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When turkey hunting, know and obey all wildlife
laws. Hunters must always use good judgment
and take responsibility for their actions.

Basic Rules of Safety
SAFE EQUIPMENT AND GEAR
Make sure your equipment is in good working condition and properly
sighted in.
Know the effective range of your gun. Pattern your shotgun before turkey season.
Never use shot sizes larger than No. 4. Larger shot is restricted and
increases the chance of serious line-of-fire accidents.
Dress defensively. Never wear red, white, blue, or black while hunting
turkey.
Wear hunter orange when walking through the woods.
Use hunter orange to identify your hunting location.
If hunting from a tree stand, always wear a safety harness.
SAFE HUNTING PRACTICES
Scout the area you plan to hunt so you know where the boundaries,
houses, roads, fences, and livestock are located on the property.
Be cautious when approaching wild turkeys. Any calling you hear may
be another hunter.
NEVER wave, whistle, or make turkey calls to alert an approaching
hunter to your presence. Shout to reveal your presence.
NEVER identify a turkey by - or shoot at - sound or movement.
Positively identify a turkey before aiming.
Identify what lies beyond any turkey in your sight. Other hunters could
be beyond the target.
Wrap a bagged turkey or decoy in hunter orange while transporting it.
REPORTING ACCIDENTS
If you are involved in a firearms-related hunting accident, the law requires that you identify yourself and render assistance. Failure to do so
is a Class A misdemeanor.
Basic Turkey Hunting Ethics
Before hunting private land, obtain permission from the landowner.
Respect the property you are hunting on as if it were your own.
NEVER shoot at a turkey beyond the effective range of your shotgun.
Remember that 30 to 40 yards is about the average limit for a clean kill.
If you do not kill the turkey instantly, make every effort to find the wounded animal. Permission is required to enter private land.
Pick up litter, including
spent ammunition.
Clean and care for
your game properly.
Report observed violations of the law to a
conservation agent or
local sheriff as soon
as possible.

3

THE HOME PRESS SPRING HUNTING AND FISHING GUIDE
SPRING TURKEY HUNTING
Time of Day
Many hunters are in the woods before dawn, and most turkeys are killed
before 8 a.m. However, turkey hunting after 8 a.m. can be rewarding.
Most people leave the woods by 10 a.m. If you have the patience to
stay late, there are fewer hunters in the woods competing for available
birds.
Location
It is important to start your hunt from a good location. Be careful not to
hide too well. You want to be able to see in every direction in order to
spot approaching hunters. Consider any movement in the woods to be
another hunter until you can positively identify the object.
Attracting a Bird
Hooting like a barred owl or cawing like a crow usually encourages a
turkey to gobble, and are preferred ways to locate the birds early in the
morning. Hooting and cawing may get him to gobble without making
him look for you.
Various Calls
Variations of the yelp are the most frequently used calls. Most spring
turkey hunters yelp from 3 to 7 times—it’s not critical how many times,
but rhythm is important. It really does not matter whether you are raspy
or smooth, or using friction or diaphragm calls. Rhythm is the most important feature of effective calling. Pre-recorded tapes of turkey calls
can help you learn the various calls and associated rhythms.
Tree yelp— a very soft yelp that should be used when the gobbler is still
on the roost. Turkeys hear much better than humans. Before the hen
comes off the roost, she calls softly. After you get in position, try giving
a tree yelp while the gobbler is still on the roost.
Cluck —Turkeys frequently cluck while feeding and moving around undisturbed. You can make the clucking sound on any of the calls. This is
also one of the easiest calls to learn.
Cackle — is a series of excited clucks that hens sometimes make as
they fly down from the roost. The call gets faster and faster as she pulls
off the limb and flies to the ground, then tapers off and slows down as
she lands.
Cutting — is a sound turkeys make that is similar to the cackle. Cutting
consists of excited, fast, short, sharp clucks and is frequently made by
adult hens.
Purr — is the contented, soft call of the hen. Purring and clucking are
the calls that will bring turkeys in the last few yards.
Putt — is a sound both sexes make, typically consisting of a series of
hard, short, loud clucks, which serves as the alarm call.
Whine — is a soft, high-pitched, drawn-out call of the hen, usually used
in combination with putts and clucks.
Gobble — can be imitated with your voice, a box call, a diaphragm call
or a shaker-type of call designed specifically for gobbling. Beware of
gobbling during legal shooting hours, because you might attract other
hunters.
Spit and drum (or thrum) — is done while displaying for the hen. The
drum sounds like a giant rubber band vibrating in the woods. It is a very
soft call. If the drumming gobbler is hidden by brush, it can be difficult
to pinpoint his location.
Lost call or assembly call —is a series of pleading yelps that tend to get
louder and more pleading.
Kee-kee —is the whistle of a young turkey. The kee-kee run is the voice
of a young turkey changing from a whistle to a yelp and is usually heard
in the fall.
It takes Practice!
Sometimes you can use every call in the book and you still have trouble
getting the gobbler to come in those last few critical yards! Possible
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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A physical barrier, such as a woven-wire fence between you and the
turkey or another hunter or predator may have caused him to abandon
you for the moment
You may have called too loudly. Generally, turkeys only call loud enough
to be heard by another turkey. When your call is too loud, the gobbler
assumes the hen is close and he begins to strut and display.
Try turning your head to project the call behind you, and the gobbler
may move closer.
Be patient, you may be able to wait him out. If the gobbler has hens with
him, eventually the hens may leave and your periodic calling will start
working on the gobbler’s mating urges.
How often and how loud you want to call varies with the situation and
will come naturally to you with more experience.
Keep the turkey interested. If he loses interest, he may move out of the
area or go to another hen. Remember, the gobbler responds to stimuli
and to lure him in, you must emit the strongest, most seductive stimulus
while interacting with him.

REGULATIONS

Spring turkey permits are became available Tuesday, March 15.
DATES:
APR 18 2016 to MAY 08 2016
Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to 1 p.m.
Limits
Two male turkeys or turkeys with visible beard may be taken during the
season, with the following restrictions:
You may take only one turkey during the first week
If you do not take one during the first week, then you may take two turkeys during the second and third week.
You may not take two turkeys on the same day.
SPRING TURKEY HUNTING PERMIT
Limits: Two male turkeys or turkeys with a visible beard.
ALLOWED
Shotguns with shot not larger than No. 4
Longbows, recurve bows, or compound bows. Hand-held string releasing devices, illuminated sights, scopes, and quick point sights are allowed.
Crossbows
Atlatls

Welcome to Extreme Recreation, where the variety of powersports products is
second to none. In all of Brookfield, MO, there isn't a friendlier or more knowledgeable staff than ours. We're happy to help you find either the perfect recreational
vehicle or the parts you've been looking for. Check out our catalogs to see what we
have. If you need help in making your selection, call or stop in—we're always ready to
help!
We are family-owned and operated and conveniently located in Brookfield, MO.
Extreme Recreation can provide you with the latest and best in powersports products
to make your outdoor living more enjoyable. From the most recent in ATV technology
to the hottest new UTV’s, we can help you find the recreational vehicle that’s made for
you. Combine this wide array of selections with our friendly and knowledgeable staff,
and we're convinced Extreme Recreation will become your only stop for all of your
powersports needs.
We know individuality is important, which is why we pay close attention to the
interests of each customer. From the minute you walk through the door, meeting
your needs is our top priority. Founded not only on excellent customer service, but
also on the principles of hard work and a focused attitude, Extreme Recreation has a
long list of satisfied customers. Call or stop by, and you’ll be glad you did.

PROHIBITED
Shotguns capable of holding more than 3 shells in magazine and chamber combined
Shot larger than No. 4
(in use or in possession)
Any sighting device
that casts a beam of
light on the game
Thermal
imagery
equipment or night
vision equipment (in
use or in possession)
Recorded calls (in
use or in possession)
Use of dogs or live
decoys
Use of bait, which inI hope you never have a car accident. But if you do, it’s good to
cludes grain or other
know you’ll be happy with your claim experience. In fact, Allstate
feed placed or scatguarantees your claim will be fast, fair and hassle-free. Or your
tered so as to attract
money back. No questions asked. It’s another way Allstate is
turkeys. An area is
changing car insurance for good.
considered baited for
10 days even after
complete removal of
the bait. A hunter can
be in violation even
if he or she did not
know an area was or
is baited. It is illegal
to place bait in a way
that causes others to
be in violation of the
baiting rule.
Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Premium credit based on vehicle involved.
Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance, Co., Allstate Insurance ©2013 Allstate Insurance
Co.

CONTINUED
ON PAGE 5

5

THE HOME PRESS SPRING HUNTING AND FISHING GUIDE
APR 09 2016 to APR 10 2016
Spring Turkey Hunting, Youth (ages 6-15)
Hours
One-half hour before sunrise to sunset
Notes:
Youth hunters who are age 6-15 on opening day may hunt.
Youth may also hunt during the regular Spring Turkey season.
Limits
One male turkey or turkey with visible beard
Youths who take a turkey during the youth season may not harvest
a second bird until April 27. This is because the bird taken during the
youth season counts as the first bird for the first week of the regular
season.

PROHIBITED
Shotguns capable of holding more than 3 shells in magazine and chamber combined
Shot larger than No. 4 (in use or in possession)
Any sighting device that casts a beam of light on the game
Thermal imagery equipment or night vision equipment (in use or in possession)
Recorded calls (in use or in possession)
Use of dogs or live decoys
Use of bait, which includes grain or other feed placed or scattered so as
to attract turkeys. An area is considered baited for 10 days even after
complete removal of the bait. A hunter can be in violation even if he or
she did not know an area was or is baited. It is illegal to place bait in a
way that causes others to be in violation of the baiting rule.

SPRING TURKEY HUNTING PERMIT
Limits:
Two male turkeys or turkeys with a visible
beard.
Hide Allowed & Prohibited Methods
ALLOWED
Shotguns with shot not larger than No. 4
Longbows, recurve bows, or compound bows
Hand-held string releasing devices, illuminated sights, scopes, and
quick point sights are allowed
Crossbows
Atlatls

Quinn
LUMBER

Brookﬁeld • Marceline • Macon
COUPON

20 OFF
%

with $100 Purchase
Good until 4/30/2016
Limit one per customer
COUPON

MO Hunting App Users

Hunters, anglers, and trappers in Missouri who use the Missouri Department of Conservation’s (MDC) “MO Hunting” free mobile app will
need to perform an update starting March 15. Both Apple and Android
users will need to install the update to continue to be able to purchase
permits and use all other functions of the app. If users do not perform
the updates to their iOS or Android app, they will be limited to permit
information previously downloaded to their mobile device.
Apple will require users to have at least the iOS 8.2 version to use the
updated MO Hunting app. Android will require users to have at least
Android 4.0.3.
For more info on MO Hunting, go online to mdc.mo.gov/mohunting.
The MO Hunting mobile app update is required as MDC moves to
online permit sales from vendors through a new permit-services provider. Starting March 15, places that sell hunting, fishing, and trapping
permits will switch from selling the familiar plastic-backed, rectangular,
yellow permits to selling paper permits. They will also move from selling
permits through a special machine connected to a phone line to using a
regular computer or laptop with Internet access
and a standard printer.
In addition to buying Missouri hunting, fishing
and trapping permits through MO Hunting, people can also buy permits directly online from the
MDC website at mdc.mo.gov/buypermits.
People can also buy permits all around the
state at many gas stations, convenience stores,
sporting-goods stores, large retail stores, and
other vendors – and at many MDC offices and
all MDC nature centers.
Another option is to buy permits over the phone
by calling 800-392-4115, using a credit card,
paying a $1 fee, and waiting a week for permits
to arrive by mail.
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TURKEY HUNTING EQUIPMENT
SHOTGUN SELECTION
12-gauge shotguns are the standard among turkey hunters. Smaller
gauges, particularyly 20 gauges, are a great choice for young hunters.
Shooting at a turkey at more than 40 yards is not recommended, regardless of which gauge shotgun is used.
Your choice of choke may make the difference between a clean kill and
a crippled bird. The most popular is an extra-full choke, which gives the
tightest pattern. A tight pattern is important in order to strike the vital
head-and-neck area.
Many hunters now use shorter-barreled shotguns, which are lighter and
easier to maneuver. The most common shot sizes are No. 4, 5, and 6.
Pattern your gun with several sizes and select the load and shot size
that pattern best. Missouri regulations prohibit the use of shot size larger than No. 4 for turkey hunting.
BOW HUNTING
Bow hunting for turkeys is challenging. Use a broadhead design that
inhibits full penetration, which generates more impact and kills a turkey
more quickly.
TURKEY CALLS
Another important piece of equipment is a turkey call. There are a variety of calls on the market but basically they fall into two categories–friction calls and air-operated calls.

Friction calls are probably the easiest to use. Two surfaces are rubbed
together, creating friction that produces sound. Box and slate calls are
examples of friction calls. Air-operated calls create sound when air is
passed through or over the call. The three basic air-operated calls are
the yelper, the tube call and the diaphragm call.
All of these calls require practice to become proficient. Your best bet
is learning from an experienced caller and from the turkey. Audio and
video tapes may also be helpful.
GENERAL EQUIPMENT
Other equipment you may need for the hunt includes: a knife, compass,
topographic maps, rope, first-aid kit, insect repellent, rain gear, camera and your turkey-hunting permit. Camouflage clothing, including hat,
gloves, face paint or mask, can be helpful and are considered essential
by some hunters. A blaze-orange hat or vest is recommended when
moving in the woods, and another vest or orange sash is suggested for
wrapping your turkey when carrying it out of the woods.
Proper equipment can make the difference between an enjoyable or
miserable hunt. A good idea is to develop a checklist, especially if you
are traveling a great distance to hunt. Be prepared for the unexpected.
PHYSICAL PREPARATION
One other important consideration before the hunt is yourself. Missouri
turkey hunting can be physically demanding. Prepare yourself for the
long walks, steep hills and adverse weather conditions. Pre-hunt scouting will help you get into shape.

BARBECUED WILD TURKEY I

1463 East Hwy 24 Moberly, MO 65270
660-269-8284
New and Used Firearms • Gunsmithing Services
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-3pm
Sunday & Monday Closed

Find us on

GalleyOfGuns.com

SPECIAL ORDER SCOPES W/FREE BORESIGHTING
SPECIAL ORDER DEER RIFLES OR PISTOLS

TEAMTARRGETS@GMAIL.COM • CHARLES TARR, OWNER

Ingredients:
Wild turkey breast
½ c. soy sauce
½ c. water
2 T. brown sugar
2 T. vegetable or olive oil
¼ tsp. black pepper
½ tsp. crushed garlic
1 T. lemon juice (fresh squeezed)
¼ tsp. Tabasco sauce (or Frank’s Red Hot sauce)
Instructions:
Cut fresh or fully-thawed meat into strips 1” long by ¼”
thick. Mix other ingredients together, add meat and marinate overnight. Drain meat, keeping the marinade. Grill on
low-medium heat for 10 minutes, basting with marinade.
Cleaning a Turkey
Novice turkey
hunters are often
intimidated when it
comes time to clean
this large bird. Just
like a chicken or
other fowl, there
are two basic ways
to clean a turkey:
plucking and
skinning.

FISHING
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GET STARTED FISHING

KEEP OR RELEASE?
Even before you set out to fish, decide whether you’re fishing for fun or
fishing for food. This will help you choose gear and get ready to practice
good catch-and-release techniques if you’re just fishing for fun.
Catch-and-release helps fish grow bigger
If you handle fish carefully before releasing them, they have a good
chance of surviving. Released fish can be caught over and over again.
They grow large and produce even more fish for our pleasure. See
Guidelines for Handling and Releasing Fish under Related Information
below.
FISHING TIPS
Where to look and how to approach
Many fish are constantly on the move, looking for food. You can either

Great wooded 48A m/l. water
strips, nice shop, & 3BR ranch
home$239,900

Secluded 5A m/l in town
w/custom built home
surrounded by timber and
close to lakes $274,900

5A m/l private setting w/3BR Gorgeous Cedar 1.5 story home
rach home, pond, creek and on 11A m/l w/shop, timber, draws,
timber $134,900
blktop & gravel frontage $375,000

Private 4+ A m/l Macon Lake Solid built 4BR ranch w/gorgeous
view w/large building w/living landscaping, greenhouse & more
quarters & moe potential
easy drive to lake access. $239,900
$195,000

MACON COUNTY LAND LISTINGS
LAKE BUILDING LOT Spectacular water frontage $69,900
51A m/l timber w/10 A tillable, great hunting,w/income $139,000
80A m/l 60 tillable & the bal. in timber draws, ample wildlife $296,000
101A m/l timber& tillable combo farm $257,500
87A m/l Some tillable & a lrg stocked pond, fenced pasture, $218,125
55A m/l Bottom & hill ground, some timber $97,500
29A m/l timber & open combo w/pretty building site $137,500
20A m/l Solid timber Blacktop frontage close to Thomas Hill $79,500
6A m/l Deer & turkey, solid timber for hunting, great building site $104,000
10A m/l Large pond for fishing & land for turkey hunting, space to build, $55,000
We are "MACON" tracks in real estate!

WWW.TIGERCOUNTRYREALTY.COM
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intercept them or wait for them to come to you. If you know you are in
a good spot—for example, where you have seen other people catching
fish or have caught them yourself—then it might be best to wait for them
to return.
Be patient
If you are fishing unfamiliar waters, then it is often wiser to search for
good fishing spots. Keep in mind, however, that even the best fishing
holes do not produce nonstop action. Patience has always been a virtue among anglers.
Be sneaky
Being quiet is almost as important as being patient. The bigger the fish,
the more skittish they are. Commotion on a dock, along the shore or in
a boat can scare fish away or cause them to stop feeding. Conversation
is fine, but jumping or running or banging equipment will reduce your
catch. Think sneaky.
You can usually get closer to fish under cloudy or windy conditions or
in flowing water. When trout fishing in streams, wear muted colors and
keep a low profile. Try not to let your shadow fall over areas you are
fishing.
Stealth also applies to the way you present your bait or lure. Don’t cast
directly to the spot where you think the fish are. Instead, cast beyond
them and reel until your bait or lure in among the fish.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Learn to recognize a bite
Fish may hit a bait or lure ferociously, tentatively or somewhere in between, making it difficult to predict how you may see or feel a bite.
Bobbers could jiggle, plunge downward or skate across the water. If the
fish swims upward after taking the bait, your stick bobber may lay flat or
float higher in the water.
When bottom fishing, you may see your rod tip plunge downward or
quiver, or your line may unexpectedly go slack.
If you are holding your fishing pole, you may feel a tap, a tug or a pull,
or the line may go slack.
Set the hook
When you suspect a bite, reel up any loose line and drive the hook
home with a powerful upward sweep of the rod. Setting the hook with
a slack line or a loop in the line usually won’t make the hook penetrate
and probably will cause the fish to drop the bait.
If your drag is set correctly, you can set the hook vigorously. Stretch
in your line, the drag
and the bend of the
fishing rod will absorb
much of the pressure
of the strike to keep
you from ripping the
hook out.

SHELBINA, MISSOURI
573-588-HUNT (4868)

Hunting, Fishing, Archery Supplies and Indoor Archery Lanes

pole absorb some of the power of the fighting fish.
Allow the fish to run, taking line from the reel. Recover line by lifting the
rod handle and then lowering the rod tip as you reel in, pumping the
fish closer.
A fish’s last-moment struggles can surprise you and make you lose the
fish. When playing a large fish, loosen the drag slightly as the fish gets
close.
Net fish head first
Place your net in the water and pull the fish toward it. When the fish is
over the bag, lift the net firmly and quickly.
If you have no net, play the fish until it is tired and cradle it in your hand.
Black bass, crappie, carp, suckers and catfish can be grasped and lifted
by their lower lip, which tends to paralyze them. Avoid the sharp teeth of
other species. Be careful not to hook yourself when you grab the fish.
You can lead fish up the bank with your fishing rod or by backing slowly
away from the water, letting the exertions of the fish help you bring it
ashore. Do this only if you are planning to keep the fish.
BE CAREFUL HANDLING FISH
Most fish aren’t dangerous, but careless handling can result in unpleasant cuts or punctures. Handle fish firmly but carefully, or use a landing
net to stabilize fish while you unhook and measure them.

Fight and land your
fish safely—for it and
for you

The catfishes, especially the minnow-size madtoms, possess a mild but
painful venom that can be introduced when a person touches spines at
the front of the pectoral or dorsal fins. Protect yourself by holding the
fish from the underside, with your fingers firmly beneath the pectoral
spines. The barbels of catfish are harmless.

Keep the rod up high,
so your arms and the
bend of the fishing

You can safely hold bass, crappie and small catfish by putting your
thumb into their mouth and pinching their lower lip. Walleye, gar and
large trout have sharp teeth that can inflict a painful wound when lipped.
Grip these fish around the back of the head,
above the gills.

203 S.E. SERVICE RD. SUITE E, SHELBINA, MO
MON.-FRI. 9AM-5PM
SAT. 8AM-5PM
SUN. 12-5PM

White bass and stripers have sharp edges on
their gill plates that can slice a finger inserted
beneath their gills.
The fins of sunfishes, bass and the walleye
family become rigid when the fish is threatened. Slide your hand down over the fins of
small fish and hold them firmly. Grasp larger
fish over the back of the head, above the gills.

Engraved Trophies • Silk Screen Imprinted Sportswear

Don’t let a struggling fish sink your own hooks
into you. Keep hands and legs away from flopping fish and use hemostats or needle-nose
pliers to safely remove the hooks from fish.

Buy, Sell, Trade Firearms
Your Complete Sporting Good Store

JIM BROOKS
PHONE: 660-263-6364
515 WEST REED
MOBERLY, MO 65270
FAX: 660-263-3723

Meyer Implement Co.
16398 Bus. Hwy 61 North 926 Bus. Hwy 24 & 36 East
Bowling Green, MO 63334 Monroe City, MO 63456
573-324-5261

573-735-4546

HANG-UPS HAPPEN. LEARN TO DEAL
WITH THEM.
It’s hard to imagine moving a hook and sinker
through the water for any length of time without occasionally getting hung up on a rock, a
stick, a log, a dock, a cable, weeds or some
other object. Snags are part of fishing.
When you get snagged, try to free the hook by
holding your rod tip high and jiggling it. Often it
CONTINUE ON PAGE 9
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helps to move to one side or the other to change the angle.
If the hook won’t free, you’ll probably have to break your line. Don’t just
pull hard with your fishing pole, or it may snap instead of the line. Better
to wrap the line several times around your wrist and hand, preferably
around a shirtsleeve or glove, point the rod tip at the snag and steadily pull or back away
until the line breaks
or the hook pulls free.
Should the latter happen, check your hook
and replace it if it is
bent or broken. If the
line is frayed near the
hook, cut it off and retie.
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PERMITS

Before heading out to fish or hunt for deer, turkey, waterfowl, furbearers, or small game, be sure to buy the right permits. You can
buy them online, over the phone, at any Department office, or from
more than a thousand vendors around the state.
You may need to purchase a special permit if you collect, handle,
breed, or process wild animals. For example, wildlife managers,
researchers, taxidermists, dog trainers, collectors, and hobbyists
need special permits. All special permits must be purchased at
Department headquarters in Jefferson City.
Daily Fishing Permit
Limits: Limits vary by species, season, and fishing area.
Notes: For fish, frogs, mussels, clams, turtles, crayfish and live bait.
May be purchased by residents and nonresidents for multiple days.
Resident: $7.00 Nonresident: $7.00
Limits: Limits vary by species, season, and fishing area.
Notes: For fish, frogs, mussels, clams, turtles, crayfish, and live bait.
Resident: $12.00 Nonresident: $42.00
Lifetime Fishing Permit (residents only)
Notes: This permit carries the same privileges as the Resident Fishing
Permit and the Trout Permit.
You must be a Missouri resident to purchase this permit. Learn about residency
requirements.
This permit is not available online or from
permit vendors. Use the Lifetime Hunting
and Fishing Permit Order Form to request
this permit.
Youth (0-15):$275.00
Age 16-29: $400.00
Age 30-39: $350.00
Age 40-59: $300.00
Age 60-64: $35.00
Trout Permit
Notes: This permit is required to possess trout, except in trout parks
where you must purchase a daily trout fishing tag.

Hours: Sun 11am-7pm
Mon 11am -9pm
Tues and Wed LUNCH ONLY 11am - 2pm
Thurs / Fri / Sat 11am - 9pm
Friday is Fish Friday
with fried catfish or buffalo platters
all day 11am - 9pm
Saturday is Ribeye Steak Night 5-9pm

A Trout Permit is required for all winter
fishing in trout parks
and for all fishing
year-round in Lake
Taneycomo upstream
from U.S. Highway 65
bridge.
You must also have a
fishing permit or qualify for an exemption.
Resident: $7.00
Nonresident: $7.00
Youth (6-15): $3.50
LEARN MORE BY
VISITING
http://huntfish.mdc.
mo.gov/fishing/permits

10

THE HOME PRESS SPRING HUNTING AND FISHING GUIDE

A Final Note on Spring Turkey Season

Missouri turkey hunters can expect a good spring season overall according to the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC). The spring turkey
hunting season starts with a youth-only weekend April 9-10. The regular
spring season runs April 18 through May 8.
Although turkey abundance in most of the state remains below the peak
that occurred in the late 1990s and early 2000s, turkey numbers in many
areas have begun to rebound from the poor hatches that plagued the population from 2007-2010.
“Spring turkey harvest has increased each year in Missouri for the past
four years and this year’s harvest is expected to continue this trend,” MDC
Turkey Biologist Jason Isabelle said. “A good number of two-year-old gob-

2016 Chev Silverado 2500 4x4
Duramax Crew Cab LT st#19068

st#18264

2015 GMC Sierra 1500 4x4
Dbl Cab SLE

MSRP $44,355

MSRP $60,775

Over

Almost

In Rebates, Discounts & Incentives

SALE PRICE

In Rebates, Discounts & Incentives

SALE PRICE *

*

2016 Chev Silverado
1500 4x4 Crew Cab LT

2016 GMC Sierra 2500
4x4 Reg Cab

MSRP $46,510

MSRP $40,195

Over

Over

st#19063

st#19050

In Rebates, Discounts & Incentives

SALE PRICE

*Not All Buyers Will Qualify For
All Rebates, Incentives, Discounts.
See Dealer for Details.

*

In Rebates, Discounts & Incentives

SALE PRICE

*

blers from the 2014 hatch should result in good hunting opportunities for
this year’s season.”
Northwest and northeast Missouri had the best turkey production in 2014,
so hunters should encounter more two-year-old gobblers in both regions
this spring.
“This year’s spring turkey harvest should be up in northern Missouri compared to the 2015 harvest total,” Isabelle said. “Although turkey numbers
in most of northern Missouri remain well below the population peak that
occurred 10–15 years ago, turkey populations have begun to rebound in
portions of the region during the last several years.”
“Many of the counties in these regions typically rank among the highest in
the state for spring turkey harvest, and this year should be no exception,”
he said. “The turkey population in southwestern Missouri in particular has
experienced considerable growth in recent years, and county-level spring
harvests in 2016 are likely to meet or exceed previously-established records.”
Hunter Safety
Isabelle stressed that hunters can avoid the main cause of turkey-hunting
incidents—mistaking or being mistaken by another hunter for game.
“Most turkey hunting incidents typically involve hunters who fail to positively identify their targets,” said Isabelle. “Before pulling the trigger, be
absolutely certain that what you are shooting at is not only a turkey, but a
legal turkey, which would be a male turkey or a turkey with a visible beard
during the spring season.”
He also advised hunters to wear some hunter-orange clothing when moving through the woods or fields, particularly when hunting public land, and
to always know the locations of all members of a hunting party.
“Many turkey hunting incidents actually involve members of the same
hunting party,” said Isabelle. “If yo au’re hunting with someone else and
you split up, be certain you know where your hunting partner will be.”
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