about education administrator salaries. The
audit reported that spending for public school
administration rose faster than teaching in
recent years.
That’s the governor’s argument. But the audit
also found that for charter schools, which
Greitens supports, administrative costs also were
rising faster than teaching.
All this foreshadows what I suspect will be a
major issue for the 2018 legislative session -- one
beyond confirmation of the education board
members who voted to fire Vandeven.
Should the state be tampering with the salaries
of local schools?
One state Education Board member warned
that pitting the salaries of teachers against
administrators disrupted school boards.
Should the state expand the number of charter
schools or strengthen their standards?
The overriding issue involves diverting public
funds from traditional public schools to charter
schools, private online courses and vouchers for
private education.
Some suggest that given Greitens’ significant
campaign funding from school-choice advocates,
one of his real motivations has been to transform
the Missouri Education Department into an
agency more supportive of alternatives to local
public schools.
It’s all going to make for what I suspect will be a
fascinating 2018 legislative session.
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Playground Work Begins

Cut to the Chase

Now that you know, what will you do?
Take the first step and call Woodward Audiology to give us an opportunity to
help you. Schedule your comprehensive hearing evaluation!

Appointment times are limited — call today!

(660) 626-2777

Visit us at our convenient locations:
Brookfield
Applegate Medical Clinic
125 E. Lockling Ave.
Brookfield, MO 64628

Macon
Samaritan Hospital
Specialty Clinic
1205 N. Missouri St.
Macon, MO 63552

SMITH FORD

Ford
Transit Connect
Silver

SMITH FORD

$38,995
2013

T7551A

Ford
Explorer

White

$16,995

U2068

2010
Ford
F-150

Kenny Bailey
963-2022

kenny@smithmotor.com
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T7489C

bill@smithmotor.com
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SMITH FORD
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(816) 632-HEAR(4327)
Trenton
Henson Chiropractic Clinic
1601 E 9th Street, Suite C
Trenton, MO 64683

Albany
Northwest Medical Center
705 College Street
Albany, MO 64402

1 Johns Hopkins Medicine. (2011). Hearing Loss and Dementia Linked in Study. Retrieved from: http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/news/media/releases/hearing_loss_and_dementia_linked_in_study
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Happy New Year!

www.woodwardaudiology.com

Cameron
602 Lana Drive, Suite F
Cameron, MO 64429

2009
White

$14,995

Bill Thudium
258-5707

$11,995
Ford
Edge

Tan

T7558A

$18,995
2011
Ford
Mustang

Red

T7542A

SMITH FORD

2015

Black

U2066A

SMITH FORD

309 Forrest
Brookfield, MO
660-258-2267
1-800-FOR-SMITH
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Ford
Expedition
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• Adults with severe hearing loss are five times more likely to develop dementia.1

SMITH FORD

www.smith-ford.com
2016

SMITH FORD

• Adults with moderate hearing loss are three times more likely to develop dementia.

SMITH FORD

Since 1951

SMITH FORD

• Adults with mild hearing loss are two times more likely to develop dementia.

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

Dementia and hearing loss

SMITH FORD

HEARING HEALTH HAS A DIRECT EFFECT
ON YOUR OVERALL WELLNESS.

Unionville
Putnam County
Memorial Hospital
1926 Oak St.
Unionville, MO 63565

SMITH FORD

Smith Motor

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

SMITH FORD

been some discussion of eliminating 1031
exchanges all together, which would have
had devastating effects on the farm real estate
market, but this final compromise will cause
much less disruption to farming operations.
Some of the effects of this change may be
offset by an increase in the ability to write
off the cost of new and used machinery,
equipment and livestock under the Section
179 Small Business Expensing provision. The
new law doubles the current deduction to a $1
million cap and indexes it for inflation. Rules
for immediate expensing are also expanded
and will now allow full and immediate
expensing of business investments, also
known as “bonus depreciation.”
In farming circles, perhaps the most
welcome news is the dramatic reform of
the Estate Tax, often called the “death tax.”
The first $11 million of an individual’s estate
(and the first $22 million of a couple’s estate)
will now be exempt from the Estate Tax,
indexed to rise with inflation over the next
eight years. At the end of 2025, this provision
expires and the law reverts back to current
law. While a permanent change would have
been preferable to help families plan ahead
with more certainty, this provision makes an
enormous difference in the number of family
farms that will be impacted over the next
eight years.
The details are thick and complicated, and
there are many more changes than these topline highlights. Missouri Farm Bureau has
simple overviews and more detailed analysis
on the front page of our website at MOFB.
org.

SMITH FORD

What the New Tax Law Means for Farmers
and Ranchers-By Eric Bohl
After years of negotiations and political
horse-trading, Congress has finally passed a
tax cut and reform bill. Unlike many previous
tax bills that phased in over a longer period,
most of this law goes into effect January
1, 2018. So what does the final bill mean to
farmers and ranchers?
Over 94 percent of farms are organized
as “pass-through” businesses. This means
income from the farm is not taxed as a
business, but rather on the owner’s personal
tax returns. To prevent corporations from
getting an unfair advantage over passthroughs, the new law allows pass-through
businesses to take a deduction equal to 20
percent of business income. This should be
a significant benefit to the vast majority of
Missouri farms and ranches.
One of the less-discussed items that will
affect farming and ranching operations is
a change to the Section 1031 Like-Kind
Exchange rules. Currently when a farmer
sells land, equipment or livestock, they can
defer any capital gains taxes if they purchase
replacement property of a “like kind.” This
allows farms to essentially trade one piece of
property for another without triggering a tax
payment.
The new law continues to allow such
exchanges for real estate and buildings but
eliminates it for other kinds of property.
This could pose some problems for breeding
stock or some equipment, but most other
such items do not appreciate in value and
therefore will not be affected. There had

DID YOU KNOW?

machine to the Recycle Center. Another
baler was added to accommodate an
increase in the volume of both cardboard
and textile recyclables being donated. The
new machines will increase production
efficiency and allow the recycle center
to collect more materials for their
customers and also sustain jobs for the
certified program employees, whom have
disabilities and are working in the MDI
extended employment program.
MDI
reminds
anyone
making
recyclables donations to please adhere
to the MDI accepted items list, so as
not to generate unwanted costs for their
valuable community service operation.
For a full list of accepted recyclable
materials and information on the
extended employment program, visit
MDI on-line at www.macondiversified.
com.

SMITH FORD

those gift bags for huge.
To go along with the gift bags, La Plata’s
giving people made, Christmas stockings
possible for some excited children. I can
go on and on but...
Personally, I want to thank all the
people who make the Clothing Center
possible. From the wonderful, loving and
caring people who work there to those
who shop there, thank you. So many
times I am overcome with an emotion
of gratitude I cannot voice. La Plata and
friends of the Clothing Center I simply
say: thank you and may God bless you
this time of year and in 2018. Just as the
Babe from Heaven came so many years
ago, and brought peace, may the peace of
God bless you and your home.
Thank you Wanda Dodd, Director

MDI is very proud to announce that
the nonprofit has been awarded grant
funding from the Mark Twain Solid Waste
District Management and the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources,
for purchase of two new vertical baler
machines and a system of mobile bins,
to be used in MDI’s community Recycle
Center operation.
The bins are mobile wire bins, set on the
facility property at 1103 Enterprise Road,
for use by residents and area businesses,
to collect a variety of recyclables accepted
at MDI, including, cardboard, paper,
aluminum beverage cans and steel food
cans, as well as, limited plastic items resin
coded #1 and #2.
MDI applied for the grant funds, which
stems from tipping fees collected at the
area’s landfill, to replace a failing baler
machine and to install an additional baler

SMITH FORD

Christian Ministries

From the desk of Wanda Dodd:
Christmas has come. In this season
where much has been given, La Plata
Christian Ministries Clothing Center
has been hard at work. The new clothes
were hung; the toys and gifts were on
display for people to take home and
wrap, then put under the tree. We prayed
for a mom who was in tears, and a dad
who needed help. A little boy got a new
superhero shirt complete with a cape.
Help for the projects we were able to
pull off came from all over La Plata and
Northeast Missouri. We were able to fill
gift bags with food from C&R. Those gift
bags were also included all the food gifts
people helped through our local Dollar
General. Your support, as you gave
through Dollar General, was what helped
to fill the food gift bags. As you can see

Pictured with some of MDI’s Recycle Center employees are the MDI Executive
Director, Cindy Schaefer, Mark Twain Regional Council of Governments Board
Member, Presiding Commissioner, Alan Wyatt, and Mark Twain Regional Council of
Governments staff member for solid waste planning, Devyn Windsor.

SMITH FORD

fellowship and the generous support
of our families and community we will
continue to raise funds to purchase ageappropriate playground equipment for
our students with the goal of installation
in Summer 2018. Anyone interested
in contributing can contact the school
office: 660-385-7188

MDI Receives Grant

SMITH FORD

Tri
County
Christian
School’s
playgrounds are getting a facelift! Phase
one has begun: JT Holman Construction,
O’Laughlin INC. and many school
and community volunteers gave of
their time and resources to help lay the
foundation for our elementary school’s
new playground equipment.
With the help of our parent teacher

Kirksville
Gutensohn Clinic
800 W. Jefferson St.
Kirksville, MO 63501
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A Message from the Mayor...
City of Macon 2107 Year End Report
By Mayor Dale Bagley

Before I get into why I believe that 2017
was a very successful year for the City
of Macon, I would like to express the
Macon City Council’s wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a blessed New Year to all
our citizens and area residents.
In 2017 the Macon City government
has welcomed Don Kinkhorst, Dick
Schlanker, and Greg Wiggans as new
Council members. The new Council
members have joined the other Council
members in their efforts to continue
to bring more jobs to our community
and to improve the quality of life for all
Macon’s citizens. City Collector Rebecca
Sims’ 37- year old computer system,
with its tractor feed printer, experienced
a catastrophic failure and the City
purchased a new system to maintain
the Collectors records and print the tax
bills for the City. Independent auditors
Williams - Keepers issued Macon a
positive report in their yearly audit of the
City and Utilities accounts. Macon City
Administrator, Vicky McLeland, worked
very hard with Missouri State Economic
Development and with Mark Twain
Regional Council of Governments to
close out the Nixon Blvd grant. With the
grant closed, the City of Macon is now
eligible to apply for Missouri Economic
Development Grants in the future.
If you are like me, you have been
impressed with the growth and
development of businesses in Macon
in 2017. We are fortunate to have a
strong core of Community businesses
that have served us well. The City of
Macon continues to support Macon
County Economic Development in
their mission to bring more jobs to
Macon and Macon County. The City
is excited to see the addition of several
new businesses and others that are in the
process of expanding. The Haymakers
fuel and convenience store has been
an outstanding improvement on the
Briggs and Highway 63 intersection. The
Breaktime fuel and convenience store is
moving and building a new expanded
facility, and the South Casey’s has plans
to begin to expand in their present
location. The Koch’s General Store is
a wonderful addition to the grocery
and dining possibilities in Macon and
will provide those living in Macon
or traveling through Macon with the
opportunity to get items that were only
available to shoppers many miles from
Macon. There is a heavy machinery
company that will be opening their
new Macon branch facility in the near
future and that business will be bringing
an estimated 34 new jobs to Macon. It
was exciting to have A.J.’s reopen their
outstanding restaurant in early 2017 with
all the wonderful food they bring to the
table. Macon has also added the Dollar
Tree, Rudkin Motors, Weller Retirement
Center, and many other new businesses
in 2017.
Macon is fortunate to be located at the
intersection of U.S. Highway 36 and
U.S. Highway 63. The City of Macon
and Macon County were instrumental
in helping make Highway 36 into a
four-lane highway. The building of the
four-lane Highway 36 has resulted in
noticeable economic development in

the City of
Macon.
The
Highway 36I-72 Corridor
Transportation Sales Tax that was
approved by the citizens of Macon
County and three other counties was
used to help fund the expansion of U.S.
36. The collection of this sales tax ended
on July 31, 2017, nearly 3 years earlier
than projected. On April 3, 2018, the
citizens of the four counties will be asked
to vote to abolish the Transportation
Development District that oversaw the
financing of the highway improvements.
The economic development and safety
importance of making Highway 36 a
four-lane highway can be seen in the
increased traffic flow and the number
of businesses that have chosen to locate
along that route. I know from talking
to the owners and operators of many of
the new or expanded businesses that the
four- lane expansion was a significant
reason for their decision to locate in
Macon.

In 2017, Macon has removed the
deteriorated asphalt apron at the MaconFower Memorial Airport and replaced it
with a new concrete apron that will last
longer and provide a lower maintenance
surface. The money that paid for these
improvements was made available to
Macon by the FAA, MoDOT, and a 10%
match from the City of Macon. Before
the old asphalt apron was removed its
surface was falling apart. If an airplane
taxied across the apron, the plane would
throw loose rocks at high velocity with the
potential to cause damage to airplanes or
to anyone that might be standing within
the area.
Thanks to the support of the Macon
voters for the Street Improvement Sales
Tax, the City began a program of street
improvement of the Macon’s city streets.
You may have noticed the street and
sidewalk improvements in downtown
Macon. These 2017 improvements
were made possible because the City of
Macon qualified for a MoDOT grant
that was used to remove and replace the
sidewalks on Vine and Rubey Streets.
The grant also paid for approximately 10
feet of street surface improvement next
to where the sidewalks were replaced.
The City used the funds in the Street
Improvement Account to resurface the
remaining portion of both Rubey and
Vine Street downtown. The MoDOT
grant didn’t provide enough funds to
purchase the number of street lights
that the plans called for. The Macon
Downtown Association stepped forward
and collected enough money to buy the
additional light poles and the LED Lamps.
The Macon Downtown Association is
a great example of how Macon citizens
and business owners are vital in helping
the City of Macon as it works to make
our community better.
To complete the asphalt resurfacing
of the remainder of the streets on the
downtown square will be a goal for the
Macon City Street Program. It turns out
that a good portion of those costs could
be paid for by using STP Program money
that MoDOT has allocated to Macon.
It is important to note that the Macon
City Street Committee has collected
information about the city streets most
in need of repair in each of the City’s four
Council Wards. The Street Committee is
currently working on a master plan to
responsibly use the street tax funds that
will be collected during the 10-year term

Heartland Headlines

By Kathy Nickerson
We celebrated Christmas in the Heartland community
with all the traditional parties and programs this year.
Then, we added one more celebration. Our pastor became
Dr. Kris Palmer when he and his wife, Martha, travelled
to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, just before Christmas. After
several years of intense study, Dr. Palmer graduated
with his Doctorate from Lancaster Bible College.
Dr. Palmer also serves as the President of Heartland
Christian College. All those titles could get confusing.
Especially since the Palmer clan already has another
doctor in the family with their son, Jordan. But, Pastor
Kris carries each role and each title well. He and Martha
simply serve and love people in all their spheres of
influence. That includes Heartland Community Church,
the College, the surrounding community, and the wider
world when they travel on mission trips.
We are so grateful for this milestone and the blessing
the Palmers are to our community. We look forward to
what God will do with and through them in the years
ahead. Congratulations again, Dr. Palmer.

FIND IT EACH WEEK IN

of the sales tax.
The Macon City Park Board has done a
great job improving and maintaining the
Macon City Parks. In 2017 the City has
refurbished the Round House in Blees
Park. The Round House is used by the
citizens of the community for meetings,
weddings, family reunions, club
meetings and birthday parties. The Park
Board is continuing the effort to build a
new Aquatic Center that will replace the
old Macon City Pool. The old pool had
to be closed due to issues that presented
a real danger to those using it. The City
of Macon was fortunate that Jack and
Phyllis Davison generously donated 4.5
acres of land that is an excellent location
for the Aquatic Center. Soil samples
were collected by a drilling company and
those samples showed that the soil on
the property would be excellent for pool
construction. As Lake Street road has a
paved surface, the cost to provide access
to the pool will be less. Macon Municipal
Utilities can provide the necessary
utilities for the Aquatic Center because
they are conveniently located nearby.
The Macon City Park Board will make
sure that the Aquatic Center and pool
will provide for the recreational needs of
people of all ages.

One of the ways that the
City of Macon can better
serve the community is
to partner with groups
that provide a needed
service to the Macon
Area. A good example
of that cooperation is
the City’s agreement
with the Long Branch

SALE TO BE HELD AT THE QUALITY INN & SUITES
120 LINDSEY DRIVE, HANNIBAL, MO

SAT., JANUARY 27 @ 5:00 P.M.

(Subject to Survey)

11 Tracts

3 HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER
BOTTOM CROPLAND!
3 (2) 7-STAND PIVOTS!
3 A PORTION SURFACED
LEVELED & TILED!
3 UNPRECEDENTED
INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY!

Land is located in
Sections 28, 29, 30, 32 &
33, T59N•R5W and
Sections 4 & 5, T58N•R5W,
Fabius Township, Marion
County, MO approximately
4 miles northeast of
Palmyra, MO or 8 miles
north of Hannibal, MO.

4L LAND, LLC

REPRESENTING ATTORNEY: Lynn G. Carey & Paul J. Puricelli
Stone, Leyton & Gershman
7733 Forsyth Boulevard • Suite 500 • St. Louis, MO 63105 • Ph: 314-721-7011
TITLE WORK BY: Mark Twain Title Co.
123 S. Main Street • Palmyra, MO • Ph: 573-769-2212

AUCTION MANAGER: BILL FRETWELL AT (660) 341-7735
SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC • TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161
IL LIC. #444000107 • www.sullivanauctioneers.com
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www.OzarkSteakhouse.com
NO CATTLE SALE DEC. 26

Special Calf & Yearling Sale January 2
Special Calf & Yearling Sale January 9
Consign now to one of these special sales.

We want to wish Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to all the great
friends & familywho support
Lolli Brothers livestock
through out the year

Lolli Bros. Livestock Market Inc.
704 Main St. * Macon, MO
660-385-2516 * lollibros.com

For trucking or appraisals contact Dominic Lolli 660-651-4024,
Frankie Lolli 660-651-4040 or Tim Lolli 660-651-3496

Knox County

1,550

CONTIGUOUS
ACRES±

A Free Publication from The Home Press

Area YMCA that allows the “Y” to use
the City’s Don Schelle Ball Fields in the
Blees City Park for Softball and Soccer.
This year the City Park Board continued
making the needed improvements on
the Don Schelle Fields and the facility
has never looked better. The City is
very appreciative of the outstanding
work of the Long Branch Area YMCA
in providing healthful activities in our
Community. The City supports the
Macon Community Child Development
Center by sponsoring their NAP grant
and other funding mechanisms and
participation on the CCDC Board
of Directors. This year the Macon
Community Development Center has
expanded its facility and now serves even
more children. The new addition includes
a general purpose room/safe room and
other needed facility improvements. Our
community is fortunate to have this great
facility for the children of families in the
Macon area and we are very grateful
for the outstanding quality program
for the children. The City also partners
with the Literacy Center in providing
educational opportunities for those that
need additional opportunities to get
their High School equivalency diploma.
In addition, the City works with the
Moberly Area Community College to
make it possible for individuals to get
college credit courses and training right
here in Macon.

The Macon City Council selected Adam
Dawdy to be the Macon City Police Chief.
Adam Dawdy, who replaced former
Chief Steve Olinger, had served as interim
The ¼ cent Macon Fire Department tax
Chief for about six months and has done will provide the funding needed to allow
an excellent job. Also new to the Macon the Department to provide first class fire
Police Department is Kevin Myers who protection and to enhance the safety of
was hired in May of 2017 as the Macon the fire personnel that put their lives on
City Code Enforcement Officer. At a the line to protect our families, homes
recent Council meeting Chief Dawdy and businesses. Chief Ross Dutton
reported that within the last few weeks, reported call-outs, business inspections,
two police cars were towed to Columbia and fire safety training has increased
and one to Moberly for repairs. The cost dramatically in 2017.
of some of these repairs will be more
than the value of the car being repaired.
Thank you for taking the time to learn
However, he felt that the repairs had to be more about the great things happening
made regardless of the cost because the in Macon in 2017. I believe our citizens
City needed to keep them on the road. can be very proud of the progress and
Two other Police cars have been taken success that has been achieved in Macon,
out of service and will not be repaired and of the great spirit of cooperation that
due to cost. The Macon City Council exists between Macon’s citizens and their
recognizes the need to replace several Macon City government. If you would
of the worn- out police vehicles in order like to volunteer to help make Macon
to make sure that the City can provide even better in 2018, please stop by City
the highest quality police response and Hall and visit with me, Vicky McLeland,
protection. Chief Dawdy reported that or contact your City Council Member. I
he had looked at the possibility of leasing know that with your help we cannot fail.
some new Ford vehicles that are specially
designed for police work. He found
that the thousands of dollars that it is
Dale Bagley, Mayor
costing the City to repair the old police
City of Macon
cars every year would cover a significant
part of the cost needed to
pay the lease on four new
Police vehicles. When
the Macon City Council
passed the 2018 Macon
Adults $29.99 • Ages 6-10
City Budgets they were
$6.25, 5/under $5.50
supportive of purchasing
Between Newark & Bethel, MO
the Police cars to replace
RESV. SUGGESTED
DEC. 31, 4:30-9PM
the worn- out vehicles
660-284-6333
that are blowing a hole in
Smoked Brisket & Pork, Filet Mignon Surf & Turf, Lobster Bisque, Lemon
Pepper Salmon, Frog Legs, Seafood Pasta, Shrimp Gumbo, Creole Shrimp
the Police Department’s
Stew, Jumbalaya, Crabby Balls, Crab Salad, Shrimp Cocktail...Plus side
maintenance budget.
dishes, salad and bread bar, and an irresistible dessert table!
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Deadline
Wednesday
5:00

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2018 at 10 AM
AUCTION LOCATION: American Legion Hall
Hwy. 156 in Novelty, MO

PROPERTY LOCATION: From Edina, MO take Hwy. 15 south
12 miles to the Jct. of County Road 381 and 410. Tract 1 and
2 are on the east side of Hwy. 15 with County Road 410 going
between the tracts. Tract 3 is on the west side of Hwy. 15
at the Jct. with County Road 381. Tract 4 is located from Plevna, take County Road 378 west to Tract 4 on the right. Tract 5
is located just east of Plevna on Hwy. 15
to 67511 State Hwy. 15.

PRE-AUCTION PROPERTY VIEWING
Tuesday, December 26 from 2PM to 4 PM

465 +/- ACRES (352.79 TILLABLE)
IN 5 TRACTS RANGING FROM 1.5 ACRES
WITH A HOUSE TO 166 ACRES

The Property Is located In Twp. 60N, R10W, Section 31
and Twp. 60N, R11W, Sections 28 and 36 All
In Knox County.

SELLERS: JOHN L. AHERN TRUST

Wheeler
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& REAL ESTATE Deadline
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The Macon County

23101 HWY. 24, PARIS, MO 65275 | 660-327-5890
WWW.WHEELERAUCTIONS.COM

Serving Northeast Missouri Since 1876

Chas Wheeler

Owner/Auctioneer

Charlie Nordwald
636-795-4552

Mike Williams
816-797-5450

Kirby Fecht
217-248-2906
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For More Information
call Charlie Nordwald
at 636-795-4552
or 660-327-5890
wheelerauctions.com
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If you’ve pretty much been planted in the couch
cushions since that candy binge in October all the way
through New Year’s Eve cocktails, here’s how to start
exercising and establish a fitness routine you’ll actually
stick with.
By Diana Kelly
If the only workout you’ve done over the past few
weeks is beating yourself up for being lazy, it’s time
to forgive and move on. We asked weight loss experts
and personal trainers for their best advice on how to
start exercising again after a lull. Here’s how to get up,
establish a fitness routine, and stay motivated long past
waning New Year’s resolutions.
People often focus on their fitness goals—a certain dress
size, weight, or athletic achievement, for instance—
without appreciating where their bodies are now, says
Jonny Straws, a certified personal trainer based in
Orange County, Calif. Rather than starting your fitness
and health journey obsessing about so-called “problem
areas,” begin from a positive perspective. Write a list that
includes at least “Five things I really like about myself
right now,” Straws suggests. “It’s important that people
love themselves now for who they are and not for what
they want to become, because sometimes they’ll reach
their goal and still not appreciate themselves when
they’re at their finish line,” he says.
Take Some Selfies
In order to accurately track your progress, it’s helpful
to identify your starting point and then define your
goal. Straws suggests taking measurements of your body
and some photos so you’ll be able to see how far you’ve
come. Throw on a sports bra and shorts (or a bathing
suit or whatever you feel comfortable using), then take a
video with your smart phone to capture your body from
all angles. You can turn the video into still photos by
taking screen shots. Do this every two to four weeks to
track your progress, Straws says. You might also want
use a tape measure and track measurements in your
biceps, waist, hips, bust, and thigh areas so you can see
you’re losing inches, even on weeks when it seems the
scale hasn’t budged.
Start Small.
So you haven’t lifted a weight since the week before
Halloween? Give yourself a break. “People want to go
back to where they were with their fitness a few months
ago, but they can’t,” says Liz Josefsberg, CPT, a weight
loss expert who worked several years as the director of
brand advocacy for Weight Watchers. The first week
you’re easing back into exercising, start small. Know
that any movement is good movement. Commit to
doing 10 minutes of an exercise video or walking for
exercise three days this week. “This will help you
establish behaviors and create the habit you want to
have in place,” she says.
Make One Change at a Time.
The first week you intend to exercise, look ahead at your
schedule and establish modest changes to your routine.
On Sunday night, commit to getting your exercise
clothes out for the next day and then setting your alarm
to wake up 30 minutes earlier on Monday. “Set the bar
low with new behavior modifications in order to make
changes that’ll last,” says Josefsberg. She doesn’t even
suggest exercising that first Monday. Just prep the night
before and wake up earlier. Then on Tuesday morning,
slip on those exercise clothes and do 10 minutes of one
exercise DVD, suggests Josefsberg.
Write down five ways you are going to be healthy today,
Straws says: “Written words are powerful!” Your daily
success list could include things like not drinking soda,
eating more vegetables, doing 30 minutes of walking
today, taking the stairs in your office once a day, and
drinking more water. Keep them small and achievable
so you’ll be motivated by your daily victories.
Plan Out Your Mornings.
Starting a morning workout routine is just like
establishing any other new habit: It requires some

plain-old hard work and dedication. Try these tips
from Josefsberg to make it stick: Prep your coffeemaker
to go off tomorrow morning when you wake up, pack
your lunch the night before or ask your partner to help
out with making lunches for the family, decide which
workout DVD or routine you’re going to do the next
morning, lay out the work clothes you’ll wear and get
them ready the evening before, and consider buying
dry shampoo so you can save time in the shower before
you start your workday. Look at each week ahead
of time and plan exercise accordingly. If you have an
early-morning meeting, be realistic and understand
that you probably won’t work out that day. Advance
prepping and planning can eliminate decisions about
your workout, clothes, or what you’re eating that day—
freeing up time to actually exercise.
Overcome Your Fear of the Gym.
The gym can be an intimidating place for many
of us, and if you’re overweight, obese, or just plain
inexperienced you might be afraid that people are
staring or judging you. “Most of the time, everyone at
the gym is focusing on themselves, even the fittest, most
attractive person you’ll come across,” Straws says. Start
with cardio machines to build up your comfort level,
or bring some weights to a quiet area of the gym or an
empty studio to start training by yourself, he suggests.
You could also ask the personal trainers at the gym for
help getting set up on certain equipment to make sure
you’re using it properly
Expect to Fall.
Here’s the reality of any journey, whether it’s business,
relationships, diet, or fitness—you’re going to make
mistakes and stumble along the way. There will be
times when life will get crazy and you’ll temporarily
be derailed, says Straws. “Everyone falls. It’s part
of the experience and you should expect it. But the
difference between failing on a diet or fitness routine
and succeeding is that you pick yourself up from the fall
and keep going, or you use it as an excuse to quit,” he
says. Just like you would if you were faced with an issue
in the workplace, identify the problem and take action
to make sure it doesn’t happen again.
Be Ready for Week Three.
Between week three and week four is the classic time
when people quit their New Year’s resolutions, says
Josefsberg. “Start this journey knowing you’re going to
be tempted to drop your routine during that ‘red flag’
time and reward yourself so you’ll be inspired to keep
going,” she says. Buy a new workout outfit, begin a new
fitness DVD, try a new class at your gym, download
some new songs, buy new shoes, or reward yourself
with a massage or mani/pedi pampering session. “Get
through that scary time when your motivation starts to
wane and you’ll come out on the other side with your
behaviors even more ingrained in those healthy habits,”
Josefsberg says.
Look Beyond Weight Loss.
“I would suggest divorcing the terms ‘weight loss’ and
‘exercise’ from one another,” says Josefsberg. Exercise
for the health benefits that aren’t related to weight
loss, like feeling more energized, happier, calmer,
and experiencing better sleep. “I think it can become
punishing when you think of exercise in terms of
weight loss, especially when you’re starting out,” says
Josefsberg.
When you don’t feel like exercising, remind yourself
of how good you’ll feel during or after exercise, says
Sydney-based exercise physiologist Bill Sukala. “If
you can begin to associate being active with pleasure
and how good you feel as a result of it, you’ll be more
inclined to stick to your exercise routine,” he says.
Find Something You Can Stick With.
Fitness experts and doctors alike often say the “best
exercise” is the one you enjoy and will keep doing. If you
hate boot camp workouts or can’t see yourself making
a weekly commitment to yoga, move on to something

HOLIDAY HOURS
New Cambria Branch
Christmas-Closed Monday, December 25,2017
Lobby Closing at 3 - Friday, December 29, 2017
Drive Thru Closing at 5:30– Friday, December 29,2017
New Years-Closed Monday, January 1,2018

Bevier Branch
Christmas-Closed Monday, December 25,2017
Lobby & Drive Thru Closing at 5:30– Friday, December
29,2017
New Years-Closed Monday, January 1,2018
Normal Business Hours will resume on Tuesday, January 2, 2017
The Bank of New Cambria wishes you A Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!
Member FDIC
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you’ll look forward to showing up for. That workout
could be a dance class, Spinning, ballet-inspired barre
workouts, or walking with friends. You want to make this
experience as pleasant as possible. “Take an inventory of
what needs to happen in your life to make this time that
you’re starting an exercise program very, very different
from the last time you tried and quit,” says Josefsberg.
Make New Habits.
If you can nail down a few fitness habits—whether
that’s getting up a few mornings a week or even showing
up to the gym when you don’t feel like it—you’re more
likely to be successful. “Habit is 75 percent of the
challenge with exercise,” says Sukala. Once your mental
game is on point and established, the physical aspect of
following through with your intentions will be easier, he
says.
Do It for Yourself.
“If you made a promise to anyone else in your life—
your husband, child, boss, or friend—you would do
stick to it, but because it’s you and because you can
somehow always negotiate with yourself, you might not
stick to your commitment,” says Josefsberg. So if you hit
snooze a few times one morning and skipped your early
workout, find time to get those 30 minutes in later in the
day. “What I see is that when someone slips up once,
that becomes the excuse not to do the exercise at all,”
says Josefsberg. “Figure out where you’re going to put it
in the schedule… later in the week or that day.” This is
one of the most common problems Josefsberg sees her
clients make. Treat the fitness and health commitments
you make for yourself like you would your job, family,
and friendships. You wouldn’t let important people in
your life who are counting on you down, so why do it
to yourself?

9 Ways To Avoid Cracked, Dry
Skin This Winter

By Megan Mayer

Let’s just put it out there: winter and skin are not
the best of friends. At this point in the season, your
door can’t hang one more heavy coat and your online
shopping cart is full of one too many scarves, but let’s
not forget about the most essential part of winter: the
ongoing battle with dry skin.
As the temperatures continue to drop, the dry
environment and lack of moisture allows for cracked
hands, chapped lips and scaly legs. Ew. This winter
weather demands an upgrade to your skin care regimen,
because nothing complements that seasonal vampy lip
more than a hydrated, glowing face.
Read below for the basic rules to follow for skin care
this winter.
1. Moisturize, moisturize, MOISTURIZE.
Moisturizing is an essential part of our skin regimen,
but it’s particularly so in this dry, freezing weather. Be
sure to choose a product that is specific to your skin type
and remember to apply within a few minutes of bathing
to trap much-needed water.
2. Don’t rule out the humidifier.
Yes, it takes up space and, yes, it’s not the first item
on your Christmas list, but the added vapor will hyperhydrate your skin and help prevent a flaky, itchy outer
layer.
3. Vaseline is your best friend.
Dry feet? Check. Dry elbows and knees? Double check.
Lather up, ladies and gentleman, that little plastic
container is your go-to all winter long. From lip balm
to foot cream to makeup remover, this gooey substance
can “fix” just about anything.
4. Keep a bottle of hand cream in your purse or on your
desk.
Cracked-hands? No thanks. Keep your hands soft and
healthy this season by keeping a bottle on hand — those
mini bottles of lotionmake great stocking stuffers, by the
way.
5. Don’t shower in super hot water.
We know it’s tempting, but showering in scalding
temperatures tends to dry out your skin even more. Hot
water removes natural oils from the skin, and the more
oils removed, the drier the skin becomes.
6. Brush your lips with a toothbrush to get rid of that
excess skin.
Because NO ONE likes chapped lips.
7. What about those dry under-eye patches? Hello,
Aquaphor.
It may be in the Vaseline family, but Aquaphor is the
advanced therapy you need to survive the chilly season,
specifically for those exceptionally dry areas. Meet you
at Duane Reade.
8. Ditch the drugstore makeup remover wipes and
reach for the cold cream cleanser.
The towelettes may be convenient, but the cold cream
cleanser moisturizes AND removes makeup. Skin care
products with added alcohols, and sulfates not only
irritate but dry skin, too. We recommend Pond’s.
9.
Never forget Chapstick.
EVER.
10.
Bonus: Don’t shave your legs as often!
Hairy is better than scaly and who cares, you’re wearing
pants anyway.

Open
House
for the new Youth Center

at the Macon County
Fairgrounds.
The open house will run
on Thursday, January 4th
at 5:00 to 6:30.
Please come out and help us
celebrate the Grand Opening.

ournal
J

Deadline
Wednesday
5:00
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
Computer and Network
Solutions
395-9000 Option 3
1206 N Missouri St.

Email: cvcns@charitonvalley.com
www.cvalley.net

•Certified Professionals providing on-site IT service
•Business & Residential
•Hardware & Software Sales, Repairs & Upgrades
•Data Backup Services
•One source for all your IT, Equipment & Communication needs

Amy Cook-Admin.
Coordinator
Amy Elliott
IL/CDS Program Coordinator
Jean Spencer
ILS/Public relations

877-684-4542

AA Lumber and Truss

Commercial Services
Daily Cleaning,
Weekly Cleaning,
Bi-Weekly Cleaning,
Windows,
Linoleum & Tile Floors!

Call for FREE Estimate!
573-795-5809

Insured and Bonded
cleanandshineservices1@gmail.com

Valentine
Insurance Agency
John Cochran

37682 State Hwy AA Anabel, MO 63431
2 Miles East of Ten Mile

660.373.2549
Find Us on Facebook

Dan Schlipf
Antenna Service, LLC

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
FREE Phone Estimates

WE HAVE A VARIETY OF
OFF-AIR DIGITAL
TV ANTENNAS
& Accessories

29132 Bird Drive
Macon, MO 63552

660-384-4216
schlipfd@cvalley.net
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Yellow Pine Lumber

Engineered Truss Rafters

OSB • Plywood • Studs
Treated Post and Lumber
Nails • Torx Screw • Mini Barns
Blow in Insulation • Bott Insulation

Perry Eicher - 660-833-5843

630 N. Morley, Suite 110D, Moberly, Mo.

660-263-1111
Toll Free 1-800-369-1112

Farm • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Commerical

CheckMate Window Cleaning
Elisha Walter
660.591.2115
checkmate-window-cleaning.business.site
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Macon County Commission Minutes

December 7th, 2017
Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin Souther and Clarence
Walker
Commissioners met with Jim Houghton, road supervisor, to
discuss county road work being done. Concrete was poured

WELCOME TO THE WORLD, BABY GIRL!

Annabella Marie Cross, daughter of Matthew &
Melissa Cross of Bevier, MO was born at 12:06
a.m. June 2, 2017 at University of Missouri
Women's and Children's Hospital in Columbia. She
weighed 7 lbs, 4 oz and was 19 inches long. She has
one sibling Mattea Grace Cross, age 4. She is the
granddaughter of Diana and the late James
Sandner of Anabel and Willie and the late Nellie
Cross of Bevier. Great-grandparents are the late
Primo & Virginia Nicolai and the late Harry &
Rosie Sandner both of Macon.

on Kale Street Bridge and culverts have been installed on
Emerald Street east of Ethel. Road signs need to be ordered
for Hudson Township.
The Commission reviewed and approved minutes for
November 30th and December 4th, 2017.
Minutes of 11-6-2017 amended as follows: sally port bids –
Claypoole Construction $183,203.88 and Ross Construction
$179,290.00. The numbers had been switched in original
minutes. Amendment approved as read.
Commission approved Abatement of Taxes on Erroneous
Assessment order November-2017 being the October Term.
Commission met with Alan Spencer, County Assessor, to
discuss his budget plan.
Clarence Walker made a motion to approve certified copy
of order number 2017-18 to transfer $5,870.00 from Election
Services Fund to General Revenue Fund. Kevin Souther
seconded the motion. Clarence Walker – yes, Kevin Southeryes and Alan Wyatt- absent.
Clarence Walker made a motion to accept 2018 holiday
calendar as presented by Shirley Sims, County Clerk. Kevin
Souther seconded the motion. Clarence Walker-yes, Kevin
Souther-yes and Alan Wyatt-absent.
7:00pm Commissioners, County Treasurer, Krista Bruno,
and County Clerk, Shirley Sims, attended the Macon County

Park Board meeting to meet the new board members. Also,
the Commission reviewed the budgeting process with the
board for the coming year. Meeting Adjourned
December 11, 2017
Members Present: Alan Wyatt, Kevin Souther and Clarence
Walker
Commissioners met with Jim Houghton, road supervisor, to
discuss road work being done for the upcoming week. The
bridge on Kale Street should be open on Friday of this week.
Crews are fixing a hole on Dragonfly Place where the ditch is
washing around the culvert.
Mitch Wrenn, who is running as a candidate for District #6
Representative, met with the Commission and discussed the
platform that he is running on.
After reviewing JT Holman’s pay application, the
Commission agreed on final payment of $48,246.83 to be paid
to JT Holman. Clarence Walker made the motion to approve
final payment to JT Holman with a second by Kevin Souther
with all in favor. Clarence Walker-yes, Kevin Souther-yes
and Alan Wyatt-yes.
The Commission reviewed and approved accounts payable.
Meeting Adjourned

Tidings of Comfort & Joy

Happy Holidays
We will be open
Christmas Eve &
Christmas Day
All Day For

Dinner Buffet

Includes
Roast Duck, Roast Beef,
Shrimp & Sushi

8

$

99

Gift Certificates Available
511 E. BRIGGS
MACON PLAZA
SHOPPING CENTER
MACON • 660-385-5336

At Christmas time, may the company of loves ones present and the fond
memories of those who have passed surround you with happiness and
fill your heart with peace.

We wish you all the very best this holiday season.

Travis Funeral Chapel

125 S. Church Street, La Plata • 660.332.7145

Happy holidays!
Thanks to All of Our Customers for a Wonderful 2017
and Look Forward to Serving Our Community In 2018
Over 16 Years Experience
FREE Estimates!

Check out pictures
of our work on our
Facebook Page!

let us get your concrete projects
scheduled for this spring!

SPECIALIZING IN:
Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios
Garage Floors • Footings • Foundation
Dirt Work • Hauling • Lagoons
Household Remodeling
Outdoor Bar & Grills • Grain Bin Pads

Residential
Snow
Removal
Justin Anderson 660-651-3244 or Chris Walk 660-676-0393
andersonwalkconstruction@outlook.com
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Suzie Q’s
BAR & GRILL
FOOD • SPIRITS • POOL

DINE IN

CARRY OUT

Full Air Conditioned Lounge

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Supper

Open Mon.-Thurs. 5:30am-8:00pm, Fri. & sat. 5:30am-9pm, Sunday 6am-2pm

~CHAR-BROILED STEAKS~
~SEAFOOD~
~SMOKED BRISKET~
~SMOKED PULLED PORK~
~BURGERS & MORE~
~SALAD BAR~

DAILY LUNCH
SPECIALS
11AM-1PM
Also featuring
Hand-Cut
French Fries

1404 S. Missouri St.

315 HWY. JJ • HUNTSVILLE, MO
660-277-4466
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11 am - 8 pm
Sun. 11 am - 2 pm
Closed Monday

101 W. Front Avenue
New Cambria
Missouri 63558

660-226-5999

Mon - Sat: 6:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sun: 7:00 am - 2:00 pm

660-226-5999

Kellie Elsberry
Owner/Manager

2002 Silva Lane
Moberly, MO 65270
660-263-4747
Fax 660-263-3210
rickssteakhouseandgrill@yahoo.com

www.rickssteakhouse.com

103 W Chestnut St., Clarence, MO 63437

Family Restaurant
Open 7 Days
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Breakfast All Day

409 N. Missouri St.
Macon, MO 63552
660-395-2500

Mon - Sat 6 am to 8 pm
Sunday 6 am to 1:30 pm

HOMEMADE SPECIALS
and SOUPS DAILY

Hours:
Monday - Thursday 11am - 8pm
Friday 11-9pm • Saturday 11am - 8:30pm
Closed Sunday.
DINE-IN OR CARRY-OUT
Hwy 63 North, Macon • 660-385-1436

211 East Bourke St.
660-395-7977
OPEN 11:00AM - 8:00PM
Closed Sundays

It’s Worth the Drive!

Good Food, Good Friends and Good Times!!
Come to Tall Paul’s

Put Lunch
in the News
This ad could be yours!

Mon: 11:00 am - 1:30 pm • Tue - Sat: 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

5 Livingston Street • Bucklin
C
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Contact
Us

for more
information

THURSDAY (Buffet 4:30-9pm) - Fried chicken, sides including mashed
potatoes & gravy, biscuits, our full salad bar and dessert. $9.45 (Seniors $8.45)
FRIDAY - SATURDAY (Menu 4:30-9pm) - Steaks, seafood, pasta,
sandwiches, salads, and more. Friday night AYCE catfish platter just $10.95.
SUNDAY (Buffet 11am-2pm) - Two carving meats (smoked brisket, ham,
turkey, or prime rib), chicken, fish, side dishes, along with a customer favorite
white chocolate bread pudding, fresh salad bar, and irresistible dessert table.
Watch for monthly specials on our website, or sign up for email updates!

www.OzarkSteakhouse.com • Ph. 660-284-6333

660-395-HOME

Your Restaurant
1234 Main Street | Macon
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

400 New Creation Rd.,
Newark, MO
Just off Heartland Drive
(Rt. E) between Bethel &
Newark in the Heartland
community.

Monthly
Reastaurant
Guide
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while supplies last • No rain checks
Macon Only. Prices good 12/26/17 through 01/01/2018

Happy New Year

from your friends at Prenger Foods

Best Choice
Diced tomatoes
w/ green chilies
10 oz

Best Choice
Cheese spread
loaf, 32 oz

$4.48

2/$1.00

20 Piece
tender tray

always save
tortilla chips
12 oz

$22.99

2/$3.00

wimmer’s
summer sausage
12 oz

small mexican dip
tray $18.99

$4.99

small vegetable
tray $23.99

BEST CHOICE
snack crackers
13.7 oz

Prenger Automatic
Laser Wash
Tokens 6/ $21.00

$1.79

crown
royal

natural light

750 ml

$20.99

30 pack cans

$20.99

west wines
750 ml

$7.99

Selected VarietieS

$5 off

anY holiday party tray order
valued at $15.99 or more.
Coupon expires 01/09/2018

CLIP & SAVE
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